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Cape Premier Yearling Sale
21 - 22  January 2017

Thursday 22 december 2016

Gr3 Christmas Handicap - Greyville

History shows that this handicap is no brightly 
wrapped gift for punters. With the last five year’s 
winners arriving at odds of 50/1, 12/1 (twice), 10/1 
and 7/1, who could possibly be looking for a bank-
er? The handicapper distinguishes himself year-in 
and year-out in this race and could bring another 
surprise on Monday.

Last year’s runner-up Stormy eclipse will be a 
popular choice to deliver the presents in 2016 with 
regular pilot anton marcus in the irons. The grey 
is very consistent and ran contrary to his usual 
style last time when going handy and staying on 
for third, some 3 lengths behind budapest over 
the Scottsville 1500m. he meets that one on a kilo 

A Festive Cheer
better terms over a more favourable trip. 

Sean Tarry saddles two good 4yo’s in Lunar 
approach and the nicely weighted Rikitikitana. The 
latter has held his form well in his last three starts 
and will enjoy a reversion to the turf track. Lyle he-
witson takes the ride. Stablemate Lunar approach 
has not been far off them recently and this once 
highly regarded 3yo could be a serious contender in 
the hands of S’manga Khumalo.

The Wright One
alyson Wright’s mr Roy has drawn beautifully at 1 

and has the form that suggests a win is not far off.
Gareth van Zyl has made a good start to his train-

ing career and topweight celtic captain will always 
be a special horse – being his first feature winner. 
he is 2kg worse off with ashton Park for a half 
length beating last time.

Saturday 17 December 
Kenilworth - race 9
Sporting Post

Best Handicapped
Royal Badge

WON 25/1 

FAIRVIEW turf Friday
Best Roving Banker: 
r8 - (2) Golden Crisp (5/2)

GREYVILLE poly Friday
Best Roving Banker: 
r7 – (2) Little Chapel (4/1)

kEnILWoRth Saturday
Best Roving Banker: 
r7-(1) Gulf Storm (4/1)

tuRFFontEIn Saturday
Best Roving Banker: 
r4 – (10) Raasmaal (2/1)

GREYVILLE Sunday
Best Roving Banker: 
r8 – (7) Bold Reign (16/10)

Sean Tarry holds a strong hand with Rikitikitana heading his Christmas Handicap attack | Gold Circle

http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
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with ratings & tips - can be purchased here

See Which Way 
The Wind Blows
South-Easter Sprint (Listed)  - Kenilworth

Run over a for this track unusual distance of 1100m, this looks a 
tricky handicap.  Brett Crawford’s Gr1 Cape Flying Championship 
winner Gulf Storm is the obvious class in the field. He has plenty 
to do off the 62kg mark, but will strip a fit horse after his solitary 
prep run when two lengths behind his subsequent Merchants 
winning stablemate Search Party.

The 2015 cape merchants winner Triptique ran a cracker be-
hind New Predator in the drill hall Stakes, but has failed to live up 
to anything near that sort of performance since. Winless in over 
a year, dennis drier tries the blinkers again and it is worth taking 
cognisance of this 5yo’s tumble down the ratings.

candice bass-Robinson sends out a trio, headed by last year’s 
runner-up ernie. The 2016 Listed Sophomore Sprint winner has 
proven a little disappointing but after a fair cape merchants effort 
may well be ready to put his best foot forward again. anton mar-
cus rides his stable companion, the evergreen Gr2 winning 7yo 
Tevez. The son of caesour will find this drop in class to his liking 
and has been close enough at his recent starts to make a top 
four choice in this line up. Interesting to note that stable jockey 
Grant van Niekerk rides the weakest of the three, Line break. The 
son of dynasty has poor form and cannot be included on current 

showings.
Var-gelding Tar heel is back at 

home after acquitting himself 
quite well up in Gauteng. his good 
second to bull Valley in the Golden 
Loom brings him in with a chance 
here.

Richard Fourie is riding the 
handily weighted and progressive 
La Favourari. The son of Querari 
faces his biggest test to date, but 
has run close enough to the likes 
of promising contemporaries at-
tenborough and Pillar Of hercules 

to suggest 
that he 
may be a 
few points 
better than 
his 89 merit 
rating.

captain 
Swarovski 
won two 
consecutive 
races at this 

There should also be very little 
to choose between budapest 
and mr Roy on their last meeting. 
budapest has drawn wider than 
preferred but appears to be more 
committed with the pacifiers fitted 
and is a dangerous front-runner 
when on song. 

ashton Park has drawn poorly 
and has only one win to his credit 
in over two years of racing. Still, 
he has run some good races in top 
company and must have a chance 
if bringing his best show to races.

dean Kan-
nemeyer’s 
6yo Giant’s 
causeway 
gelding 
capel Top is 
a seven-time 
winner from 
27 starts and 
was given a 
6 point mR 
increase for 
a smooth 

course-and-distance win at his last start. he comes in with a 
handy galloping weight of 52kg.

Veteran andrew Fortune makes a trip down to durban to ride 
the rather disappointing black minnaloushe gelding Sylvester 
The cat for duncan howells. a winner at Scottsville in July, he has 
produced two quiet runs and may be more comfortable on these 
handicap terms. 

The Frank Robinson-trained Great Rumpus returns from a 25 
week break. The 7yo’s form tapered negatively during the Sa 
champions Season.

Kumaran Naidoo saddles the former aiden O’brien and Paul 
Lafferty-trained uSa bred Royal Navy Ship, a son of War Front, 
who has his third Sa start. his only career win came on his 2yo 
debut in October 2014 when he beat 21 other youngsters over 
1400m at the curragh in yielding conditions. he did run a Gr3 
placing later on and looks likely to need 2000m to show his best.

In a weekend of celebration and some permissible overindul-
gence, and with an eye on the history of this race, we have to 
suggest caution in all bets.

have a blessed time of it and a winning weekend.

2012
 1  Silver Age 52.0 ( 7) 7/1
 2  Bulsara 58.5 ( 6) 6/1
 3  Always Al 54.5 ( 9) 14/1
2013
 1  King Of Torts 54.5 ( 9) 12/1
 2  King Jace 52.0 ( 5) 11/2
 3  Fourth Estate 57.0 ( 4) 7/1
2014
 1  Fourth Estate 56.0 ( 1) 10/1
 2  Diamond King 52.0 ( 3) 5/1
 3  Isobar 57.5 (13) 12/1
2015
 1  It Is Written 56.5 ( 1) 12/1
 2  Stormy Eclipse 55.5 ( 6) 4/1
 3  Saratoga Dancer 56.0 (13) 15/4

Gr3 Christmas H'cap
past winners

START PA6/PICK SIX5/JACKPOT4
4:20PM Gr3 ChRiSTMAS hAndiCAP (TuRf) - 1600M
GREYViLLE           7 SAME TRAINER:(1-5)(7-11)
  
 Captain Al   1 CeltiC Captain(Gareth Van Zyl) B Lerena ..... 2 60.5
 Battersea Park   2 ashton park(C Bass-Robinson) d daniels .11 60.0
 Black Minnaloushe  3 sylvester the Cat(DC Howells) A fortune 3 59.5  
 Dynasty   4 stormy eClipse(CS Laird) A Marcus ........... 7 57.5 
 Lithuanian   5 Budapest(Gareth Van Zyl) A forbes ..............10 57.0 
 Western Winter  6 mr roy(AJ Wright) K de Melo ......................... 1 56.0 
 Right Approach  7 lunar approaCh(SG Tarry) S Khumalo ....... 5 53.0 
 War Front    8 royal navy ship(KG Naidoo) T Godden ....... 4 53.0  
 Black Minnaloushe  9 Great rumpus(F Robinson) M Yeni ............. 6 52.5 
 Giant’s Causeway 10 Capel top(D Kannemeyer) M Winnaar ........... 8 52.0 
 Toreador  11 rikitikitana(SG Tarry) L hewitson ................ 9 52.0 

START PA5/PICK SIX4/JACKPOT3
3:40PM SouThEASTER SPRinT (LiSTEd) - 1100M
KEniLWoRTh         7 SAME TRAINER:(2-7-9)(8-11)
  
Sail From Seattle  1 GulF storm(BJ Crawford) C orffer ..............11 62.0  
Caesour   2 tevez(C Bass-Robinson) A Marcus ................... 2 60.5 
Var    3 tar heel(J Ramsden) not declared ................. 6 58.0  
Ashaawes   4 asstar(GR Puller) d dillon ............................... 7 57.5  
Captain Al   5 Captain swarovski(J Snaith) G Cheyne .... 3 56.5 
Trippi    6 triptique(DR Drier) S Veale ........................... 1 55.5 
Elusive Fort   7 ernie(C Bass-Robinson) A domeyer................. 4 55.0 
Scarlet Letter   8 olympian(VH Marshall) C Bantam.................10 54.5  
Dynasty    9 line Break(C Bass-Robinson) G v niekerk ..... 9 54.0 
Querari   10 la Favourari(A Nel) R fourie ....................... 5 52.0 
Var   11 vinCente(VH Marshall) M Byleveld ................. 8 52.0 

2012
 1  The West Is Wide 52.0 ( 9) 9/1
 2  Happy Forever 52.0 ( 3) 17/10
 3  Jinzo 61.0 ( 4) 66/1
2013
 1  Cap Alright 60.0 ( 1) 7/1
 2  Casual Var 58.0 ( 4) 17/10
 3  Tevez 56.0 ( 6) 7/2
2014
 1  Dressed In Cotton 52.0 ( 3) 33/1
 2  Daring Dave 59.0 ( 6) 7/10
 2  Villa Del Largo 54.0 ( 2) 14/1
2015
 1  Captain Alfredo 54.0 (11) 5/1
 2  Ernie 52.0 ( 1) 9/1
 3  Talktothestars 56.0 ( 4) 8/1

South-Easter Sprint
past winners

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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track in January as a 3yo and then after two feature fails picked up a 
Greyville polytrack win. he is yet to assert himself this term but has 
not been far off and could find his winning ways again.

Glen Puller’s asstar was unplaced in this event last year, but found 
some form with two good wins up in KZN during the Sa champions 
Season. he failed to show when possibly in need of the run behind 
Search Party in the merchants. he is likely to strip much fitter and 
could find the place money Vincente returns from a stint up North 
with trainer Louis Goosen. he finished some 6 lengths off bull Valley 
in the Golden Loom and will have to improve on that kind of form, 
even with his light weight of 52kg here.

Swarovski Jewel In the Crown?
When William Longsword won the Gr1 cape Guineas last 

Saturday, he became captain al’s 16th Gr1 winner – and also 
the Klawervlei King’s third consecutive cape Summer feature 
success. On 3 december his son Search Party went start to 
finish to win the Gr2 merchants. a week later, his daughter Jo’s 
bond went all the way to upstage Gr1 winners carry On alice 
and Real Princess in the Gr2 Southern cross Stakes. Then Wil-
liam Longsword maintained the streak in the cape Guineas. 

and then… Justin Snaith’s captain Swarovski is the only ‘cap-
tain’ in Saturday’s Southeaster Sprint – can he complete a rare 
feat for captain al?

d u B a i  w o r l d  C u P  C a r n i v a l  2 0 1 7

Mubtaahij Leads De kock Charge
Meydan Group has released the list of 217 horses accepted 
for the 2017 Dubai World Cup Carnival, which gets under 
way at Meydan on Saturday January 5. They include 19 Gr1 
winners, 10 Gr2 winners and 25 Gr3 winners, representing 
18 countries. 
mike de Kock and Paul Lafferty are the South african train-

ers represented. de Kock army is headed by 2015 uae derby 
winner and 2016 dubai World cup runner-up mubtaahij, who 
comes from a second stint in the uS where he was runner-up in 
the Gr1 Woodward Stakes. also back again are ertijaal, anaer-
obio and Sanshaawes. They are joined by new blood including 
dingaans and cape Guineas winner Noah from Goa, argen-
tine galloper Sultaran dubai, and Fursa, winner of the Gr2 Sa 
Nursery.

The South african attack: anaerobio (aRG), banaadeer (auS), 
daqeeq (auS), dream dubai (Gb), eisenhower (uSa), ertijaal 
(auS), Fursa (auS), Johann Strauss (Gb), Light The Lights (SaF), 
Lindo amor (aRG), Liquid mercury (SaF), mastermind (SaF), 
megnaas (aRG), mubtaahij (IRe), mutamakkin (auS), muwaary 
(auS), Noah From Goa (SaF), Saltarin dubai (aRG), Sanshaawes 
(SaF), Suyoof (auS), Tahanee (aRG), Tannaaf (IRe), Whistle Stop 
(SaF), Zahee (NZ), harry's Son (auS), milo milo (aRG).

Go Deputy stands at Lammerskraal Stud

Icy TraIl

Gr2
Premier Stakes

royal badge

Gr3
Cape Summer Stayers

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sire/go-deputy/
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 Having  a horse good 
enough to run in the 
Guineas is one of the 
greatest achievements 
in our sport.

I was lucky enough to experience (sur-
vive?!) the Guineas during the heyday of 
the Richelieu and Topsport sponsorships 
when it was run at milnerton, around the 
far bend and often into the stamina sap-
ping fangs of a black South easter. 
Perhaps the view through my rose 
tinted spectacles gets fuzzier as the 
years go by, but the cape Turf club 
made sure that when you went to 
the course for the cape Guineas, 
you damn well knew you were 
there for an event and it aLWayS 
lived up to its billing.  There is no other 
race quite like it and us capetonians are (I 
think) rightfully toffee-nosed about it.

Why the Guineas was great
back then you couldn’t get a run in the 

Guineas unless you were a 3-time win-
ner – in other words, at the age of 3 and 
a half which was no small feat – but it all 
but guaranteed the fields of yesteryear 
were clashes of the highest order.  Not just 
good horses, but greats.  Future titans of 
the turf.  

It was milnerton’s flagship race and 
every year the club went all out to ensure 
a dazzling field.  With visiting trainers 
coming down early to qualify runners, 
field sizes in Guineas trials swelled.  There 
was intense media interest and discussion, 
with speculation whether horses that had 
won over sprint distances would stay a 
mile.  

by the time race day arrived, antici-
pation was at fever pitch.  If you didn’t 
have a runner, it was not for lack of trying 
and on course there was standing room 
only to see the chosen few.  One of the 
standouts was 1992, when Willie Pieters 
swept into town with unaware, who came 
with a formidable reputation in more ways 
than one.   The exquisite chestnut son of 

It’s The Guineas Jim,  
...but not as we know it

Northern Guest already had a staggering 4 
wins under his belt and arrived in the cape 
a hotly anticipated Guineas contender.  
Willie wanted to give him a few prep runs 
down here, but plans went awry when 

unaware misbehaved at 
the start and chief stipe 
mike Tillet withdrew his 
starting stall certificate.  
In those days, the field 
had to load in 2 minutes 
to accommodate betting 
elsewhere in the country.  

any horse who violated the 2 minute rule 
was penalised heavily.  It wasn’t a simple 
matter of reschooling and getting a new 
pass – horses had to serve a set suspen-
sion and unaware looked set to miss the 
Guineas.  It was pandemonium with the 
connections and the club alike pleading 
with the Stipes to make an exception.  
Such was the pressure that a compro-
mise was reached and special provision 
made for unaware to prove his eligibility.  
everyone pitched in to help him get ready 
and when the day came, he loaded and 

jumped on terms.  as things turned out, 
he finished 3rd behind empress club and 
The decorator and the photo finish hung 
in the Kenilworth boardroom for years. 

having  a horse good enough to run in 
the Guineas is one of the greatest achieve-
ments in our sport and as such, it’s always 
an ‘occasion’ race day for me, because 
these are the horses of the future.  With 
no disrespect to our wonderful WFa 
contests such as the Queen’s Plate, by 
the time a horse gets to that point, they 
have been measured and you know who 
and what they are.  The Guineas field are 
horses with a date with destiny.

Buying a lifestyle
This year’s Guineas day promised much.  

We had a Listed race, two Gr3’s, a Gr2 and 
the Gr1.  There were horses from all over 
the country, In fact, the card was so good 
that the likes of bela-bela came out in a 
conditions plate, if you please! 

With the Snaiths packing some serious 
artillery – and en masse – I invited myself 
down to muizenberg beach to see their 
string stretch their legs in the ocean on 
Wednesday morning. as it had been an 
early start and we needed coffee, Jono 
recommended Knead in muizenberg.  
Sipping coffee at a coffee shop mid-week 
when ‘normal’ people are at work is a 

The Cape Guineas is one of the best and most revered Classics on our racing calen-
dar.  Since its inception, it has produced a long line of champions and with successful 
graduates (and even also rans) often going on to stud book immortality, winners are 
spoken about with hushed awe.  In short, it is more than just an excuse to go racing.
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If we do not caretake 
that, we’re in danger 
of losing sight of the 
very thing that gives us 
meaning

All in all I was rather 
underwhelmed.

little stolen pleasure and it didn’t take 
much convincing.  muizenberg has been 
substantially jazzed up since the last time 
I visited and was buzzing with activity.  We 
secured a table overlooking the sea and 
savoured our cappucinos.  Watching the 
sun dancing on the waves, for the first 
time I had an inkling into the ‘lifestyle’ 
element of owning race horses (or at least 
the positive element!).  This was definitely 
the life and set the mood nicely for a big 
day on Saturday.

The Guineas Day Experience
In case I haven’t said it before, I do love 

the new signboards outside durbanville 
and Kenilworth (and I am eternally grateful 
to whoever finally filled in the potholes 
on the Wetton Road entrance – thank 
you, thank you, thank you).  The car park 
seemed pleasantly full, but we managed 
to secure a spot and after assembling 
all the necessary kit, made for the track.  
I’ve mentioned the lack of signage from 
the car park to the course before, but on 
Saturday someone had nailed lopsided 
‘entrance’ and ‘exit’ signs to either sides of 
a bluegum tree, so thank you for that. 

at first glance there was a bit of activity 
– umbrellas were placed along the grass 
and a market set up under the blue gums.  
at the Pick n Pay end of the grandstand a 
kiddy’s entertainment area had been set 
up with a merry go round and assorted 
things to occupy the young.  but that’s 
rather where it stopped.

according to hassen adams, Grand 
Parade were begged to continue their 
sponsorship for this year, but somehow 
despite the Grand Parade flash 
boards around the parade ring, 
it didn’t feel very cohesive – at 
least, not down on the ground, 
but perhaps it was different up in ‘the 
gods’.  There had been little pre-Guineas 
hype either via the general press or even 
on Tellytrack, there was no dress code or 
theme, no parade ring centre piece, no 
Neil andrews to jolly us along through the 
afternoon and all in all I was rather under-
whelmed.  

Coverage
I was alarmed when Justin Snaith men-

tioned that the yard had not been inter-
viewed in the run up to the weekend’s 
meeting.  I was so shocked I went and 
double checked and he reconfirmed that 
I’d been the only one to contact them last 
week. I canvassed a few other yards and 

they concurred.  a punter 
watching from home report-
ed that he wasn’t aware it 
was Guineas day until the 
field cantered down to the 
start.  What the…. ?

Following the hors-
es,means I get around the track a fair bit 
during the day and save for anton walking 
up and down, I did not see a single exec 
pounding the beat, checking on anyone or 
anything, although they were all there in 
force upstairs.  even the parade ring was 
largely empty.  If we aren’t caretaking our 
flagship days, who will?  One of racing’s 
saving graces is our history and prove-
nance.  If we do not caretake that, we’re 
in danger of losing sight of the very thing 
that gives us meaning.  If this is how we 
treat one of our most important race days, 
it rather makes one fearful for the direc-
tion we are going.

Trying to be positive
however, tis the season and all that, 

so on the up side, the classic days do still 
bring out some of my favourite people and 
it’s a last chance to chat to breeders and 
wish everyone well for the festive sea-
son in the brief hiatus between breeding 
season and yearling Sale madness.  being 
christmas, it’s also a good time to see out 
of town visitors such as Tony millard home 
for the holidays.  

There was an attempt at something 
different with Fee and her roving mic 
mounted on a horse to conduct post race 
jockey interviews ‘on the hoof’.  While a 
good idea in theory, the execution was a 

little hit and miss.  Perhaps 
this will improve with practice 
(but does beg the question 
why we are ‘practicing’ on the 

big days when we should already have it 
right?)  Oh dear, I promised to be positive.  
The gorgeous grey was a hit with specta-
tors and the kids stretched over the rail to 
give him a pet and a stroke which was nice 
to see. 

Thank goodness for the racing
Luckily the horses produced the goods 

and it was a roller-coaster from top to bot-
tom.  What a treat to see bela-bela back 
to best and catch another glimpse of the 
fabulous Silver mountain.  We had big race 
horses, riders and trainers aplenty and 
how divine to have all of you condensed in 
one place for the afternoon.  The running 
of the Jet master Stakes nearly caused 
several heart attacks before the horses 

crossed the line, but well done 
to anthony andrews for a gutsy 
and well-deserved win, particu-
larly after his nasty spill a few 
weeks ago.  The Premier Trophy 
was another fabulous line-up 
and saw a very near miss for my 

beach buddy, Krambambuli, going down 
a short head to the gorgeous Icy Trail.  I 
bumped into Lammerskraal’s Sally Jourdan 
at the podium who related that despite 
being out of an equus champion, they’d 
found Icy Trail a hard sell as he was by 
the underrated Go deputy.  Fortunately 
brian Finch knows a good horse when 
he sees one and happily snapped him up 
and was deservedly all smiles on Saturday 
afternoon.  Sally smiled as broadly when 
Go deputy scored another feature win in 
the cape Summer Stayers, to an emphatic 
victory salute from corne Orffer.  It is a 
shame that a sire with a strike rate like 
that receives such little support, but such 
are the imponderables of fashion. 

It was lovely to see some of our smaller 
yards punch above their weight with wins 
for mike Robinson in the Victress Stakes, 
another Group win for the up and com-
ing adam marcus and I was particuarly 
pleased for the burger-Van Reenen part-
nership who produced our Guineas 4th 
from their very small base in Philippi.

Guineas greats
I don’t have sufficient superlatives to 

describe the Guineas field.  For those who 
did not make it to Kenilworth on Saturday, 
shame on you.  It was an incredible field 
and each and every runner looked glori-
ous.  With the result already in the record 
books, I have to compliment Vaughan 
marshall in particular – his horses aLWayS 
look a picture on parade, but it gave one 
rather a lump in the throat to see William 
Longsword so beautifully turned out and 
looking the spit of his sire thundering 
down the straight.  It’s a super feelgood 
story for Vaughan to have trained the 
father and now the son so huge congrat-
ulations to Vaughan, the team and all the 
connections and to mJ in particular who 
puts in so much work behind the scenes.

all this fabulous racing made it even 
harder to reconcile the lack of peripheral 
fuss.  as one trainer shrugged sadly, “It’s 
just not the Guineas.” Perhaps it’s the time 
of year, perhaps it’s a sign of the times.  
but perhaps it’s a timeous reminder to 
look after our big races a little better.
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Donovan Dillon
Racing and race riding has changed and if one doesn’t roll with 
the times, you are thrown out with yesterday’s news. However, as 
young rider Donovan Dillon proves, there is still a place for some 
old fashioned values.

donovan has a professionalism and dedication that belie his 
fresh-faced 23 years and seems to be a jockey cut from the cloth 
of days gone by – diligent about morning work, always cheerful, 
prompt into the parade ring and always ready with a handshake 
and a friendly comment. after moving to cape Town a little over 
a year ago for the mike Robinson string, it didn’t take long for 
him to get noticed – first by the Snaiths and then by Goodhope 
Racing’s Joey Ramsden, where donovan is currently first choice 
rider – as well as the other half of the Ramsden Stable comments 
comedy duo!

About Donovan
donovan was born in Johannesburg on 14 November 1993. he 

lost his father in 2001 and counts that as a pivotal event in his 
life. “Things were quite tough growing up - we moved around a 
lot and I went to a couple of different schools. I was always quite 
small and a lot of people said to my mom, I should try the Jockey 
academy and it worked, haven’t looked 
back.”

donovan is not from a racing back-
ground and the first time he sat on a 
horse was at the academy.  he joined 
the academy in 2009 alongside the likes 
of Jarryd Penny, Lerato mohapi, bryan 
claassen, Franklin maleking and mandla 
Ntuli and riding masters were Stephen 
Jupp, Lawrence O’donoghue and Rhys 
van Wyk. donovan says, “I played all sorts 
of sport at school – cross country, swim-
ming, rugby, cycling, soccer – I was fit as 
anything and when I got to the academy I think it made it easier 
for me that I was fit and healthy and had the strength I needed. 
When things started going well for me, I thought this is what 
I’ve got to do and I’m so glad it’s turned out so well. If I hadn’t 
gone to the academy things might not have gone as well. It got 
me away from everything. after losing my father at a young age, 
I lost myself a little bit. I wasn’t really interested in schoolwork 
and would rather do sport than academics. I didn’t know what I 
wanted in life and was confused, I suppose. Going to the acad-
emy helped me find focus and having battled through school, it 
made me want to work for something in life. It’s amazing what a 
little difference can make.”

donovan ended up making head boy. “Rhys van Wyk always 
saw a spark and drive and helped me more than anything, but all 
the teachers and even the people in the office - everybody at the 
academy played a big role in making me who I am. It was a great 
experience for me.”

he was selected to represent Sa in the 2013 asian young Guns 
challenge, doing us proud by becoming the first apprentice to 
bring home a winner for Sa as well as winning the overall com-
petition on points and a different leg of the competition saw 
him getting the chance to ride at Newbury in the uK where he 
finished 4th.

Early Career
donovan’s first ride under rules came on 24 april 2011, riding 

captain Lovemore for dennis bosch at clairwood Park and his 
first win came at his 4th attempt on 15 may 2011 courtesy 

of baranova for the michael Roberts string. donovan based 
himself in KZN, becoming first choice rider for the doug 
campbell string, but made sure he kept himself busy in 

the mornings and was soon being offered opportunities 
across the board, including the likes of charles Laird 
who gave him his first feature race winner aboard Rio 

carnival in the Gr3 Kings cup as well as an opportunity 
to ride Ice machine in the 2015 Vodacom durban 

July, finishing just over 4 lengths back from Power 

new Generation, old Fashioned Values

Going to the start 
with all the people 
cheering give you 
extra confidence 
– if you put your 
mind to it, you can 
imagine they’re 
cheering you on
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P e r S o n a l i t y  -  d o n o v a n  d i l l o n

King. “I battled to sleep the night before 
– the nerves were going! but what an 
experience it was. Going to the start with 
all the people cheering gives you extra 
confidence – if you put your mind to it, 
you can imagine they’re cheering you on. 
Then coming to the finish and hearing all 
those people shouting – it throws you a 
little, but it’s good experience.”

“anton marcus has always been a big 
help in my career and got me going when I was an apprentice. 
he got me the job with yogas Govender in my 3rd year and I’ve 
never looked back. It’s hard when you lose your claim as it really 
does help. I lost my claim quite quickly, but luckily I also got a lot 
of experience quickly as I had to adapt. With a claim you’ve got 
that advantage on others, you can go a little sooner and hold on 
to win the race. but when you lose your claim, you’ve got to wait 
and see how much you’ve got left. It’s all about feel and judge-
ment of what you’ve got underneath you and one of my strengths 
was that I always knew how much I had underneath me.”

Work Ethic
donovan is known for being particularly polite and hard-work-

ing and says, “coming from a family that hasn’t always had it that 
easy made me want to work harder. I want to be like anton. his 
work ethic is phenomenal – and he’s hard-working and dedicated. 
another rider I really look up to is bernard Fayd’herbe. I am heav-
ier and quite tall like bernard, but he has a great work ethic and 
dedication to the game and I really look up to him for that.”

Weight
donovan rides at 55,5kgs comfortably, but can get down to 

54,5kgs if the occasion requires. “If it’s a good ride, then I’ll obvi-
ously do that weight, but I can’t go lower than that unfortunate-
ly.” In terms of managing his weight, he runs a lot, but does have 
to waste. “It’s not the easiest thing in the world, he admits, “and 
when you haven’t got the weight to lose, that makes it harder. 
you’ve got to watch what you eat and I don’t starve, but I do train 
a lot to make up for it. you can’t do one and not the other and 
there has to be a balance, but it’s going well at the moment.”

Move to Cape Town
In august 2015, donovan got a job offer from mike Robinson 

to relocate to the cape. “I always thought durban’s a tough 
place. you’ve got anton, anthony, Sean cormack was still riding 
at the time – all the top guys – and then everyone else was on a 
par. I wanted to try and better myself and further my career, so I 
thought let me take the risk and everything fell into place.” asked 
for the highlights so far, donovan says just moving to the cape is a 
highlight in itself. 

“I love it. It was so social and welcoming and made me feel like 
this is the place I wanted to be from the get go and it’s been like 
that ever since. I can’t see myself living in Joburg or durban again. 
Getting first choice for Joey is the other highlight as it’s something 
I’ve worked all my apprenticeship and time for. Obviously I’ve had 
first choice for doug campbell before, but Joey is a bit different. 
The yard is so much bigger and he’s won it all.” having been with 
the yard for a while now, donovan has seen the progression of 
the 2yo’s from the juvenile ranks into the new 3yo season. “Table 
bay and Just Sensual were among the horses that I’ve brought 

right through. It’s unfortunate that one gets taken off in the big 
ones, but anton is first choice for markus Jooste and that’s his job 
and the way it goes, but it’s nice – even sitting on the sidelines 
– to see those horses doing well and makes you feel good to be 
part of the team. Table bay was my outright pick and it’s nice to 
see he’s done so well. miranda Frost is another who did so well as 
a baby. She’s lost her way a little, but we’ll get her right. It’s good 
to work with them from 2yo’s into 3 and 4yo’s and see how they 
progress. It’s what you get up for in the morning.”

The yard is enjoying success and one of the latest fun initiatives 
is the weekly Runners Report videos that Joey and donovan post 
ahead of the weekend’s race meetings.  “Stephanie decided that 
we should help pro-mote the stable and it would be good feed-
back for owners and it’s a lot of fun. a lot of people follow Joey on 
Twitter and Facebook, so it’s nice for me to get my face out there 
too.”

donovan still finds time to ride for other stables when the op-
portunity arises, recently notching the Gr2 Southern cross Stakes 
for Justin Snaith aboard Jo’s bond.

Behind every man 
behind every man is a strong woman, but donovan has four! 

“my mom and I have a very close relationship. my mom watch-
es racing all the time and has tried to catch onto all the horsey 
terms. I have an older sister who is currently in Joburg studying 
law. She is supportive, but is always studying and never really has 
time to watch much racing and then my biggest supporter is my 
Gran.” donovan also has a long-term partner, Tayla mackinnon 
and says, “She helps me and gives me confidence. She’s the rock 
behind me and keeps me determined and focussed on what I 
want to do in life. She is so supportive and constantly has my 
back, no matter what.”

Future plans
“I’m mainly focussed on the cape season for now and am not 

travelling. being a bit of a heavy jockey, it takes a lot out of you 
having to sweat 3 or 4 or 5 times a week. Obviously for the dur-
ban season I will be travelling again. I’ve still got relationships with 
owners and trainers in durban from my time there and I always 
seem to get a few rides there. Obviously Joey goes up for the sea-
son and I’ll ride for him, but it’s nice to get around a little – people 
notice those things.”

Looking longer term, donovan has international aspirations. 
“Riding abroad is a stage that must come in every jockey’s career. 
It makes you a better rider and I’d like that experience and to get 
over there and learn what I can. I’ll want to look at sending my 
resume out in about year and half to two years’ time, but I’ll have 
to sit down and think where I want to send it to. being a heavy 
jock is not that easy, but I’d love to try out dubai, Singapore, hong 
Kong – it all depends on where would be best for my weight and 
make the most success for myself, but if I get an opportunity to 
ride abroad, I’ll need to try something different because the light-
er you are, the more chances you get and the more opportunities 
can come your way.” 

however, he wants to make his name here first and has his eye 
on the cape championship. “It’s not easy riding against the local 
guys who all have top stables behind them, but having a top sta-
ble behind me gives me the confidence that I can do it. Obviously 
it’s going to take a lot of hard work and things will need to go my 
way, but I’m determined.”

It’s good to work 
with them from 
2yo’s into 3 and 
4yo’s and see how 
they progress.  It’s 
what you get up for 
in the morning
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buy late foals at 
late sales. Trainer 
Riaan van Reenen’s 
philosophy looks to 
be paying dividends 
with the Favour 
Stud-bred son of elu-
sive Fort, elevated. 

The power player 
thrills of the cape 
Guineas passed 
with little attention 
to elevated’s gutsy 
fourth placed finish. 
a 9 december foal, 
the R100 000 cTS 
2yo Sale graduate 
still had his teeth 
falling out in the 
parade ring - but ran 
a cracker. 

“I feel for those 
three that ran in 
front of us. In six 
months we will 
change positions,” 
says his trainer of 
just 21 horses. With 
a Gr1 winner from 
both his crops, 
elusive Fort, sire of 
Lanzerac RTR Stakes 
star Safe harbour, 
has another good 
one.

Do
Us A

FAvoUr!
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LeaDinG SiReS of 3yo’S by STakeS    season 2016/2017 • 1 August - 18 December 2016

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 3,577,838 Captain Al 46 77,779 150 27 33 59% 2 2 7% 41 27% 1 William Longsword 765,000 21%
 3,540,850 Gimmethegreenlight 61 58,047 211 24 29 39% 1 2 4% 69 33% 0 Hack Green 625,000 18%
 2,528,150 Elusive Fort 39 64,824 139 12 12 31% 0 0 0% 35 25% 2 Safe Harbour 1,512,000 60%
 2,254,925 Dynasty 45 50,109 120 15 23 33% 2 2 13% 32 27% 1 Just Sensual 720,000 32%
 2,089,300 Trippi 44 47,484 126 20 26 45% 1 2 5% 29 23% 1 Gold Standard 609,375 29%
 1,869,875 Silvano 54 34,627 151 20 22 37% 0 0 0% 57 38% 0 Palladium 145,600 8%
 1,789,000 Visionaire 38 47,079 127 12 14 32% 0 0 0% 31 24% 1 Africa Rising 669,500 37%
 1,706,625 Just As Well 17 100,390 46 5 7 29% 0 0 0% 12 26% 0 Chili Con Carne 1,260,125 74%
 1,438,300 Philanthropist 49 29,353 135 9 12 18% 2 2 22% 34 25% 2 Singapore Sling 393,750 27%
 1,340,050 *Western Winter 38 35,264 113 14 17 37% 0 0 0% 31 27% 0 Bishop’s Bounty 196,875 15%
 1,308,663 *Sail From Seattle 45 29,081 157 11 12 24% 0 0 0% 42 27% 0 Last Outlaw 202,300 15%
 1,304,025 Pathfork 34 38,354 110 12 16 35% 0 0 0% 30 27% 0 Elusive Path 371,250 28%
 1,263,225 Var 66 19,140 188 12 14 18% 0 0 0% 58 31% 0 Life Is Good 119,375 9%
 1,188,213 Seventh Rock 40 29,705 129 12 17 30% 0 0 0% 37 29% 0 Rock A Bye Baby 147,550 12%
 1,107,150 Mambo In Seattle 54 20,503 142 15 15 28% 0 0 0% 28 20% 1 Seatops 93,750 8%
 1,006,850 Great Britain 33 30,511 114 8 10 24% 0 0 0% 35 31% 1 British Royale 190,625 19%

LeaDinG SiReS by STakeS    season 2016/2017 • 1 August - 18 December 2016
 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 7,720,913 Captain Al 139 55,546 447 60 76 43% 7 7 12% 134 30% 5 William Longsword 765,000 10%
 6,475,700 Silvano 164 39,486 510 60 76 37% 2 2 3% 168 33% 6 Nebula 233,750 4%
 5,624,650 Trippi 147 38,263 467 45 58 31% 3 4 7% 150 32% 5 Gold Standard 609,375 11%
 4,622,388 Dynasty 116 39,848 343 39 50 34% 3 3 8% 92 27% 7 Just Sensual 720,000 16%
 4,425,725 *Kahal 127 34,848 490 42 57 33% 1 1 2% 140 29% 0 Intergalactic 326,250 7%
 4,016,663 Elusive Fort 70 57,381 274 25 29 36% 0 0 0% 90 33% 2 Safe Harbour 1,512,000 38%
 3,545,350 Gimmethegreenlight 62 57,183 212 24 29 39% 1 2 4% 70 33% 0 Hack Green 625,000 18%
 3,088,100 *Jet Master 53 58,266 204 15 17 28% 1 1 7% 68 33% 5 Master Sabina 1,225,000 40%
 2,965,325 Var 144 20,593 429 28 32 19% 0 0 0% 136 32% 2 Life Is Good 119,375 4%
 2,809,163 *Western Winter 96 29,262 299 31 37 32% 0 0 0% 79 26% 0 Bishop’s Bounty 196,875 7%
 2,543,300 Visionaire 71 35,821 244 21 24 30% 0 0 0% 66 27% 1 Africa Rising 669,500 26%
 2,469,800 *Horse Chestnut 72 34,303 277 26 34 36% 0 0 0% 73 26% 1 Scotland 162,650 7%
 2,353,400 Mambo In Seattle 99 23,772 345 26 27 26% 1 1 4% 79 23% 4 Saratoga Dancer 227,725 10%
 2,195,700 Ideal World 65 33,780 215 16 21 25% 0 0 0% 68 32% 2 Irish Pride 522,500 24%
 2,165,963 *Sail From Seattle 73 29,671 248 20 23 27% 0 0 0% 70 28% 0 Last Outlaw 202,300 9%
 2,155,950 *Tiger Ridge 69 31,246 254 19 29 28% 0 0 0% 71 28% 0 Jo Malone 173,800 8%
 2,101,463 Seventh Rock 85 24,723 304 24 29 28% 0 0 0% 76 25% 1 Rock A Bye Baby 147,550 7%
 2,031,900 Just As Well 31 65,545 94 8 10 26% 0 0 0% 28 30% 0 Chili Con Carne 1,260,125 62%
 1,941,100 Querari 43 45,142 136 14 19 33% 1 2 7% 40 29% 1 Kangaroo Jack 417,500 22%

LeaDinG bReeDeRS by STakeS    season 2016/2017 • 1 August - 18 December 2016

 Stakes Breeder rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 10,227,063 Klawervlei Stud 303 33,753 1021 87 111 29% 5 5 6% 271 27% 6 William Longsword 765,000 7%
 8,652,000 Summerhill Stud 295 29,329 1102 69 91 23% 2 2 3% 273 25% 0 Africa Rising 669,500 8%
 4,929,725 Varsfontein Stud 88 56,020 279 38 45 43% 3 4 8% 77 28% 6 Hack Green 625,000 13%
 4,293,725 Maine Chance 136 31,572 436 41 47 30% 1 1 2% 134 31% 5 Liege 251,750 6%
 4,017,925 Highlands 128 31,390 407 36 46 28% 2 2 6% 108 27% 3 Trip To Heaven 359,375 9%
 3,102,875 Drakenstein Stud 77 40,297 247 26 32 34% 2 2 8% 94 38% 3 Singapore Sling 393,750 13%
 3,099,950 Ascot Stud 72 43,055 258 23 30 32% 1 1 4% 83 32% 3 Search Party 322,500 10%
 2,664,850 Scott Bros 122 21,843 461 23 25 19% 1 2 4% 118 26% 2 Front Rank 247,100 9%
 2,465,888 Lammerskraal Stud 67 36,804 214 21 27 31% 1 1 5% 54 25% 1 Icy Trail 400,325 16%
 2,436,250 Hemel ‘n Aarde Stud 93 26,196 328 26 34 28% 0 0 0% 79 24% 0 Magical Bet 187,250 8%
 2,114,813 GJ Armitage 66 32,043 251 21 27 32% 1 1 5% 78 31% 1 Royal Badge 156,250 7%
 2,035,650 Wilgerbosdrift 69 29,502 233 16 24 23% 1 1 6% 65 28% 1 Nebula 233,750 11%
 1,945,875 Mauritzfontein Stud 48 40,539 169 12 19 25% 0 0 0% 50 30% 1 Irish Pride 522,500 27%
 1,892,875 Moutonshoek 82 23,084 279 23 26 28% 1 1 4% 66 24% 1 Refuge 176,750 9%
 1,654,925 Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein 76 21,775 218 18 20 24% 0 0 0% 65 30% 0 Babbling Brooke 147,000 9%
 1,626,925 RJ Antrobus 4 406,731 19 2 2 50% 0 0 0% 9 47% 1 Safe Harbour 1,512,000 93%
 1,550,475 Favour Stud 52 29,817 230 15 18 29% 0 0 0% 69 30% 1 Elevated 130,800 8%
 1,496,725 Gary Player Stud 62 24,141 219 14 18 23% 0 0 0% 46 21% 2 Saratoga Dancer 227,725 15%
 1,463,425 La Plaisance Stud 41 35,693 122 15 18 37% 0 0 0% 46 38% 1 Quine 117,000 8%

LeaDinG SiReS by STakeS on Polytrack    season 2016/2017 • 1 August - 18 December 2016

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 1,142,275 Captain Al 44 25,961 95 16 18 36% 1 1 6% 22 23% 0 Celtic Captain 115,550 10%
 1,104,300 Silvano 47 23,496 102 15 17 32% 0 0 0% 27 26% 0 Scent 149,200 14%
 974,700 *Western Winter 40 24,368 86 15 17 38% 0 0 0% 17 20% 0 Call Me Winter 105,625 11%
 871,625 Dynasty 31 28,117 71 11 14 35% 0 0 0% 20 28% 0 The Stones 106,600 12%
 728,075 Black Minnaloushe 34 21,414 85 7 7 21% 0 0 0% 35 41% 0 Lucky Luciano 72,800 10%
 680,375 *Kahal 49 13,885 118 7 8 14% 0 0 0% 31 26% 0 Aramouse 98,675 15%
 665,500 Miesque’s Approval 53 12,557 145 7 7 13% 0 0 0% 34 23% 0 She Done Good 86,500 13%
 628,525 *Horse Chestnut 31 20,275 68 9 10 29% 0 0 0% 17 25% 0 Roy’s Rakara 98,725 16%
 596,000 Trippi 39 15,282 66 7 7 18% 0 0 0% 20 30% 0 Cardinal 62,700 11%
 578,875 Jay Peg 34 17,026 87 8 8 24% 0 0 0% 22 25% 0 Terabyte 70,125 12%
 570,650 Visionaire 34 16,784 69 9 9 26% 0 0 0% 16 23% 0 Minds Eye 70,125 12%

http://www.summerhill.co.za/%23thoroughbred-breeding-passion
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/sire17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/sire17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/breeder17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/sire17.pdf
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TRAInER
William Longsword’s daz-

zling cape Guineas win was a 
shining endorsement of the 
skills of one of South africa’s 
low-profile great trainers of 
the modern era. The 65 year 
old empangeni born Vaughan 
marshall has been training for 
near 40 years and has saddled 
a winner of the prestigious 
classic every decade since he 
took out his licence. his best? 

“No Guineas winner is a bad one!” he said.

JoCkEy
avontuur sponsored mJ 

byleveld’s terrific tacti-
cal ride to win the cape 
Guineas aboard William 
Longsword was probably 
his greatest moment in 
the saddle since booting 
Le drakkar home for dean 
Kannemeyer in the same 
race in 2008. The 35 year 
old ‘bakkies’ joined the Sa 

Jockey academy twenty years ago and will be looking for 
Saturday’s success to boost his confidence and current 9% 
win strike-rate.

JoCkEy-TRAInER  
CoMBo’S

The cape West coast is home to 
powerful owner Sabine Plattner’s 
Rondeberg training operation headed 
by her private trainer andre Nel. aldo 
domeyer is the stable jockey and 

they have hit good 
form with a 30% win 
strike-rate. Nel, who 
took over the reins 
from yogas Govender 
in September 2015, 
saddled a first-timer 
home-bred double at 
Kenilworth on Tues-
day. domeyer was 

aboard the first, a Querari colt named head honcho. but he 
missed the second winner – the Silvano filly Philae was well 
ridden by Grant van Niekerk. domeyer opted to ride a raced 
more fancied runner in the race. These things happen!

FoLLoW US

R a c i n g  T o  W i n

Trainer Vaughan Marshall wrote 
himself into the history books at 

Kenilworth on Saturday

MJ ‘Bakkies’ Byleveld won his second 
Cape Guineas on Saturday

Aldo Domeyer 
and andre nel 

are at the top of 
their game with 

a 30% win strike-
rate and some 
lovely young-

sters in the 
Plattner ranks

LeaDinG TRaineRS by STakeS
season 2016/2017 • 1 August - 18 December 2016

 trainer runs wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd 1st 1st stakes stks/
    %  % %  % four four%  runs

 SG Tarry 495 78 16% 97 20% 37% 62 13% 240 48% 9,982,050 20,166
 J Snaith 554 88 16% 130 23% 30% 71 13% 267 48% 7,539,725 13,610
 BJ Crawford 316 48 15% 51 16% 47% 37 12% 146 46% 4,184,588 13,242
 MF de Kock 281 35 12% 65 23% 26% 34 12% 138 49% 4,069,150 14,481
 GV Woodruff 160 27 17% 31 19% 29% 16 10% 71 44% 3,859,338 24,121
 JJ v Vuuren 132 26 20% 24 18% 46% 6 5% 57 43% 3,603,950 27,303
 M Houdalakis 241 25 10% 21 9% 33% 24 10% 97 40% 3,438,075 14,266
 DR Drier 216 36 17% 55 25% 42% 18 8% 95 44% 3,225,925 14,935
 AC Greeff 376 54 14% 71 19% 31% 38 10% 163 43% 3,194,250 8,495
 GS Kotzen 304 37 12% 36 12% 44% 31 10% 128 42% 3,179,575 10,459
 J Ramsden 172 22 13% 33 19% 27% 25 15% 91 53% 3,084,625 17,934
 C Bass-Robinson 335 28 8% 47 14% 21% 40 12% 139 41% 2,992,713 8,933
 GM Alexander 209 27 13% 24 11% 21% 26 12% 84 40% 2,813,400 13,461
 DC Howells 256 24 9% 43 17% 37% 21 8% 98 38% 2,808,575 10,971
 VH Marshall 258 25 10% 36 14% 36% 16 6% 88 34% 2,745,550 10,642
 MG Azzie 232 24 10% 33 14% 18% 27 12% 95 41% 2,712,625 11,692

LeaDinG JoCkeyS by WinS
season 2016/2017 • 1 August - 18 December 2016

 jockey rides wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd 1st 1st stakes stks/
    %  % %  % four four%  rides
 A Fortune 380 66 17% 103 27% 27% 50 13% 205 54% 4,920,238 12,948
 G Cheyne 385 65 17% 88 23% 30% 55 14% 226 59% 4,656,200 12,094
 C Zackey 526 64 12% 42 8% 31% 49 9% 202 38% 4,973,013 9,454
 R Fourie 263 60 23% 78 30% 40% 49 19% 163 62% 4,817,225 18,316
 A Marcus 221 59 27% 119 54% 35% 29 13% 151 68% 5,665,250 25,635
 A Delpech 307 59 19% 116 38% 32% 50 16% 185 60% 6,101,400 19,874
 M Yeni 598 54 9% 64 11% 23% 58 10% 234 39% 4,422,600 7,396
 G Lerena 230 52 23% 88 38% 31% 32 14% 150 65% 7,871,988 34,226
 R Simons 388 45 12% 50 13% 34% 37 10% 153 39% 3,954,075 10,191
 JP vd Merwe 428 44 10% 27 6% 33% 32 7% 164 38% 3,425,438 8,003
 L Hewitson 413 40 10% 42 10% 19% 31 8% 133 32% 3,154,701 7,639
 S Khumalo 263 38 14% 53 20% 34% 38 14% 123 47% 4,642,775 17,653
 P Strydom 212 38 18% 61 29% 26% 35 17% 119 56% 3,991,375 18,827
 M v Rensburg 410 35 9% 27 7% 30% 43 10% 148 36% 3,136,963 7,651
 R Munger 544 35 6% 23 4% 17% 46 8% 163 30% 2,734,975 5,028
 C Orffer 198 33 17% 34 17% 41% 23 12% 88 44% 2,852,788 14,408
 G v Niekerk 288 32 11% 51 18% 22% 43 15% 136 47% 3,359,750 11,666

LeaDinG TRaineRS/JoCkeyS by WinS %
season 2016/2017 • 1 August - 18 December 2016

 trainer/ runs wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd stakes stks/
 jockey   %  % %  %  runs

 GS Kotzen/R Fourie 36 15 42% 14 39% 71% 10 28% 1,249,550 34,710
 A Nel/A Domeyer 37 11 30% 14 38% 57% 5 14% 764,500 20,662
 D Kannemeyer/A Delpech 67 18 27% 24 36% 38% 14 21% 1,324,300 19,766
 J Snaith/R Fourie 124 30 24% 49 40% 35% 26 21% 2,137,850 17,241
 CS Laird/A Marcus 56 13 23% 21 38% 43% 2 4% 1,011,900 18,070
 AC Greeff/G Cheyne 150 33 22% 46 31% 33% 18 12% 1,848,850 12,326
 SG Tarry/S Khumalo 131 26 20% 37 28% 38% 18 14% 3,415,625 26,073
 C Lensley/M Yeni 91 18 20% 21 23% 29% 14 15% 824,225 9,057
 DR Drier/S Veale 89 17 19% 30 34% 37% 5 6% 1,755,950 19,730
 JJ v Vuuren/R Simons 72 14 19% 13 18% 46% 3 4% 1,513,800 21,025
 GM Alexander/A Fortune 59 11 19% 15 25% 20% 13 22% 1,261,200 21,376
 BJ Crawford/C Orffer 153 27 18% 28 18% 43% 19 12% 2,277,850 14,888
 SG Tarry/L Hewitson 65 12 18% 8 12% 38% 5 8% 951,225 14,634
 S Miller/G Wrogemann 73 12 16% 16 22% 38% 6 8% 509,225 6,976
 S von W Smit/R Simons 62 10 16% 15 24% 47% 7 11% 444,025 7,162

https://www.facebook.com/sportingpost/
https://twitter.com/sportingpost
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/horse-racing-statistics/
http://www.dkannemeyerracing.com/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/trainer17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/jockey17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/trainer17.pdf
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Racing is busy losing its all-time most important race, the race 
against time to keep the sport from fading into obscurity. 

This is a race that can and must be won given the significance of 
racing as an economic provider for so many, and the potential as a 
growing and extended source of employment in years to come.

People often ask why I am involved in trying to find solutions for 
racing, when there are so many other more lucrative forms of 
wagering that I could be spending time on. 

This is a valid question if my reason for getting involved was purely 
economic and if my love for the sport, its people and creatures could 
be discarded. Seeing horses run and the fantastic emotion it creates 
in everyone involved is something that begs to be preserved for fu-
ture generations. It is simply a thing of astounding beauty with great 
presence and natural poise and the most epic drama imaginable 
playing out in front of us daily. 

Such a pity that the dilemma in racing has come down to a 
balancing act of having to match a love for horses with economic 
expectations and the difficulty that this has presented, especially 
over the last 20 to 30 years. There is an on-going tug of war between 
the purists in the sport and those exclusively seeking profit from its 
existence, and with the expectation gap becoming too big, is causing 
a widening rift between the different stakeholders. The growing dis-
content is there for all to see with a few recent initiatives to try and 
grasp control back from the empire.

If ever there was a need to work together to find solutions that will 
satisfy both sides, it is right now. unity is strength and together, with 
a dedicated effort, it would be possible to satisfy the needs of the 
majority involved in racing. Why is this so hard for the powers that be 
to recognise and support?

Whilst betting operators have to factor in the bottom line in all 
decisions that they make it does not unburden them from campaign-
ing for the best results for all, which must include searching for and 
finding lasting solutions for racing. What could their results look like 
if they successfully championed a racing revival? There is simply no 
excuse for turning a blind eye to racing’s needs whilst longer term 
solutions are available.

Why do I still believe in racing’s ability to be profitable given its 
many detractors and clear and continued evidence of sub-economic 
performance? 

Three things stand out and should not be ignored by betting 
operators:

1 - From a content perspective racing has no peers with quality mate-
rial available almost 24/7 year round

2 - Races has a far more differentiated outcome potential than most 
other sport which from a wagering perspective presents a high 
quality dividend and betting opportunity

3 - as a game of skill racing produces long term annuity income that 

is second to none and the average age of punters attest to this as 
skilled players seldom leave the game
The above points suggest an exceptional business opportunity, 

that if correctly approached will provide meaningful bottom line 
performance and growing economic returns. The only thing that has 
stood and is standing between racing and making loads of money is a 
chronic, self-inflicted inability to market the sport effectively to new 
players. until operators make a clear distinction between turnover 
growth and customer growth in its objectives the sport will always 
come up short of its still considerable potential. 

From a marketing perspective operators show a frustrating lack 
of understanding and/or desire in terms of promoting racing as a 
medium for economic gains. 
every marketing initiative focuses almost exclusively on getting 

people to the race track and despite great success in doing this 
on big race days the conversion rate of the crowd into customers 
remains at almost zero. This is to be expected, as despite our love 
for the game, racing will never be a true spectator sport comparable 
with other mainstream sport like football, cricket, tennis or rugby. a 
minute to two minutes of action in between long periods of inactivity 
puts paid to any notion of successfully promoting racing as a vibrant 
crowd puller. This reality should be accepted and be the catalyst for 
a redefined marketing effort focussing on promoting racing as an ac-
tivity ahead of the unsuccessful efforts to market it as an attraction. 
marketing the big race days should be continued as large crowds are 
a good advertisement, but getting people to play must take centre 
stage in any promotional exercise.

once people participate by playing or owning a horse, races provide 
considerable spectator value. So what then is needed to market 
racing successfully?
most importantly, a more creative set of products that have been 

specifically designed to provide both players and operators with 
advantages which are clear and tangible. It is a fallacy to believe that 
what is good for the one will naturally be bad for the other as it is 
plausible to design and offer products packed with mutual benefits.

What would players and specifically inexperienced novices want to see?
•  more entertaining involvement
•  Greater affordability and value for money
•  Games producing more winners
•  more opportunities per game to win
•  Opportunities to win big on occasion
•  Games that are ultimately fair to players
•  To be competitive
•  Vibrant social interaction
•  easier access and modern technology
•  data and useful information
•  educational self-help programs
•  Value add services
•  What do operators want from new games?
•  Strong customer growth

o P i n i o n  -  l e o n  S m u t S

The Race is On
Without new customers no business can thrive
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o P i n i o n  -  t h e  r a C e  i S  o n

•  Large and active customer base
•  Rapid pool growth
•  Greater pool liquidity
•  churn supportive formats
•  Games that promote regular and longer 

term involvement
•  high yield opportunities
•  Lower cost structure

closely matching these wants and needs in new formats, will 
provide a highly marketable product, and would make it a fairly 
simple exercise to build a new customer base for the benefit of 
both racing and the operator’s bottom line. 

Without new customers no business can thrive and no business 
model that ignores this very important function could ever be 
optimal. 
There is an interesting correlation between skill and the level of 

wagering per player. as skill develops there are exponential gains 
for the operator in terms of the contribution received per player. 
This is because skilled players are likely to play regularly and place 
more meaningful wagers as their confidence grows and with more 
frequent wins obtained. This suggests that even though capacity 
building will take time, the end result holds a lot of promise and 
will make it a very worthy and profitable exercise.

overcoming the learning curve hurdle is the single biggest 
challenge that any new product must address to make customer 
acquisition a realistic pursuit. 
Operators should accept that new customers will not make an 

immediate impact to their bottom line but that as skill develops 
they will gain exponentially and ultimately have access to years 
of annuity income. This is why capacity building must be treated 
as a perpetual exercise and should not be neglected in growth 
strategies. Racing has already lost two or three generations of 
players because of complacency but there is still time to rectify 
this if acting now. as far as product design is concerned nothing 
is more important than players and the playing experience as the 
bottom line will gain naturally if this is taken care of. Well-designed 

game formats will 
include inflation 
hedge components 
to ensure that 
individual games 
remain profitable 
long after cus-
tomer growth has 
started slowing 
down.

I am appalled 
at the lack of 
marketing sup-
port that racing 
receives from 
operators as it has 
so much to offer 
them with a dedi-
cated approach. 

It must surely 
be time to do 
away with token 

Callan's Double Down under
Avontuur-sponsored Callan Murray has made a flying start to his 
Australian  working holiday at David Hayes’ Lindsay Park Stables. 

after jetting off on 7 december, callan landed running, post-
ing a solid 4th on his first australian ride at Park Kilmore country 
course on monday, 12 december. at his second engagement at 
Flemington on Saturday, callan rode two places from two rides, 
and posted his first aussie win from his only carded ride aboard 
Strictly Legit at mornington on Tuesday. he followed up with his 
first metro win at Sandown-hillside, aboard Sheikh hamdan’s 
barjeel on Wednesday, to keep the Sa flag flying high.

operators show a 
frustrating lack of 
understanding

programs that re-enforce the belief in racings failings and rather 
invest these funds in programs researched and designed to succeed. 
Impressive results could be obtained within a two to five year period 
and will lay an effective foundation for long term gains in both cus-
tomers and revenue. hong Kong is always touted as the racing model 
to aspire to but it is a difficult one to replicate elsewhere. This should 
not stop other jurisdictions from finding their own racing solutions 
as it would greatly enhance any operator’s reputation, standing and 
bottom line if they supported and succeeded at this vital function.

at the moment there are very few creative and committed par-
ticipants sporting racing’s colours, but those willing to run this very 
important race to the finish will come out most impressive and envia-
ble winners. 

Phumelela Shareprice
 date close high low volume
 21dec    2295     2295     2279        22,883
 20dec    2300     2300     2210        20,835
 19dec    2210     2425     2210        12,100
 15dec    2350     2350     2300         2,166
 14dec    2300     2425     2300        59,188
 13dec    2347     2347     2325        13,030
 12dec    2347     2349     2275           934
  9dec    2250     2250     2205         4,400
  8dec    2373     2387     2100        10,540
  7dec    2400     2400     2300         2,200
  6dec    2400     2425     2200         5,534
  5dec    2478     2478     2350        91,093
  2dec    2350     2350     2150           548
  1dec    2390     2390     2350         5,271
 30Nov    2396     2396     2396             0
 29Nov    2396     2396     2396         1,074
 28Nov    2396     2400     2300        41,467
 25Nov    2400     2400     2400             0

http://www.avontuurestate.co.za/
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Times Tell A Tale
Split-times on Guineas day as usual make for interesting observations.  

Neither of the two races over 1600m was true run – the Jet master Stakes slow 
early on, and the cape Guineas slowed up mid-way by marcus on Table bay. 
That gave the Guineas a sprint-finish, in which the first two home left the rest 
standing – the winner got first run, the runner-up finishing like a train.

So it looks like by slowing it up, anton dug his own grave for a change.
Interesting to observe that the Jet master Stakes was visibly on the slow side 

from the start, but still faster than the Guineas when going for home!

Split-timeS – Kenilworth 17 December
  race distance start to bend 600m(spur) finish bend-finish 600m-finish
Conditions p. 1400m 13.30  53.83 88.26 40.43 34.43
Maiden Plate 1400m 12.39 52.02 87.75 39.63 35.73

Jet Master S. 1600m 24.89 62.22 98.46  37.33 36.24
Cape Guineas 1600m 23.93 63.33 99.08 39.40 35.75

premier trophy 1800m 34.88 76.84 112.01 41.96 35.17
Victress S. 1800m 36.58 76.11 112.62 39.53 36.51

66
Fifty Cents’ dramatic victory in 
the Listed Jet Master Stakes at 
Kenilworth on Saturday heralded 
a 66th individual stakes winner for 
South africa’s reigning champion 
sire, Trippi. bred by drakenstein 
Stud, Fifty cents survived an ob-
jection to hold on to the winner’s 
cheque. On the same afternoon, 
Trippi’s Gr2 Selangor cup winning 
son Gold Standard chased Wil-
liam Longsword home  in the Gr1 
cape Guineas. Trippi has over 120 
stakes horses to his credit thus far.

Impressive
drakenstein’s stallion Philanthropist, whose first local crop has 

produced a pair of graded winners, has caught the eye in recent 
times. his filly Outlander impressed at the Vaal last Thursday when 
bolting home by 8 lengths. Trained by corne Spies, the well-related 
2yo was bred by Klawervlei Stud and was a R250 000 buy from this 
year’s emperors Palace Select yearling Sale.

Top of The Slops
Run on the same day as our own Sun met, the inaugural 

uS$12 million Gr1 Pegasus World cup at Gulfstream Park will 
host a rematch between rising star arrogate and uS horse Of 
The year california chrome. arrogate shot to the top of the 
World’s best Racehorse Rankings following his thrilling win 
over chrome in the Gr1 breeders’ cup classic in November. 
chrome will ship to Gulfstream Park on 6 January to familiar-
ise himself with the track and his biggest challenge could lie 
in the underfoot conditions, - there is plenty of rain in Florida 
around that time of the year and they are known to often 
race in the mud.

Big 4
avontuur-sponsored jock-

ey Greg cheyne swept past 
andrew Fortune and into 
the lead on the Sa Jockey 
log after monday’s Fairview 
meeting. he teamed up 
with his east cape boss 
alan Greeff to boot home 
4 winners on the eight-race 
programme. cheyne has 
often labelled his Greeff 
association as ‘the best job 
in Sa horseracing’.

Party 
Animal

Justin Snaith’s grass-green 
juvenile Sir Frenchie was a 
good winner on debut at Ke-
nilworth on Saturday. Owner 
braam van huyssteen said 
that ‘Frenchie’ was slang for 
party animal. his win coin-
cided with his sire choisir 
producing his 78th stakes 
winner at doomben on the 
same day. choisir has sired 
30 stakes winning 2yo’s, 
including the Gr1 winners 
Olympic Glory, The Last Lion 
and choice bro.

New course record for the 
Scottsville 1000m straight 
was set by the Gavin van 
Zyl trained grey flyer Isca, 

narrowly beating previous record holder muscatt. 
bred and raced by Werner and Nelmare acker-
man, Isca is by champion sprinter Var out of the 
unraced brazillian-bred Jolie bele. Var won the 
Gr1 Prix de l’abbeye on arc-day at Longchamp in 
the fastest time ever by a colt: 1000m in 55s.

Van Zyl says he has plans for Isca. “he just  
doesn’t enjoy Joburg, but I’d like to aim him at 
the computaform Sprint and raid from Sum-
merveld. I have always believed that you need a 
sub-56s horse to have a shout in the computa-
form – so he certainly warrants the chance.” 
These observations are borne out by the times 
set by three of the past five computaform Sprint 
winners: carry On alice (2016) clocked 55,74 
secs, alboran Sea (2015) 55,59 secs and What a 
Winter (2013) 55,67 secs.

Much Needed 
Break?

a leading trainer confided 
that trying to book a jockey 
to ride over the New year 
period was more difficult 
than winning the July. “If 
you need the income and 
the winners, one would 
think they’d be keen to 
work and ride!” he said. 
considering that more than 
forty Sa jockeys have ridden 
two or less winners in close 
on five months this season, 
we’d imagine they would be 
queuing up to ride.

Short Heads

Tough. Very Tough!
The 11yo General Tufto, a son of Fantastic Light, came from 
stone last at Southwell on Tuesday to bolt home at his 100th 
outing at the course. It was also his 188th career start, from 
which he has won 17 races, with 17 seconds and 25 thirds. 
That’s the kind of horse anybody would want to own or train!
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the list of the ten most expensive sires in the world for 2017 
offers a fascinating  insight into the international nature of the 
sport. The top four spots are held by Galileo, Dubawi, Tapit and 
Deep impact, stallions based in ireland, Newmarket, Kentucky 
and Japan. 

1. GaLiLeo - 1998 Sadler’s Wells - urban Sea (miswaki)
Coolmore, Ireland  - fee: private

Galileo’s official fee remains unknown to the public, as it has done 
since 2008. however, off the record reports lead us to assume he 
is the world’s most expensive stallion, a mantle he has seemingly 
held for several years. he is the dominant stallion of our time, one 
who has altered the benchmarks of excellence over a reasonably 
short period of time.

In 2016, the son of Sadler’s Wells secured his eighth british 
and Irish sires’ championship with prize-money of approximately 
£10.5 million.  In europe, his total stood at a colossal £16.24 mil-
lion. There was the brilliant filly minding alongside other bally-
doyle three-year-olds such as alice Springs, Seventh heaven and 
The Gurkha, Gr1-winning two-year-olds churchill, Rhododendron 
and Waldgeist and the older horses Found, highland Reel and 
Order Of St George, who provided Galileo with an unprecedented 
1-2-3 in the arc.

he sired a personal best of 13 individual Gr1 winners in the 
Northern hemisphere during 2016, and, when churchill took the 
National Stakes in September, it provided him with 60 individual 
Gr1 winners, a landmark achieved in a quicker time than it took 
Sadler’s Wells.

breeders unable to get into Galileo now have the choice of a 
number of sons, including two proven Gr1 sires at darley in New 
approach and Teofilo. 

2. DUbaWi - 2002 dubai millennium - Zomaradah (deploy)
Dalham Hall Stud, Newmarket, UK   - fee: £250.000

dubawi’s fee rose for the fourth consecutive time in response to 
another strong year on the track and phenomenal demand for his 
progeny in the sale ring.

darley’s flagship stallion is the sire of 26 Gr1 winners to date, 
many of whom were produced when he stood for £25.000 or 
less. 

It was away from the track, however, that dubawi really stole 
the headlines. he returned an average of 972.667gns at book 1 of 
the Tattersalls October Sale and provided the €1.4 million topper 
at the Goffs Orby Sale.

3. TaPiT - 2001 Pulpit - Tap your heels (unbridled)
Gainesway Farm, Kentucky, USA - fee: $300.000 

he broke his own North american single-season earnings record 
for the third consecutive year in 2016 with the winners of close to 

$19 million, surpassing his previous record of $18.3m set in 2015. 
It is hard to pinpoint a defining moment in Tapit’s year. To some 

onlookers, it would be Frosted’s breathtaking 14 length win in the 
Gr1 metropolitan handicap. To others, it might be the moment 
when creator became his second belmont Stakes winner in three 
years. his dominance could also be summed up by the finish to 
the Gr1 Spinaway Stakes at Saratoga, in which he supplied the 
dead-heaters Pretty city and Sweet Loretta.

4. DeeP iMPaCT - 2002 Sunday Silence - Wind In her hair 
(alzao)
Shadai Stallion Stakes, Japan  - fee: 30 million Yen (£200.000)

deep Impact remains the dominant stallion in Japan, as his sire 
Sunday Silence was before him. his international stature is grow-
ing year on year as more breeders outside Japan take note of his 
record, headlined by five consecutive Japanese sires’ champion-
ships.

he had nine individual Gr1 winners worldwide in 2016 to bring 
his overall tally to 27. With a growing number of european-based 
representatives and the unwavering loyalty of Japan’s leading 
breeders, deep Impact’s influence will almost certainly strength-
en further in 2017.

5. WaR FRonT - 2002 danzig - Starry dreamer (Rubiano)
Claiborne Farm, Kentucky, USA   - fee: $250.000 

The ongoing support of coolmore alongside a number of leading 
american and european breeders has helped ensure that War 
Front remains one of the most sought-after stallions worldwide. 
his 2014 crop were bred the year that claiborne raised War 
Front’s fee to $80,000. ballydoyle housed a classy number of 
those as juveniles, including brave anna and Roly Poly who ran 
one-two in the Gr1 cheveley Park Stakes, Gr2 Vintage Stakes win-
ner War decree, and Gr3 Round Tower Stakes winner Intelligence 
cross.

6. aMeRiCan PHaRoaH - 2012 Pioneerof The Nile - Little-
missprincessemma (yankee Gentleman)
Ashford Stud, Kentucky, USA - fee: private

Few american runners have captured the imagination of the 
racing public like america’s 2015 horse of the year.

Zayat Stables’ charismatic homebred ended the 37-year 
drought for a Triple crown winner and in turn became a celebrity 
outside racing, in one instance appearing on the front cover of 
Vogue. his fee for 2017 is private but seems likely to float some-
where near the level of $200.000 that was set upon his retire-
ment in 2016.

he covered 208 mares during his first season at coolmore’s 
american arm, ashford Stud. 

S t a l l i o n  P o w e r

World’s Ten Priciest Stallions 
– Guess Who?

https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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7. FRankeL - 2008 Galileo - Kind (danehill)
Banstead Manor Stud, Newmarket, UK  - 
fee: £125.000
Frankel racked up an unbeaten sequence 
of 14 victories, including 10 at the top 
level, defeating 25 individual Group 1 
winners. he was rated 147 by Timeform, 
the highest figure ever recorded in that 
organisation’s history.

he covered an outstanding book of 
mares at £125.000 in his first season and, 
although it is still early days, the son of 
Galileo is on the way with a first crop that 
includes six stakes winners.

Frankel’s first Gr1 winner was Soul Stir-
ring in the hanshin Fillies’ Stakes in Japan 
in december. In europe his battalion is 
headed by the Gr2 Lowther Stakes winner 
Queen Kindly and Gr3 Princess margaret 
Stakes winner Fair eva.

8jt = CURLin - 2004 Smart Strike  -  
Sherriff’s deputy (deputy minister)
Hill ’n’ Dale Farm, Kentucky, USA - fee: 
$150.000 
Twice horse of the year, seven-time Gr1 
winner, and highest North american 
money earner of all time with $10.5 
million banked over two seasons, curlin 
was already a celebrity when he retired to 
Lane’s end Farm in Kentucky in 2009. he 
stood his first season for $75.000, but by 
2013 that figure had dropped to $25.000. 
his fee hit $100.000 for the first time in 
2016, his first season at hill ’n’ dale. as the 
second leading North american sire this 
year, will undoubtedly be popular.

8jt = MeDaGLia D’oRo 1999 el Prado  
- capuccino bay (bailjumper)
Darley, Kentucky, USA  - fee: $150.000 
medaglia d’Oro commands that fee for the 
second year running. his daughter Song-
bird established herself as one of the great 
fillies of the modern era, following another 
brilliant representative in Rachel alex-
andra. medaglia d’Oro heads an overall 
list of Gr1 winners that also includes top 
australian 2yo Vancouver and this year’s 
breeders’ cup Juvenile Fillies Turf winner 
New money honey.

8jt = UnCLe Mo - 2008 Indian charlie   
- Playa maya (arch)
Ashford Stud, Kentucky, - fee: $150,000 
The champion american juvenile of 2010 
has wasted little time in establishing 
himself as the dominant stallion of his 
generation.

S t a l l i o n  P o w e r  -  t h e  1 0  P r i C i e S t 

how horses performed in South africa’s 
black type races, expressed in points 
based on the kind of races and how far 
behind the winner they finished. 

a full explanation of the point system 
and the complete list of point earners is 
on the Sporting post website. 

ToP eaRneRS 
for the 2016/2017 season

(to 18 december)
horse  age sex points races
master Sabina 7 c 100 1
Kangaroo Jack 4 c 75 2
William Longsword 3 c 70 1
Just Sensual 3 f 70 1
Gold Standard 3 c 60 2
New Predator 4 c 53 2
Search Party 4 c 50 1
Icy Trail 4 c 50 1
Legal eagle 5 c 50 1
bezanova 6 c 50 1
The conglomerate 5 c 37 1
master Switch 5 c 34 1
Safe harbour 3 f 32 1
Jo's bond 4 f 30 1
mella maria 4 f 30 1
Singapore Sling 3 c 30 1
ektifaa 3 f 30 1
Intergalactic 4 f 30 1
bold Rex 3 c 28 2
captain america 6 c 25 1
Nebula 4 c 25 1
captain's Flame 4 f 25 1
Fortissima 4 f 25 1
Green Pepper 3 f 25 1
Royal badge 4 c 25 1
Krambambuli 5 c 22 1
marinaresco 4 c 21 1
Liege 4 c 21 2
Silicone Valley 6 c 20 1
Saratoga dancer 5 c 19 1
deo Juvente 5 c 17 1
Prince Of Wales 4 c 15 1
bella Sonata 4 f 13 1
edict Of Nantes 3 c 11 1
Polyphonic 4 f 11 1
carry On alice 5 f 10 1
Tahini 4 f 10 1
Sail 3 f 8 1
Visuality 3 f 8 1
Scandal 4 f 6 1
Will Pays 5 c 5 1
heavenly blue 3 c 4 1
Final Judgement 3 f 4 1

d i g e S t  d i a r y

Features To Come
Sat 24 dec (L) Southeaster Sprint 
 1100m Kenilworth

mon 26 dec  Gr3 Christmas Handicap 
    1600m Greyville   

Sat 31 dec Gr3 Lebelo Sprint  
 1000m Turffontein

Sun 1 Jan Gr3 Flamboyant S (F&m) 
 1600m Greyville (P/T)

Wed 4 Jan (L) Lady’s bracelet (F&m)  
 1600m Fairview (T)

Fri 6 Jan  Gr2 Sceptre Stakes (F&m)  
 1200m Kenilworth

Fri 6 Jan (l) Jamaica Handicap (F&m)  
 2000m Kenilworth

Sat 7 Jan  Gr1 l’Ormarins Queens plate 
 1600m Kenilworth 

 Gr1 maine Chance Farms  
 Paddock Stakes (F&m)  
 1800m Kenilworth 

 Gr2 Peninsula Handicap  
 1800m Kenilworth 

 Gr3 Chairmans Cup  
 3200m Kenilworth 

 Gr3 politician Stakes (3yo’s)   
 3200m Kenilworth 

Sun 8 Jan Gr3 London news Stakes  
 1800m Turffontein Inner 

  (l) Sea Cottage (3yo’s) 
 1800m Turffontein Inner

his first two-year-olds earned $3.6m in 
2015, a record figure for a North american 
first-crop sire that eclipsed the previous 
benchmark of $2.8 million set by Tapit in 
2009. The group was led by breeders’ cup 
Juvenile hero Nyquist, who went on to land 
the Kentucky derby, Gr1 alcibiades Stakes 
winner Gomo, and Gr1 Wood memorial 
winner Outwork, followed by 19 other 
stakes winners. his second crop includes  
Gr2 Remsen Stakes winner mo Town.

uncle mo ends the year as North 
america’s third leading sire of 2016, quite 
a remarkable feat considering he has only 
two crops running for him. as result his fee 
has doubled for 2017.

Originally published on  
www.thoroughbredracing.com  
– see more on www.sportingpost.co.za

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/score-card/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/score-card/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.thoroughbredracing.com
http://www.sportingpost.co.za
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v i e w  f r o m  t h e  B o x

Tellytrack’s coverage of the 2016 
Grand Parade Cape Guineas
“It’s a shocker”, says Martin Locke

After his review of the Fillies Classic two weeks ago – with a 
glass of kleine Zalze Sauvignon for company - Martin Locke 
settles down for an afternoon’s appraisal of the Colt’s 
Classic, this time with something stronger to hand.  
I decided on this wonderful classic day’s racing, The 

Grand Parade Guineas, that I would spoil myself and up 
my game with a glass of my favorite Kleine Zalze Shiraz – 
somewhat heavier than my Fillies Guineas Sauvignon - just 
in case the TV coverage was anything like last time!

however, I was prepared to put memories of the Fillies Guineas 
coverage behind me as the superb racing to come was sure to 
be better than last time!  So feet up in the Fat Sac, a sip of this 
distinctive red, mmmm one more and now, I decided to give 
Supabets one more go, l mean these untrained panelists do love 
their sport and betting!  

It wasn’t long before our mbe, Terry Paine ripped into aus-
tralia’s heayweight opening bowler, big Rod (he was a good 
un!), stating he doesn’t know what Rod is doing on the show, 
he doesn’t tip any winners (much guffaw from the panel) and 
couldn’t even pick his own nose!  

Well, not to put too fine a point on it, Terry couldn’t even tip his 
own team Southampton to win!  With apologies to her majesty 
The Queen, after his nose quip I decided that after my upbring-
ing in manchester and landing up in sophisticated Stellenbosch, 
I would muzzle Terry, back man u and with apologies to Gary, 
alistair and Liam, switch off until uSO.

Reliable, popular, knowledgeable Stan elley and Justin Vermaak 
lifted the tone up to the level expected for this classic day.  If I 
might I digress for a moment, last season’s preview programmes 
often included the very talented young trainers that are coming 
through such as adam marcus, mathew de Kock and young Tim-
othy Woodruff. I did feel that just the two of them was not doing 
justice to the classic – I would like to have had one of the afore-
mentioned plus either Joey Ramsden or brett crawford.  

Start with TV
While The Stipes are trying to figure out the lightening de-

tectors at the big T (great article, mike de Kock!), one wonders 
whether it’s time to look after our good looking jocks and world 
class thoroughbreds and spare a thought for the fact that it’s long 
overdue that local horse racing realized it’s time to change the 
image NOW. I’ve been involved in TV for over 50 years  and in 
horse racing since the late 70’s and really feel I am qualified to say 
‘guys, please start with TV’.  

Never in my opinion, has racing in Sa been in a stronger posi-
tion from every single point of view except from the TV coverage, 
which is abysmal.  That’s not meant to be a knock, it’s just a fact, 
but it can be fixed.  

With rumours of Government 
intervention and thoughts about 
following the hong Kong model, 
how come South african racing and 
its profits are going into the back 
pockets of shareholders of a listed 
company?  

Pondering these imponderables, I 
took another sip of Shiraz, watched a 
couple of races and rather let excite-

ment get the better of me as we were treated to a glorious 
ten whole minutes coverage of the horses in the Parade Ring 
– allowing me hope that there might be more to come for the 
fabulous thoroughbreds lined up for later.  

Penny wise, pound foolish?
however, the flow was jarred with the delay to Turffontein’s 

race 3.  The hold up illustrated the frailty of having only one 
presenter to carry the entire load. Julie alexander struggled to 
fill air time while Lady cristina was reshod and viewers at home 
twiddled their thumbs.  The single presenter decision was taken 
to save costs, as reinforced by mike de Kock pointing out that 
turnover and attendances are on the slide. 

however, scenarios such as this force the question why, when 
there are such obvious and glaring inadequecies, 50% of the 
reported two hundred million it takes to run the industry makes 
its way into the hands of the shareholders as dividends?  The In-
dustry surely could be better served if (some of) that money was 
set aside for the development of horse racing and an increase 
in stakes, translating into a healthier sport and industry.  Our 
breeders, mainly the smaller ones, are dying out and the smaller 
owners are not far behind.  We need to reverse these trends!  
Government must ask some questions and get involved, hopeful-
ly a white paper from our minister of Finance, not the President!  

back to our single presenter problem and watching Julie, who is 
one of the best I have trained, floundering a couple of times and 
baring all - well nearly – one has to come to the conclusion that 
there’s something seriously wrong.  

Why, when there is footage of two local meetings running 
concurrently and there are delays with one, doesn’t the Producer 
simply switch to the other?  especially if the other is the day’s 
big feature with, presumably, the lion’s share of the day’s betting 
turnover?  

Confusion reigns
Leading up to Kenilworth race 2, we had Vicky doing her thing 

as a voice over on a split screen with Julie doing hers up at Turf-
fontein.  The Producer cut from one to the other with no intro 
from the studio and viewers were put through some strenuous 
mental gymnastics to work out which picture to watch!  
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back to Kenilworth Race 3, the first glimpse of the horses was 
the canter down with 9 minutes to the off.  This was not very 
promising with the big races to come and two additional interna-
tional meetings to try and squeeze in!  

Trying to cover four meetings at once is just one of the reasons 
channel 239 is not watched by outsiders – you have to be a de-
vout racing fan to make head or tail of it!  The whole thing was hit 
and miss, giving the general feel that the production team were 
flying by the seat of their pants and I was being constantly bom-
barded with owners and mares, sorry, mates slinging off about 
the hopeless coverage!

Then we were subjected to a different set  of betting odds on 
screen, but without any accompanying voiceover.  Then voices 
fading in without a crossing into a race and the viewer at home 
left to try and fathom which was which.  GeNTLemeN, TellyTrack’s 
channel 239 is the voice and image of the sport and the horse 
racing industry.  bearing in mind that you are judged against the 
likes of Super Sport, are you truly happy with this dog’s breakfast? 

I have been involved for decades with the leaders and admin-
istrators of most sports and they are constantly updating their 
coverage.  Take the IPL T Twenty as an example – it’s an exciting 
product and they make use of players in order to provide an 
inside view and bring the game alive for viewers.  

Just look at the past internationals Jackman, bishop, Pollock, 
Wessells and many more.  by contrast, I have trained and coached 
top jockeys from the past and they tell me they don’t like Telly-
Track’s coverage and are not prepared to be part of the way they 
do things.  What a massive opportunity passing us by.

Back to the racing, sort of
With 11 mins to the off of race 4, we were treated to shots of 

a few of the horses leaving the Parade Ring, this accompanied by 
our Studio Presenter discussing the soccer pools!  Then a couple 
of minutes silence before Stan introduced a venue for the aged 
having a festive occasion!  While it is a commendable gesture, it 
was hard to reconcile that this was the lead up to the rest of the 
afternoon’s top notch racing.  

The pattern stayed pretty much the same, with coverage cut-
ting in and out of the 4 different race meetings, interspersed with 
the odd interview pre-recorded at the stables sometime during 
the week. It felt very bitty and I have to feel sorry for Stan and 
Vicky in particular, who really tried to lift her presentation.  

The main event
but let’s deal with the build up to the big race.  This consisted of 

a large gulp of Shiraz because there quite simply wasn’t any build 
up.  I hate to dwell on this, but for the decades Robin bruss and 
myself covered this race for the Sabc, we had top, world class 
producers who would tie in with dieter Wohlberg and TellyTrack 
and it rated right up alongside our coverage of cricket, golf, rugby 
etc.  

One only needs to look at the list of past winners to appreciate 
what a truly great sporting event this is on our calendar.  Variety 
club won it in 2011 for markus Jooste and went on to give him a 
thrilling ride all over the world, developing him into an interna-
tional owner, international breeder, dare I say it markus, maybe 
even more important than your international business!

due to trying to cover 4 meetings, the Producer decided to 
flight things in chronological running order and there was no 
crossing to the Parade ring to view the Guineas runners.  Surely to 
goodness, it would be OK to pop back and forth to the other races 
with quick live updates from Kenilworth to build up the Guineas?  

Television is about immersing people in events as they unfold 
and bringing people to love watching the sport.  We saw none of 
that on Saturday.  

That awful camera angle
It was a great shame to miss the runners on parade as it is a 

fantastic part of the race and for many viewers it’s the first chance 
to see some of these fabulous 3yo’s.  

but in the end, with 5 minutes to the off, we were left with the 
usual view of anonymous backsides (horse and human) receding 
off into the distance courtesy of that horrid camera angle.  Stan 
and Vicky were left with so little time and justice surely was not 
done to the race sponsor, Grand Parade Investments and par-
ticularly to one of the most dynamic businessmen, horse owner, 
breeder and administrator for WP racing, hassen adams, the boss 
man who has done so much for cape Racing.  

another sip of Shiraz.  I’m trying to come to terms with the fact 
that I haven’t seen the horses in the parade ring, haven’t seen 
them going down and have 3 minutes left to see this massive 
race.  I’m absolutely bemused and downright disappointed.  If 
I put my Gc hat on for the moment, if TellyTrack did that to the 
daily News, I don’t think they’d be invited back again !  

no mess, no fuss
We did get coverage of the race itself and then, with no cere-

mony or post race fuss, Kenilworth and our day’s main event were 
dispatched with and coverage preremptorily switched to the next 
venue.  Viewers around the country could be forgiven for wonder-
ing what on earth was going on – and quite why they’d bothered 
to tune in in the first place!  

mJ byleveld rode a great race, Vaughan marshall is a consum-
mate professional and one could see by his emotions after the 
race how much this humble man deserved his moment.  Plus 
the relationship between trainer and jockey is an example to the 
industry – sticking with each other through thick and thin.  This is 
one of the good stories in racing and we missed it!  

Instead of a glorious day of the very best of the country’s 3yo’s 
battling for supremacy at our flagship racecourse and a celebra-
tion for some of our long-standing racing men, it was a sad an-
ti-climax to what should have been one of our headline meetings 
of the year.  

They don’t come around that often - how hard can it really be to 
make a little extra fuss and treat viewers to an entertaining day’s 
coverage with all the pomp and build up a race of this stature de-
serves?  having assisted WP Racing with all their Sabc coverage 
from 1976 till the turn of the century, I can’t remember anything 
like this inexplicable performance.  There is no excuse for not 
having Fiona, who did a stout job on horseback with the winning 
jockey, in the parade ring to bring the event alive.  Something.  
anything!  

but no, our top classic was dismissed with about as much cere-
mony as a bog standard maiden.  What a shocker!  and what a pity.

v i e w  f r o m  t h e  B o x  -  i t ' S  a  S h o C K e r !
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B r e e d i n g

Deputy Governs
Lammerskraal Stud resident sire Go Deputy (Deputy Minister) 
made his mark at kenilworth last Saturday, with Icy Trail landing 
the Gr2 Premier Trophy and Royal Badge winning the Gr3 Cape 
Summer Stayers Handicap. 
Royal badge had been third to marinaresco in the Gr3 Winter 

classic last season, and so provided another boost to the form of 
last season’s cape Winter Series races – franked by marinaresco 
in the Green Point Stakes and improving Whisky baron.

Go deputy’s current event won the cape Summer Stayers last 
year, giving the stallion a double.

Icy Trail and Royal badge are the third and fourth graded 
winners from their sire’s current crop of 4yo’s, which is headed 
by Triple crown winner abashiri, and Gr2 Gold bracelet victress 
Flying Ice. 

Go deputy’s 2012 foal crop includes three other stakes horses, 
while his current 3yo crop has Gr3 Fillies mile runner-up Tam-
balang.

Go deputy is by deputy minister, whose descendants had a 
particular impact on breeder’s cup races and the longest of the 
uS classic races, the Gr1 belmont Stakes. deputy minister sired 
breeder’s cup winners Open mind, Go For Wand and awesome 
again, the latter in turn siring four bc winners, notably  horse Of 
The year and classic winner, Ghostzapper.

deputy minister mares have produced breeder’s cup winners 
curlin (Smart Strike), halfbridled (unbridled), man Of Iron (Giant’s 
causeway), and Tapizar (Tapit). This year deputy minister is 
broodmare sire of Gr1 winners abel Tasman (Starlet Stakes) and 

Frosted (Whitney Stakes, 
met hcp). Ghostzapper has 
enjoyed breeder’s cup suc-
cess via daughter Judy The 
beauty, and currently is sire 
of unbeaten Gr2 Kentucky 
Jockey club Stakes winner 
mccraken, a contender for 
the 2017 Kentucky derby.

another son of deputy 
minister to have made 

his mark on the breeder’s cup is the undefeated Silver deputy, 
whose Silverbulletday captured the 1998 bc Juvenile Fillies. Silver 
deputy is broodmare sire of the bc winners Groupie doll and 
Wavell avenue. 

deputy minister got a pair of Kentucky Oaks winners in Open 
mind and Keeper hill, and is damsire of Silverbulletday and Rags 
To Riches who won the churchill downs classic in 1999 and 2007.

To date, deputy minister is the broodmare sire of more than 
200 stakes winners, while his sons, dehere, Silver deputy and 
French deputy have all gone on to enjoy considerable success as 
broodmare sires . French deputy is damsire of Go deputy’s own 
stablemate Visionaire (Grand Slam), among others. 

Former champion 2yo dehere is damsire of dual breeder’s cup 
winner and sire midnight Lute (Real Quiet).

deputy minister sired 1997 belmont Stakes winner Touch Gold, 
while daughter better Than honour foaled two winners of the 
race (Jazil and Rags To Riches). another daughter, Rhythm Of Life, 
got belmont winner Sarava (Wild again).

To top it all, deputy minister is broodmare sire of dual uS horse 
Of The year curlin (Smart Strike), who ranks as one of North 
america’s hottest stallions, standing at a fee of $150.000 in 2017. 
This makes him the joint third most expensive stallion standing at 
stud in the uS next year. 

- Sarah Whitelaw

Go Deputy

http://www.magicmillions.com.au/
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norman Conquest
Sixteen long years spanned trainer 
Vaughan marshall’s patient pause be-
tween Gr1 cape Guineas’ toasts. appro-
priately he kept things in the family with 
captain al’s son William Longsword, who 
emulated his sire’s feat of the year 2000. It 
must feel like only yesterday that Jeff Lloyd 
piloted captain al in the pink dos Santos 
silks from the 16/16 draw to win the then 
cape argus Guineas on a memorable 
January day, for more reasons than one: 
“Trophy?”, exclaimed Jeff when examining 
the owner’s award post-race, “come on, 
get real - this is just plastic!” – which it was. 
There was nothing plastic about captain 
al’s subsequent achievements, both on 
and off the track as a stallion. 
William Longsword, named after the 
second ruler of Normandy,  showed his 
Selangor cup run to be all wrong – turning 
the tables on the winner Gold Standard 
and australian-bred Table bay. This was a 
third win in the race in five years for Sa’s 
champion owners mayfair Speculators, 
following Variety club (2011) and act Of 
War (2014).
Selangor cup winner Gold Standard ran on 
late for second after the marshall bird had 
flown and caught him marginally flat-foot-
ed. The runner-up looks an Investec cape 
derby prospect and should relish the extra 
400m.

B l a C K  t y P e  r e S u l t S

kenilworth (new) 
saturday, 17 december

Course Variant: 0,56s slow (straight)  
– 1.22s slow (bend)

Due to a south-easterly headwind of around 
28km/h, times for the straight course were 

negatively affected Along with the dryer summer 
conditions, the southerly head wind at the key 

Saturday meetings has been steadily decreasing in 
recent weeks, and these factors combined to give a 
quicker course variant down the straight. However, 
with the false rail being a little further out than last 
week and the graded races not being run as fast 
as they might have been, the effect on the course 
variant around the bend was totally the opposite.

dingaans winner Singapore Sling, KZN 
challengers hack Green and Gunner, and 
mike de Kock’s met entry heavenly blue 
disappointed.
William Longsword, a R2.2m cape Premier 
yearling Sale book 1 purchase, was bred 
by Klawervlei Stud, out of Fort Wood mare 
Pagan Princess, who is half sister to cham-
pion Victory moon. The mare also bred 
Gr1 winning sprinter Real Princess (by 
Trippi).  a winner of 5 races with 1 place 
from 7 starts, William Longsword has now 
banked stakes of R817.500.
Gr1 Cape Guineas     1600m 

Winner William Longsword raced 4th; led 
250m; ran on strongly; 
Runner up Gold Standard raced 5th; steadi-
ly gaining at finish
Third Table Bay set pace; no chance with 
first two
Time: Leader slowed up the pace round 
the bend, which resulted in a sprint up the 
straight. Not a true run race and not neces-
sarily a result and ratings to rely on.
We gave the 4th Elevated (prev 
86/84/86/86/78) 89 which makes the winner 
(prev 84/85/89/82/91) 98, the runner up 
(prev 64/76/74/82/92) 97 and the 3rd (prev 
91/91/91/101/87) 90

98   1   0.00 William longsWord  (13) 60.0 M Byleveld  22/1 
3 b c Captain Al - Pagan Princess (Fort Wood) 
97   2   0.50 gold standard  (6) 60.0 R Fourie  11/2 
3 b c Trippi - Olympic Dam (Model Man) 

bloodstock Sa  Val De Vie Sale R725k
90   3   3.75 Table bay  (7) 60.0 A Marcus  3/1 
 3 b c Redoute’s Choice - Gabriella(GB) (Cape Cross) 

aushorse 
A$120k Yearling

89   4   4.15 Elevated  (12) 60.0 G Cheyne  40/1      
89   5   4.35 Edict Of Nantes  (16) 60.0 C Orffer  13/1      
89   6   4.40 Africa Rising  (2) 60.0 S Khumalo  6/1      
88   7   4.60 Singapore Sling  (9) 60.0 A Forbes  13/1      
87   8   5.35 Elusive Path  (8) 60.0 G v Niekerk  66/1      
87   9   5.40 Heavenly Blue  (15) 60.0 Wei Marwing  8/1      
86   10   5.50 Hack Green  (5) 60.0 S Veale  15/1      
86   11   5.55 I Travel Light  (14) 60.0 D Dillon  50/1      
85   12   6.05 Bishop’s Bounty  (3) 60.0 A Domeyer  28/1      
83   13   6.80 Zodiac Ruler  (11) 60.0 P Strydom  15/1      
81   14   7.80 Pacific Spirit  (10) 60.0 JP vd Merwe  40/1      
78   15   9.30 Craven  (4) 60.0 B Fayd’herbe  9/1      
73   16  11.55 Gunner  (1) 60.0 B Lerena  35/1      
time: 99.34s (62.09s avg/1000m, or 58km/h) 
sP total %: 121%
1st  t:VH Marshall o:Mayfair Speculators (Pty) Ltd (Nom: Mr D L 
Brugman) b:Klawervlei Stud 

Gr1 Cape Guineas         R1-million
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Gr2 premier trophy                  R400,000

Trail Runner
Trainer candice bass-Robinson registered 
her biggest success as a trainer with Go 
deputy gelding Icy Trail. The 4yo had 
looked to have a tough task at the weights, 
but scored his third consecutive win in 
eyecatching fashion and signalled that he’s 
likely to be better than rated.
mike de Kock Sun met hopeful bold Rex 
was given every chance but again ap-
peared to throw in the towel late, and 
finished a well-beaten third. In his defence 
it may be that he just does not stay this far 
in a true run race.
a R270.000 National yearling Sale pur-
chase, the Lammerskraal Stud-bred  Icy 
Trail is by Go deputy out of the nine-time 
winning Jallad mare Icy air. he has won 
6 races with 3 places from 14 starts, for 
stakes of R566.025.

Gr2 Premier Trophy                        1800m 
Gr2 Premier Trophy 1800m
Winner Icy Trail raced 4th in a tightly 
bunched field entering the straight (they 
raced slowly around the bend); led 300m; 
kept on strongly; won narrowly
Runner up Krambambuli raced 2nd; ran on; 
held every chance
Third Bold Rex (best handicapped) raced 
6th; some progress and every chance
Time: This was run faster than the Gr3 Vic-
tress Stakes (the only other 1800m race on 
the card), but even so it was false run and 
resulted in a sprint up the straight. Result 
and rating may not stand up.
We gave the runner up (prev 
93/88/98/94/92) 98 which makes the winner 
85/82/84/84/88) 97 and the 3rd (prev 
38/84/88/102/95) 91

97   1   0.00 icy trail  (4) 58.5 G v Niekerk  7/1 
4 b g Go Deputy - Icy Air (Jallad) 

bloodstock Sa  Nat - 270k
98   2   0.30 Krambambuli  (7) 59.0 A Domeyer  15/1  
5 ch g Black Minnaloushe - Sailing To Rio(AUS) (Woodman) 
91   3   0.50 bold rex  (2) 52.0 M Byleveld  28/10 
3 b g Bold Silvano - Rexana (National Assembly) 

bloodstock Sa  Nat - 160k

95   4   1.00 Prince Of Wales  (3) 58.5 S Khumalo  5/2      
93   5   2.75 St Tropez  (5) 59.0 A Marcus  6/1      
93   6   3.75 Ovidio  (1) 60.0 P Strydom  6/1      
90   7   4.25 Dynamic  (8) 59.0 G Cheyne  15/1      
88   8   5.25 Helderberg Blue  (6) 59.0 R Fourie  13/1      
time: 112.21s (62.34s avg/1000m, or 58km/h) 
sP total %: 116%
1st  t:C Bass-Robinson o:Mr B P & Mrs K Finch b:Lammerskraal Stud 

http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.aushorse.net.au/
http://inglis.com.au/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
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Gr3 Victress Stakes                   R250,000

Gal Flying High
Royal air Force sired his first stakes 
winner when the mike Robinson trained 
Goodtime Gal stormed home to win. The 
stallion is no longer in active duty and has 
been consigned to covering non-thorough-
breds in Pretoria.
mike Robinson had last saddled a Gr3 
winner back in 2014 with hot affair in the 
Fillies Nursery. 
Jockey Fourie produced Goodtime Gal 
with a finely timed run to beat Nightingale.
bred by dr Stan davis, Goodtime Gal is 
from the third crop of Royal air Force, out 
of the Silvano mare Tirza. She has won 
4 races with 9 places from 14 starts for 
stakes of R478.325.

Gr3 Victress Stakes (F&M)              1800m 
Winner Goodtime Gal (2nd best hand-
icapped) raced 4th; led 200m; ran on 
strongly
Runner up Nightingale (best handicapped) 
was third-last entering the home straight; 
ran on strongly
Third Qing raced 3rd; lost position early in 
straight, but was running on at finish
Time: This race was run half a second slow-
er than the false paced Gr2 Premier Trophy 
over the same distance. Not a result and 
ratings to be confident about.
We gave the runner up (prev 
101/101/96/95/81) 97 which makes the win-
ner (prev 80/94/95/89/97) 98 and the third 
(prev 88/28/87/89/91) 95

98   1   0.00 goodtime gal  (1) 59.0 R Fourie  33/10 
4 b f Royal Air Force - Tirza (Silvano) 
97   2   0.75 nightingale  (6) 59.0 G v Niekerk  7/2 
4 b f Silvano - Quickwood (Fort Wood) 

95   3   1.75 Qing  (12) 59.0 P Strydom  8/1  
4 b f Dynasty - Riva(GER) (Acatenango) 

By  Dynasty
93   4   2.50 Tonya  (7) 59.0 M Byleveld  28/1      
92   5   3.25 Icy Fire  (5) 59.0 G Cheyne  6/1      
91   6   3.75 Anglet  (11) 59.0 D Dillon  50/1      
89   7   4.50 Fear Not  (4) 59.0 B Fayd’herbe  11/1      
89   8   4.80 Quine  (8) 59.0 A Domeyer  13/1      
88   9   5.00 Francia  (3) 59.0 A Marcus  7/1      
90   10   5.30 Harlem Shake  (9) 60.0 H vd Hoven  22/1      
81   11   8.80 Adorada  (2) 59.0 L Africa  66/1      
68   12  12.55 Tambalang  (10) 52.5 S Khumalo  9/1      
time: 112.76s (62.64s avg/1000m, or 57km/h) 
sP total %: 120%
1st  t:M Robinson o:Mr J H Van Heerden b:SC Davis 

Gr3 Cape Summer Stayers       R250,000

Badge of Honour
adam marcus saddled the third Gr3 
winner of his career, courtesy of the Go 
deputy gelding Royal badge. South africa’s 
youngest trainer, marcus’ major successes 
included Priceless Jewel (an ashaawes 
half-sister to Saturday’s winner) who won 
the Gr3 Prix du cap and Gr3 champagne 
Stakes. 
Gothic led early as corne Orffer had Royal 
badge relaxed in midfield on the rail. 
Gothic was passed around halfway by 
Kenilworth cup winner Smart mart, who 
in turn was challenged early in the straight 
by dynastic Power. all the while Royal 
badge had been making good ground, and 
stayed on best to beat Three balloons.
Royal badge is bred by James armitage out 
of the Kahir almaydan mare So Royal, who 
won seven races from a mile to 1800m.
Royal badge has won 4 races with 2 places 
from 11 starts and stakes of R318.310.

Gr3 Cape Summer Stayers              2500m 
Winner Royal Badge (clear best handi-
capped at 22/1) raced 5th; led 350m; won 
going away
Runner up Three Balloons (2nd best 
handicapped at 6/1 – exacta paid R200.10) 
was 6th and two lengths behind the winner 
entering the home straight; ran on
Third Smart Mart (4th best handicapped) 
set the pace; stayed on
Time: Run over 3 seconds faster than the 
median time, the pace was a fair one for a 
race of this distance
We gave the runner up (prev 
88/83/58/79/82) 85 which makes the winner 
(prev 73/76/93/76/79) 91 and the 3rd (prev 
87/83/85/87/83) 85

91   1   0.00 royal badge  (4) 53.0 C Orffer  22/1 
4 b g Go Deputy - So Royal (Kahir Almaydan) 
85   2   2.75 three balloons  (2) 52.5 G v Niekerk  6/1 
5 b g Judpot - Souen(IRE) (Montjeu) 
85   3   3.50 smart mart  (12) 53.0 M Byleveld  7/1 
5 b g Mambo In Seattle - Joyful Dancer (Almushtarak) 

bloodstock Sa  Nat - 100k
86   4   3.70 My World  (5) 53.5 R Fourie  6/1      
81   5   4.45 Roman Discent  (8) 52.0 O Noach  35/1      
93   6   5.70 Cape Speed  (10) 58.5 G Behr  4/1      
85   7   5.90 Arezzo  (9) 55.0 G Cheyne  15/1      
91   8   6.65 Gothic  (11) 58.0 L Africa  18/1      
88   9   8.40 Arch Rival  (7) 58.0 A Forbes  15/1      
82   10   8.70 Captain Splendid  (1) 55.5 P Strydom  5/1      
76   11  14.95 Dynastic Power  (6) 57.5 A Domeyer  18/1      
73   12  19.95 Balance Sheet  (3) 60.0 D Dillon  15/1      
67   13  21.20 Ultimate Dollar  (13) 58.5 S Khumalo  15/1      
time: 156.8s (62.72s avg/1000m, or 57km/h) 
sP total %: 120%
1st  t:AN Marcus o:Mr M J Baigel, Mr E G & Mrs L C Bouwer & Mr B 
Marcus b:GJ Armitage 

Jet Master Stakes (Listed)       R150,000

Jet Master Stakes (Listed)              1600m 
Winner Fifty Cents (Top Speed) raced 3rd 
in a very tightly bunched field 500m out; led 
250m; hanging; shifted carrying the runner 
up towards the outside rail; just hung on
Runner up Horizon raced 6th; violently 
switched 130m out, ran on and was gaining 
at finish to be narrowly beaten; jockey Van 
Niekerk lodged an objection, which was 
overruled
Third Chevachee (best handicapped) raced 
5th; ran on
Time: This was the faster of the two 1600m 
races (the other being the Cape Guineas), 
and comparatively the fastest of the 7 races 
around the turn.
We gave the 3rd (prev 83/85/87/99/95) 
93 which makes the winner (prev 
75/82/84//88/89) 90 and the runner up (prev 
32/77/82) 97

90   1   0.00 FIFTy CENTS  (1) 51.0 A Andrews  9/1 
4 b g Trippi - Prestine Performer (Rambo Dancer) 
97   2   0.50 HORIZON  (3) 51.0 G v Niekerk  8/1 
3 b c Dynasty - Shina(GER) (Lomitas) 

93   3   1.75 CHEVAUCHEE  (6) 54.5 G Cheyne  33/10 
 4 b f High Chaparral - Chevaleresse(IRE) (Danehill) 

aushorse  

Yearling A$180k
90   4   3.00 Winter Prince  (2) 54.0 C Orffer  9/1      
89   5   3.75 Captain’s Flame  (5) 54.5 R Fourie  3/1      
69   6  12.25 Overshadow  (7) 54.0 S Khumalo  8/1      
73   7  16.75 Baritone  (4) 60.0 P Strydom  33/10      
time: 98.54s (61.59s avg/1000m, or 58km/h) 
sP total %: 114%
1st  t:J Snaith o:Anyasec (Pty) Ltd & Miss Caroline Rupert 
b:Drakenstein Stud 
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1st & 2nd season sires – 2yo’s
MARCHFIELD (A P Indy)
hopeful 2f (all hope by al mufti)

Kenilworth 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate (Fillies) 1000m (24/12)
WHAT A WINTER (Western Winter)
Nanna anna 2f (La Special by Special Preview)

Kenilworth 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate (Fillies) 1000m (24/12)

2nd season sires – 3yo’s
BOLD SILVANO (Silvano)
bold Reign 3c (coastal Reign by Fort Wood)

Greyville 8 Maiden Plate (Turf) 1900m (26/12)
Some Say 3c (Laura’s Gift by manshood)
Greyville 8 Maiden Plate (Turf) 1900m (26/12)  
GIMMETHEGREENLIGHT (More Than Ready)
mr Joe black 3c (Lady asrai by Flaming Rock)

Fairview 2 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 1600m (23/12)
Vida Fella 3c (La Vida bella by candy Stripes)

Fairview 4 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 2200m (23/12)
under The Rose 3f (moonlite ‘n Roses by al mufti)

Greyville 8 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 2000m (23/12)
Ready Set Go 3f (Los Kop doll by Joshua dancer)

Kenilworth 3 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (24/12)
margylle 3f (Great aclea by Jallad)

Kenilworth 4 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1600m (24/12)
Greenflashsunset 3c (champers by Restructure)

Kenilworth 6 MR 72 Handicap 1400m (24/12)
GITANO HERNANDO (Hernando)
megabucks 3c (Ka-ching by houston connection)

Fairview 3 MR 66 Handicap (Polytrack) 2200m (23/12)
magic mist 3f (maritime mist by Parade Leader)

Greyville 8 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 2000m (23/12)
Whose That Girl 3f (casual Gal by all Fired up)

Kenilworth 5 Graduation Plate (F&M) 1600m (24/12)
black hall bar 3f (Sweet Suzy by Gone West)

Greyville 1 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1400m (26/12)
 

GOLDEN SWORD (High Chaparral)
mystical Sword 3f (dare To dream by Shalford)

Greyville 8 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 2000m (23/12)
Sabre charge 3c (Fuselage by Jet master)

Greyville 4 MR 70 Handicap (Polytrack) 1900m (26/12)
MAIN AIM (Oasis Dream)
another Night 3f (No more Screws by Strike Smartly)

Fairview 9 MR 60 Handicap (F&M)(Polytrack) 1300m (23/12)
brighton belle 3f (canterbury belle by Wolfhound)

Turffontein 1 Workriders Maiden Plate (F&M) 1160m (24/12)
Space Tornado 3c (West Of The Sun by Qui danzig)

Turffontein 3 Maiden Plate 1600m (24/12)

young eagle 3c (Rachel’s Princess by Sapieha)
Turffontein 3 Maiden Plate 1600m (24/12)

elegant beauty 3f (National Fate by National assembly)
Turffontein 4 Maiden Plate 1000m (24/12)

 
PATHFORK (Distorted Humor)
cooga 3c (Lady elle by elliodor)

Fairview 2 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 1600m (23/12)
Starpath 3c (Scent From above by diesis)

Turffontein 3 Maiden Plate 1600m (24/12)
arlington 3c (Queen Star by King of Kings)

Turffontein 3 Maiden Plate 1600m (24/12)
mungo cherry 3f (colchium by elnadim)

Greyville 1 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1400m (26/12)
PHILANTHROPIST (Kris S)
arcane Light 3c (Wisp of Light by Into the Sun)

Fairview 4 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 2200m (23/12)
Truth Of beauty 3f (magical margot by Nureyev)

Turffontein 1 Workriders Maiden Plate (F&M) 1160m (24/12)
miss carrera 3f (madame carrera by danehill)

Kenilworth 3 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (24/12)
No doubt 3f (Trinity house by captain al)

Kenilworth 4 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1600m (24/12)
barak Lavan 3c (countess corlia by count dubois)

Kenilworth 6 MR 72 Handicap 1400m (24/12)
 

TRAFFIC GUARD (More Than Ready)
Fonteyn 3f (dance On Silver by Rambo dancer)

Greyville 8 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 2000m (23/12)
Shotgun Rider 3c (Princess camilla by Qui danzig)

Turffontein 8 MR 72 Handicap 1400m (24/12)

Horses To Follow
SILVANO
Rated aR 89 aL SaHeM (3c alderry by al mufti)

MR86 Handicap Turffontein stand side (1600m) (15/12)
a very easy winner in the maiden ranks at his only previous 
appearance, Sean Tarry’s charge won with authority here. confi-
dently ridden by Khumalo he got to the lead 150m out and won 
going away by two and three quarters.

WESTERN WINTER
Rated aR96 CaLL Me WinTeR (3f Outcome by muhtafal)

MR76 Handicap (F&M) Greyville poly (1000m) (16/12)
Now a winner of four from six, mike miller’s charge was very 
quickly in command of a two lengths advantage. She ran on 
strongly in the straight, and won without any anxious moments 
by two and a quarter.

SEBRING
Rated aR83 aLaaDeL (3g Seeking Sunshine by Seeking The Gold)

MR67 Handicap Turffontein stand side (1400m) (17/12)
an easy maiden winner when running on strongly from off the 
pace, in just his second career outing last time out, mike de 
Kock’s charge again won with authority here. he’s now won two 
from three and we clearly haven’t seen the best of him yet.
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VAR
Rated aR95 iSCa (4g Jolie bele by Impression) 

MR104 Handicap Scottsville (1000m) (18/12)
after having shown flashes of real ability during the KZN season, 
Gavin Van Zyl’s charge showed that he is one to follow in no un-
certain terms when breaking the course record here. Positioned 
at the back of the six early on, Isca ran on strongly over the final 
400m and got up late to beat the previous course record holder 
muscatt by a neck.

ASHAAWES
Rated aR84 DReSS FoR SUCCeSS (3f dilano by Fort Wood)

MR66 Handicap Scottsville inside (1950m) (18/12)
after showing very little in her first four starts, Paul Lafferty’s 
charge suddenly realised what racing was all about, and com-
pleted a very smart hat-trick here. yet to win in a race run at a 
fair pace, dress For Success showed a very nice turn of foot and 
won in good style by a length and a half. She clearly has more to 
come, and with her style of racing sure to suit a true pace, she 
could turn out to be very useful. 

Winners Bred Abroad
Capel Top  (aRG) 6g Giant’s causeway - miss capela(aRG)  
(Numerous)  Turffontein  1600m (14/12)

Readytogorightnow (auS) 7g more Than Ready - Storm Fronts 
(auS) (hurricane Sky)                                       

    memorial mile (Listed)  Fairview 1600m (16/12)

Roy’s Donkey (auS) 5g choisir - Gypsy ahlee(auS) (alquoz)                                                                                                                                         
    Greyville  1400m (16/12)

alaadel  (auS) 3g Sebring - Seeking Sunshine(uSa)  
(Seeking The Gold)   Turffontein  1400m (17/12)

Sir Frenchie  (auS) 2c choisir - Volando(auS) (Viscount)    
    Kenilworth  1000m (17/12)

David’s Flower (auS) 6g astronomer Royal  -  
marie doree (FR) (River bay)  borrowdale  1700m (18/12)

S P o r t S  a n d  B e t t i n g

English Premier League
monday 26 december - wednesday 28 december

 
Game week 18 of the Pre-
mier League sees Chelsea six 
points clear at the summit 
of the table after 11 straight 
league wins. Thanks to that 
incredible winning streak, 
Antonio Conte is now the 

first manager in history to win 14 of his first 17 Premier 
League games in charge. It’s clear the Blues are the team to 
beat – and I tipped them to win the title this season – but 
it’s still far from over. What makes the Premier League so 
exciting is that anyone can beat anyone.   

To catch up with Chadley nagel’s previews CLiCk HeRe

MonDAy 26 DECEMBER
27/20 Watford | Draw 9/4 | Crystal palace 2/1 (14:30)
Not the ideal game to bet on, but my money’s on the home 
win. 

3/10 Arsenal | 17/4 | West Brom 15/2 (17:00)
please see featured game

37/20 Burnley | 21/10 | middlesbrough 16/10 (17:00)
i’m going for Burnley on the Win/Draw Double Chance at 
9/20. 

4/10 Chelsea | 15/4 | Bournemouth 13/2 (17:00)
the home win is a banker bet. 

14/10 leicester City | 23/10 | everton 19/10 (17:00)
Back the toffees on the Win/Draw Double Chance at 11/20. 

2/9 man United | 5/1 | Sunderland 12/1 (17:00)
United are too short at 2/9 so back them to win Half-time at 
6/10. 

16/10 Swansea | 9/4 | West Ham 17/10 (17:00)
Slaven Bilic’s side have shown signs of improvement and they 
are well worth a punt at 17/10. 

7/1 Hull City | 17/4 | man City 7/20 (19:15)
Still, City will have too much class for the league’s bottom 
side – back them to win on the Half-time/Full-time Double at 
17/20.  

TUESDAy 27 DECEMBER
3/10 liverpool | 9/2 | Stoke 8/1 (19:15)
the home win is tipped confidently. 

WEDnESDAy 28 DECEMBER
18/10 Southampton | 22/10 | tottenham 31/20 (21:45)
please see featured game

TRebLe @ 5/1 
Chelsea Win 4/10 
West Ham Win 17/10 
everton Win/Draw Double Chance 11/20

h o r S e S  t o  f o l l o w  -  C o n t

Is Your horse 
one to Follow?
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http://
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FAiRvieW (FRi)
Race 1: (1) Varonella 15
Race 2: (1) Lessflashmorecash 6
Race 3: (8) Shady World 45
Race 4: (11) miss Zenobia 14
Race 5: (7) One Love 55
Race 6: (8) Talca 44
Race 7: (11) Just Lucky 64
Race 8: (1) dream To Reality 38
Race 9: (10) Supa-u 43
Race 10: (11) Zama 46 (eW)

GReyville (FRi)
Race 1: (1) Brave Knight 15 (NAp*)
Race 2: (1) damali 15
Race 3: (2) captain ellio 47
Race 4: (9) Roman Society 47
Race 5: (3) brave and bold 46
Race 6: (7) breakfast club 50
Race 7: (5) Nina Katrina 56
Race 8: (6) Roy’s Pony 15

KeNilWORtH (SAt)
Race 1: No Qualifiers
Race 2: (10) Lady diddeo 22
Race 3: (4) dance at dawn 14
Race 4: (2) come On Inn 14
Race 5: (6) Whose That Girl 61
Race 6: (10) Show Stealer 51
Race 7: (3) Tar heel 96
Race 8: (7) myfunnyvalentine 78
Race 9: (13) In The Jungle 41

tURFFONteiN (SAt)
Race 1: (3) Tandana 20
Race 2: No Qualfiers
Race 3: (3) barbarella Nights 21
Race 4: (10) Raasmaal 27 (NAp**)
Race 5: (3) evening breeze 61
Race 6: (7) unagi 87
Race 7: (5) Wukkin’up 75
Race 8: (5) arpad 47

GReyville (mON)
Race 1: (12) Roy’s Snowdrops 20
Race 2: (1) Royal Regatta 20
Race 3: (2) Inala 38
Race 4: (12) Sky arrow 50
Race 5: (3) Qatar Springs 74
Race 6: (1) Night trip 92 (NAp**)
Race 7: (7) Lunar approach 94
Race 8: (7) Bold Reign 21 (nb)

Nap bets
* Fancied  ** Strongly fancied

*** Very strongly fancied

Top speed ratings 
for this weekend

(Ratings shown have already been  
adjusted to allocated weights)

Either Side Of Christmas
last week’s top rated

Speed RatiNgS winners incl.

Vogue’s Wood  .............won 9/2

Steal A March  .............won 4/1

Respect At Bay  ............won 7/2

Viking Voyage  .............won 28/10

Kanara  ........................w
on 15/10

Jay Jay’s Girl  ..............won 13/10

Al Sahem  ....................won 1/1

Rand hedge  ................won 3/4

a review of the weeK'S BeSt SPeedratingS

C l o C K w a t C h i n g  w i t h  S t e v e  f u r n i S h

Promising Debut
Scottsville 11 December

a maiden juvenile plate over 800m got 
proceedings underway in Pietermaritzburg 
on Sunday and here we saw a smart perfor-
mance from the newcomer TRINI’S VaR hyT. 
Sent off second in the betting market at 2/1, 
the daughter of Var led throughout. She was 
always in command and only having to be 
pushed out went on to score with authority 
by three and a half. On my clock the faster of 
the two 1200m races was the KZN Summer 
challenge Final in which mONTe chRISTO 
completed a quick double. backed into 28/10 
from 7/2 before the off, charlie Laird’s charge 
raced in midfield for most of the journey. he 
ran on strongly over the final 400m and under 
a well-judged ride from anton marcus, he got 
up late to deny the easy to back ROy’S maR-
cIaNO (raced handy – led 250m).

The two races over 1400m were maiden 
plates and quickest against the clock here was 
WILd WIcKeT in the boy’s division. he got 
away well when the gates opened and soon up 
handy raced prominent throughout. he was 
ridden to lead as they approached the 200m 
marker and drew clear easily in the closing 
stages of the race to score by four and three 
quarters.
Titbits Backed into 5/1 from 12’s, CARIBBE-
AN DAY was baulked for a run twice en-route 
from the rear when third beaten just 0,55 of a 
length in the KZN Challenge 1600m Final.

Sailing To Victory
Kenilworth 13 December

The faster of the two 1200m races in cape 
Town on Tuesday was the mR71 handicap in 
which VIKING VOyaGe did the business for the 

column. Sent off favourite at 28/10, the 5yo 
Trippi gelding was always handy. he put his 
head in front going through the 200m and 
drew clear easily in the closing stages of the 
race to score by three.

The faster of the two 1400m races on the 
card was the bill topping mR97 handicap in 
which the horse chestnut gelding caTKIN 
registered his sixth career victory. On leaving 
the stalls it was mILTON who elected to set 
the pace and a brisk one it was too. Indeed, 
he was over four lengths clear coming off 
the bend. The early effort did begin to take 
its toll late though and running on stoutly 
from third position Joey Ramsden’s charge 
got up late to deny the newly installed 
favourite bRILLIaNT cRImSON (raced 2nd – 
led 100m).

a maiden plate for the girls over 1200m 
had gotten proceedings underway and here 
we saw a smart performance from the new-
comer LOVe TO bOOGIe. allowed to drift as 
if a win was out of the question (10/1 out to 
22/1), andre Nel’s charge ran on well from 
off the pace and won going away by two 
and a half after striking the front 50m or so 
from home.
Titbits Well supported ORIENTAL OAK ran 
on well from the rear when only beaten a 
length and a quarter in the MR67 Handicap 
over 1600m.

Pillar To Post
Turffontein 13 December

They raced on the old stand side track on 
Tuesday evening where the easiest victory 
on the card was recorded by the newcom-
er PuNTa caNa in the opening maiden 
juvenile plate over 1000m.  Taken straight to 
the front by Randall Simons, mike de Kock’s 
charge led throughout. he kept on strongly 
at the business end of the race and with 
some in hand won by three and three quar-
ters. Three of the nine races were run over 
1400m and stopping the clock in the fastest 
time amongst these was the bottom weight 
yaNKee caPTaIN when winning the mR80 
handicap. as per usual in midfield early on, 
Sean Tarry’s charge put his head in front 
going through the 200m and just held on 
by the narrowest of margins from his lessor 

Monte Christo | Pic by Gold Circle

https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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fancied stable companion haWaIIaN SuN 
(came from the rear). 

The faster of the two 1000m races was 
the mR64 handicap in which the argonaut 
mare PIed PIPeReSS registered her third 
career victory. She got away well when the 
gates opened and was always handy. She 
was ridden to lead approaching the 100m 
pole and won going away by a length and 
a half from the regular place getter Lady 
ON FIRe.
Titbits Returning from a six month layoff 
here, and out at the weights with a few to 
boot, CAPTAIN’S CAUSEWAY ran on well at 
the business end of the race when making 
it four wins from just seven starts in the 
pinnacle stakes over 1160m.

Changing Tactices
Greyville 14 December

They raced on both surfaces on 
Wednesday afternoon where the only 
distance to stage more than one race was 
1600m on the turf. aIR chIeF maRShaL 
won the fastest of these when taking his 
tally of wins to four in the mR72 handicap. 
Soon up handy, candice bass-Robinson’s 
charge ran on strongly in the straight and 
comfortably accounted for the running on 
FIRST aPOSTLe by two.

a mR89 handicap (turf) over the same 
distance topped the bill and in a time 0,45 
seconds slower than that of air chief mar-
shal, caPeL TOP landed the spoils. always 
handy, dean Kannemeyer’s charge was 
perfectly placed to strike throughout. The 
8yo top weight SILVeR SPRING (also raced 
handy) was the first to make a move in the 
straight, and after striking the front 400m 
out, he kept on determinedly. Indeed, it 
was only close home that the 6yo got his 
measure.

The Silvano gelding caLabaSh was all 
the rage to win the lucky last, a maiden 
plate over 2400m (turf), and he didn’t 

(Number of races run in each category shown in brackets) 
* Times taken by clockwatcher

SCOttSville (iNSiDe) 11 DeCemBeR 
Penetrometer 26 – Going G/Soft
course Variant 1,63s slow
800m   (1) Trini’s Var hyt 46,37
1000m (1) Variscite 59.28 
1200m (2) monte christo 70,21 
1400m (2) Wild Wicket 87,07*
1600m (1) magical bet 99,28
1950m (1) mr Winsome 124,07

KeNilWORtH (NeW) 13 DeCemBeR
Penetrometer 21 – Going Good
course Variant: 1,27s slow
1200m (2) Viking Voyage 72,90 
1400m (2) catkin 86,67
1600m (1) big bang Theory 100,87
1800m (1) annigoni 113,64
2000m (1) Jack and Jill 130,30
2500m (1) mambo Star                  163,29  

tURFFONteiN (StAND SiDe) 13 DeCemBeR
Penetrometer 23 – Going Good
course Variant: 0,01s slow
1000m (2) Pied Piperess                    57,39 
1160m (1) captain’s causeway         66,45 
1400m (3) yankee captain 84,94
1600m (1) Rose Water                     101.25 
1800m (1) Patchit up baby 111,87
2450m (1) Vogue’s Wood               161,63 

GReyville (mixeD) 14 DeCemBeR
Going: Turf Good/Poly Standard
course Variant: Turf 2,72s slow/Poly 1,96s slow
1000m (1) Toonani 59,78P 
1200m (1) andermatt                      72,89P 
1600m (1) Patroclus 98,02P
1600m (3) air chief marshal 99,01T
1900m (1) Jay Jay’s Girl 118,59P
2400m (1) calabash                       153,47T 

tURFFONteiN (OlD) 15 DeCemBeR
Penetrometer 24 – Going G/Soft
course Variant: 0,09s slow
1000m (3) dolphin 57,29
1160m (2) mombela 67,32
1400m (1) Sun Sentinel 86,92
1600m (3) Shadow Line 99,71

C l o C K w a t C h i n g  C o n t .

Horses worth following  
at their next few starts...

aL SaHeM (S Tarry, Gauteng)
CaPTain’S CaUSeWay (S Tarry, Gauteng)
LoVe To booGie (A Nel, W-Cape)

let down his supporters. Seen running 
on strongly from off the pace in recent 
starts, Gareth Van Zyl’s charge was soon 
up handy here. he took command early 
in the straight and went on to score with 
authority by five from the staying on ROy’S 
FLyeR.
Titbits After being a little slow into stride, 
SWEET REFRAIN ran on well from the rear 
when a two length runner up in the quali-
fied maiden plate over 1600m.

Just A Shadow
Turffontein 15 December

This was the meeting originally scheduled 
to take place on the Vaal’s outside track. 
The two 1200m events were switched to 
1160m and quickest home in these was the 
Sean Tarry trained mOmbeLa. On leaving 
the stalls it was WINTeR aL who elected to 
make the running and the lightly weighted 
captain al mare soon had the field well 
strung out. mombela meanwhile lost a 
length at the start and very quickly found 
himself positioned in the rear. Once given 
rein though, the son of Trippi quickened 
best of all and won well by two from his 
stable companion RIbOVaR who also came 
from the rear. Three of the afternoon’s 
nine races were run over 1000m where the 
quickest home was the 4yo dOLPhIN. Sent 
off favourite at 18/10 to the win the mR72 
handicap, Robbie Sage’s charge adopted 
a change of tactics under Piere Strydom 
here and made the running. he kept up a 
healthy gallop throughout and won well 
by three quarters from the easy to back 
top weight mOVIe ShOW. They also ran 
three races over 1600m and in the fastest 
of these, a mR70 handicap, it was nice to 
see the once highly regarded ShadOW 
LINe find the winner’s enclosure. Racing off 
a mark some 20 points lower than his last 
victory, the 7yo Toreador gelding was soon 
up handy. he was ridden to lead as they 
approached the 300m marker and kept on 
strongly in the latter stages to fend off a de-
termined challenge from the recent maiden 
winner SmaRTIFacT.
Titbits After making the running by just a 
length, OUTLANDER cruised clear over the 
final 400m of the maiden juvenile plate 
over 1000m to score by eight. 
An easy winner in the maiden ranks in his 
only previous racecourse appearance, the 
3yo Silvano colt AL SAHEM won the MR86 
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Handicap going away by two and three 
quarters.on to score as she liked. She did 
start to shift around in the latter stages 
of the race though, and that allowed the 
pack to close in to a length and three quar-
ters before the wire.

https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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