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Thursday 14 December 2017

Saturday 9 December
Kenilworth– race 8
Sporting Post

Best Handicapped
Quinlan

WON 13/1 

Fairview turf Friday
Best Roving Banker:
r2-(3)Overdose(4/1)

greyville poly Friday
Best Roving Banker:
r1-(8) Breaking Barriers (5/2)
 
turFFOntein Saturday
Best Roving Banker:
r10-(2) Shenanigans (2/1)
 
kenilwOrth Saturday
Best Roving Banker:
r1-(1)township Melody(4/1)
 
ScOttSville Sunday
Best Roving Banker:
r7-(1) Miss varlicious (12/1)

The bomb dropped last week. Leading SA 
Owner and Breeder, and internationally respected 
businessman, Markus Jooste resigned from the 
board of Steinhoff International. His resignation 
from the boards of Phumelela Gaming & Leisure 
and Kenilworth Racing followed soon after.

Television shrunk racing and now we almost all 
know each other - or at least of each other. 

Markus and Ingrid Jooste have been SA Owners 
Of The Year for 10 years in succession and it's one 
of those records you know is just never going to get 
beat. 

In racing circles Markus Jooste is recognized by 
everyone.  Not only a champion owner through the 
internationally active company Mayfair Speculators, 
he's the driving force which shouldered Klawervlei 
to champion Breeder status.  He foist cape Thor-

oughbred Sales into the limelight with the most 
valuable race ever run in Africa, the cTS Million Dollar 
and supported stakes through sponsorships from 
Gomma Gomma, Sansui and Klawervlei,  in tandem 
with Investec.

More investments also saw  his name on the racing 
boards with, now former, directorships in Phumelela 
and Kenilworth Racing.  There is no doubt that Mark-
us Jooste has had an input on all aspects of racing life 
at the top level for a good while.

After a very public resignation as cEO of Steinhoff 
International last week, the mainstream press has 
trumpeted every fact, rumour and guess.  Very little 
real information has been provided and many in the 
cheap seats have almost lost their minds speculating 
on the fallout that may yet spill over into horseracing.

Over the past five years Jooste and Mayfair has had 

So Many

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
http://www.highlandsstud.co.za
http://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales
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time to Deliver
Gr1 Cape Guineas   Kenilworth
Second-guessing the 3yo classic standouts has been an exercise 

that has tamed lions this season.  Saturday could be the cross-
roads on that front. 

Brett crawford has a strong trio 
headed by Bold Respect, who appeared 
to be a trifle unlucky when beaten in 
the shadow of the Lanzerac Ready To 
Run Stakes post. The son of Bold Silva-
no gave Wonderwall 2kgs and a beating 
in the Kuda Sprint .

Vaughan Marshall and MJ Byleveld 
team up with cape classic winner Tap 

O’Noth, who bids to give the Milnerton yard a second consecutive 
winner in this feature. The son of captain Al has dominated the 
betting boards, despite his wide gate, and should easily adapt to his 
first bid at the mile.

Sean Tarry’s Wonderwall heads the champion attack trio and is 
the highest rated runner in the race. The son of Querari has not 
quite reached his Gr2 Joburg Spring challenge level of performance 
and made no show in the Lanzerac Ready To Run Stakes last time. 

Pack Leader has pulled a wide draw and will need to beat that 
hurdle. The son of Philanthropist stayed on well behind Miss Katalin 
in the Lanzerac Ready To Run Stakes could provide the quartet 
kicker if he gets a bit of luck in running. 

Brett crawford’s Undercover Agent chased Tap O’Noth home in 
the cape classic at his penultimate start but was a touch one-paced 
when beaten out of the placings, but under two lengths off Rocket 
countdown,  in the Selangor. 

Last season’s Gr2 Golden Horseshoe winner Purple Diamond has 
shown nothing since winning that Gr2 in a tight finish and his two 
starts as a 3yo have delivered nothing. 

The Australian-bred Sir Frenchie has not won a race in ten 
months but has caught the eye at 
his last two starts with sustained 
finishing efforts.  He ran on pow-
erfully in the cape classic and the 
Lanzerac Ready To Run Stakes and 
the son of choisir should relish the 
extra 200m.

Selangor cup shock winner 
Rocket countdown gets a chance 
to prove that his giantkilling act in 

the unofficial 
Guineas trial 
was no fluke. 
He surprised 
all and sundry 
there with a 
terrific late 
burst and that 
form will be 
firmly under 
the spotlight 
on Saturday.

The R1,1 
million pur-

S A T U R D A Y  R A C I N GS o  m A N Y  q U e S T I o N S

Tap O'Noth| Wayne Marks

START PA5/PICK SIX4/JACKPOT3
4:05PM Gr1 CAPe GuIneAS (3yO’S) - 1600M 
KenIlwORTh        7 SAMe TRAIneR:(1-3-10)(2-13-14)(4-7)
 (8-9)(11-12-15)
  
Querari    1 WonderWall(SG Tarry) P Strydom .............13 60.0 
Bold Silvano   2 Bold reSPeCT(BJ Crawford) C Orffer ............ 9 60.0 
Captain Al    3 CaPTain and MaSTer(SG Tarry) A Delpech ... 2 60.0  
Dynasty    4 eyeS Wide oPen(GS Kotzen) R Fourie ........11 60.0 
Captain Al    5 TaP o’ noTh(VH Marshall) M Byleveld ..........15 60.0 
Alado    6 roCkeT CounTdoWn(C Bass-Robinson) A Domeyer .. 8 60.0 
Philanthropist   7 PaCk leader(GS Kotzen) C Zackey ..............14 60.0  
Dynasty    8 Sir david Baird(MF de Kock) G lerena ....... 5 60.0 
Captain Al   9 like a PanTher(MF de Kock) A Marcus ........ 3 60.0  
Var   10 PurPle diaMond(SG Tarry) l hewitson ....... 1 60.0 
Choisir   11 Sir FrenChie(J Snaith) C Murray ................10 60.0  
Twice Over  12 do iT again(J Snaith) B Fayd’herbe ................ 6 60.0 
Trippi   13 WhiTe river(BJ Crawford) G Cheyne............. 7 60.0 
Captain Al  14 underCover agenT(BJ Crawford) D Dillon ..12 60.0 
Trippi   15 CoT CaMPBell(J Snaith) G v niekerk ............ 4 60.0 

2014
 1  Act Of War 58.0 ( 2) 13/20
 2  Harry’s Son 58.0 ( 5) 6/1
 3  Kingvoldt 58.0 ( 7) 14/1

2015
 1  Noah From Goa 60.0 ( 3) 5/1
 2  Brazuca 60.0 ( 9) 8/1
 3  Nassa  60.0 (16) 11/1

2016
 1  William Longsword 60.0 (13) 22/1
 2  Gold Standard 60.0 ( 6) 11/2
 3  Table Bay 60.0 ( 7) 3/1

Gr1 Cape Guineas
past winners

on average 3 runners each and every day, and over 800 win-
ners;  more than a dozen per month.  With numbers like those, 
anyone with a heart for racing will be wondering, what happens 
next? 

The Mayfair horses were purchased widely and distributed to 
a select, but fairly wide group of trainers.  They run in most cen-
tres and populate fields so regularly that punters have gotten  
used to several different coloured caps being worn to differen-
tiate the Mayfair runners wearing the same Springbok silks in 
many races - even though they are not coupled through trainers.

The scope and breadth of the influence emerges. 
Hundreds of racehorses.  Hundreds of broodmares.  All have 

made a huge impression on the racing landscape.  Stallions, 
mares, yearlings and racehorses means activities from the 
breeding shed, via the sales arena to the race track and into the 
boardroom and beyond for years and years. And suddenly,  now 
a stunning silence.

The lack of information dissemination is understandable - per-
haps even expected. But it is unfortunate,  because the specula-
tion becomes rife. 

But still, reasonable and practical questions do emerge. 
●        What happens to the trainers?
●        Will the fields get smaller?
●        Will some of the horses be sold?
●        What about the Met top two in the betting?
●        Will all the horses be sold?
●        What happens to the farm?
●        What happens to the mares?
●        What happens to the stallions?
●        What happens to the sales?
●        What happens at the sales?
●        What happens to the Phumelela share price?
●        Should anything happen to the Phumelela share price?
●        Does it matter unless you have shares?
●        Who’s business is it anyway?
 It is not the way that anybody  would have chosen to close an 

already difficult year.
The reality is that horseracing is but a component of the ap-

parent widespread fallout.
We watch and wait.

NHA - Mayfair Speculators Update
“We’ve received a response and we are now considering 

the contents thereof. At this moment we are in no position to 
make any further announcements.”

That was the short statement provided to the Sporting Post 
Digest this morning by Lyndon Barends chief Executive Of-
ficer of The National Horseracing Authority of Southern Afri-
ca, after the racing regulator had earlier this week requested 
clarity and information from Mayfair Speculators, a company 
dealing with the Markus Jooste horseracing interests.
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he gave Ollivander 8kgs and a 1,25 length beating at his first cape 
start and the stable regard him highly. This race will tell us all 
where he is going.

Justin Snaith’s smart stayer Krambambuli has his first run since 
an unplaced effort in the Gold cup over 19 weeks ago. The son 
of Black Minnaloushe ran fourth in the July and chased Icy Trail 
home in this race last year. He did have two pipe openers under 
the belt in 2016 and may need this.

Piere Strydom rejoins the enigmatic Silvano gelding Black 
Arthur. His recent form tells us little – other than the fact that he 
will be fitter and readier for battle. He is difficult to tip with any 
confidence and has more friends in the Bookmaking ranks than 
the punting fraternity.

Bill Prestage’s consistent seven-time winner Milton is always 
likely to be thereabouts when the whips are cracking. The son of 
Lateral gave Mambo Mime 5kgs and got to within 1,75 lengths of 
the Gr3 winner last time out over the distance – but on the win-
ter course. Visiting rider Gavin Lerena could be the tonic required 
to get his head in front where it counts.

The Algoa cup winner Nebula gets a serious opportunity again 
to show that he can be competitive in a major centre. The son 
of Silvano may need the run after a 6 week break but it is worth 
noting that he was regarded a July candidate at one stage and can 
come into his own as a 5yo – as this stallion’s progeny do.

Platinum Prince won four on the trot and was then sent to 
the Eastern cape where he was well supported to run a major 
race in the Algoa cup. He was slow away but did run on without 

threatening the top six – finishing 
4,30 lengths off Nebula. Platinum 
Prince is well held on that run but 
may be worth another chance at 
home.

We have the ring rusty Gr1 
winner Deo Juvente, the R5,2 
million yearling Horizon and the 
R3,7 million undefeated Last 
Winter.  Throw in the hard-knock-

ers Nebula 
and Milton, 
with the 
Black Arthur 
die-hards, 
and it’s a 
race that 
will give our 
January fea-
tures some 
direction. 

time to Dream
Gr2 Premier Trophy  Kenilworth
The R400 000 Gr2 Premier Trophy has not historically proven 

to be a major L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate or Met pointer. 
The Gr1 champions challenge 

winner Deo Juvente has not run since 
that peak day in his career 32 weeks 
ago when he downed his champi-
on Mayfair Speculators stablemate 
Legal Eagle in the best Gr1 finish of 
that season. The son of Trippi carries 
60kgs on Saturday and is very likely 
to need the outing. The yard have 

adopted a softer approach into his cape campaign than in 2016 
and he is worth including. 

candice Bass-Robinson’s big ticket galloper Horizon has been 
the subject of some Met long shot betting support and the son 
of Dynasty will have come on from his season opener when well 
beaten in a no show behind dual Gr1 winner Edict Of Nantes. 
His solid third behind Edict Of Nantes in the Daily News 2000 is a 
reminder of what he could be capable of.

Dean Kannemeyer’s Last Winter has enjoyed a patient run into 
his feature debut – the 4yo has won all three of his starts in good 
style and takes his next step to the big league here. Interestingly, 

S A T U R D A Y  R A C I N G

Last Winter| Gold Circle

START PA4/PICK SIX3/JACKPOT2
3:30PM Gr2 PReMIeR TROPhy - 1800M
KenIlwORTh          6 SAMe TRAIneR:(2-3-5-9)(8-10)
  
Trippi    1 deo JuvenTe(GV Woodruff) C Murray .........11 60.0 
Black Minnaloushe  2 kraMBaMBuli(J Snaith) B Fayd’herbe .......... 1 59.0 
Danehill Dancer  3 ovidio(J Snaith) C Orffer .................................. 2 58.0 
Silvano    4 neBula(BJ Crawford) D Dillon ......................... 8 58.0 
Silvano    5 BlaCk arThur(J Snaith) P Strydom ...........10 58.0 
Lateral    6 MilTon(WG Prestage) G lerena ....................... 7 58.0  
Western Winter   7 laST WinTer(D Kannemeyer) A Delpech ........ 9 57.5 
Dynasty    8 horizon(C Bass-Robinson) A Domeyer ........... 4 57.5 
Silvano    9 PlaTinuM PrinCe(J Snaith) G v niekerk ...... 5 57.5 
Silvano   10 ollivander(C Bass-Robinson) l hewitson .... 3 57.5 
Oratorio  11 oPera royal(GS Kotzen) D David ................. 6 51.0 

2014
 1  Dynamic 59.5 ( 5) 12/1
 2  Helderberg Blue 59.0 ( 3) 5/2
 3  Power King  60.0 ( 2) 12/1

2015
 1  Paterfamilias 58.0 ( 2) 14/10
 2  Gold Onyx 58.0 ( 3) 14/1
 3  Helderberg Blue 58.0 ( 5) 9/1

2016
 1  Icy Trail 58.5 ( 4) 7/1
 2  Krambambuli 59.0 ( 7) 15/1
 3  Bold Rex 52.0 ( 2) 28/10

Gr2 Premier Trophy   
past winners

chase White River caught the eye when flying late to get within a 
half length of Rocket countdown in the Selangor. 

Do It Again had no luck when baulked late and flying up for 
third and under a length behind Rocket countdown in the Selan-
gor cup. On best form he must have a chance - but looks a likely 
Derby candidate.

Listed KZN Guineas Trial winner Sir David Baird is the first of the 
Mike de Kock duo.  Gelding has made the world of difference to 
the son of Dynasty who ground his – admittedly modest – oppo-
sition into the turf in his last end-to-end feature win and may well 
be much better than he currently looks on paper.  

Like A Panther won two races on the trot before showing pace 
but fading out in the Dingaans.  The son of captain Al is highly 
regarded but has his first run on a left-handed  track and is some-
thing of an unknown quantity at his cape opener.

The real strength of the De Kock attack is quite unexposed but 
the hometown boys could hold the adavantage. Tap O’Noth looks 
something decent and if he manages to get lucky from his draw 
he is set to fight this out with Eyes Wide Open and Do It Again.

https://scottbros.co.za/
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the long way 
Gr3 Cape Summer Stayers Handicap  Kenilworth 
History shows that the R250 000 Gr3 Cape Summer Stay-

ers Handicap dishes up some upset results with regularity. 
Saturday’s renewal hosts a small field where over 60% of the 
runners are racing under a handy 52kgs. 

Mr Winsome has been set 
topweight of 60,5 kgs and the Gr2 
Greyville 1900 placer is a decent sort 
and very capable of steamrolling 
this lot down late. The son of Silvano 
made a no show in his pipe-opener 
after he had run just 5 lengths off 
Equus champion Stayer Hermoso 
Mundo in the Gold  cup last season.

His stablemate cape Speed  has not visited the winner’s en-
closure since June 2016 when winning the Track and Ball Derby 
at Scottsville. The son of Ideal World has had two good prep 
runs and caught the eye when rattling through late to be beaten 
2,55 lengths  by stablemate Mambo Mime over 1800m last time 
in a decent quality handicap.

Joey Ramsden 4yo I Travel Light has been threatening to reg-
ister his fourth success for some time and has run on well in his 
last three starts.  The son of Mambo In Seattle steps up 700m in 
trip and if he stays the 2500m must have a serious shout off the 
52kgs mark.

Justin Snaith has been in prime form  and his Silvano gelding 
Strathdon goes for his fourth successive win after a smooth 
victory in the Listed Woolavington Handicap at Durbanville. This 
improving 4yo represents plenty of value on his weight mark 
and could well go in again.

The 6yo My World is a solid staying sort and has his second 
outing since an unsuccessful bid at the Gold cup last term. He 
ran fourth in this event last year behind Royal Badge and is a 
horse that has tended to lack heart at the business end.

Our Emperor ran on powerful-
ly for second  behind Red Peril 
in the Listed Settlers Trophy and 
then beat I Travel Light narrowly 
in an 1800m MR 83 Handicap 
last time. The son of Dynasty 
meets the Ramsden runner off a 
half kilo worse terms and there 
should be little in it – which one 
of the two adapting best to the 
2500m test likely to swing the 

tussle.
The List-

ed Settlers 
Trophy 
winner 
Red Peril 
will strip 
fit after 
three 

good times 
Gr3 Victress Stakes  Kenilworth 
By far the best racehorse produced by her short-lived sire, 

Goodtime Gal has already banked the Diana Stakes trophy this 
term with a cracking win over the talented Gimme Six and stayed 
on well under a length behind Seattle Gold last time. She gave 
the Crawford runner 6,5kgs there and meets her on 5kgs better 
here – a winning turnaround.

Justin Snaith’s Star Express was not far off the best last term  but 
never showed on her return run when 4,50 lengths off Seattle Gold. 
The top trainer expressed disappointment in that effort and rates 
his charge highly – but she has a wide draw to beat.

Dean Kannemeyer’s Listed Devon Air Stakes winner Meryl was 
outgunned in the Western cape Fillies championship but then ran 
a better race when trying 2000m for the first time and staying on 
for a 2,80 length third behind Fresnaye.  She did take forever to find 
her feet though and this is tougher.

The super talented Safe Harbour has had two prep runs since her 
unplaced effort in the Vodacom Durban July.  She would only need 

to recapture her best 3yo form to 
win this and rates a major danger.

The topweighted  Nightingale was 
beaten 0,75 lengths by Goodtime 
Gal in this race last year and is 2kgs 
worse off with her conqueror this 
year.  The Majorca Stakes winner 
ran places in all of the Gold Brace-
let, the Tibouchina and the July 
and is a class galloper who will strip 

fit after her 
pipe-opener 
last month.

The Dennis 
Drier stable is 
yet to fire this 
season and 
the promis-
ing Premier 
Dance will be 
out to change 
the game for 
them. The 
daughter of 

START PA6/PICK SIX5/JACKPOT4
4:40PM Gr3 VICTReSS STAKeS (F&M) - 1800M
KenIlwORTh       8 SAMe TRAIneR:(1-11)(2-5-12)(4-6-16)
 (8-13)
  
Silvano    1 nighTingale(C Bass-Robinson) A Delpech .... 6 60.0 
Dynasty    2 lady oF The houSe(BJ Crawford) P Strydom .... 9 59.5 
Royal Air Force    3 goodTiMe gal(M Robinson) B Fayd’herbe .... 4 58.0 
Silvano    4 STar exPreSS(J Snaith) C Murray ...............15 57.0 
Ideal World    5 louiSiana(BJ Crawford) C Orffer ..................10 57.0 
Dynasty    6 FranCia(J Snaith) M Byleveld ......................... 5 57.0 
Elusive Fort   7 SaFe harBour(SG Tarry) l hewitson ..........11 56.5 
Silvano    8 ePona(J Ramsden) A Marcus .........................16 56.5 
Silvano    9 orienTal oak(GS Kotzen) R Fourie .............13 56.5 
Silvano   10 PreMier danCe(DR Drier) S Veale ............... 8 56.5 
Gitano Hernando 11 WhoSe ThaT girl(C Bass-Robinson) A Domeyer .... 2 56.5 
Sail From Seattle 12 SeaTTle gold(BJ Crawford) G Cheyne ........12 56.5 
Captain Al  13 CaPTain gaMBler(J Ramsden) D Dillon...... 3 56.5 
Tiger Ridge  14 Meryl(D Kannemeyer) S Cele .........................14 50.0 
Silvano   15 Silver ThurSday(MF de Kock) JP vd Merwe .. 1 50.0 
Dynasty   16 dynaMiC diana(J Snaith) G v niekerk .......... 7 50.0 

2015
 1  Current Event 54.5 ( 6) 20/1
 2  Kingston Mines 59.5 ( 5) 7/1
 3  Coltrane 60.5 ( 3) 11/2

2016
 1  Royal Badge 53.0 ( 4) 22/1
 2  Three Balloons 52.5 ( 2) 6/1
 3  Smart Mart 53.0 (12) 7/1

2017
 1  Krambambuli 59.0 ( 7) 8/1
 2  Helderberg Blue 59.0 (10) 11/2
 3  Ovidio  60.0 ( 2) 1/1

Gr3 Summer Stayers Hcp
past winners

S A T U R D A Y  R A C I N G

START PA7/PICK SIX6
5:15PM Gr3 SuMMeR STAyeRS hCP - 2500M 
KenIlwORTh       9 SAMe TRAIneR:(1-2)
  
Silvano    1 Mr WinSoMe(D Kannemeyer) B Fayd’herbe .. 2 60.5 
Ideal World    2 CaPe SPeed(D Kannemeyer) A Delpech .......... 4 57.0 
Ideal World    3 My World(C Bass-Robinson) l hewitson....... 8 53.0 
Silvano    4 STraThdon(J Snaith) G v niekerk ................... 1 52.0 
Dynasty    5 our eMPeror(BJ Crawford) G Cheyne ......... 3 52.0 
Mambo In Seattle   6 i Travel lighT(J Ramsden) M Seidl ............. 7 52.0 
Western Winter   7 red Peril(WG Prestage) JP vd Merwe ........... 6 52.0  
Ideal World    8 Mangrove(GW Ennion) A Andrews ................ 5 52.0  
Elusive Fort   9 Woodland’S ForeST(Burger/van Reenen) B May .. 9 52.0  

2014
 1  Jet Supreme 60.0 ( 9) 8/1
 2  Acrostar 59.5 ( 8) 12/10
 3  Indaba 52.0 ( 4) 11/2

2015
 1  Ma Choix 58.0 (15) 20/1
 2  Harlem Shake 51.5 (11) 18/1
 3  Can Cope 58.0 ( 3) 50/1

2016
 1  Goodtime Gal 59.0 ( 1) 33/10
 2  Nightingale 59.0 ( 6) 7/2
 3  Qing  59.0 (12) 8/1

Gr3 Victress Stakes
past winners

Cape Speed | Gold Circle

tough races in three months. The son of Western Winter stays very 
well but is at his most lethal when allowed to dictate matters out 
front.  He ran out of puff late when a 2,75 length fourth behind 
Kinaan in the Kenilworth cup last time.

The likes of Strathdon and Our Emperor are on the up and take 
on the class Kannemeyer pair of Mr Winsome and cape Speed. I 
Travel Light has always threatened to break through and his gallop-
ing weight makes him the joker in the pack. 

http://www.sportingpost.co.za
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Silvano looks well held by Nightingale though and can only be 
hopeful of outside quartet money at best.

The same applies to the Mike De Kock visitor Silver Thursday, 
who had some fair form before being put firmly in her place in 
the cape Fillies Guineas a fortnight ago. She does jump from the 
best of the draw though and off a handy 50kg galloping weight 
could be worthy of quartet inclusion.

The hardknocking Winter Oaks winner Whose That Girl has 
stayed on well at her three runs this term. She has the advantage 
of fitness on her side but has tended to be more competitive in 
the out-of-season competition.

Brett crawford’s Listed Stormsvlei Mile winner Seattle Gold 
showed the benefit of advanced fitness when beating Gimme Six 
last month over a mile. The daughter of Sail From Seattle looks 
well held by Goodtime Gal though.

The Highlands bred Dynamic Diana has won 2 of her 4 starts 
and gets her first exposure at feature level. She tries the 1800m 
for the first time and should enjoy the extra.

The Gr1 Woolavington 2000 winner Lady Of The House gets 
the blinkers on at her second start as a 4yo. Piere Strydom, who 
was aboard at her peak career success, will ride her again and she 
is bound to have come on from her 22 November pipe-opener 
when failing to show and finishing 5,75 lengths off Seattle Gold.

Fillies and mares always make things a bit more complex. Good-
time Gal has plenty in her favour to register the Victress Stakes 
double and she is the selection to hold Safe Harbour and the 
high-class Nightingale.

captain Marshall’s Magic 
Milnerton trainer Vaughan Marshall trained his first 

Cape Guineas winner 31 years ago and saddles favourite 
Tap O’Noth on Saturday in a bid to register his fifth winner 
of one of our greatest races. 

Marshall and jockey MJ Byleveld bid for a double after 
William Longsword’s emphatic victory in the race last year. 

Prior to that the former KZN-based trainer won it with 
Sea Warrior in 1986, Face North in 1990 and the legendary 
captain Al in 2000. His stable jockey MJ Byleveld also won 
the classic on Le Drakkar in 2008 for Dean Kannemeyer.

captain Al has four representatives in Saturday’s renewal, 
including Tap O’Noth  and the son of champion sire Al Mufti 
and broodmare of the year Off To War, went into the 2000 
Guineas as a 7-1 shot behind the well fancied visiting con-
tenders, Badger's coast and Glamour Boy. 

The Vaughan Marshall trained bay prevailed by three parts 
of a length from subsequent SA classic hero, Glamour Boy. 
Further back in the race came dual classic winner, The Sheik 
(cape Derby, SA Guineas), while the disappointing favourite, 
Badger's coast, would go on to beat older horses in the J&B 
Met that same season.

The Guineas was traditionally run on the first Saturday 
in February and was run for the first time in 1955 as the 
cape Of Good Hope Guineas for a stake of £4200. The 2017 
renewal boasts a stake of R1 million.

The first Guineas winner Marion Island was bred by 
George Kramer at his Broadlands Stud and was raced by 
Mr & Mrs R Engestrom and Mr J carney, who was also his 
trainer. The horse changed stables to Syd Garrett sometime 
after his Guineas win and went on to win the first of the £10 
000 Mets in 1957. 

In 1963 cape Mellow-wood came on board as sponsors 
until 1970. The race was sponsorless from 1971 to 1974. In 
line with the cape Town Festival of 1975 the race was brand-
ed the Argus Festival Guineas and won by the brilliant son of 
Kirch Flambee, Gatecrasher.

It became the Richelieu Guineas in 1978 and in the next 
two decades had various sponsors from Topsport Bloodline, 
to Bloodstock South Africa and the cape Premier Yearling 
Sale – up to Grand Parade Investments.

Captain Al wins the 2000 Gr1 Cape Argus Guineas

De Kock – ‘No Guineas Stars’
Dynasty’s smart  son Sir David Baird is surprisingly easy to 

back in the 12-1 range for Saturday’s Gr1 Cape Guineas at Kenil-
worth - and it may be worth snapping up some of that!

Sir David Baird won the recent Listed KZN Guineas Trial in effort-
less fashion and comes into the Guineas very fit and very well.

Speaking on his website, www.mikedekockracing.com, trainer 
Mike de Kock said on Wednesday morning:  “Sir David Baird and 
Like A Panther have been in cape Town for a few weeks and we’ve 
had a chance to gallop them at the track. We’re expecting good 
runs from both.”

He said about Sir David Baird:  “He has something about him, 
there is something there. He was beaten against expectations over 
1400m twice, once by the smart Surcharge, but all he needed was 
the bend and a mile and he showed what he was capable of.

“Sir David Baird beat a weak field in the Guineas Trial, but he 
wasn’t near extended so should handle the step up. He’s well 
drawn and has a good jockey, two factors we don’t have to worry 
about.”

Mike added:  “If I look at Saturday’s Guineas I see no obvious 
stars, they haven’t revealed themselves yet. Nothing jumps off 
the page. Vaughan Marshall’s Tap O’Noth is probably the best of 
the opposition, he may come out of it victorious as the champion 
among them, but it could be us too, it could be Sir David Baird.  
We’re keen to see how he goes.”

Like A Panther, Mike opined, will be better over 2000m ad fur-
ther. “He’s a good Derby prospect for us. He will be hard pressed 
to win a mile at this level. But he’ll be staying on, he has place 
prospects.”
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Features To Come
Sat 23 Dec  (L) Southeaster Sprint 
  1100m Kenilworth

Tue 26 Dec  (L) Christmas Handicap 
  1600m Greyville

Sat 30 Dec  Gr3 Lebelo Sprint 
  1000m Turffontein (S)

Sun 31 Dec  Gr3 Flamboyant S.(F&M) 
  1600m Greyville (T)

Wed 3 Jan   (L) Lady’s Bracelet (F&M) 
  1600m Fairview (T)

Fri 5 Jan   Gr2 Sceptre Stakes (F&M) 
  1200m Kenilworth (S)

  (L) Jamaica Hndcp (F&M) 
  2000m Kenilworth (S)

Sat 6 Jan   Gr1 Queens Plate 
  1600m Kenilworth (S)

  Gr1 Paddock Stakes (F&M) 
  1800m Kenilworth (S) 

  Gr2 Peninsula Handicap 
  1800m Kenilworth (S)

  Gr3 Chairmans Cup  
  3200m Kenilworth (S)

  Gr3 Politician Stakes (3yo’s) 
  1800m Kenilworth (S)

Sun 7 Jan   Gr3 London News Stakes 
  1800m Turffontein (S) 
  (L) Sea Cottage Stakes (3yo’s) 
  1800m Turffontein (S)

Sat 13 Jan  Gr2 Diadem Stakes  
  1200m Kenilworth (S) 
  (L) Sophomore Sprint (3yo’s) 
  1200m Kenillworth (S) 
  (L) Swallow Stakes (3yo’s) 
  1200m Turffontein (S) 
Sun 21 Jan  (L)Michael Roberts Hcp 
  1800m Scottsville 

Sun 21 Jan  (L)Michael Roberts Hcp 
  1800m Scottsville  
Sun 27 Jan  Gr1 Sun Met  
  2000m Kenilworth (S) 
  Gr1 Cape Flying Championship 
  1000m Kenilworth (S)  
  Gr1  Majorca Stakes (F&M) 
  1600m Kenilworth (S)  
  Gr1 Cape Derby (F&M) 
  2000m Kenilworth (S) 
  Gr2 Western Cape Stayers 
  2800m Kenilworth (S) 
  (L) Juvenile Stakes (2yo’s) 
  1000m Kenilworth (S) 
  The CTS 1200 (3yo’s)  
  1200m Kenilworth (S) 
  The CTS 1600 (3yo’s) 
 

31 March On  
To Met Date 
No additional entries were received for 

the R5 million Gr1 Sun Met at the first 
supplementary stage of the Cape’s flag-
ship race on Tuesday 12 December. 

A total of 31 entries, which included all 
of South Africa’s big-hitters, were received 
for the race on Wednesday 29 November. 

There is one final chance for latecomer 
hopefuls for the big one on 28 January, 
with Final Supplementary Entries closing 
at 11h00 on Monday 8 January 2018. The 
weights will be published on the same day. 

The 134th running of the Met will be the 
first at pure weight-for-age.

The recent Green Point Stakes run-
ner-up Edict Of Nantes has supplanted his 
conqueror Legal Eagle at the top of the 
Hollywood betting boards, with the cape 
Winter Series Triple crown winner African 
Night Sky supported into third favourite. 
The latter will gallop under jockey Bernard 
Fayd’herbe at 11h30, prior to the cape 
Guineas racemeeting at Kenilworth on 
Saturday.

The likely presence at the magical Met 
meeting of multiple champion jockey 
Frankie Dettori, who is likely to ride for 
the second successive year, together with 
superstar host Usain Bolt, the world 100m 
and 200m record holder, will add a touch 
of international glamour to the event.

Kenilworth Racecourse will be 
turned into cape Town's very own cat-
walk on Sun Met day when the fash-
ion theme 'Style ahead of the Field' 
encourages all racegoers to come 
dressed in colours, prints and textures 
inspired by Africa. Don your Afro-chic 
attire and get ready to celebrate Afri-
ca's Richest Race Day in true style.

Inspired By Africa

kZn racing  
looking Bright

Gold circle cEO Michel Nairac says a 
sharp drop in tote turnovers from August 
2016 took them by surprise and they end-
ed the year with a R12 million loss – which 
included retrenchment costs.

But he says that things are looking posi-
tive with a stakes increase on 1 November 
and a nice profit shown in the first quarter 
of trading.

Watch this interview with Paul Lafferty 
on Monday evening’s WinningWays

We have been royally spoilt with 
a good few weekends of top drawer 
horseracing and after the bumper four 
feature Guineas Day line-up at Kenil-
worth this weekend, the momentum 
drops  a few notches with the running 
of the R150 000 Listed Southeaster 
Sprint over 1100m on the christmas 
Eve weekend.

A bumper entry of 31 has been 
received for the appropriately named 
dash which rounds off the 2017 feature 
season in the cape.

Local powerhouses Joey Rams-
den, Brett crawford and Justin Snaith 
holding 13 of the 31 entries between 
them for next Saturday’s feature, with 
the Ramsden ‘Fatty’ Brutal Force the 
highest rated runner in the field off his 
well-earned 110 mark.

The race was won last year by the gal-
lant evergreen Bass-Robinson trained 
Tevez, who ran a gutsy fourth behind 
Silicone Valley in the Gr2 cape Mer-
chants just a fortnight ago.

A reflection of the 8yo Tevez’ longevi-
ty is that he ran third in the Southeaster 
Sprint in 2013 behind cap Alright. None 
of those who ran in his runner-up debut 
on 17 March 2012 are still racing.

Supplementary entries for the South-
easter Sprint close at 11h00 on Friday 
15 December.

Declarations are due at 11h00 on 
Monday 17 December.

Follow the full race preview and all 
the news on www.sportingpost.co.za

Curtain Down On  
2017 Cape Features

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tyz1wfaDWWM&feature=youtu.be&t=2291
http://www.sportingpost.co.za
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Deo Juvente

L ' o R m A R I N S  q U e e N ' S  P L A T e

can be purchased here

They say it’s better to be lucky than good, but a little bit of both 
seems to be the best recipe.  An ‘LBJ’ is the rather unflattering 
moniker for a nondescript, plain horse – ‘little brown job’.  Deo Ju-
vente may not be little, but with no distinguishing white markings, 
he is a relatively plain brown horse.  A ‘BBJ’ if you will.  On 6 May 
2017, the Geoff Woodruff-trained BBJ pulled off the seemingly 
impossible when he beat Legal Eagle and Nother Russia in a titan-
ic three-way struggle in the Gr1 Premier’s champions challenge, 
made all the more impressive after he lost a good few lengths at 
the start.

Behind every great result, is a great story and Deo’s is perhaps 
one of my favourites – not simply because he is a good horse, 
but because his story is firmly rooted in friendship, has delivered 
some very special moments to some very special people and 
because the cocktail is liberally coloured by the hand of chance.  

Born From A Friendship 
To really appreciate the Deo Juvente story, one has to cast your 

mind back a good few years to the era of Sydney Press, Edgars, 
Northfields and coromandel Stud.  Young bloodstock agent Robin 
Bruss was enlisted to advise Press on his bloodstock affairs and 
help set up coromandel Stud.  Robin advised on the purchase of 
Tecla Bluff, the sensational Millard-trained filly who made a clean 
sweep of the Republic Day Handicap, the Rothmans July and the 
clairwood Winter Handicap to be named Horse of the Year in 
1983.  Press decided that his champion filly needed a champion 
stallion and set Robin the task of finding a suitable mate.  Robin 
found Northfields.  

When Press’ empire fell 
apart, he made Robin a 
parting gift representing 
the best of the coroman-
del Farm breeding - the 
only daughter of North-
fields and the great mare 
Tecla Bluff - Teclafields.  
Unfortunately Teclafields 
only won a single race 
in her career.  However, 
she proved her worth in 
the paddock, producing 
10 foals, of which 9 were 
winners and three won 
at Gr1 level.  circle Of Life 
won the Garden Province 
Stakes and finished 3rd 
in the July, going on to be 
named Equus champion 

Older Female for 1998 and 1999; African Lion won the champi-
ons cup; and Zebra crossing, trained by Robin’s brother Neil, won 
the J&B Met.

Name
Robin raced circle Of Life in partnership with Mike Wittstock.  

“We had a long-standing friendship going back to Zim days.  
Mike and I raced circle Of Life together as a 2 and 3yo and I later 
bought him out.  Then charlene became Princess of Monaco.  
The Monaco coat of arms bears the words ‘Deo Juvante’ which 
means ‘with God’s help’.  At the wedding, Mike had to make a 
speech and at the end, he raised his glass and said ‘Deo Juvante’ 
which got him a huge cheer.  When she had the colt by Trippi, 
Mike came to the farm and had photos taken with the foal at 
foot.  I named him Deo Juvente in the hope that someone from 
Monaco might buy him,” admits Robin.

“I was working for cTS at the time and Deo Juvente was bred on 
a foal share, whereby Klawervlei provided a service and I provid-
ed a mare.  He went through the sales ring at the 2013 National 
Yearling Sale and Markus Jooste bought me out.  I went round 
to the back, hoping to buy the horse, and as I started to bid, I 
saw Joey Ramsden standing three steps away and realised he 
was bidding against me on instruction from Markus.  As you can 
imagine, I got run over quite quickly.  The horse sold for R500k,” 
he remembers ruefully.  

However, the story doesn’t end there.  From the sales, Deo 
Juvente was sent to a spelling farm.  When he was ready to go 
into training, thanks to an administrative muddle, instead of 

being sent to cape Town, 
he ended up on a float to 
Randjesfontein.  Rather 
than upset the applecart, 
it was decided to leave the 
horse where he was, which 
is how he came to be in the 
care of Geoff Woodruff.

There is a wonderful 
quote by Anthony Powell 
which reads “His face bore 
that look of sadness with 
which you associate people 
accustomed throughout 
their lives to the boundless 
unreliability of horses”.  
Some might argue that the 
horses are fine, it’s usually 
people who turn out to be 
unreliable, but that’s a dis-

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
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cussion for another day.  If it is possible for that particular brand 
of sadness to be transferred into speech, then Joey’s voice carried 
its stamp when I rang up to ask about the story.  “It was quite a 
funny year.  I bought a Summer cup winner (Deo Juvente went 
down a short head to stable mate Master Sabina), a July winner 
(The conglomerate) and a Met winner (Whisky Baron).”  Did he 
remember why he liked him as a yearling?  “I just liked him as an 
individual.  He didn’t look his best at the time and he didn’t go 
for a lot of money, but he was one of my picks of the sale.  And I 
never got to train him.  But there you go.”  

As they say, you might not always get the horse you want, but 
you do get the horse you need and the racing gods decreed that 
Geoff Woodruff needed Deo Juvente.

A Horse For The Big Occasions
‘Deo’ didn’t see a racecourse until he turned three, but won 

easily on debut over 1400m at Turffontein on 3 January 2015 
with Gavin Lerena in the saddle.  He would go on to rack up 3 
wins and 3 places from 7 starts in his sophomore season.  As a 
4yo, he delivered several highlights, the first being gifting up and 
coming young rider callan Murray with his first Gr2 success in the 
2015 Victory Moon Stakes.  A little under 2 weeks later, he fought 
stablemate Master Sabina all the way to the line in the 2015 
Summer cup for a short head second.  He joined the Woodruff 
string for the cape summer season and opened his campaign in 
the Peninsula Handicap on L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate day, coming 
from the back of the field to finish a brilliant third to Light The 
Lights from a wide draw.  A few days later, rolling in the sand after 
work, he cut his leg open on a broken bottle.  “It was about a 6 
inch cut and it took a long time to heal, because it was on the 
loose skin on his stifle, so the stitches kept pulling out,” explains 
Geoff.

After a six month break, he resurfaced in the Gr3 Jubilee Hand-
icap at Turffontein on 12 June and cantered down favourite, but 
was pulled out of the race by Piere Strydom.  Despite the team’s 
best efforts to prove his well-being, Deo was dismissed by the 
Vodacom Durban July panel and did not make the cut.

5yo Career
After another lengthy break, Deo started his 5yo season with 

the Gr2 Joburg Spring challenge in October, finishing 5 lengths 
off Kangaroo Jack.  In November, he was just over half a length 
third to New Predator in the charity Mile before a mid-field effort 
in the 2016 Summer cup.  He went down half a length to Rom-
any Prince in the 2017 Gr2 London News Stakes in mid-January 
and then put up a courageous run in the colorado King Stakes in 
March, finishing ¼ length second to Brazuca after casting a shoe 
and being carried in during the running.  Geoff reunited Deo 
with his Victory Moon Stakes friend, callan Murray for an 1800m 
Pinnacle Stakes at Turffontein in mid-April and then came that 
fantastic run in the champion Stakes on 6 May.  It was an incredi-
bly emotional day for the team.  Deo book-ended callan’s hattrick 
Gr1 wins for the day and Geoff dedicated the win to his mother 
who had passed away peacefully the previous evening.  Some-

what ironically, shortly afterwards, Gold circle rated him top of 
their July log for 2017.

Long break
However, Deo has not been seen on a racecourse since.  Geoff 

explains, “It was a great pity.  He was due to run in the champion 
Stakes in Durban and he’d been working up a storm.  Then his 
back legs stacked and he got one of those little viruses that goes 
around and that was that.  We were very disappointed to scratch 
there – we felt he was going to run a good one.”

They decided to skip this year’s Summer cup thanks to the 
handicapper, who pushed up his rating following his champion 
Stakes win.  “They made him a 115, but didn’t do much to Nother 
Russia, who was another short head away in third,” he notes.  “As 
Derek Brugman rightly said, he could have run in the Summer cup 
and would probably have produced a balanced third or fourth, 
but it doesn’t help and you tire him and possibly take the edge off 
for bigger things, so our hands were really tied by the handicap-
pers.  I feel it’s a pity, because they take so much of the gloss off 
the big races because horses can’t be competitive.  If you’ve got 
a nice handicapper of about 106 and he dares get within a few 
lengths of something that’s within 120 for argument’s sake, hand-
icappers take an unrealistic view.  They don’t take the pace or size 
of field into account.  Until it’s addressed, we’re going to get 7 or 
8 horses in a WFA Gr1.  You can argue with the handicappers, but 
it doesn’t seem to get you anywhere and at the end of the day 
we all get penalised.  Sponsors and the public are the main losers 
here.”

Cape season 
So Deo stayed in his box and the team have set their sights on 

the Met.  They’ve used the opportunity to come to cape Town in 
late November.  “He has settled in nicely,” reports Geoff.  “What 
I wanted to do was to get him all the bugs and things through his 
system, and build up his immunity to whatever you’ve got going 
on down there and make him a cape horse for now.”  Daughter 
Lucinda has been looking after him at their Milnerton satellite 
and he’s reportedly settling in well.  

Asked what he’s like to work with, Geoff says, “He’s one of 
those ‘stop it, no, I like it,’ types.  He’ll lay his ears back and snap 
his teeth and you, but when you go to make a fuss, his ears come 
forward and he’s all soppy.  He’s a big, long, heavy horse and 
handsome in a way that only a mother can love,” he chuckles.  
“He’s a real war horse.  Because he’s long backed, he hasn’t got 
a great action until he’s galloping – so it’s a nightmare to watch 
him cantering - he looks like a centipede coming towards you, but 
funnily enough, he’s been pretty sound.”

Deo has a Kenilworth grass gallop under the belt and will be 
running in the Premier Trophy on 16 December.  “We’d like to try 
and keep him at WFA, simply because you can’t give away chunks 
of weight everywhere.  We’ll target Premier Trophy, the L’Orma-
rins Queen’s Plate and the Met – that’s our three race target for 
cape Town.”

can be purchased here
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Wednesday, 6 December 2017 was the dawn of a brave new 
world for many, but none less so than Denis Schwarz, who rode 
the first 4-timer of his career as well as inking his name in SA 
racing’s history books, by becoming only the third apprentice to 
ride the Jackpot after Muis Roberts and Athandiwe Mgudlwa.  

The Greyville Polytrack meeting for Wednesday, 6 December 
was a drizzly 9 race card affair and Denis’ engagements started in 
race 2, where he grabbed a 4th place cheque aboard the Robbie 
Hill-trained camphoratus.  In race 3, he had another ride for Rob-
bie Hill and brought Final Assembly home in third.  With his ride 
scratched in race 4, there was time for a quick breather before his 
historic feat, which got under way in race 5.

In short order, he brought home Everlasting Love for Robbie 
Hill, Lala for Doug campbell, cosima for Garth Puller and Hey 
Georgie Girl for Doug campbell, to give him all four legs of the 
Jackpot.  He closed the card with another 3rd for Belinda Impey 
in the last.

It’s been a red-letter week for him as he also chalked up his 
40th career win on Roy’s Snowdrops on Friday, 8 December and is 
now down to claiming 1.5kgs.  

About Denis
Denis Willem Schwarz was born on 6 July 1999 and grew up 

in Alberton in Johannesburg.  He went to Orion Primary and 
attended Marais Viljoen High, before transferring to the SA Jockey 
Academy.  He was always an avid sportsman at school, playing 
cricket and rugby at primary school and switching to hockey in 
high school, when the size deficit with his classmates got a little 
too big.  

The inspiration for applying to the Jockey Academy came 
from his step-father, who encouraged him to consid-
er it as an option because of his size.  “It was never 
something I was definitely going to do, he just told 
me about it and said if I was interested, I should try.  
When Grade 9 came, my step-father told me it was 
time to apply if I still wanted to do it, so I decided to 
try and see.  Just after my first interview, he took me 
to Summer cup day at Turffontein.  When I saw that, I 
was totally interested and it convinced me that’s what I 
wanted to do.”  

Denis joined the intake of 2015 alongside the likes of 
Ashton Arries, calvin Habib, Louis Burke, Sandile 
Mbhele, Dylan Lerena, Khanya Sakayi, Liam 
Tarentaal and Daniel Kotzen.  “There were 
12 riders in my group and it’s turning into 
quite a competitive year,” he says.

Rocky start
Other than a quick crash course on a 

family friend’s farm, Denis had never 
ridden before joining the Academy and 
things didn’t get off to a very smooth 
start.  “Just after we got to the Acad-
emy, we went to a camp.  We weren’t 

even riding yet.  We were playing soccer in the sand and I broke 
my toe.  I was out for six weeks and hadn’t even got on a horse 
yet,” he laments.  “So right from the start, I was behind, but when 
the other guys were being taught, I watched them and learnt a 
lot, so I was able to catch up quickly.”  

Unfortunately that wasn’t the end of his woes.  “About a month 
after I started going to track, a horse reared up and fell onto me, 
so that was another set-back and put me out for 6-8 weeks.  But 
from there on in, I’ve learnt quickly,” he says cheerfully, adding 
that he was one of the first from his year to sign his papers.

Asked about his time at the Academy, he says, “I think the 
education is fantastic.  The one on one really helps.  My marks im-
proved since I joined the Academy.  They also teach us a lot about 
professionalism, hard work and determination and to keep your 
feet on the ground and not to get too far ahead of yourself.”

Milestones
Denis’ first ride under rules came on Sunday, 20 March 2016, 

when he piloted the craig Eudey trained Last Summer and Gavin 
van Zyl’s Ginger Biscuit at Scottsville, grabbing a 5th place cheque 
with Ginger Biscuit.  His first winner was chronological for Gareth 
van Zyl on 11 May 2016.

Denis is from a large family.  His mother is a metro police officer 
and his step-father runs his own business.  He has two sisters and 
two half-brothers and is the youngest child but one.

In terms of support, he singles out the Van Zyl yard.  “Gareth and 
Gavin van Zyl have helped me a lot and given me a lot of experi-
ence – not just at races, but at the track in the morning.  I also get a 
lot of support from the Wright yard, Mr campbell and Mr Lafferty.”  

Asked whether Laff has invented a nickname for him yet 
he says no.  “My family call me DW, but Mr Laff calls 

me Den.”  However, in a nice touch, Sheldon Peters 
predicted, “We’re going to call him ‘Jackpot Schwarz’ 
from now on”.  On the track, he is grateful to Warren 
Kennedy, “who used to help me a lot and I’m very 
thankful for that,” and Bernard Fayd’herbe, who he 
looks up to.  
career highlights so far are riding Pearl Emblem 

to three wins in a row, “To do that as an apprentice 
is very special for me,” and naturally, his feat last 

Wednesday.  “I had 7 rides and had a fourth, two 
thirds and four winners.  

Red letter day
There is nothing that succeeds 

like success and Denis says when 
he went through the card, he was 
pretty confident that most of his 
rides had chances.  “There was 
just a maiden that was a bit 
concerning, but my first ride on 
that horse came 4th.  I had a 
first timer in race 3 that ran 3rd 
and then Everlasting Love that 
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I’d won a barrier trial with.  I really liked her and she came from 
behind and really won well, which built up my confidence.  Then 
I won on Lala.  I’d won on her previously and really liked her and 
she won easily in a 5 horse field.  As it went on, it just got better 
and better and my confidence grew.  After winning on cosima for 
Garth Puller, I remember Mandla Ntuli telling me in the jockey 
room that if I got half a chance I’d win with Georgie Girl and I did.”

Unfortunately he didn’t have any friends or family at the course 
to cheer him on, but confirms that his phone was ringing con-
stantly.  Muis Roberts congratulated him on his achievement.  “He 
told me it’s really special and that it’s nice to see that somebody 
else has also done it.”

Boost
Denis says the achievement is already paying dividends.  “I’ve 

already seen that trainers have confidence in me.  Something like 
this really helps and you get better rides.  I had a fall in January 
and tore the ligaments in my knee and was off for six months.  
When I came back, it was a little difficult.  I was running a lot of 
seconds and places, then I had a win for Mr campbell and then 
things just got better and better.”

Denis is currently Academy Head Boy and says he thinks it is 
unusual to be named head boy so early.  “It is a special achieve-
ment to get it in my third year.”  In terms of future plans, he has 
his sights set on an apprentice championship, but admits it’s quite 
difficult trying to take on Lyle Hewitson.  “After champion appren-
tice, the next goal would be wanting to be champion jockey and 
then all jockeys have dreams of riding overseas in places like Hong 
Kong or Singapore.”

At 1.6m, Denis is a little taller than his peers, but rides comfort-
ably at 52kgs.  “My weight went up after my injury and I’ve been 
struggling to get it down, so at the moment I can ride 52kgs and 
claim 1.5kgs comfortably.”

He is being given opportunities and is currently 5th on the ap-
prentice log with a very respectable 8% win strike rate.

Outside interests
Although Academy life keeps him pretty busy, interests outside 

racing include collecting coins and watching sport and despite 
being from Joburg, Denis has pledged allegiance to the Sharks 
rugby side.  

“My family are really big supporters of my riding.  Probably 
my biggest supporter is my step-father.  He really helps a lot and 
gives me a lot of advice.  He’s also my biggest critic at times.  My 
younger sister does show-jumping, so she also has an interest in 
horses and my older sister always comes and watches me ride in 
Johannesburg.”

Denis will be relocating to the Johannesburg Academy next year, 
which will allow him a little more scope to travel as well as being 
closer to home.  “Last year just before our main exams started, 
I used to go to Joburg quite a bit.  I got support there and have 
ridden 5 or 6 winners in Joburg now.  I’m looking forward to going 
there again next year.”

Although Denis has had his fair share of injury set-backs, he says 
he loves being a jockey.  “I’m enjoying it a lot.  It’s really a great thrill 
to have a winner and cross the winning post first, but just to get a 
horse to give its best and run to its potential is very rewarding.”

The toughest aspect of the job?  “My communication skills, but I 
think I’m improving.”  If he keeps riding like he did last Wednesday, 
he’ll be getting plenty more practice.

taking a 2019 Derby view
Newly elected Phumelela Chairman Bernard Kantor has 

one of 338 yearling entries for the 240th running of the 
Investec Derby at Epsom Downs on 1 June 2019.

The co-founder of Investec Bank and a prominent owner 
and breeder in South Africa, Kantor has entered a camelot 
colt which cost 62,000 guineas at Tattersalls.

Britain's premier classic and richest race, run over 2400m 
for three-year-old colts and fillies, carries a stake of at least 
£1.5-million.

The coolmore partners of Sue Magnier, Michael Tabor 
and Derrick Smith have dominated the classic in recent 
times, with seven winners in various combinations of own-
ership - 2001 Galileo; 2002 High chaparral; 2011 Pour Moi; 
2012 camelot; 2013 Ruler Of The World; 2014 Australia & 
2017 Wings Of Eagles.

They have 45 entries between them,  headed by no less 
than 30 sons of eight-time champion sire Galileo, including 
full-brothers to Highland Reel, churchill and Sir Isaac New-
ton, as well as a Frankel colt out of Belesta - the €1.6m sale 
topper at Goffs Orby - and an Australia colt out of four-time 
G1 scorer Peeping Fawn.

Investec Derby-winning owner the Aga Khan took the 
spoils for the fifth time in 2016 with Harzand. His 22 entries 
are headed by an Invincible Spirit colt out of unbeaten 
superstar Zarkava.

Faylaq, a 1.5-million guineas Dubawi colt in training with 
William Haggas, and Maydanny, a 1.35-million guineas 
purchase by the same sire with Mark Johnston, headline 
21 entries for owner Hamdan Al Maktoum, successful with 
Nashwan (1989) and Erhaab (1994).

Khalid Abdullah has 18 entries as he chases a fourth In-
vestec Derby victory, while Sheikh Mohammed's Godolphin 
operation has 11 entries.

Her Majesty The Queen, a great supporter of Epsom 
Downs, is yet to win the Investec Derby, although she came 
close with 1953 runner-up Aureole and carlton House, who 
was third in 2011. Her Majesty's five entries include the 
first progeny of 2013 Gold cup heroine Estimate, sired by 
Dubawi.

Sheikh Mohammed Obaid Al Maktoum, successful with 
High-Rise in 1998, has 10 entries including a Dubawi colt 
out of three-time G1 scorer Finsceal Beo.

The Niarchos Family and its offshoot Flaxman Stables 
Ireland Ltd have 13 entries in total, topped by sons of high-
class racemares Six Pefections, Fiesolana and Duntle, all by 
Galileo.

There are two further opportunities for horses to be 
entered in the 2019 Investec Derby - at the second entry 
stage in April, 2019 and at the supplementary entry stage 
on Monday, May 27, 2019.

Horses who are not entered can also gain a Wild card 
entry into the Investec Derby by winning one of the two 
races at Epsom Downs - a conditions race over an extended 
mile in September, 2018, and the 10-furlong Investec Derby 
Trial in April, 2019.
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Short Heads

Snaith 
Sizzling
Justin Snaith made it 

13 winners in the past 
3 cape meetings with a 
four-timer at Kenilworth 
on Saturday. As one 
of his owners quipped 
post-race,- ‘the stable 
cat will be a big runner 
next week’. Not putting 
the mockers on them, 
but the Snaith form is 
expected to roll on with 
20 runners at Kenilworth 
on Saturday.

Drakenstein Stud’s cham-
pion sire Trippi, currently 

South Africa’s Leading Sire of 3yo’s by 
stakes, had three smart winners this 
past weekend. Fifty cents, winner of the 
2016 Listed Jet Master Stakes, picked up 
the sixth win of his career at Kenilworth 

on Saturday. Trippi also enjoyed a 
double at Greyville this weekend, 
when Flamenco Dancer and On 
That Boulevard both won on 
Sunday. Sire of 68 stakes winners 
worldwide, Trippi  will be repre-
sented by sons White River and 
cot campbell in Saturday’s Gr1 

cape Guineas.

Christmas 
Spirit

Yellow Star Stud are hosting a 
unique christmas Party Sale on 
Thursday 21 December at the 
farm. 15 unbroken two-year olds 
will be on show and for sale in 
a silent auction, with a  mini-
mum bid of R3000. ‘If you have 
a cheque book bring it …. If not 
come for the party!’, says the 
invite. The sale is from 10h00 
onwards. RSVP :   
info@yellowstarstud.co.za

Phil ‘Em UP

Rose Of 
Dubai

Three-time winner Belle Rose 
has landed in Dubai for the up-
coming Dubai carnival as part of 
the Mike De Kock team. By Golden 
Sword, she is out of star brood-
mare Vin Fizz – the dam of Pierre 
Jourdan and champagne Haze. 
Belle Rose is owned by Al Adiyaat 
South Africa. Golden Sword still 
holds the record for the fastest 
2000m at Meydan and made the 
news recently when his full broth-
er, Rekindling, won the Melbourne 
cup a few months ago.

Just Say it
It’s been a trying week for 

many in South African horserac-
ing. But full marks go to the  
Mauritius Turf club for prize of 
the most diplomatically worded 
press release of the year. It reads: 
The Board of Directors have 
noted an incident that occurred 
between two members of the 
Mauritius Turf club during the In-
ternational Weekend. The Board 
has decided to appoint a Discipli-
nary committee to hear them, 
following which it will decide 
what to do.

THuRSDAy DeADliNe
Entries have opened for the KZN Breeders Series of seven 

races at a stake of R200 000 each, held on the KZN Breeders 
Race Day taking place on Saturday 30 June 2018.  First entries 
close on Thursday, 14 December 2017. The KZN Breeders 
Series was introduced to reward owners and trainers who sup-
port local breeders with the purchase of “KZN-bred” horses, by 
offering an opportunity to win a substantial stake. Enquiries go 
to www.kznbreeders.co.za

Another sire to enjoy a weekend treble 
was Varsfontein Stud’s young stallion 
Gimmethegreenlight who dominated the 
Greyville turf meet on Sunday. Dean Kan-
nemeyer trained cossack Guard romped to an 
easy 1200m maiden win and then Duncan Howells  saddled 
a double - Green Fairy ran out a comfortable winner over 
2000m while Legend rounded the Gimme treble winning 
an MR 94 handicap over 1600m.

Drakenstein Stud’s  
Philanthropist enjoyed 
winners at home and away 
this weekend. The Rosed-
ene Stud bred Amajory 
romped in over 1000m at 
the Vaal classic Track on 
Saturday.  Philanthropist 
was also represented by 
an international winner 
this weekend when his son 
Sunny’s Rainbow scored 
for a fourth time over 
1400m at Woodbine on 
Sunday.

Goodman  
Goodbye
A reminder that the 

total no reserve dispersal 
sale of Kilimanjaro Racing 
(Pty) Ltd and partners will 
be held under the auspic-
es of Bloodstock South 
Africa at Summerveld 
on 16 December 2017 
at 10h30. Longstanding 
trainer James Goodman is 
calling it a day.
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Summer Season Slump

In this day and age when attendances at race meetings are 
falling faster than our betting turnover, the perennial problem 
of how to market the sport - and how to market it to a new 
generation of racing enthusiasts - is an on-going and persis-
tently problematic one.  An interesting experience with some 
telemarketing companies got me thinking.  

A little service goes a long way
It seems one now gets calls trying to sell you anything from 

car to funeral insurance.  While the odd one is OK, one tends to 
lose your sense of humour when you progress to several of the 
wretched things a week.  

There are a number of websites and discussion forums on the 
subject offering all sorts of creative solutions.  As it’s that time of 
year, one of my favourites is to hand your phone to a 5yo and tell 
them it’s Father christmas.  I like to have some fun and take on the 
telemarketers at their own game and try to sell them something 
back.  I nearly talked someone into buying a horse once.  True story.

As I dislike companies using my personal information to invade 
my privacy, I escalate the matter to a manager and lodge an official 
complaint and it’s delivered interesting results.  One company 
was fast, efficient and polite, listened to my complaint, apologised 
abundantly – and more importantly immediately - skilfully diffused 
my ire and did their best to be of assistance (it turns out you can 
deregister yourself via the National Opt-Out Database – www.na-
tionaloptout.co.za), leaving me very positively disposed and likely 
to recommend them and their services to others.   Another compa-
ny has been nothing but obstructive, rude and dismissive, creating 
a protracted and unpleasant experience on both ends of the line.  
Ironically, what started out as targeting me as a new customer, led 
to them convincing me that I will go out of my way to avoid their 
company and services and will happily advise anyone 
who will listen to do the same.  

The point is that it is incredibly easy to 
swing things either way.  Which leads me 
to look at some super (as well as some not 
so super) recent examples from racing.

The good, the bad and the  
downright ugly
Firstly, let's talk transport.  There have 

been distinct rumblings on the horizon 
that all was not well when choice car-
riers' name disappeared from the Fillies 
championship on 28 October without 
a word of explanation and the race day 
came and went sans sponsor.  Then, giv-
ing three days’ notice, Kenilworth Racing 
announced that there would be a new 
transport contractor as of 1 December 
– a Gr1 race day no less - and listing an 
entity no-one had ever heard of.  Rather 
predictably, everyone got good and cross, 
and everything got off on the wrong 

foot.  Not a textbook example of how to make friends and influence 
people.  

Summer Cup Wash-Out
Then we had Summer cup Saturday-turned-Sunday where the 

Joburg washout proved even more treacherous on the Tote as 
the cancellation caused the systems to crash for the day.  I was 
at Kenilworth for the Western cape Equine Trust race day and as 
it was a charitable event, everyone donned their best blitz spirit 
and tried to soldier on as brightly as they could, but races were 
delayed, horses got confused and worked up, and there was not 
even an explanation offered, let alone an apology.  Which was 
tragic as while the racing fraternity turned up in numbers to sup-
port the charity, there were a good few Joe Normal folks invited 
to the day as well.  What must they have made of it all?

Races go missing (RIP Jet Master Stakes), meetings get moved to 
just about any old day – and time - of the week to accommodate a 
foreign (in all senses of the word) programme and while we’re on 
the subject of programmes, there never seems to be more than 5 
race cards to be found on course for any given race meeting.  While 
I’m reasonably capable of picking out a good number of horses on 
sight, there is someone at the course who needs a little more infor-
mation and that’s the punter, who is constantly encouraged to bet 
bet bet.  If you go to a restaurant, you are offered a menu.  How are 
people supposed to bet without knowing what’s running?  I realise 
that most people have access to smart phones nowadays, but are 
we expecting people to bring their own race cards?  It’s honestly 
starting to feel as though we don’t want people at the course.

Fillies Guineas Flop
The next big feature race day was the much loved cape Fillies 

Guineas on 2 December, with the cape Merchants and 
Green Point Stakes sharing the billing.  There were 

visiting trainers and jockeys from all around 
the country, eye-wateringly, stupendously 

exciting horses, our dual Horse of the Year 
making his cape seasonal debut and a 
will-she, won’t-she conundrum in the 
Fillies Guineas over Snowdance and 
yet another sterling effort from Snaith 
Racing who turned up fully loaded and 
produced 5 winners on the card.  What 
there wasn’t, was any build-up, any 
crowds or, far more maddeningly, any 
name panels on the number cloths.  
I’ve previously raised the matter with 
a member of the Kenilworth team and 
was informed we get name panels for 
sponsored races only.  Well, the Fillies 
Guineas is a Gr1 and it was sponsored by 
World Sports Betting (who also spon-
sored the Merchants and Green Point 
Stakes), so we can safely tick that box.  

I checked the form for Gauteng Guin-
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eas day (also run under the auspices of Phumelela) and oddly, all of 
the Gr2 Wilgerbosdrift Fillies Guineas and the Gr2 Betting World Gaut-
eng Guineas runners sported name panels on their number cloths.  So 
why no name panels for a sponsored Gr1 in the cape?

The food trucks seemed to go missing en route to the course, leav-
ing the day tripping unfortunates in the cobbled together ‘paddock’ 
area stranded and then I’ll hand out an award as it seems no-one else 
was doing it – my favourite faux pas of the day goes to whoever forgot 
to organise the trophies and BSA cheques for the post race presenta-
tion.  For the main race.  Ai karamba.

elephant in the room
Also, while it doesn’t seem the done thing to discuss it, there is a 

rather pressing mainstream news issue which is likely to have reper-
cussions for racing.  Where is our leadership?  Not a peep from the 
Operator and not a peep from the NHA, with the chairman, cEO and 
Racing control Executive busy with presumably more pressing matters 
at Hong Kong’s international meeting.

The Southern cross Stakes race day, sponsored by SW Securities 
(who seem terribly nice people), also produced some lovely racing.  
But again, sadly no marketing and no crowds.  

Our horses and horse people are undoubtedly all running their 
socks off.  What’s happening on the other end of the bus?

A few bright spots
Fortunately, there were also a couple of bright spots to lend hope that 

there are still people with a grip on the fact that the best way to win 
new fans (and keep old ones) is simply to treat people well.

The first was Varsfontein Stud's incredibly kind gesture in posting 4yo 
Emmanuel Teunissen, a racing fan with a particular soft spot for Be-
la-Bela, a surprise package of some photographs and a letter from their 
champion filly as well as a snip of her mane.  I can only imagine how 
much this meant and what an impression it is likely to have made – not 
only on Emmanuel, but on everyone who knows him.  It was not only in-
credibly kind, but it touched an upcoming generation and gave them an 
early, positive experience of racing and also paid dividends for the farm 
as the story has been shared several times over - as it well deserves.

The second win came from a young lady named Romi Bettison, 
who works at Moutonshoek Stud and who many of you may have 
met on visits to the farm or tending the Moutonshoek draft at sales.  
Romi made the time and effort to show an enthusiastic young teen 
around the farm, allowed her to check off a bucket list item of sitting 
in a paddock and having a foal fall asleep on her lap and even let her 
young guest experience delivering a foal.  Again, a small gesture from 
one person with a life-changing impact on someone else.  There were 
shares, likes and positive feedback aplenty and well deserved too.  It’s 
people and gestures like this that put us all in a positive light and give 
us a reason to be proud of our community again.

It reminded me of an interview I read on Ed Sheeran.  Asked for the 
secret of his success he gave one of the most interesting answers I’ve 
read.  He says his father once told him the key to doing well is to work 
harder and be nicer than everyone else.  James Blunt was topping 
the charts at the time, so Ed got a copy of James’ work, recording and 
touring schedule and doubled it.  He also made it a priority to be as 
nice as he could to everyone he dealt with.  Seems to be working out 
pretty well for him. Perhaps instead of ‘rushing’ around and oversized 
hospitality tents for one-off events for one-off visitors, we should just 
try being nice to people instead.

Premier Trophy 
Winner In Dubai 

Last year’s Gr2 Premier Trophy winner Icy Trail is 
one of seven former South African runners destined 
for the 2018 Dubai Racing Carnival that have arrived in 
the UAE and will be spending a few days in quarantine 
before joining Mike de Kock’s Blue Stables at Meydan. 

Bold Rex, Icy Trail, Al Sahem, Smiling Blue Eyes, Janoo-
bi and, as reported in our Short Heads insert this week, 
Belle Rose, will be racing for Mike de Kock this term, 
while 2017 Sun Met winner Whisky Baron will also be 
based at Blue Stables, but will race for his original train-
er, Brett crawford.

Mike commented:  “They all travelled well from 
Newmarket in the UK.  Bold Rex and Icy Trial were sent 
to Newmarket early and along with Whisky Baron they 
have done a lot of work and are the fittest of the bunch.

“Icy Trail is a new acquisition who won six races for 
candice Bass-Robinson.  He looks a tough and decent 
sort, in the mould of some of our quality desert runners 
like Sanshaawes and Light The Lights. Bold Rex is a 
handicapper on the up and he, too, can do well here.

“Al Sahem and company arrived via Mauritius later 
than the others and are behind in fitness levels, but I’m 
not going to rush them. We’ll race them into form next 
year,” says the multiple SA champion trainer.

kantor heads  
Phumelela 
Board

Bernard Kantor was appoint-
ed Chairman of the board of 
Phumelela Gaming & Leisure 
on Tuesday.

Kantor, who has been a non-executive director since the 
company was founded, thanked retiring chairman, Peter 
Malungani, for his 20 years of loyal service to the company 
and wished him well for the future.

Kantor added that there have been many rumours about 
the future of racing which is understandable in times of 
uncertainty. “What is certain is that the board and manage-
ment of Phumelela are confident about the future of racing 
and betting in South Africa and we look forward to meeting 
the opportunities and challenges of 2018 and beyond.”

Bernard Kantor

http://www.sportingpost.co.za
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greatest Show On turf
Time Warp’s victory in the HK$25 million LONGINES Hong Kong 

Cup capped an outstanding day of international racing at Sha Tin on 
Sunday. 

The LONGINES Hong Kong International Races have been labelled 
the greatest show on turf and the growth in popularity makes it one of 
the great success stories of horseracing.

Attendance was 94,560 and the day’s turnover came in 5.4% higher 
than last year at HK$1.6 billion, a new record for the meeting.

Highland Reel, Europe’s all-time leading earner, won a second LON-
GINES Hong Kong Vase for Ireland’s champion trainer Aidan O’Brien 
and will now retire to coolmore Stud, while Hong Kong’s top-rated 
horse Mr Stunning took the LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint.

 “The depth of quality in this year’s races has shown again that 
Hong Kong is able to attract world-class horses, and in particular it was 
probably the best Hong Kong Vase we have ever had,” Mr. Engelbre-
cht-Bresges said. “When we see a champion like Highland Reel coming 
to Hong Kong for his last race, it speaks volumes for the meeting’s 
international status.”

The biggest cheer from the crowd came when local rider Derek Leung 
made all to win the LONGINES Hong Kong Mile atop Beauty Generation.

“Derek Leung’s win was tremendous - he rode a perfect race,” Mr. 
Engelbrecht-Bresges said. “We have invested in our Apprentice Jock-
eys’ School in the last 10 to 15 years and it’s great to see a local Hong 
Kong talent hold his own in international company – the reaction from 
the crowd was fantastic.”

The attendance was the second-highest ever for the LONGINES 
Hong Kong International Races, and Mr. Engelbrecht-Bresges was 
pleased with the big turn-out and the day’s business results.

“It was the second-highest attendance – only a little down on last 
year – and that really produced a great atmosphere. We also had re-
cord turnover – HK$82 million more than last year. That’s an extremely 
satisfactory result,” the cEO said.

The Reel Deal!
The indomitable Galileo’s son Highland Reel has had his first year 

stud fee set at €17,500 and joins the powerful coolmore band after 
his scintillating Gr1 Hong Kong Vase success on Sunday.

Highland Reel was the highest earning European-trained horse of 
all time recording seven memorable Gr1 wins including the Prince 
Of Wales’s Stakes over Ulysees and Decorated Knight.

Bred on the same Galileo/Danehil cross as Frankel and Teofilo, 
Highland Reel hails from the family of Starspangledbanner who 
sired a remarkable 25% Stakes winners to runners from his first 
northern hemisphere crop.

And trainer Aidan O’Brien’s message was clear after the Gr1 
Hong Kong Vase win on Sunday - Highland Reel  is ‘Irreplaceable’  
as the unique son of Galileo heads to a new career as a stallion at 
coolmore.

Highland Reel closed out his globe-trotting career with a second 
victory in the HK$18 million Vase at Sha Tin Racecourse, a win that 
epitomised his remarkable time as a racehorse: a street-fighting, 
stamina-laden seventh Gr1 success on a racetrack thousands of 
miles from home.

Kenya international  
Date Announced

The Britam Kenya Guineas to be run at Ngong on 21 
January 2018 will feature the four nation Jockey chal-
lenge, comprising South Africa, Zimbabwe, Mauritius  
and Kenya.

The first challenge was won by Zimbabwe with Jockeys 
Quinton Riddle, Brendon McNaughton and Kevin Derere .

This year all four nations  are once again represented:
South Africa – Deon Sampson
Zimbabwe – Brendon McNaughton
Mauritius – Dinesh Sooful
Kenya – Richard Kibet
Watch this space for more news and any enquiries may 

be addressed to floriculture@africaonline.co.ke

travel helped hugh
Australian rider Hugh Bowman, winner of this year’s 

Longines World’s Best Jockey award which he received at 
a gala dinner in Hong Kong last Friday attended by nearly 
1000 people, explained how his time in Ireland and Eng-
land was pivotal, making him the top rider he is.

He explained: “I had the luxury 
of travelling to Ireland after I met 
my darling wife christine – my first 
experience of the country was in 
2004.

“I remember watching Kieren Fal-
lon win the Epsom Derby on North 
Light and Ouija Board won the Oaks 
– that really opened my eyes to 
world racing. I had never heard of 
Kieren Fallon and, by the time I left, 

he was one of my idols.”
This year has seen Bowman partner 10 of the global top 

100 Group 1 races which counted towards his World Best 
Jockey Award, with six of those victories aboard the remark-
able Winx. He has had 16 Group winners (up to before racing 
today) in all during 2017.

The 10 qualifying Grade 1 wins came in the Tab chipping 
Norton Stakes (Winx), citi Hong Kong Gold cup (Werther), 
china Horse club George Ryder Stakes (Winx), Longines 
Queen Elizabeth Stakes (Winx), chairman’s Sprint Prize 
(Lucky Bubbles), Standard chartered champions & chater 
cup (Werther), colgate Optic White Stakes (Winx), Seppelt 
Turnbull Stakes (Winx), William Hill cox Plate (Winx), and the 
Japan cup (cheval Grand).

Hugh Bowman

MISSED RECENT RESULTS?       Click here for a quick link to the Sporting Post website

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/recent-results-summary/
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Pomodoro youngster Pleases Tarry 
Klawervlei Stud’s promising young stallion Pomodoro, who 

provided champion trainer Sean Tarry with his first success in 
the Vodacom Durban July, made an eye catching start to his 
stud career when his very first two-year-old to race ran a storm-
ing second over 900 metres at Kenilworth on Saturday. 

Pomodoro colt Royal Italian, trained like Pomodoro by Sean and 
owned like his famous sire by chris Van Niekerk, made a big first 
impression when running on strongly for second place, beaten 
just a head, in the cape’s first juvenile race of the 2017-2018 rac-
ing season and he looks to have a bright future ahead of him.

Bred by Highlands Stud, Royal Italian was a R100 000 buy from 
the 2017 Emperors Palace Select Yearling Sale.

His trainer Sean Tarry commented about Pomodoro and his 
progeny after Royal Italian’s eye catching debut, “It hasn’t taken 
as long as expected for the penny to drop with them, and they 
are starting to improve quickly now. Royal Italian’s run on Satur-
day is very exciting for Pomodoro-especially that they are showing 
this early over the minimum trip and it is also a quick reminder 
that his Broodmare Of The Year dam Golden Apple had solid early 
juvenile form. Royal Italian himself will be aimed at one of the big 
two-year-old races on Sun Met day next year.”

This was a smart start for the former Derby winning Pomodoro, 
who has a large number of well-bred two-year-olds yet to repre-
sent him this season.

An exceptionally versatile and talented performer himself, 
Pomodoro (who himself never raced at two) won eight races from 
1160-2450m with his victories including the G1 Vodacom Durban 
July and Gr1 SA Derby. Pomodoro, who won or placed in seven 
Gr1 races, accounted for some of the best horses of his gener-
ation, including champions Beach Beauty, capetown Noir, and 
leading first season sire What A Winter.

One of 22 Gr1 winners for seven times champion sire Jet Mas-
ter, Pomodoro is out of Broodmare Of The Year Golden Apple, 
herself a daughter of multiple champion sire and broodmare sire 
Northern Guest. (He is bred on the same Jet Master/Northern 
Guest cross as champions J J The Jet Plane and In The Fast Lane).

Pomodoro’s dam, Golden Apple, was not only a top class brood-
mare but a classic winning racemare, who was runner up in the 
Debutante Stakes (beating champion sprinter Ruby clipper) at 
two before going on to win the Gr2 Gosforth Park Fillies Guineas 
at three.

The July winner has five quality lots on offer at January’s cape 
Premier Yearling Sale including siblings to high class performers 
Wonderwall (Lot 175) and Al Mariachi (134) and a colt out of Gr1 
Thekwini Stakes winner Roxanne (Lot 123).

Highlands Stud have announced the passing of their champi-
on sire Jallad. He was 29 and passed away this past weekend. 

Jallad was a son of French champion and outstanding sire 
Blushing Groom, also responsible for such top class stallions as 
Rainbow Quest, Nassipour, Mt Livermore, Rahy and Runaway 
Groom.

He was one of two high class stakes winners produced by the 
champion racemare Petrava, South Africa’s champion 3YO Filly 
of 1984. Petrava, whose 10 wins included four Gr1 contests, is 
also dam of fellow champion 3YO Filly Hoeberg, whose wins 
included both the Gr1 cape Fillies Guineas and Gr1 Paddock 
Stakes.

 This is the same family as yet another champion filly Princess 
Victoria, dam of impressive recent winner Princess Vicky.

Jallad was a high-class athlete who won eight times from 
1200-1400m including the Gr2 Durban Merchants.

champion sire in 2001, Jallad has left behind 60 stakes 
winners (including 16 Gr1 winners), with the versatile stallion 
throwing Gr1 winners from 1000m to 3200m.

His best runners included Horse Of The Year and seven time 
Gr1 winner Free My Heart, ill-fated champion Rabiya, Gr1 cape 
Derby hero Grande Jete, Gr1 J&B Met hero Zebra crossing, 
Equus champions Icy Air, Russian Sage and Succesful Bidder, 
star sprinters Scarena and Vega, Gold cup winner Major Bluff, 
Garden Province Stakes winner and outstanding broodmare 
Lyrical Linda, and Gr1 Woolavington winner Zirconeum.

Jallad has also made his mark as a broodmare sire, with his 
daughters producing Gr1 winners Eyes Wide Open, Martial 
Eagle, Solo Traveller, Shea Shea and recent Sansui Summer cup 
winner Liege.
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Northern Dancer line stallions once again dominate the 
Leading First Crop Sires in Britain list for 2017. 

Nine of the top ten are descended directly from the 
1964 Kentucky Derby winner, with the sole sire not to do so, 
Dabirsim (Hat Trick), still carrying a line of Northern Dancer in his 
pedigree through his broodmare sire, Royal Academy. 

Dancer Dominates
An even more telling sign of Northern Dancer dominance today 

can be seen in the fact that six of the top ten leading first crop 
sires on the GB list are inbred to that diminutive bay. All of Society 
Rock, Havana Gold, Lethal Force (Dark Angel), Declaration Of War 
(War Front), Epaulette (commands) and Red Jazz (Johannesburg) 
carry at least two strains of Northern Dancer in their pedigree. 

Inbreeding to the great stallion has previously resulted in such 
outstanding sires as Oasis Dream (Green Desert), Dubawi (Dubai 
Millennium), Dansili (Danehill), Frankel (Galileo), Redoute’s choice 
(Danehill) and Teofilo (sire of Havana Gold), as well as Rock Of 
Gibraltar (sire of Society Rock).

Havana Gold and Lethal Force (second and third leading first 
crop sires respectively) are both out of mares by Green Desert 
stallion, Desert Style.

The Leading First crop Sires in Britain list, according to Arion.
co.nz, is headed by short lived sprint star Society Rock.

Rock Steady
One of 15 Gr1 winners for Horse Of The Year, Rock Of Gibraltar, 

Society Rock’s first crop of runners this season have earned over 
£460 000 - nearly double the total of runner up, and hugely prom-
ising Teofilo son, Havana Gold. Society Rock was also the first of 
this bunch of young stallions represented by a Gr1 winner, when 
his son, Unfortunately, won the Gr1 Prix Morny. 

Unfortunately, who also landed the Gr2 Prix Robert Papin, has 
earned more than £250 000 from his seven outings to date and 
he will stand at the cheveley Park Stud when he retires.

Another by the sire, Tangled, won the Goffs Premier Yearling 
Stakes, to claim a rich first prize of £184 350. According to Arion, 
Society Rock’s British 2yos this season include 23 winners of 32 
individual races with Tangled - also a close second in the Gr3 
Horris Hill Stakes-  his sire’s leading British representative. Society 
Rock died of laminitis, back in 2016. 

One of the very best sons of Rock Of Gibraltar, Society Rock 
was a top class sprinter, who earned more than £1 000 000 in 
prize money. Beaten two lengths by Black caviar in the 2015 Gr1 
Diamond Jubilee Stakes, he scored all six career wins over 1200 
metres. Society Rock’s career highlights included wins in the 
2012 Gr1 Betfred Sprint cup, the 2011 Gr1 Golden Jubilee Stakes 
(beating Star Witness and Bated Breath) and 2013 Gr2 Duke Of 
York Stakes. To date, he is Rock Of Gibraltar’s top earning son in 
Britain.

Danzig
One of the interesting features of Society Rock’s pedigree is that 

he is inbred to the ubiquitous Danzig, with Society Rock being 
sired by a grandson of Danzig and produced by a mare by Key Of 
Luck (another grandson of Danzig).

Inbreeding to Danzig has produced a plethora of Gr1 winners, 
with the list on the increase. This pattern can also be found in 
the pedigrees of successful sire, Bushranger (Myboycharlie), and 
promising young Australian sire, All Too Hard (casino Prince).

Inbreeding to the unbeaten Danzig, who must surely rate as 
one of history’s most influential stallions, has also resulted in 
Gr1 winners  Barney Roy (Excelebration), catchy (Fastnet Rock), 
cracksman (Frankel) and Humidor (Teofilo) - as well as Sunday’s 
Hong Kong Sprint winner, Mr Stunning (Exceed And Excel).

Havana Gold, second on GB’s leading first crop sires list, is 
another inbred to Danzig. With numerous descendants of Danzig 
yet to retire to stud, thanks to the likes of Danehill and his sire 
sons, War Front, Green Desert and his sire sons, and Hard Spun, 
this list looks sure to grow still further in future.

Solitary
However, the Danzig connection is not the only interesting 

feature of Society Rock’s pedigree. The dual Gr1 winner is out of 
High Society, winner of Ireland’s Rochestown Stakes and the US’ 
La Habra Stakes. Society Rock is the only stakes winner produced 
by High Society, but is one of two Gr1 Diamond (Golden) Jubilee 
Stakes winners produced by daughters of Key Of Luck, with Darley 
sire, Slade Power (produced by Key Of Luck mare Girl Power), hav-
ing won the Jubilee in 2014. Society Rock’s second and third dams 
never won a race, and he is the only Gr1 winner produced in this 
family in recent generations. 

He hails from the same family as Rose Prince, the grandsire of 
multiple champion sire and broodmare sire Princequillo, whose 
daughters produced the likes of Secretariat, Mill Reef and Kris S.

can be purchased here

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
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B R e e D I N G

Cape Premier 
Yearling Sale

A high quality catalogue for the Cape Premier 
Yearling Sale to be held at the Cape Town 
International Convention Centre on 20 and  

21 January 2018 is now online.
Find it at www.capethoroughbredsales.com

The auctioneers will be Andrew Miller, John O’Kelly  
and Grant Burns.

Watch this space for all the news in the build-up!

O On the go!
Avontuur’s international 

stakes producing sire Oratorio 
had two winners this past 
weekend – including the first 
baby race winner in the Cape.

A former European champion 
and triple Gr1 winner, Oratorio 
sired the Boland Stud bred 
Jephthah who made a winning 
debut over 900m for trainer 
Vaughan Marshall and Avontuur 
sponsored jockey MJ Byleveld 
at Kenilworth on Saturday.

Jephthah, who was produced 
by the Spectrum mare Sacred 
Vow, was a first juvenile runner 
for his sire this season.

On the same afternoon, Ora-
torio produced War Legend, who scored over 1800m at the Vaal 
for trainer Lucky Houdalakis. Bred by Sidney cassel, War Legend 
was a  
R200 000 purchase from the 2016 Emperors Palace Select Year-
ling Sale.

The son of Danehill will be represented in Saturday’s  
Gr2 Premier Trophy by his impressive recent winner Opera Royal, 
rated a potential classic contender by trainer Glen Kotzen.

New Stallion  
For Heversham 

Heversham Park Farm has purchased the well performed Piv-
otal colt Wings of Desire. The winner of the Gr2 Dante Stakes 
and placed second in the Gr1 King George VI and Queen Eliza-
beth Stakes at Royal Ascot as a three year old to Global Cham-
pion Highland Reel, this talented racer was also placed in the  
Gr1 Epsom Derby. 

By the emerging sire of sires and Broodmare sire Pivotal, who is 
best known as a sire of Sprinter-milers, Wings of Desire is out of 
the stakes winning mare Gullwing and as such he is a full brother 
to Eagle Top winner of the Gr 2 King Edward VII Stakes at Ascot 
and also placed second in the Gr1 King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes at Royal Ascot; and to The Lark, winner of the 
Gr2 D.F.S Park Hill Stakes at Doncaster and placed third in the Gr1 
Epsom Oaks. 

Gullwing is a half sister to Sariska (by Pivotal) the winner of both 
the Irish and English Oaks and placed second in the Gr1 corona-
tion cup at Epsom.

 Heversham's director of stallions Fred Brons stated: “We have 
been searching for a classic type sire for a considerable time. The 
difficulty that we encountered in our search was that we did not 
want any ‘hand-me-down’ Sires, whilst insisting on stallion pros-
pects that had solid pedigrees, performance and conformation. 
Wings of Desire ticked all of these boxes with the added bonus 
that  he preferred going that was good to firm, thereby enhanc-
ing his appeal to South African breeders. We are also following 
the latest trend in South Africa of important classic distance type 
stallions. The farm is only some four hours from the Notting-
ham Road area and we are currently negotiating with a leading 
transport company to subsidise the cost of  the transportation of  
mares utilising the services of all of our stallions, from KZN and 
the cape .”

For further details contact Fred Brons at 0833258161 or email 
him at blueprint@thoroughblood.co.za

An eye On The Master 
Varsfontein Stud’s  Master Of My Fate has his first runner 

this weekend.
The bay son of Jet Master will be represented by his 2yo son 

Masta Silva, who lines up in a maiden juvenile plate over 800 
metres at Scottsville this Sunday. He will be ridden by Warren 
Kennedy for Team G Racing.

Trained by Gavin Van Zyl, Masta Silva was bred by the Reinels 
Stud and is out of the Silvano mare Silver Vanity.

His sire Master Of My Fate –at R3 000 000 the top colt sold 
from the 2011 National Sale- was a top class athlete, who won 
six of his only eight starts.

Master Of My Fate, who won from 1200-1800 metres, 
scored in both the Gr2 Premier Trophy and Gr2 Peninsula 
Handicap, before defeating all of capetown Noir, King Of Pain, 
Wylie Hall, Do You Remember, Jackson and Master Sabina in 
the 2014 Gr1 J&B Met.

A son of seven times champion sire Jet Master, Master Of 
My Fate is one of two stakes winners produced by Elliodor’s 
Equus champion Promisefrommyheart. The latter’s stakes win-
ning daughter Justthewayyouare is dam of G3 Lonsdale Stirrup 
cup/G3 East cape Derby winner captain Splendid.

can be purchased here

mailto:blueprint@thoroughblood.co.za
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
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coolmore stallion 
camelot (Montjeu) has 
three fillies and a colt up 
for grabs on the cape Pre-
mier Yearling Sale which 
will be held at the cTIcc 
in cape Town on 20 and 
21 January 2018.

An unbeaten Gr1 
winning champion 2yo 
with the speed to win 
a Guineas and the class 
and acceleration to win 
the Epsom Derby – and 
that by 5 lengths -  he 
was only the third horse 
since Nijinsky to land the 
Guineas/Derby double, 
following Nashwan and 
Sea The Stars.

Aidan O’Brien has 
trained a few good ones 
in his time. He described 
camelot as the ‘perfect 
racehorse’.

“A beautiful horse with 
a terrific action. He had 
speed, class and was 
super-intelligent - he had 
it all,” said O’Brien.

camelot’s Southern 
Hemisphere-bred proge-
ny are 2yo’s.  His year-
lings have sold for up to 
€465,000.

The Full Statistics OnlIne http://www.sportingpost.co.za/horse-racing-statistics/ *Stallion dead or Retired  **Stallion Not Standing in RSA 
**Breeding operations not based in RSA  -  Statistics for Breeders & Sires reflect All earnings, incl. restricted races & handicap races

LEADING BREEDERS by STAKES   SeASON 2017/2018 • 1 August - 10 December 2017

 Stakes Breeder rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 7,780,025 Summerhill Stud 248 31,371 864 57 75 23% 1 1 2% 202 23% 0 Big Bear 1,312,500 17%
 6,924,225 Klawervlei Stud 260 26,632 816 56 68 22% 4 5 7% 247 30% 4 Silicone Valley 278,000 4%
 6,244,125 Maine Chance 125 49,953 366 37 52 30% 4 4 11% 102 28% 3 Liege 1,203,250 19%
 4,413,350 Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein 142 31,080 375 38 46 27% 2 3 5% 112 30% 5 Zen Arcade 484,375 11%
 3,732,725 Highlands 114 32,743 379 41 48 36% 2 2 5% 88 23% 1 My Friend Lee 269,800 7%
 3,084,525 Ascot Stud 70 44,065 199 21 26 30% 1 2 5% 64 32% 3 Bold Respect 528,750 17%
 2,837,250 Scott Bros 120 23,644 390 25 30 21% 0 0 0% 118 30% 4 Movie Show 166,250 6%
 2,788,663 Varsfontein Stud 81 34,428 250 22 27 27% 1 1 5% 83 33% 5 Surcharge 288,750 10%
 2,723,850 Moutonshoek 93 29,289 292 20 27 22% 1 1 5% 75 26% 1 Broadway Trip 715,000 26%
 2,719,300 Drakenstein Stud 83 32,763 232 28 34 34% 0 0 0% 74 32% 2 Fresnaye 220,600 8%
 2,558,825 Hemel ‘n Aarde Stud 90 28,431 310 25 32 28% 0 0 0% 88 28% 1 Tommy Waterdevil 150,100 6%
 1,950,025 Cheveley Stud 50 39,001 142 10 13 20% 2 3 20% 43 30% 0 Snowdance 891,000 46%
 1,639,225 Gary Player Stud 63 26,019 203 18 24 29% 0 0 0% 56 28% 1 Sleepinseattle 217,450 13%
 1,609,000 Drakenstein Stud & Team Valor Int 2 804,500 5 1 1 50% 0 0 0% 3 60% 1 Miss Katalin 1,562,500 97%
 1,568,250 Oldlands Stud 33 47,523 100 8 11 24% 1 1 13% 18 18% 0 Fullfillyourdream 628,000 40%

LEADING SIRES by STAKES    SeASON 2017/2018 • 1 August - 10 December 2017
 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 6,095,125 Silvano 180 33,862 458 53 66 29% 4 5 8% 140 31% 5 Girl On The Run 381,250 6%
 5,986,900 Trippi 108 55,434 304 39 49 36% 1 2 3% 117 38% 3 Miss Katalin 1,562,500 26%
 5,043,475 Dynasty 107 47,135 283 41 49 38% 5 5 12% 72 25% 2 Liege 1,203,250 24%
 4,614,888 *Captain Al 127 36,338 343 34 39 27% 2 3 6% 120 35% 5 Snowdance 891,000 19%
 4,270,963 Var 165 25,885 507 34 42 21% 1 1 3% 164 32% 1 Sommerlied 168,750 4%
 3,476,550 *Kahal 103 33,753 359 35 43 34% 0 0 0% 108 30% 1 Wynkelder 202,375 6%
 3,338,525 Querari 86 38,820 240 26 30 30% 2 2 8% 72 30% 1 Wonderwall 400,000 12%
 3,158,500 *Sail From Seattle 93 33,962 283 32 43 34% 1 2 3% 74 26% 0 Via Seattle 203,750 6%
 2,882,700 Gimmethegreenlight 110 26,206 320 29 33 26% 1 1 3% 75 23% 2 Surcharge 288,750 10%
 2,438,600 Elusive Fort 71 34,346 237 23 25 32% 0 0 0% 75 32% 2 Fort Ember 432,400 18%
 2,316,200 Ideal World 70 33,089 211 17 24 24% 1 2 6% 65 31% 3 Zen Arcade 484,375 21%
 2,285,800 Mambo In Seattle 102 22,410 338 17 25 17% 1 1 6% 94 28% 0 Sleepinseattle 217,450 10%
 2,285,375 Jay Peg 82 27,870 247 19 25 23% 1 1 5% 78 32% 1 Silicone Valley 278,000 12%
 2,251,025 Await The Dawn 28 80,394 103 11 15 39% 0 0 0% 24 23% 0 Big Bear 1,312,500 58%
 2,238,650 Philanthropist 76 29,456 230 22 27 29% 0 0 0% 55 24% 1 Pack Leader 343,750 15%

LEADING SIRES of 3yO’S by STAKES    SeASON 2017/2018 • 10 December 2017

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 3,442,875 Trippi 34 101,261 90 14 16 41% 0 0 0% 42 47% 2 Miss Katalin 1,562,500 45%
 2,637,188 *Captain Al 46 57,330 127 17 21 37% 2 3 12% 48 38% 1 Snowdance 891,000 34%
 2,251,025 Await The Dawn 28 80,394 103 11 15 39% 0 0 0% 24 23% 0 Big Bear 1,312,500 58%
 2,089,050 Querari 42 49,739 108 15 15 36% 2 2 13% 33 31% 0 Wonderwall 400,000 19%
 2,038,475 Silvano 63 32,357 144 22 26 35% 0 0 0% 42 29% 2 Vacquero 175,000 9%
 1,986,225 *Sail From Seattle 54 36,782 160 21 28 39% 1 2 5% 45 28% 0 Via Seattle 203,750 10%
 1,944,188 Var 64 30,378 184 17 18 27% 0 0 0% 72 39% 1 Woodstock Fairy 113,400 6%
 1,767,350 Gimmethegreenlight 63 28,053 177 17 19 27% 1 1 6% 41 23% 1 Surcharge 288,750 16%
 1,551,438 What A Winter 56 27,704 148 17 18 30% 0 0 0% 46 31% 2 Magical Wonderland 164,375 11%
 1,382,625 Dynasty 40 34,566 97 15 18 38% 1 1 7% 21 22% 0 Sir David Baird 181,325 13%

LEADING SIRES by STAKES ON SAND    SeASON 2017/2018 • 1 August - 10 December 2017

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 444,900 *Kahal 16 27,806 72 7 8 44% 0 0 0% 26 36% 0 Perfectus 81,425 18%
 359,800 Mambo In Seattle 14 25,700 55 3 5 21% 0 0 0% 22 40% 0 Caramito 112,175 31%
 280,500 Bold Silvano 5 56,100 31 3 6 60% 0 0 0% 14 45% 0 Two Gunsy 103,575 37%
 246,600 A P Arrow 8 30,825 41 4 5 50% 0 0 0% 11 27% 0 Portman Square 82,900 34%
 233,075 Elusive Fort 5 46,615 17 4 4 80% 0 0 0% 7 41% 0 Elusive Singer 103,325 44%
 210,025 Seventh Rock 8 26,253 33 2 3 25% 0 0 0% 18 55% 0 Rock Burner 116,100 55%
 177,450 Trippi 6 29,575 20 4 4 67% 0 0 0% 6 30% 0 Weskus Klong 53,075 30%
 170,450 Philanthropist 10 17,045 24 3 4 30% 0 0 0% 5 21% 0 Phil’s Power 65,425 38%
 166,575 *Tiger Ridge 7 23,796 26 2 3 29% 0 0 0% 10 38% 0 Devious Tiger 79,425 48%

          LEADING BREEDERS by AEPR   SeASON 2017/2018 • 1 August - 10 December 2017

 Stakes Breeder rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 379,350 Northfields Stud 6 63,225 13 4 4 67% 1 1 25% 3 23% 2 Will Pays 208,450 55%
 298,300 DA Sham 5 59,660 26 3 3 60% 0 0 0% 13 50% 0 Rock DeeJay 87,150 29%
 471,150 BH & AJ Botha 8 58,894 26 3 3 38% 1 1 33% 8 31% 0 Monks Hood 334,000 71%
 426,775 Aldora Stud 8 53,347 39 5 7 63% 0 0 0% 10 26% 0 Kirkconnel Lass 128,700 30%
 1,301,400 Wilgerbosdrift 26 50,054 84 8 9 31% 2 3 25% 28 33% 2 Nother Russia 331,250 25%
 6,244,125 Maine Chance 125 49,953 366 37 52 30% 4 4 11% 102 28% 3 Liege 1,203,250 19%
 239,688 H & V Pratt 5 47,938 20 3 4 60% 0 0 0% 10 50% 0 Pont Du Gard 96,788 40%
 810,500 AN Foster 17 47,676 46 8 10 47% 2 2 25% 17 37% 1 Tap O’ Noth 165,250 20%
 1,568,250 Oldlands Stud 33 47,523 100 8 11 24% 1 1 13% 18 18% 0 Fullfillyourdream 628,000 40%

with 10 or more rnrs

http://www.highlandsstud.co.za/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/horse-racing-statistics/
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GK elite
Woodhill Racing’s Glen Kotzen 

suffered a blow to his cape Guin-
eas victory aspirations following 
the late withdrawal of 2yo Gr1 
winner Eyes Wide Open from 
Saturday’s classic. Kotzen saddled 
Gold Standard who chased Wil-
liam Longsword home last year 
and now has to rely on the very 
capable Pack Leader to carry the 
flag and go one better. Richard 

Fourie has switched to the son of Philanthropist – so he 
must have a shout.

Double Trouble
MJ Byleveld rides the cape 

Guineas favourite Tap O’Noth and 
is in line for a double after piloting 
William Longsword home last year. 
Both winners hail from the Vaughan 
Marshall yard. Byleveld’s previous 

Guineas winner came in the form 
of the Dean Kannemeyer trained Le 
Drakkar, who beat Joey Ramsden’s 

Bush Pirate and the legendary filly Mother Russia in 2008. 
Byleveld has ridden 21 winners this season with a strike 
rate of 14%.

First Things First
candice Bass-Robinson and her 

stable jockey Aldo  Domeyer  are a 
relatively new combination and have 
never won the cape Guineas. They 
will thus be keen to follow up their 

shock Selangor cup 
victory with Rocket 
countdown on Sat-
urday.  A victory for 
the Oldlands Stud-
bred gelding  would 
thus create a host 
of firsts – including 

a maiden Gr1 score for his sire Alado and a first Guineas for 
his Hermanus-based breeder.

R a c i n g  T o  W i n

FOllOW uS

Glen Kotzen – comes to 
town with only one gun 

after the scratching

Candice Bass-Rob-
inson and Aldo 

Domeyer are out 
for a maiden  
Guineas win

MJ Byleveld - in line for his 
third Guineas success

LEADING TRAINERS by STAKES
SeASON 2017/2018 • 1 August - 10 December 2017

 trainer rides wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd 1st 1st stakes stks/
    %  % %  % four four%  rides

 J Snaith 474 65 14% 81 17% 31% 51 11% 205 43% 7,821,500 16,501
 SG Tarry 351 25 7% 51 15% 24% 33 9% 111 32% 5,891,775 16,786
 MF de Kock 235 48 20% 86 37% 37% 31 13% 134 57% 4,748,200 20,205
 PA Peter 233 41 18% 41 18% 32% 22 9% 109 47% 4,127,013 17,713
 C Bass-Robinson 347 35 10% 41 12% 24% 27 8% 148 43% 3,481,300 10,033
 BJ Crawford 235 26 11% 38 16% 24% 37 16% 107 46% 3,143,625 13,377
 AC Greeff 343 46 13% 69 20% 33% 46 13% 162 47% 3,131,075 9,128
 MG & AA Azzie 179 21 12% 33 18% 21% 26 15% 72 40% 2,818,100 15,744
 AG Laird 156 23 15% 33 21% 42% 19 12% 73 47% 2,708,675 17,363
 DC Howells 214 26 12% 33 15% 33% 23 11% 92 43% 2,543,725 11,887
 JAJ v Vuuren 162 19 12% 27 17% 19% 28 17% 78 48% 2,504,675 15,461
 GS Kotzen 301 27 9% 25 8% 32% 27 9% 102 34% 2,427,350 8,064
 DR Drier 193 24 12% 37 19% 38% 23 12% 87 45% 2,252,513 11,671
 D Kannemeyer 165 27 16% 27 16% 52% 14 8% 67 41% 2,194,050 13,297
 Y Bremner 272 29 11% 29 11% 17% 21 8% 116 43% 2,106,975 7,746
 GV Woodruff 147 20 14% 36 24% 33% 20 14% 70 48% 2,067,900 14,067
 J Ramsden 191 19 10% 34 18% 21% 26 14% 80 42% 2,043,075 10,697
 VH Marshall 204 27 13% 22 11% 45% 20 10% 87 43% 2,037,575 9,988
 DA Sham 242 27 11% 18 7% 28% 27 11% 92 38% 2,026,800 8,375
 GD Smith 405 21 5% 23 6% 35% 41 10% 132 33% 2,016,900 4,980
 M Houdalakis 186 21 11% 23 12% 35% 15 8% 77 41% 1,929,288 10,373
 G v Zyl 136 19 14% 21 15% 38% 18 13% 60 44% 1,867,125 13,729
 T Laing 158 26 16% 25 16% 36% 18 11% 78 49% 1,755,950 11,114
 C Lensley 268 32 12% 64 24% 22% 27 10% 120 45% 1,688,101 6,299
 SD Gray 201 17 8% 10 5% 20% 16 8% 72 36% 1,649,726 8,208
 A Nel 157 20 13% 24 15% 33% 18 11% 77 49% 1,596,175 10,167

LEADING JOCKEyS by WINS
SeASON 2017/2018 • 1 August - 10 December 2017

 jockey rides wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd 1st 1st stakes stks/
    %  % %  % four four%  rides

 A Delpech 233 55 24% 93 40% 38% 37 16% 143 61% 5,242,163 22,499
 C Murray 348 54 16% 77 22% 36% 41 12% 152 44% 4,114,925 11,824
 L Hewitson 490 51 10% 57 12% 23% 54 11% 205 42% 5,014,125 10,233
 M Yeni 412 49 12% 79 19% 25% 43 10% 199 48% 4,251,563 10,319
 G Lerena 237 48 20% 90 38% 33% 45 19% 142 60% 4,720,463 19,918
 A Domeyer 259 47 18% 80 31% 30% 32 12% 152 59% 3,713,875 14,339
 K De Melo 400 47 12% 52 13% 35% 49 12% 193 48% 4,833,375 12,083
 A Marcus 163 43 26% 70 43% 39% 26 16% 99 61% 3,722,288 22,836
 G v Niekerk 205 40 20% 35 17% 23% 28 14% 122 60% 5,337,550 26,037
 R Fourie 246 38 15% 45 18% 31% 34 14% 123 50% 3,258,550 13,246
 G Wrogemann 308 38 12% 32 10% 31% 30 10% 137 44% 4,539,363 14,738
 B Fayd’herbe 163 35 21% 43 26% 30% 17 10% 85 52% 3,503,475 21,494
 K Zechner 343 35 10% 28 8% 18% 40 12% 146 43% 3,112,413 9,074
 G Cheyne 238 34 14% 50 21% 32% 39 16% 132 55% 2,791,450 11,729
 C Zackey 399 32 8% 37 9% 19% 36 9% 146 37% 3,232,113 8,101
 R Danielson 254 28 11% 18 7% 28% 21 8% 97 38% 3,390,000 13,346
 J Penny 373 27 7% 8 2% 13% 19 5% 104 28% 1,774,900 4,758
 R Munger 450 27 6% 11 2% 36% 23 5% 133 30% 2,314,850 5,144
 JP vd Merwe 350 26 7% 25 7% 36% 23 7% 113 32% 2,379,713 6,799
 W Kennedy 243 25 10% 31 13% 32% 33 14% 100 41% 2,345,075 9,651
 P Strydom 180 25 14% 34 19% 21% 27 15% 79 44% 2,447,850 13,599
 A Arries 155 23 15% 13 8% 38% 17 11% 72 46% 1,806,700 11,656
 M Thackeray 353 22 6% 8 2% 13% 20 6% 106 30% 1,481,851 4,198
 M Byleveld 148 21 14% 19 13% 53% 20 14% 69 47% 1,697,450 11,469
 R Simons 158 20 13% 30 19% 37% 18 11% 70 44% 2,420,200 15,318
 S Khumalo 196 19 10% 43 22% 28% 22 11% 81 41% 3,133,425 15,987

http://dkannemeyerracing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sportingpost/
https://twitter.com/sportingpost
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/horse-racing-statistics/
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How horses performed in South Africa’s 
black type races, expressed in points based 
on the kind of races and how far behind 
the winner they finished. 
A full explanation of the point system and 
the complete list of point earners is on the 
Sporting Post website. 

TOP EARNERS for 2017/2018
(to 10 December 2017)

horse  age sex points races
Snowdance 3 f 100 2
Liege 5 c 100 1
Silicone Valley 7 c 50 1
Hat Puntano 4 c 50 1
Wonderwall 3 c 50 1
The Thinker 4 c 50 1
Legal Eagle 6 c 50 1
Girl On The Run 5 f 45 2
Bella Sonata 5 f 32 2
Rocket countdown 3 c 30 1
Nother Russia 5 f 30 1
Monks Hood 3 c 30 1
Just Sensual 4 f 30 1
Fort Ember 5 f 28 1
coral Fever 5 c 26 1
Will Pays 6 c 26 2
Pagoda 4 c 26 1
My Friend Lee 4 f 25 1
Our Mate Art 4 c 25 1
Edict Of Nantes 4 c 20 1
Social Order 4 c 18 1
Dutch Philip 3 c 18 1
captain America 7 c 15 1
Seerite 3 c 14 1
Naafer 3 c 14 1
Hoist The Mast 5 f 14 1
Bi Pot 4 f 13 1
White River 3 c 10 1
Mrs O 3 f 10 1
French Navy 6 c 9 1
Amazing Strike 6 c 8 1
New Predator 5 c 8 1
Always In charge 4 c 8 1
Live Life 4 f 7 1
She's A Giver 4 f 7 1
Sylvan On Fire 4 f 6 1
Do It Again 3 c 6 1
casual Diamond 3 f 6 1
Broadway Trip 3 c 5 1
Tahini 5 f 4 1
Fresnaye 3 f 2 1
Finchatton 6 c 2 1
Tevez 8 c 2 1
Oh Susanna 3 f 2 1
Heartland 6 c 2 1
Vacquero 3 c 2 1
Flying Free 3 c 1 1

Phumelela Shareprice
 date close high low volume
13Dec 1750 1770 1740 65,560
12Dec 1750 1750 1631 165,978
11Dec 1739 1739 1700 7,871 
08Dec 1750 1750 1700 459,960 
07Dec 1770 1770 1703 29,395 
06Dec 1770 1780 1601 220,079
0 5Dec 1780 1800 1750 85,789
04Dec 1799 1800 1780 327,402

Sporting Post 

ABILITy RATINGS (AR) 

puts every horse in its place

kenilWorTh (new course)  
Saturday, 9 december

Course Variant: 1.44s slow (straight)

With nominal rain falling, 40mm of irrigation was added 
to the track during the previous seven days. The false 
rail was out 2m from the 1800m mark and there was 

a 4m spur at the 600m. There was a very strong head 
wind, which ranged from 49-57km/h.

Joey Sees Stars
A shrewd move to fit the blinkers and a 
drop in distance made the difference for 
Joey Ramsden’s classy Gr1 winner Just 
Sensual, who bounded home to win the 
R400 000 Gr2 Southern cross Stakes at a 
gale swept Kenilworth on Saturday.
Anton Marcus, who was to ride a double 
on the day for Joey Ramsden and Mayfair 
Speculators, had Just Sensual sheltered 
in midfield as the Southern cross Stakes 
field stormed up the outside of the 1000m 
straight track, led by speedy Gauteng raid-
er Wrecking Ball.
At the 300m, Just Sensual was switched 
out for her run as Hoist The Mast and Jo’s 
Bond looked very dangerous.
When finding daylight, the blinkered Just 
Sensual took full advantage of the blis-
tering pace of the race as she lengthened 
smartly and reeled them in gradually.
Hard ridden, Just Sensual found her best 
stride late to get up and nose out the gal-
lant 66-1 Hoist The Mast on the line. She 
won in a time of 59,73 secs.
Sceptre Stakes winner Live Life showed 
some of her old sparkle at her second 
outing after a rest to run into third, three 
quarters of a length in from of 2016 
Southern cross Stakes winner, Jo’s Bond, 
who looked dangerous late.
The 4yo Just Sensual has won 6 races with 
2 places from 10 starts and stakes of R1 
533 750.
The Klawervlei Stud bred R2 million cape 
Premier Yearling Sale purchase is a daugh-
ter of Dynasty (Fort Wood) out of the 
five-time winning 2008 SA champion 2yo, 
consensual (camden Park).

Gr2 Southern Cross S.(F&M) 1000m
Winner Just Sensual (joint-best handi-
capped) raced fitted with blinkers; was 
positioned in 8th; had to switch 250m; ran 
on best of all from there onwards; got up 
last strides
Runner-up Hoist The Mast jumped awk-
wardly losing one length, and was thereafter 
slow into stride; raced in midfield 2 lengths 
behind the winner; led 100m; pipped dying 
strides
Third Live Life raced second last early on; ran 
on; held by winner; beaten under a length

Gr2 Southern Cross S. (F&M )  R400,000 

B L A C k  T Y P e  R e S U L T S

Time: The pace was a good one through-
out and comparatively this was the fastest 
race on the card by some way, explaining 
why horses coming from off the pace fea-
tured prominently at the finish. We gave the 
4th horse (prev 79/81/87/91/90) 91 which 
makes the winner (prev 82/101/105/100/84) 
101, the runner-up (prev 73/73/73/74/75) 97 
and the third (prev 100/100/97/88/83) 96. 
The previous highest rating of the run-
ner-up was AR 88 (from 17 starts), so the 
latest rating of 97 looks odd and may not 
be repeatable. The fast pace and weather 
conditions (strong head wind) may have 
played a role.

101   1   0.00 Just sensual  (12) 60.0 A Marcus  9/1 
4 b f Dynasty - Consensual (Camden Park) 
97   2   0.05 Hoist tHe Mast  (1) 58.0 D Dillon  66/1 
5 b m Querari - Sailing To Rio(AUS) (Woodman) 
96   3   0.80 live life  (2) 59.0 G Cheyne  11/1 
4 b f Trippi - Viva (National Assembly) 
91   4   0.90 Casual Diamond  (11) 54.0 C Orffer       13/1      
93   5   1.65 Jo’s Bond  (14) 59.0 L Hewitson    6/1      
90   6   1.75 Sommerlied  (9) 58.0 S Veale          4/1      
87   7   2.50 Anneline  (5) 58.0 R Fourie       36/1      
87   8   2.60 Nordic Breeze  (6) 58.0 R Khathi       28/1      
84   9   2.65 Shufoog  (3) 54.0 C Murray       9/2      
81   10   3.40 Angel’s Trumpet  (13) 54.0 G v Niekerk   13/1      
83   11   3.45 Wrecking Ball  (8) 58.0 J Penny        28/1      
80   12   4.20 Scandola  (10) 58.0 A Domeyer   44/1      
75   13   5.45 Green Plains  (4) 55.0 M Byleveld     6/1      
54   14  10.70 Queen Laurie  (7) 58.0 R Munger     28/1      
50   15  11.10 Gold Image  (15) 54.0 L Mxothwa   66/1      
time: 59.73s (59.73s avg/1000m, or 60km/h)         sP total %: 118%
1st  t:J Ramsden o:Mayfair Speculators (Pty) Ltd (Nom: Mr D L 
Brugman) B:Klawervlei Stud 

WCeT Appeal
The Western cape Equine Trust is 

appealing to the public for donations 
of second-hand tack after their tack 
room was cleared out after a robbery, 
writes Michael clower.

The WcET , which finds new homes 
for retired racehorses, has lost much 
valuable equipment as a result of a 
recent break-in at its Philippi stables.

On Monday, committee member 
Leigh Taberer said: “The tack room 
was cleaned out and we lost our sad-
dles, bridles, lead reins, halters and 
blankets despite our having serious 
locks on the front gates and on the 
tack room door.”

The Trust is appealing for donations 
of second-hand tack. Anybody with 
anything suitable is asked to contact 
Ms Taberer on 071-226 6999.

www.goldcircle.co.za
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1st & 2nd season sires – 2yo’s
CRUSADE (Mr Greeley)
Alfeo 2c (Singapura cat by Black Minnaloushe)

Fairview 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 800m (15/12)
EIGHTFOLD PATH (Giant’s Causeway)
Born A Bully 2c (Love Leah by Restructure)

Fairview 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 800m (15/12)
Eight Got Zip 2c (Flashy by Gold Press)

Scottsville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 800m (17/12)
Divine Path 2c (Brataloochee by cataloochee)

Scottsville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 800m (17/12)
JACKSON (Dynasty)
Mystical Son 2c (Magical Eve by Oratorio)

Scottsville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 800m (17/12)
MASTER OF MY FATE (Jet Master)
Master Silva 2c (Silver Vanity by Silvano)

Scottsville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 800m (17/12)
 

2nd season sires – 3yo’s
AWAIT THE DAWN (Giant’s Causeway)
Before Noon 3c (Maritime Mist by Parade Leader)

Turffontein 2 Maiden Plate 1600m (16/12)
come The Day 3c (Nadira by Nashwan)

Turffontein 2 Maiden Plate 1600m (16/12)
One Dollar Massage 3f (Victory Tale by Jet Master)

Turffontein 3 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1600m (16/12)
Until Dawn 3f (Hot Reception by Muhtafal)

Turffontein 3 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1600m (16/12)
come As You Are 3f (Beauty Queen by Jallad)

Scottsville 2 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (17/12)
BYWORD (Peintre Celebre)
catchword 3f (Lincoln Echo by Fort Wood)

Greyville 5 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1800m (15/12)
Flaming Desire 3f (Seraphim Falls by Kahal)

Greyville 5 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1800m (15/12)
Red Revolution 3c (Red Kaschka by Elliodor)

Turffontein 2 Maiden Plate 1600m (16/12)
True Words 3c (Kalami by Daylami)

Kenilworth 4 MR 64 Handicap 1000m (16/12)
Fly By Skye 3c (Wings Over Skye by Jet Master)

Scottsville 5 MR 69 Handicap 1950m (17/12)
CRUSADE (Mr Greeley)
Delta Knight 3c (Alpha carina by carnegie)

Greyville 2 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 1400m (15/12)
Ascalon 3f (Pashley by count Dubois)

Greyville 5 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1800m (15/12)
Slightly Scottish 3c (Lilly Pilly by Diesis)

Greyville 7 MR 72 Handicap (Polytrack) 1600m (15/12)
Empress Adelaide 3f (Liste Secrete by Peintre celebre)

Scottsville 2 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (17/12)
Gina Mia 3f (Fleeting Kiss by Jet Master)

Scottsville 2 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (17/12)
Ice crusade 3c (Ice Pageant by National Emblem)

Scottsville 4 Maiden Plate 2400m (17/12)

EIGHTFOLD PATH (Giant’s Causeway)
Three Ships 3f (Scotch cat by Mogok)

Scottsville 2 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (17/12)
Passioneight 3f (Passionate by Jallad)

Scottsville 2 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (17/12)
MARCHFIELD (A P Indy)
Green Field 3c (Jade Empress by National Assembly)

Fairview 3 Maiden Plate 1600m (15/12)
Endofmarch 3c (Mon Dieu by Saumarez)

Kenilworth 5 MR 69 Handicap 2000m (16/12)
ORATORIO (Danehill)
Storm Racer 3c (Stormy coast by Fort Wood)

Greyville 2 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 1400m (15/12)
Sing And Dance 3f (Boogie With cher by Singspiel)

Fairview 4 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1400m (15/12)
Symphony 3f (Mysterious Land by Badger Land)

Kenilworth 2 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1400m (16/12)
Ontario 3c (Nuttallii by Red Ransom)

Turffontein 2 Maiden Plate 1600m (16/12)
Opera Royal 3c (Fakazi by Albarahin)

Kenilworth 6 Gr2 Premier Trophy 1800m (16/12)
Mrs O 3f (Ginger Hill by Western Winter)

Turffontein 6 Progess Plate (3yoF) 1160m (16/12)
Love Theme 3f (Lewinsky’s Lover by Jallad)

Scottsville 2 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (17/12)
First Warrior 3c (Lamorna by Var)

Scottsville 3 Maiden Plate (3yo’s) 1200m (17/12)
TWICE OVER (Observatory)
Sequel 3c (Great Aclea by Jallad)

Greyville 3 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 1400m (15/12)
Double Dual 3c (Jenny Jones by Right Approach)

Greyville 4 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 1800m (15/12)
Lady Elliodor 3f (Val De Vie by Goldmark)

Greyville 5 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1800m (15/12)
Game changer 3c (Splendid Sun by Lundy’s Liability)

Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (15/12)
Falconer 3c (Angelita by Western Winter)

Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (15/12)
Ohsobright 3f (Sidera by Galileo)

Kenilworth 1 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (16/12)
Thermocline 3f (Julie’ D by Qui Danzig)

Kenilworth 2 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1400m (16/12)
Do It Again 3c (Sweet Virginia by casey Tibbs)

Kenilworth 7 Gr1 Cape Guineas (3yo’s) 1600m (16/12)
Blaze Of Silk 3c (Trinity House by captain Al)

Scottsville 3 Maiden Plate (3yo’s) 1200m (17/12)
Draugluin 3c (Werewolf by Wolfhound)

Scottsville 6 MR 86 Handicap 1750m (17/12)
WHAT A WINTER (Western Winter)
What A Player 3f (Shaan Madary by Darshaan)

Fairview 4 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1400m (15/12)
Forehand 3f (centre court by Sportsworld)

Kenilworth 1 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1200m (16/12)
Love Dove 3f (cape Badger by Badger Land)

Kenilworth 2 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1400m (16/12)
Red Eight 3c (colour Fast by Spectrum)

Kenilworth 3 MR 72 Handicap 1400m (16/12)
What A Joker 3c (Sharada by Parade Leader)

Kenilworth 3 MR 72 Handicap 1400m (16/12)
cape Xtreme 3c (cape Floral by Fort Wood)

Kenilworth 5 MR 69 Handicap 2000m (16/12)

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=5&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=5&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=13&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=13&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=13&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=13&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=5
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=5
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=13&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=7&race=4
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=5
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=5
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=7
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=4
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=5&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=7&race=5
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=5&race=4
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=7&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=13&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=7&race=6
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=13&race=6
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=4
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=5
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=10
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=4&race=10
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=7&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=7&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=7&race=7
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-17&trackid=12&race=6
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-15&trackid=5&race=4
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=7&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2017-12-16&trackid=7&race=2
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Sporting Post ABILITy RATINGS (AR) puts every horse in its place

Notable Maiden Winners
 WARM WHITE NIGHT 
Rated AR 75 White Winter (3f Angel cake by Kabool)

Maiden Plate (F&M) Vaal (inside) (1200m) (7/12)
White Winter had bumped some good sorts in the maiden ranks 
and it came as no surprise to see her first past the post here. 
Soon up handy, she took up the running 200m out and won well 
by a length with some in hand.
 

Horses To Follow
 BYWORD 
Rated AR 89 Scrabble (3g cupid’s Daughter by Ad Valorem)

MR66 Handicap Greyville (poly) (1400m) (8/12)
Now a winner of two from five, Tony Rivalland’s 3yo carried top 
weight of 61kg here. He wasn’t the quickest into stride when 
the gates opened, but despite that was soon in touch with the 
leaders. He quickened in good style coming off the bend and 
after taking up the running 200m out, won going away by two 
and three quarters.
 

TRIPPI 
Rated AR 81 On That Boulevard (3c Hollywood Boulevard by 
Street cry)

MR86 Handicap Greyville (turf) (1200m) (10/12)
charles Laird’s 3yo impressed when winning in good style on 
debut and was far from disgraced when returning from a six 
month absence in a MR84 Handicap last time out. Always handy 
here in just his third career outing, On That Boulevard had to 
switch for a clear run 300m out. He showed a nice turn of foot 
below the distance and won with more authority than the offi-
cial half a length would suggest.

Winners Bred Abroad
Sweet Pleasures  (AUS) 4f Reward For Effort - candy can(AUS) 
(Testa Rossa)   

Flamingo Park 1000m (04/12)

Majestic Glory (AUS) 3c Equiano - Perfect Spirit(NZ) 
(Perfectly Ready) 

Kenilworth 1000m (05/12)

Moon Shadow (AUS) 4g Pluck - Saigon Moonlight(NZ) (Stravinsky)
Greyville 1000m (06/12)

Baahir (AUS) 5g Galileo - canashito(GB) (Oasis Dream)
        Fairview 1200m (08/12)

Doyles (AUS) 3c High chaparral - Dol(AUS) (Dolphin Street)  
Kenilworth 1600m (09/12)

S P o R T S  A N D  B e T T I N G

title chasers 
Man City vs Tottenham | Sat 16 December | Etihad Stadium | 19:30

The biggest Premier League 
matchup of gameweek 
18 sees Manchester City 
and Tottenham do battle 
at the Etihad Stadium on 
Saturday. Pep Guardiola’s 
title-chasers are favourites 
to come out on top, having 

taking maximum points against Liverpool, Chelsea, Arsenal and 
Manchester United. They’re also on the longest winning streak 
(14 straight wins) in Premier League history. However, City have 
failed to beat Tottenham in the last two seasons, with Mauricio 
Pochettino’s talented side winning three times. 

To catch up with Chad Nagel previews CLICK HERE

To Win
Man city 5/10 
Draw 34/10 
Tottenham 9/2

ManchesTer ciTy
With 15 wins and just one draw from their 16 games played, 
Manchester city are on pace to pull off the most dominant 
season in Premier League history. Since drawing with Everton 
in their second league game of the season, Guardiola’s side 
have won 14 matches in a row, equalling Arsenal’s record over 
two seasons in 2002. Should they win away to relegation-
threatened Swansea on Wednesday, it will be a new record for 
Guardiola’s side. 
The longer city’s undefeated streak lasts, the more it will 
invite comparisons to Arsenal’s “Invincibles” and, to a lesser 
extent, the extraordinary Barcelona teams Guardiola managed 
between 2008 and 2012. Although I don’t see city finishing the 
campaign undefeated, I do think they have the league wrapped 
up with an 11-point lead over second-placed Manchester 
United. They have quality right through their team and, when 
you look through their squad, they also have impressive 
strength in depth. I don’t see anyone catching them from here. 

ToTTenhaM
Despite their impressive performances against city in the last two 
seasons, Pochettino knows his side are up against a different force 
this season. It would take something special to stop Guardiola’s 
side in their tracks and it will be even more difficult without their 
first-choice centre backs: Davinson Sanchez (suspended) and Toby 
Alderweireld (injured).  
More worryingly for Pochettino is Spurs’ recent away form. 
They’re winless in their last four outings, having lost on their 
trips to Manchester United, Arsenal and Leicester city. Their last 
travelling game ended in a 1-1 draw against Watford, although 
Spurs could count themselves lucky as the Hornets were cruelly 
denied a clear penalty in the 94th minute.

PREDICTION: Manchester City (11/10) 

http://www.aushorse.net.au/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2017/12/title-chasers/
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C L o C k W A T C H I N G  W I T H  S T e v e  F U R N I S H

Vintage Performance
Scottsville 3 December

The first race of the season for 2yo’s in the 
province got proceedings underway on Sunday 
and here victory went to the favourite VERTIcAL 
DEScENT. Soon into stride, Mike Miller’s charge 
raced up with the speed throughout. He kept 
on strongly at the business end of the race and 
won by a half

Four of the afternoon’s ten races were staged 
over 1200m and stopping the clock in the fast-
est time amongst these was WYNKELDER in the 
KZN Summer challenge Final. More often than 
not positioned in the rear in his races, Tony 
Rivalland’s charge again came from off them. 
He ran on best of all over the final 400m and 
under a well-judged ride from Mandla Ntuli, he 
got up late.

Quickest home in the three 1600m races 
was SEATTLE SKYLINE when winning the MR89 
Handicap. Always handy, Dennis Drier’s charge 
ran on strongly in the closing stages of the race 
and got the better of ADMIRAL’S GUEST by a 
half.

Titbits The newcomer STATUTE (a full sister to 
Legislate) couldn’t have been more impressive 
on debut when coming from midfield to win the 
maiden plate for 3yo fillies going away by five.

Striking Gold
Kenilworth 5 December

They raced on the new course on Tuesday, 
where, by far the fastest of the three 1200m 
races was the MR76 Handicap won by WESTON. 
Easy to back at 9/1 on the off, Justin Snaith’s 
charge was soon up handy. She was ridden 
to lead 200m out and kept on strongly late to 
beat the more fancied RUSTAR DHOW by three 
quarters.

Surprisingly the faster of the two 1600m 
handicaps was the MR64 affair in which BRIDAL 
PARTY put in a smart performance. Guarding 
the rear as the ten runners swung for home, 
the daughter of Ideal World ran on best of all in 
the straight and under a well-judged ride from 
Grant Van Niekerk, she won going away by a 
length and a quarter.

The maiden plate for the girls was the faster 
of the two slowly run 1400m events and here 

we found one to follow in MIYABI. Well 
regarded by trainer Justin Snaith, Miyabi Gold 
raced in midfield for most of the journey. She 
quickened well going through the 400m and 
after striking the front 180m later, she went 
on to score easing down by a length and a 
quarter.

Titbits Having been dropped 19 points 
by the official handicapper since July, it was 
no real surprise to see the well supported 
PURPLE MOUNTAINS win the MR72 Handicap 
over 1200m.

Raining Throughout
Greyville 6 December

This meeting was originally scheduled to 
take place at Scottsville. 
A maiden juvenile plate over 1000m (origi-
nally scheduled for 800m) got proceedings 
underway on the poly track and here vic-
tory went to the well-supported favourite 
cRIMEAN QUEEN. Trained by Michael Miller, 
who has now saddled both winners of the 
juvenile races in the province, the daughter 
of crusade led throughout. She was always 
travelling well and won without any anxious 
moments by two.

There were three races run over 1000m in 
total and given that it was the only one not 
run in heavy rain it was no surprise to see the 
boy’s division of the maiden plate recording 
the fastest time. Another to race from the 
front, Moon Shadow was passed by the fan-
cied GREAT DIcTATOR 200m out, but fought 
back gamely below the distance to get the 
verdict on the nod.

They also ran three races over 1400m and 
by far the quickest home amongst these was 
the first to be run, a maiden plate. Sent off 
an easy to back second favourite at 11/2, the 
eventual winner OUZO was always handy. He 
ran on well in the straight and although the 
well-supported favourite THE GREY cRUSAD-
ER chased hard, he did have that one held by 
a length and three quarters at the wire.

Titbits Again the fastest of the three 1600m 
events was won by the first to run, the pin-
nacle stakes won by LALA. Doug Campbell’s 
charge struck the front 300m out and won 
with plenty in hand by two and a half.

Last Week’s Top Rated

Speed RatiNgS winners incl.

lauren Of Rochelle  .....won 18/1

Cock-A-hoop  ...............won 11/1

So long Spring  ...........won 11/1

weston  ........................w
on 9/1

wynkelder  ...................won 11/2

King Of Aces  ...............won 5/1

Samar  .........................
won 4/1

white winter  ...............won 5/2

FAIRVIEW (FRI)
Race 1: (1) Supa Smart 7
Race 2: (1) Tough Harry 4
Race 3: (2) Green Field 5
Race 4: (7) What A Player 13
Race 5: (10) Buck Eye 47 (NAP*)
Race 6: (5) Bollemakiesie 47
Race 7: (1) True Msater 75
Race 8: (8) Boxley 61
Race 9: (1) Stopthinkingofme 43
GREyVILLE (FRI)
Race 1: (3) Roy’s Barbel 15
Race 2: (12) The Bayou 6
Race 3: (4) Toltec 19
Race 4: (4) Biometric 18
Race 5: (10) Pharoah’s charm 8
Race 6: (8) Noodle 58
Race 7: (8) Roy’s Magic 44
Race 8: (11) Beluga Berry 33
TURFFONTEIN (SAT)
Race 1: (1) Generoso 8
Race 2: (2) Red Revolution 17 (NAP*)
Race 3: (1) Kings creek 13
Race 4: (2) Twelve Oaks 44
Race 5: (1) Hat Puntano 92
Race 6: (2) Mrs O 52
Race 7: (8) Emily Jay 69
Race 8: (11) Flying Fool 40
KENILWORTH (SAT)
Race 1: (1) Township Melody 29
Race 2: (3) Flower Of carmel 16
Race 3: (5) Milden Spell 43
Race 4: (6) Hereford 36
Race 5: (3) Endofmarch 51
Race 6: (3) Ovidio 99
Race 7: (6) Rocket countdown 68
Race 8: (1) Nightingale 83
Race 9: (4) Strathdon 84
Race 10: (1) It Is What It Is 39
SCOTTSVILLE (SUN)
Race 1: No Qualifiers
Race 2: (14) Love Theme 17 (NAP*)
Race 3: (1) Shadow catcher 8
Race 4: (9) Making Miracles 24
Race 5: (12) Magesh’s Jet 49
Race 6: (5) Sonar Active 67
Race 7: (1) Miss Varlicious 52 (nb)
Race 8: (4) Marriot 31

Nap bets
* Fancied  ** Strongly fancied

*** Very strongly fancied

Top speed ratings 
for this weekend

(Ratings shown have already been adjusted to 
allocated weights)

A RevIeW oF THe Week'S BeST SPeeDRATINGS

The Weekend
Through
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(Number of races run in each category shown in brackets) 
* Times taken by clockwatcher

SCOTTSVILLE (INSIDE) 3 DECEMBER
Penetrometer 26 – Going G/Soft
course Variant: 0,24s fast
800m   (1) Vertical Descent 46,35
1200m (4) Wynkelder 68,42 
1400m (1) Redcarpet captain 85,39
1600m (3) Seattle Skyline 95,77
1950m (1) Saint Marco 118,63
KENILWORTH (NEW) 5 DECEMBER
Penetrometer 21 – Going Good
course Variant: 1,18s slow
1000m (1) Majestic Glory 60,58 
1200m (3) Weston 73,08 
1400m (2) Miyabi Gold 89,19
1600m (2) Bridal Party 99,77
2500m (1) Made To conquer 162,29 
GREyVILLE (POLy) 6 DECEMBER
Going Rain Affected
1000m (3) Moon Shadow 59,01 
1400m (3) Ouzo 82,08
1600m (3) Lala 97,87 
VAAL (INSIDE) 7 DECEMBER
Penetrometer 28 - Going
course Variant: 1,14slow
1200m (5) Lauren Of Rochelle 71,02 
1400m (3) Shortstop 83,81
1700m (2) Samar 104,01
GREyVILLE (POLy) 8 DECEMBER 
Going Standard
1000m (2) The King Of Random 59,33
1200m (2) Turf conqueror 71,70
1400m (3) Scrabble 85,10
1600m (2) Sovereign Soldier 98,54

C L o C k W A T C H I N G  C o N T .

Word Game
Greyville 8 December

Two maiden plates over 1200m  got pro-
ceedings underway on the poly track on Friday 
and in the faster of these it was nice to see the 
well exposed TURF cONQUEROR get off the 
mark. Positioned in midfield when the race be-
gan in earnest, Paul Lafferty’s charge finished 
best of all and won going away after striking 
the front 200m out.

Three of the evening’s nine races were 
staged over 1400m and in the fastest of these, 
a MR66 Handicap we saw a smart perfor-
mance from the lightly raced 3yo ScRABBLE. 
Burdened with top weight of 61kg, the son of 
Byword wasn’t the quickest into stride. De-
spite that though, he was soon in touch with 
the leaders. He put his head in front as they 
approached the 200m pole and won going 
away by two and a quarter.

Another to win well was THE KING OF RAN-
DOM when registering his second career victo-
ry in the MR66 Handicap over 1000m. In what 
proved to be the faster of the two events over 
the distance, Michael Roberts’ charge raced in 
midfield for most of the journey. Once in the 
straight though he ran on best of all and after 
striking the front 200m out won going away.

Titbits The heavily supported favourite MAS-
TER SAM won the MR66 Handicap over 1400m 
with authority by two and three quarters.

let it Snow
Vaal 7 December

The inside track saw the action at the 
Vaal on Thursday where five of the after-
noon’s ten races were staged over 1200m. 
The MR65 Handicap proved to be the 
fastest of these and here the 4yo LAUREN 
OF ROcHELLE caused a major upset. Freely 
available at 18/1 on the off, clinton Binda’s 
charge raced in midfield during the early 
part of the race. He ran on strongly from 
halfway, and after striking the front 200m 
out, won well by a length and a half.

A MR65 Handicap was also the quickest 
of the three 1400m races and here the 
costly to follow SHORTSTOP registered his 
second career victory. Another to run on 
stoutly from off the pace, Roy Magner’s 
charge finished best of all and got up in the 
shadow of the post.

The two remaining races were both run 
over 1700m and stopping the clock in the 
faster time here was SAMAR in the MR72 
apprentice handicap. The pace was on from 
the start and soon up handy, the Bezrin 
gelding was perfectly placed to strike. He 
did so as they approached the 400m mark-
er and cruised clear in the closing stages of 
the race to score by five and three quarters.

Titbits The best bet on the card for many, 
WHITE WINTER won the maiden plate over 
1200m with some in hand.

Easy to back at 7/1, LUNAR DANCER 
came from midfield when winning the girl’s 
division of the maiden plate over 1200m 
going away by three quarters.

Horses worth following  
at their next few starts...

MIyABI GOLD (J Snaith, W-Cape)
STATUTE (M Roberts, KZN)
WyNKELDER (A Rivalland, KZN)
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