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Thursday 22 march 2018

The Chinese Year Of The Dog is fast developing into the year of living dangerously for our beleaguered NHA.

Saturday 17 March
Turffontein– race 4
Sporting Post

Best Handicapped
Melinda’s Garden

WON 13/1

fairview turf Friday
Best Roving Banker:
r7-(1)Carlita(7/10)

vaal ClassiC Saturday
Best Roving Banker:
r9-(1) Barbie Doll (3/1)

DurBanville Saturday
Best Roving Banker:
r7-(1)love Of My life(2/1)

Greyville turf Sunday
Best Roving Banker:
r8-(3) Dr Henry (18/10)

On his second anniversary in the position of chief 
Executive Officer, Lyndon Barends’ hot seat has had 
the temperature turned up a good few degrees by 
snowballing events on an almost weekly basis in 
recent months.

The difference between horseracing and politics 
is that talk and promises actually have limited shelf 
lives in the sport of kings. That’s maybe because 
governments borrow and print money, while the 
hard-earned cash and passion of ordinary folk keep 
horseracing going.

mr Barends came into office almost two years ago 
to the day. While the press release from the NHA 
Board announcing his arrival contained the usual 
waffle and cream associated with such communi-

cations, the oversell appears to be coming back in 
lumps to haunt the institution supposedly vested 
with maintaining the sport’s integrity.

mr Barends was described as a ‘seasoned busi-
nessman and philanthropist’-  he was also said to 
be an inspirational leader and change agent. While 
he has introduced a monthly newsletter and been the 
architect of various fancy team-building slogans, mr 
Barends appears at this point to be simply ineffective 
and sinking in a morass of seemingly simple to remedy 
blunders impacting directly on stakeholders.

That’s on the basis that he earns the money, is 
accountable for the actions of his underlings and the 
buck stops with him.

At the moment, that buck is missing in action.

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
http://www.highlandsstud.co.za
http://capethoroughbredsales.com/
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whose Turn is it?
Gr3 Kings Cup  Greyville

Weather permitting, the R250 000 Gr3 Kings Cup, for years 
a traditional turf mile, is back where it belongs at Greyville on 
Sunday, after a two year absence on the polytrack. 

Sean Tarry’s Bulleting Home won 
the race last year and the reigning SA 
champion conditioner saddles the 
class count Dubois 4yo Social Order. 
The one-time Summer cup runner-up 
has maintained a steady form profile, 
although is a year without a win. He 
will be piloted by Lyle Hewitson at his 
first Greyville start. The form of his 

last run was confirmed by subsequent 
Listed Drum Star runner-up Secret captain, and he looks a big 
runner here.

Dean Kannemeyer saddles a coupling, headed by 2016 Gr1 
Investec cape Derby winner It’s my Turn. The son of Dynasty has 
not won in over two years since that memorable January day 
and is a class sort. Dean Kannemeyer suggests that he may need 
another outing.

“I find the second run after a rest syndrome is more likely after 
a long rest. He was off for seven months and his last run was a 
stretch which he enjoyed over a distance short of his optimum,” 
said Kannemeyer.

The yard also saddles  recent Jet master Stakes fourth-placer 
Summer Sky. “He is super game and consistent. He has a nice 
galloping weight. Don’t disregard him,” he added.

Brett crawford’s very progressive captain America full-brother 
Redeemer has flourished in KZN, winning his last three starts by 
an aggregate 15 lengths. This is tougher, but the talented 4yo 
comes in fit and distance suited at his first Greyville start. His 
connections will have a better idea of his champions Season pros-
pects by Sunday evening.

Redcarpet captain and topweighted celtic captain make up the 
captain Al trio with Redeemer. Both are consistent and distance 

suited.
Platinum Prince is Justin 

Snaith’s first runner in the build-
up to the big season and the son 
of Silvano ran a cracking third 
behind cape Derby winner Eyes 
Wide Open in the Peninsula 
Handicap. Travelled and rested 11 
weeks, he may just need it.

Wild Wicket and Red chesnut 
Road are both capable.

A tricky 
handicap, 
where 
Redeemer 
could make 
a big season 
claim. Social 
Order and 
It’s my Turn 
look next 
best.

w h e r e  s t o p s  t h e  b u c k ?

Redeemer| Gold Circle

w e e k e n d  r A c I n G

2015
 1  The Hangman 59.0 ( 2) 18/10
 2  Candy Moon 59.5 ( 8) 5/1
 3  King Neptune 53.0 ( 3) 10/1

2016
1  Olma 58.0 (4) 4/1
2  Mumsy’s Jet 52.0 ( 3) 33/1
3  Stormy Eclipse 52.0 ( 2) 33/1

2017
 1  Bulleting Home 58.0 ( 2) 9/2
 2  Royal Armour 53.5 ( 5) 25/1
 3  Secret Warning 52.0 ( 6) 11/2

Gr3 Kings Cup
past winners

START PA5/PICK SIX4/JACKPOT3
3:45PM Gr3 KInGS CuP - 1600M
GReyvIlle           6 SAMe TRAIneR:(1-4)(2-9)
  
Captain Al    1 CeltiC Captain(M Dixon) B lerena ............10 60.0 
Dynasty    2 it’s My turn(D Kannemeyer) A Delpech........ 2 58.0 
Pathfork   3 red Chesnut road(R Hill) R Danielson ...... 4 56.0 
Captain Al    4 redCarpet Captain(M Dixon) K De Melo .. 6 56.0 
Count Dubois   5 soCial order(SG Tarry) l Hewitson ............. 5 54.5 
Seul Amour   6 sun on afriCa(DS Bosch) G Wrogemann .... 7 54.5 
Silvano    7 platinuM prinCe(J Snaith) G v niekerk ...... 1 54.0 
Dynasty    8 Wild WiCket(DC Howells) M v Rensburg ...... 9 54.0 
Trippi    9 suMMer sky(D Kannemeyer) W Kennedy ...... 3 52.0 
Captain Al   10 redeeMer(BJ Crawford) S veale .................... 8 52.0 

Betting On A Classic!
Hollywood have priced up three of the top four finishers 

in the Gr2 Gauteng Guineas earlier this month as joint 4-1 
favourites for the Gr1 SA Fillies classic.

Sensational winner of that race, Takingthepeace, stable-
mate and runner-up Silver Thursday and fourth placed Folk 
Dance are at the top of the ante-post betting boards after first 
entries earlier this week.

It is a bumper subscription that has been received for the 
R2 million Gr1 SA classic and the R1 million Gr1 SA Fillies clas-
sic to be run at Turffontein on Saturday 7 April.

The second leg of the SA Triple crown and SA Triple Tiara 
have attracted 18 and 19  entries respectively, with soon-to-be 
exported first leg winner monks Hood an obvious absentee.

mike de Kock’s exciting Gauteng Guineas winner Takingthe-
peace takes her next step to racing history, and is the highest 
rated (104) of the 19 entries. The daughter of Visionaire has 
pulled a wide draw at 16, but races from off the pace and will 
come in at acceptance time.  See all the entries here

Supplementary entries for both races closes at 11h00 on 
Friday 23 march.  Declarations are due by 11h00 on Wednes-
day 28 march.  Have a value bet

Take the comments made on Tellytrack by SA champion jockey 
Anthony Delpech after the Greyville 7th race on Wednesday. The 
thoughts echoed almost word-for-word those made just a week 
and a half earlier by Delpech’s colleague Anton marcus. Both men 
are seasoned champion riders with international experience. Yet 
they are being frustrated by inflexible officials with attitudes who 
earn salaries  paid by punters and owners.

A cape jockey wrote on Facebook that KZN is the worst racing 
centre when it comes to starts. Another former champion jockey 
wrote ‘Good Luck’ on the same social media platform.

Watch the Delpech comments here
Interesting, it was only four months ago that  the KZN starter was 

sanctioned and subjected to disciplinary procedures after causing 
the sport embarrassment and costing punters (and the tote) money 
with a bungled null and void race at Greyville. What was the out-
come of that? Jockeys with drug issues are embarrassed with press 
releases - NHA officials are subject to very different policies, it seems.

Racing control Executive Arnold Hyde also said at that time that 
after the number of similar start episodes  in 2016, the Racing Op-
erators were advised to ensure that the equipment that is used to 
signal a false start be reviewed and improved upon.  He confirmed 
that Gold circle had installed the ‘marine Siren’ that can be heard 
up to a radius of 500m. This siren was installed on the Starting 
Stalls, thereby eliminating manual movement of the siren. He gave 
us the assurance that any frailties in this system would be reviewed 
and corrected. Hyde confirmed at the same juncture that the use 
of the flagman was stopped a number of years ago.

“It stands to reason that if the siren is loud enough and is acti-
vated at the appropriate time, then there should not be a need 
for a flagman,” he said.  So what happened in the false start of the 
Greyville eighth race on Wednesday? While we concede that the 
wind was blowing – last time they blamed the rain -  we have it on 
good authority that nobody heard the siren. But a red flag can be 
seen being waived on the outside rail about 100m after the start. 
Seriously?

Somebody has to be held accountable.

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/03/classic-day-2018-entries/
https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnLIGZhKwko&feature=youtu.be&t=228
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fortune favours Carlita!
East Cape Fillies Nursery (L)  Fairview

The Oratorio filly Carlita stands out head and shoulders in the 
R150 000 Listed East Cape Fillies Nursery at Fairview. 

An impressive two-time winner, 
and stakes placed in the cape on 
met day, she takes on just two local 
winners. Barring a serious market 
springer she  looks the best bet of the 
week.

Top cape jockey Aldo Domeyer will 
take the ride again for his Step-mom 

and  part-owner Ashley Fortune on the 
Eastern cape’s leading 2yo filly – a bargain R35 000 buy.

carlita has been beaten once in three starts, with an aggregate 
winning margin of 11 lengths in her two victories. Her sole defeat 
was at the hands of the Australian-bred colt Traces in the Listed 
Summer Juvenile Stakes on met day. Those credentials look wa-
ter-tight and both the winners that she faces here at level weights 
look well held.

The Lateral filly Vertical has been beaten twice by carlita and 
steps up 200m for the first time in her career. can she improve 
enough in such a short time to turn the tables? We think not.

Potala Palace daughter Watsonia won her 800m debut but was 
then slammed 6,25 lengths by carlita next time.

The rest are maidens or un-
raced horses.

madame Speaker received 3kgs 
and was beaten 4 lengths  by car-
lita on her debut in late February. 
She is bound to improve but looks 
held.

Klever Kathy improved further 
at her second start on the poly 

last Friday 
when beat-
en a quarter 
length by 
Bertina. 
She is held 
by Vertical 
on her first 
start.

Tasunke 
ran fourth 

Carlita|Pauline Herman

w e e k e n d  r A c I n G

2015
 1  Princess Royal 58.0 ( 1) 1/3
 2  La Rebel 58.0 ( 5) 7/1
 3  Baloo Baleerie 58.0 ( 3) 8/1

2016
 1  The Merry Widow 60.0 ( 9) 17/10
 2  O Tamara 60.0 ( 4) 7/1
 3  Shizam 60.0 ( 5) 7/1

2017
 1  Precious Pansy 60.0 ( 4) 50/1
 2  Widow's Lamp 60.0 ( 3) 13/1
 3  Singing In Seattle 60.0 ( 9) 22/1

East Cape Fillies Nursery(L)
past winners

and 6,35 lengths behind Vertical on debut and looks well held.
Seattle Empress was beaten 9,75 lengths in receipt of 3kgs from 

carlita on debut. She has plenty of ground to make up.
The balance of the field are first-timers:
The Gimmethegreenlight filly Green Sea is a R375 000 Nation-

al 2yo Sale graduate and looks to possibly be looking for a bit 
further than this.

march music is a R70 000 National Yearling Sale graduate by 
Bold Silvano.

mary O’Reilly is a R450 000 National Yearling Sale graduate and 
is bred to be quick. Banker carlita in everything!

START PA6/PICK SIX5/JACKPOT4
4:55PM eAST CAPe FIllIeS nuRSeRy (2yO’S)(l)
FAIRvIeW            7 1200M - SAMe TRAIneR:(1-4-10)(2-3)(5-6-8)
  
Oratorio   1 Carlita(AC Greeff) A Domeyer ........................ 9 60.0 
Gimmethegreenlight  2 Green sea(GD Smith) JP vd Merwe ............... 4 60.0 
Bold Silvano   3 klever kathy(GD Smith) M yeni ................10 60.0  
Pathfork   4 MadaMe speaker(AC Greeff) T Gould ......... 2 60.0 
Bold Silvano      5 MarCh MusiC(Y Bremner) R Munger ............ 6 60.0 
Sail From Seattle       6 Mary o’ reilly(Y Bremner) l Hewitson ........ 3 60.0 
Sail From Seattle   7 seattle eMpress(C Spies) C Zackey.......... 8 60.0 
What A Winter   8 tasunke(Y Bremner) M Thackeray .................. 7 60.0 
Lateral    9 vertiCal(SB Kotzen) l Mxothwa..................... 5 60.0 
Potala Palace  10 Watsonia(AC Greeff) G Cheyne ...................... 1 60.0

Baron For Hong Kong
Sun Met winner Whisky Baron is amongst the 33 over-

seas entries in the 48 nominations for the HK$24 million 
Gr1 Audemars Piguet Queen Elizabeth II Cup to be run at 
Sha Tin over 2000m on 29 April.

Hong Kong’s recent 
Derby winner Ping Hai 
Star, and SA-bred run-
ner-up in that race in 
Tony millard’s Singapore 
Sling, are among the 
116 horses from 12 
jurisdictions nominated 
to contest one of three 
Gr1 features on the day.

For the first time, the Audemars Piguet Queen Elizabeth 
II cup , the HK$18 million champions mile and the HK$16 
million chairman’s Sprint Prize will form a world class tri-
ple-header. All rank in the World’s Top 100 Gr1 Races.

The APQEII cup has attracted 48 nominations, 33 from 
overseas, with last year’s winner Neorealism among 12 Gr1 
winners.

Brett crawford has decided to give the Dubai World cup, 
to be run on Saturday 31 march, a miss with Whisky Baron, 
who ran a disappointingly poor race in the Gr1 Jebel Hatta 
recently.

The son of manhattan Rain will be given a change of 
scenery and he has four weeks to try and find the form 
that gave his connections the confidence to launch a global 
campaign after he won the Sun met in 2017.

Click here to find all the feature race entries

Whisky Baron | Wayne Marks

http://www.avontuurestate.co.za/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/03/gr1-audemars-piguet-qe2-cup-entries-baron-heads-to-hong-kong/
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Right down to a fitness regime second to none. Simply put – a 
mindset of winning!”

craig said that one practical example that struck him was that 
Felix coached him to ‘get into the game’ when arriving at races.

“Riding is a job, like any profession that one works at every day. 
But Felix got me to focus. On the way to the start. circling at the 
start. Focus and more focus.  And small talk, and banter with col-
leagues was for later. I am a sociable and friendly guy. But I didn’t 
need to change my personality – just a behavioural tweak. When I 
tried Felix’ approach, I found I was getting horses out quicker and 
into better positions. I was a better jockey - by actually doing very 
little tangibly differently!”

craig says that jockeys are trained at a world-class institution 
like the SA Jockey Academy, then qualify and are left to their own 
devices. But after his experience with Felix, it has been driven 
home that achievement at the top level is a very real technical 
and mind game.

He points out that jockeys develop styles early on and then 
generally stay loyal to that. Human nature means habits are tough 
to break. And while the Stipes may point out direct interference 
and race incidents, technical training is not their brief.

“One could never imagine a champion like Usain Bolt without a 
coach. That’s why even our top riders could do with a coach like 
Felix coetzee.”

The Start
A Scottburgh High pupil, the slightly built craig du Plooy en-

tered the SA Jockey Academy in 
Grade 9.

“I was small and loved sport and 
it seemed like a good idea,” he 
muses, recalling his top-class rid-
ing masters Kenny michel, Vincent 
curtis and David cave. 

“They were such an experienced 
and seasoned group. We were in 
awe of them. The coaching and 
facilities were excellent. It was 
really tough being away from the 
comforts of home and the board-
ing school environment comes as a 
bit of a shock. But I only have great 
memories of the Academy.”

craig rode his first winner on 
the Vaughan marshall-trained 

A Tale Of… 
p e r s o n A l I t y 

craig du plooy
Jockeys are the only professional sportsmen on earth who 

don’t enjoy the formal guidance and mentorship of coaches. 
It’s a subject close to the heart of Western Province Groom 

School Riding Master Craig du Plooy, who experienced the 
benefits of a champion ‘personal trainer’ first hand in his own 
career just three years ago. 

At the age of 40, and after close on a quarter of a century in 
the saddle,  with seven years experience of training workriders, 
craig couldn’t have been blamed for imagining he had mastered 
race-riding and the broad technicalities of horsemanship.

That was until the day Justin Snaith introduced him to a men-
torship under a champion jockey, known affectionately to his 
legion of fans as ‘Felix The cat’.

Now 43 years old, and with 28 years in the saddle, and a veter-
an of 11 years of training workriders, the likeable craig du Plooy 
talks freely about an educational adrenaline rush of pure inspira-
tion that changed his life.

Felix coetzee rode 3508 winners and was crowned SA champi-
on three times. He won 75 Gr 1 races internationally.

Top Coach
“The Snaith operation is one of the most professional outfits 

I have had the fortune of being associated with. I was working 
good horses and race-riding for them when they suggested that I 
get Felix coetzee to work with me and see what he could add to 
my technical skill set,” tells craig.

“What a pleasant wake-up call!  I found out exactly why he was 
one of the greatest riders of the 
modern era. Felix  is the con-
summate professional. I learnt so 
much – my only regret was that I 
hadn’t gotten the opportunity ten 
or fifteen years earlier. It would 
have changed my life!” he says 
with unveiled admiration.

He reflects how he was coaxed 
and guided to a new level of per-
formance.

“His drive and work ethic is 
something extraordinary. His 
attention to fine detail and 
commitment is unbelievable. I am 
talking technical basics - like riding 
two holes higher in the stirrups.  
Leaning forward slightly. Holding 
your whip in a different position. 

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
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c r A I G  d u  p l o o y

MISSED RECENT RESuLTS?       Click here for a quick link to the Sporting Post website

Rotterdam colt Tokyo Bay on 6 July 1992 at Greyville. He had Jeff 
Lloyd, Anton marcus - and coincidentally, a certain Felix coetzee - 
trailing in his wake.

“That moment is a great thrill for any jockey. I won’t pretend I 
remember a lot about the race. I was a four-claimer and I jumped 
and led - and just stayed there. The rest is a blur! my whole family 
was on course and that was pretty special,” he adds.

craig was despatched to the cape to complete his apprentice-
ship. He rode successfully for Glen Kotzen, Peter muscutt and 
Vaughan marshall.

Riding Master
He talks animatedly about his passion these days – coaching 

workriders.
“I have been doing the job for 11 years now. We were in milner-

ton for the first 6 years and are now based in Philippi. We have six 
retired racehorses and I conduct lessons four days a week. I am so 
proud of my students. We keep in touch and I have seen some of 
them flourish and grow in stature. It is very rewarding work.”

craig explains that the grooms that are able to ride usually do 
a three month course. Aldo Domeyer and Devin Ashby are two 
professional jockeys who cut their teeth in the Groom School.

“I hone their skills. Teach them how to enter the starting gates. 
Use of the whip and other race specifics. And we go through the 
race riding rules. When I am satisfied that they are competent, 
I certify them to race ride. Then it is up to their trainers to give 
them a ride. That is a huge incentive and a very big day for these 
guys!”

The cape only has one workrider race per month. They are all 
down the straight.

“We had our first race round the turn late last year. For an 
apprentice in a professional race, he has a whole group of expe-
rienced guys guiding him round first time. In our case we had a 
whole race of greenhorns trying to negotiate the turn! I would 
love to see more workriders races. Because practice improves 
skill – as we see in Gauteng.  But I understand that it is a matter of 
programming and budget – and that’s not my side of things,” he 
adds.

He says that it takes a massive amount of commitment – more so 
in the cape winter – to complete the course as the students start 
work before 5am and then attend classes from 09h30 to 1pm.

“We give them a lunch and then they are back to work in the 
afternoon. It’s a long day. It takes a lot of dedication. But it adds 
value to their careers and self confidence. And the trainers are 
right behind us, as there are never enough jockeys to do the 
work-riding in the mornings.”

Adrian Todd is chairman of The Western Province Groom 
School and craig says that things run very smoothly.  

“my six – all ex racehorses - enjoy a great life. They are well fed 
and groomed and perform an important role. The kit is mostly 
donated by jockeys. I am proud of our wooden ‘equisizer’ too. It 
serves a very useful purpose and is a handy training aid.” 

Sidelined
craig has not ridden for almost a year now. 
Something of a Bionic Jock, he has fractured his spine, broken 

both his arms, his shoulder, his foot – a leg. The list is endless. He 

Hollywood Gesture  
after Tote error

South Africa’s leading bookmakers Hollywood an-
nounced early on Friday morning that they made good for 
their customers after a Tabonline blunder declared the in-
correct result for the first race at Chelmsford last Thursday 
evening.

The official result as per all the overseas sites and viewed 
during the race was 7 – 1 – 5 – 6

Tabonline somehow declared the result as 7 – 1 – 5 – 8, with 
the Quartet pay out of R 5 477 – which was the total pool.

Hollywood took the decision to pay Quartets  on the 
correct result 7 – 1 – 5 – 6, as well as the official results and 
dividends declared by Tabonline of 7 – 1 – 5 – 8.

Hollywood credited clients who had been affected.

With a still unexplained cloud hanging over the Meydan 
Jackpot and PA payout of Saturday 10 March, TAB found 
themselves in another red-faced position on Thursday 
evening. 

A press release, issued close on 24 hours after the meet-
ing, states that an  incorrect fourth-place result was declared 
by TAB for Race 1 at chelmsford in the UK on Thursday night.

The correct result was 7-1-5-6. TAB has recalculated the 
Quartet payout for the race and the accounts of TAB online 
customers have been credited with the correct winnings 
where applicable.

Any in-store customer who discarded a winning ticket must 
lodge a claim at the TAB where the bet was taken.

Tab Customers Can ‘Claim’

is currently suffering severe back pain. Diagnosed with a torn disc 
and degeneration, he is visiting his specialist again this week. He 
is reluctant to have an operation and has resorted to a variety of 
treatments. He knows that after an operation, he will probably 
take ages to recover and his future as a professional jockey would 
then be in serious doubt.

“I have done the Argus. I played league squash. I love sports. It 
has been a tough year of inactivity. If I didn’t have my job at the 
Groom School, I would have gone crazy!” he says, adding that his 
Wife and Son have been of great support.

As he gets up to leave, he makes an interesting observation 
about the age demographic of the cape jockey population.

“The generation of veteran iron men like Stanley Amos, Garth 
Puller and Karl Neisius may well be gone forever. At 43, I would 
currently be one of the oldest jockeys riding in cape Town!”

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/recent-results-summary/
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De Kock lights The world
Mike de Kock won his second Gr3 Abu Dhabi Champion-

ship over 2200m on Saturday when Light The Lights, ridden 
by Adrie de Vries, stayed on well to beat Janszoon in a 
well-contested feature. 

This was a third success in the 
UAE for Light The Lights, a South 
African-bred by Western Winter 
and mike said: “He was  rated to 
win at 111,  the nearest to him 
was 108,  so he had a big chance 
racing in his class.

“Light The Lights has been a 
soldier to the stable and to Sheikh 
mohammed bin Khalifa Al mak-
toum. He’s a consistent performer 
who has won at the Dubai carni-
val though he battles at carnival level, at level weights. The 
Abu Dhabi race was below carnival level and he duly obliged.

“Adrie De Vries rode a super race, he is a very good rider 
and he did a lot of work for us last year so I am happy to have 
rewarded him with a feature winner.”

The son of triple champion sire Western Winter won three 
times in South Africa, including the Gr2 Peninsula Handicap with 
Light The Lights also finishing fourth in the 2016 G1 J&B met.

Bred by Anne and Bruce Nicholas of Hallmark Thorough-
breds, Light The Lights was a R450 000 buy from the 2013 
National Yearling Sale.

Light The Lights is by Western Winter out of brilliant 
broodmare First Arrival – the dam of UK export and Equus 
award winners In The Fast Lane and Rock The country, as 
well as Let’s Rock ‘n Roll and Beat Patrol. This is the family of 
Trademark and morisco.

A Silvano half-sister to Light The Lights will come up on 
next month’s 2018 National Yearling Sale.

Mike de Kock

Barrier Trials - value add
 With effect from 1 March 2018, Barrier Trials were made 

compulsory in KZN for all first time runners and runners that have 
been off the course for a period of 150 days and longer.

Basic information on the trials, such as time recorded and lengths 
behind the ‘winner’ of the trials is carried in the Gold circle racecard, 
computaform and other relevant formguides.

In an effort to make the Barrier Trials punter friendly and to pro-
vide more detailed information, Gold circle has  appointed a team of 
seasoned ‘race readers’ to give their opinion on each trial.

They will comment on and assess the performances of individual 
participants as a guide to punters.

Gold circle have indicated that it is hoped that this initiative will 
lead to further transparency regarding first timers and prove to be a 
valuable aid for punters.

Each Barrier Trial will be archived and comments can beaccessed 
on the Gold circle website here

Delpech For Dubai
Current South African Champion Jockey Anthony 

Delpech has confirmed his engagement on SA Derby winner 
Al Sahem in the Gold Cup on Dubai World Cup night.

Delpech had a successful rela-
tionship with Al Sahem during his 
South African campaign, partner-
ing him in 4 starts including his 
runaway win in the 2017 Gr1 SA 
Derby.

Bred and raced by Al Adiyaat SA, 
he has had three starts in Dubai, 
making his international debut 

in the Gr2 Al Rashidiya over 1800m on turf on 1 February 
2018.  He subsequently finished 5 lengths behind Folkswood 
in the 2000m Gr3 Dubai millennium Stakes on turf and 6 3/4 
lengths off Hawkbill in the 2410m Gr2 Dubai city Of Gold on 
10 march.

Having partnered Al Sahem regularly in South Africa, An-
thony is looking forward to renewing their association.  “I’ve 
ridden on the track and know it pretty well.  The only thing is 
that you’ve got to be careful not to get caught on the fence 
because there’s no false rail.”

“I don’t know much about the rest of the field yet, but if 
you’ve got a ticket, you’ve got a chance.  He was a top horse 
out here and I’m excited to get back onto him.  His last run 
looked quite promising and he’s shown that he’s finding his 
feet there now, so I’m excited and looking forward to riding 
him in the Gold cup.”

Anthony Delpech

Silvano Pair Are Team SA!
The likely fields for Dubai World Cup night have been 

published. Mike de Kock’s Silvano duo of Janoobi and 
Al Sahem will carry the South African flag at Meydan 
on Saturday 31 March.

Gauteng Guineas winner Janoobi will line up the Gr1 
US$6-million Dubai Turf over 1800m.

“On his Jebel Hatta showing Janoobi will have a chance 
of sharing in the prize money in the Dubai Turf. I’m glad 
we don’t have to go for the Godolphin mike on sand. We 
will please Sheikh Hamdan, ” said de Kock.

Sheikh mohammed bin Khalifa Al maktoum’s Al Sahem 
will be aimed at the US$1million Gr2 Dubai Gold cup 
over 3200m.  See the likely fields here

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.goldcircle.co.za/?s=Barrier+trials&submit.x=0&submit.y=0&submit=Search
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/03/dubai-world-cup-2018-final-fields-silvano-pair-carry-sa-hopes-on-big-night/


SPORTING POST DIGEST • THURSDAY 22 mARcH 2018        9

http://www.bsa.co.za/


SPORTING POST DIGEST • THURSDAY 22 mARcH 2018        10

I n t e r n A t I o n A l

A crowd of 67 205 
and a new record 
turnover of HK$1.626 
billion put the state of 
Hong Kong racing into 
sweet perspective at 
Sha Tin on Sunday 
as a SA bred son of 
Philanthropist, who 

cost the equivalent of HK 147 000, went down in a blaze of 
glory to bank the second cheque in the HK$ 18  million Gr1 
Hong Kong Derby. 

The Drakenstein Stud bred cape Premier Yearling Sale grad-
uate Singapore Sling’s rider chad Schofield thought the silver-
ware was his when he angled out to run for home aboard the 
Tony millard-trained galloper.

“I had a lovely run throughout the race following Nothingi-
likemore,” he said of the second favourite. “When I exposed 
him, I thought I had the race won but Ping Hai Star won fair and 
square, he was too good on the day.”

Tony millard was impressed with Ping Hai Star’s performance, 
as well as pleased that his own stable star had posted another 
high-quality effort.

“Singapore Sling ran a great race, I was really happy with 
him,” the trainer said. “He beat all the other horses that 
he’d run with and this was a fresh horse coming in. He had 
everything dead except for Ping Hai Star – this horse just ran 
unbelievable”

But South African national pride aside, Ping Hai Star was a de-
serving winner, handing  jockey Ryan moore a first Hong Kong 
Derby victory with a stunning last-to-first drive.

“He’s a very talented horse, I had great fun riding him today,” 
moore said after the New Zealand-bred had quickened a length 
and three quarters clear of runner-up Singapore Sling in the 
HK$18 million classic.

The exciting bay clocked 2m 01.18s, the fastest time in 19 
runnings since the four-year-old feature was upped to 2000 
metres. After anchoring at the tail of the 14-runner field, 11 
lengths astern of the pace-setting The Golden Age, Ping Hai Star 
blitzed through the final 800m.

The only horse to break 23 seconds for the penultimate 
sectional (22.91s), the 5.2 chance backed that up with a searing 
21.99s for the final 400m. That was 0.27s faster than the next 
quickest closing split, that of third-placed Exultant.

“It wasn’t really the plan, to be that far back, at all,” moore 
revealed. “I just felt I’d ride him with lots of confidence – I 
believed before the race that he was the one horse that could 
have more class than anything else in the race and I think that 
showed. “He’s just a high quality horse with a very good turn-
of-foot; when you get on him he’s a big, solid, strong horse, 
very powerful underneath you. Someone pointed him out to 
me back in January actually - said he’s a good horse. He ran that 
trip no problem at all.”

Singapore Sling cost R225 000 here as a yearling. He has 
earned just over R15 million this season!

There are 14 Philanthropists on the cTS April Yearling Sale 
and another 13 on the BSA National Yearling Sale.

selling Our stars 
Racing South Africa led a small delegation to Hong Kong last 

week to raise the profile of South African thoroughbred racehors-
es in what has become one of the most progressive and wealthy 
racing jurisdictions in the world. 

Bloodstock South Africa’s Gary Grant, cape Thoroughbred Sales’ 
Kerry Jack and Adrian Todd from the newly formed SA  Equine Health 
And Protocols (NPc) joined host Racing SA cEO, Peter Gibson attended 
a function at the Gloucester Luk Kwok Hotel in Hong Kong on Thursday.

Long serving SA consulate marketing Executive, Davy chiu, acted 
as mc, firstly introducing the SA delegates before short speeches 
were made by Gibson on Trade and Sales matters, high profile HK 
Jockey cub member, mr David Hui (owner of five horses from South 
Africa including Elusive Gold/Golden Sleep and Vilikazi/Sleep Edu-
cation),spoke animatedly on his positive experience of the South 
African market and his desire to have better access to our horses. 
Adrian Todd updated the party on protocol developments.

Gibson said:”I thought last night was a great success, we were 
honoured by the presence of SA consul General madoda Ntshinga 
and our audience included a good cross section of owners/HKJc 
members and the media . It was also fantastic that Tony and Bev 
millard were able to attend. my thanks to Avontuur and Draken-
stein Studs for their kind sponsorship of wine, which added a lovely 
South African flavour to the evening.”

Historically, before the closure of umbrella organisation, Horserac-
ing South Africa (Pty) Ltd, Racing South Africa (representing the SA 
Equine Trade council) hosted numerous promotional events around 
the world as part of its function of encouraging foreign investment 
into our industry and to grow exports.

Great Ad For SA Bloodstock

Ryan Moore drives Ping Hai Star clear of Singa-
pore Sling (Chad Schofield) | HKJC

new record High at HK sale 
A Holy Roman Emperor half-brother to Epsom Derby winner 

Wings Of Eagles set an all-time Hong Kong International Sale 
record as one of 26 lots that went under the hammer at Sha 
Tin Racecourse on Friday evening. 

The British-bred gelding, catalogued as Lot 17 and a son of the 
Gr1-placed French mare Ysoldina, was bought by cheung Kwok 
Keung for HK$11 million – the equivalent of R16,7 million.

This was a new peak, eclipsing the previous record of HK$10.5 
million set last year. The grey is poised to join the stable of sev-
en-time champion Trainer John moore.

The record price for an individual lot was one of a number 
of strong results across the board. This year’s group sold for an 
aggregate of HK$135.3 million at an average of HK$5.2 million, 
both up from the previous year when 29 lots were offered. Both 
were new records for the event.

Eleven horses reached at least HK$5 million, with Lot 14 – an 
Australian-bred Not A Single Doubt gelding out of the more Than 
Ready mare Heaven Beneath – selling for HK$7.2 million. He will 
be raced by owner Kerm Din, who also bought Lot 14 at the 2016 
HKIS – the Shamardal gelding that would soon receive the name 
Pakistan Star, with career earnings in excess of HK$15 million.

 “This is a unique backdrop for a thoroughbred sale and we 
couldn’t be happier with the atmosphere that was created here or 
the results achieved. We congratulate all of our new Owners,” said 
mr Harding.

A second Hong Kong International Sale session is scheduled for 
June, with details to be released in the near future
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Mayfair Offload  
Interests 

Another chapter in the Mayfair Spec-
ulators saga is set to close at Kenilworth 
today when the former racing powerhouse 
liquidates various horses in their first local 
public auction of interests. 

Racing manager Derek Brugman has been 
disposing of racing and breeding stock since 
the multiple SA champion owner’s fall from 
grace in early December. While no specifics 
have been published, the liquidation hearing 
set down for the cape High court on 30 April 
could reveal more information.

mayfair Speculators have interests in more 
than fifty percent of the catalogued lots at 
the central Route Trading Horses In Training / 
mixed Sale today.

The catalogue has no conditions of sale 
included and it is not known whether the 
horses will be sold without reserve.

The highlight of the afternoon could be 
the Gr1 mercury Sprint winner Fly By Night, 
a daughter of Jet master, who is believed to 
be in foal to cape Guineas winner and new 
Klawervlei sire, William Longsword.

Klawervlei also offer SA champion Older 
Female of 2014/15 Hammie’s Hooker, who 
is being sold with a Gimmethegreenlight colt 
at foot. The ten-time winner was trained by 
mike Bass.

The smashing looker Valedictorian is cata-
logued as #1 and gets the sale under way.

The 3yo son of Var won impressively in the 
mayfair Speculators silks on debut in February 
2017, but was then off for 9 months with a  se-
rious leg injury. He then reappeared in Decem-
ber and was beaten into fourth after bleeding. 
The Vet reported that Valedictorian returned 
with an epistaxis due to an exercise induced 
pulmonary haemorrhage and was suspended 
for 60 days.

The recordbreaking yearling Silver coin 
comes up as #26. The good-looking and 
beautifully bred son of Silvano cost R6 million 
on the 2016 cape Premier Yearling Sale 
and comes into the ring here as a two-time 
winner from seven starts. He was trained by 
Joey Ramsden and looks to have plenty of 
mileage left.

Glen Kotzen Racing offer the 4yo Fencing 
master gelding mount Keith, who caught the 
eye with a storming second behind the con-
sistent Dayonaut at Durbanville last Saturday. 

St Patrick’s Day Flop
The expected influx of Stellenbosch 

students at the St Patrick’s Day meeting 
at Durbanville on Saturday failed to ma-
terialise because the university put the 
mockers on the promotional project.

michael clower writes on www.goldcircle.
co.za that according to a Racing It’s A Rush 
press release it did so as a result of the 
“Students’ Representative council being 
concerned that students will be influenced 
with the gambling aspect of our sport.”

Fortunately for racing such a puritanical 
attitude (if it existed at all in those days) 
failed to deter the likes of mike Bass, charles 
Faull, Andrew Harrison, Liesl King and - dare 
I say it  - markus Jooste who in his own way 
proved to be the biggest gambler of all.

Despite the snub Kenilworth Racing is 
determined to try again after getting the 
SRc on side.

“The racing and betting industries are 
huge employers in this country and we want 
the students to hear about the broad spec-
trum of professionally qualified people that 
are needed,” said Donna Bernhardi who 
had arranged to take various groups on tour 
throughout the afternoon.  

Four South African-based horses 
feature in the first 2018 listing of 
the Longines World’s Best  
Racehorse Rankings. 
Dean Kannemeyer’s  Sun met 
runner-up Last Winter (in joint 
7th position), Bass-Robinson July 
winner marinaresco, Alistair  
Gordon’s recent Gr2 Gauteng 
Guineas winner monks Hood 
and Justin Snaith’s cape Flying 
championship winner Sergeant 
Hardy are all on joint 12th in the 
illustrious top league, headed by 
retired Gun Runner and Aussie 
superstar Winx.
Except for the gallant Sergeant 
Hardy, the balance of the SA  
quartet are expected to be seen 
on the world stage this year. 
Last Winter and marinaresco left 
for mauritius on monday, while 
monks Hood is believed to be 
headed for Hong Kong.
Both the top horses are rated 
129 - Gun Runner for his Pegasus 
World cup victory, Winx for her 
blowout score in the chipping 
Norton Stakes, her first race of 
the year. While Winx has a full 
campaign ahead of her, Gun 
Runner has been retired to stud 
and made his career finale in the 
Pegasus. West coast is third-high-
est rated at 124 for his second in 
the Pegasus and is likely to start as 
the favourite in the Dubai World 
cup next Saturday.
Arrogate headed the final 2017 
World’s Best Racehorse Rankings 
with a rating of 134 following his 
win in the Dubai World cup, while 
Winx topped out at 132 last year. 
The ratings are compiled through-
out the year by an international 
panel of racing officials and  
handicappers working under the 
auspices of the International  
Federation of Horseracing  
Authorities.

south africa stars 
in world rankings

MISSED RECENT RESuLTS?       Click here for a quick link to the Sporting Post website

JP for Mauritius
Jockey JP van der 

merwe is set to join 
Derreck David and 
Weichong marwing 
in mauritius for the 
new season which 
commences on Sat-
urday 31 march.

The Licensing 
committee of the mauritius Turf club has 
recommended to the Board Of Admin-
istrators that the green light be given to  
Ricky maingard to hire British jockey Rich-
ard Oliver, and to  Rameshwar Gujadhur 
to sign South African jockey Juan Paul Van 
Der merwe.

Van der merwe, who won the 2016 met 
aboard Smart call, confines his riding to 
Gauteng and the Eastern cape. He does 
not feature in the SA top 20 but is a talent-
ed rider when he puts his mind to it.

The 1400m Gr2 Duchess Of York cup 
is being run as the opening feature of the 
new season.

JP van der Merwe  
hamishNIVENPhotography

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Sporting_Post_Digest_15-March_2018_2443.pdf?x62297
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/recent-results-summary/
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Short Heads

Empty 
Tank

It has been well over a 
week since senior jock-
ey Anton marcus called 
for a think-tank on our 
starting stall procedures 
after hair-raising moments 
at the gates on a short-
priced favourite. Anthony 
Delpech made the same 
plea a few weeks earlier. 
The National Horseracing 
Authority seem oblivious 
to any issues and have not 
responded or commented. 
But who cares? It’s only 
punter’s money and horse 
and rider safety on the line.

FLOwER  
ALLEy

Sky Flower, a 4yo daugh-
ter of Wilgerbosdrift sire 
Flower Alley scored her 
first feature race win on 
Saturday, when landing 
the Latonia Stakes, over 
1600m, at Turfway Park. 
She is the 20th stakes 
winner for Flower Alley, 
who has 5 lots on the 
2018 April Yearling Sale 
and 32 on the 2018 Em-
perors Palace National 
Yearling Sale.

Beast From The West
california-based Bob Baffert is looking to Flatter’s son West 
coast for a personal fourth win in the $10 million Dubai World 
cup on Saturday 31 march. He won the race last year with 
world champion Arrogate, who never won again after suc-
ceeding in the most spectacular style following a slow start. 
Owned by the West family, West coast earned top laurels by 
winning the Travers Stakes and the Pennsylvania Derby. He 
was also third in the Breeders' cup classic and second in the 
Pegasus World cup. Forever  

& Ever
America’s top filly, 
Forever Unbridled, 
second-favourite for the 
$10-million Dubai World 
cup, flies over without a 
prep-race, despite being 
absent since winning the 
Breeders cup Distaff in 
california last Novem-
ber. mike Smith, who 
won the World cup on 
Arrogate last year and 
rides the filly for the first 
time, has no doubt For-
ever Unbridled has what 
it takes to give the boys 
a run for their money.

World’s Richest
Seabrook will bid to become the 
first New Zealand-bred galloper 
in close on 30 years to win the 
world’s richest 2yo race at Rosehill 
Gardens on Saturday. The last 
NZ-bred winner was Pompeii 
court’s daughter courtza in 1989. 
The mick Price-trained filly goes 
into Saturday’s A$3.5 million (R23 
million) Gr1 Golden Slipper over 
1200m as a strong contender. 
Seabrook is out of Don Eduar-
do’s unraced daughter midnight 
Revels, who was purchased 
in foal to Hinchinbrook 
by Tauranga breeder 
Warwick Jeffries. 
Hinchinbrook is by 
Fastnet Rock, and 
is a half-brother 
to Snitzel.

Anger Management
US Trainer Peter miller has been fined $2500 and suspended for 
seven days by the Santa Anita stewards for the use of derogatory 
words about a seven month pregnant licensee’s unborn baby.  
miller has been placed on probation 
until his current licence is up for 
renewal in October 2019 and 
will be required to attend 
anger management classes. 
It was the seventh time that 
miller was reprimanded 
for disorderly conduct 
and aggressive/abusive 
behaviour.

Justin Snaith launches what is 
expected to be his biggest SA 
champions Season campaign 

ever when Platinum Prince steps out 
in the Gr3 Kings cup at Greyville on 

Sunday. The balance of Justin’s 30 
horses are scheduled to arrive 
at Summerveld on Friday. His 
string has enormous depth 
and balance after a successful 

summer at home. Snaith is R5,6 
million ahead of Sean Tarry on the 

national trainers log.

BREEDERS 

A Reminder
Friday 23 march is D-Day for en-
tries for the July week Bloodstock 
SA KZN Yearling Sale.
Entry forms for the sale, to be 
held on 5 and 6 July at Sibaya, are 
available online.
Please go to www.bsa.co.za for 
more information.

High Q!
maine chance Farms’ resident 
sire Querari has been on fire 
during the month of march. His 
exported son monks Hood won 
the Gr2 Gauteng Guineas on 3 
march  while the very next week 
Querari fillies Dagmar, River 
Rafting and Urban Oasis filled the 
first three placings in the Listed 
Ruffian Stakes. Querari’s good run 
of form in feature races contin-
ued at Fairview last Friday, when 
his son Desert Wisdom won the 
afternoon’s feature race, the 
Lakeside Handicap.
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b r e e d I n G

Save The Date – 
Meet Cliff

Planning is well advanced for the 
Highlands Stallion Parade evening on 25 
May and while Cliff Richard is unlikely to 
be there, it will be a great opportunity to 
meet their new man Canford Cliffs in the 
flesh. 

A Gr2 success for leading canford cliffs 
3yo cliff’s Edge in the Alister clark Stakes 
at moonee Valley on Friday was timely 
reminder of some golden and varied op-
portunities available to breeders here.

cliff’s Edge is a son of canford cliffs, an 
exceptional racer who won five Gr1 races 
in a row, in the best of company.

canford cliffs will make a public 
appearance at the Stallion Parade in ad-
vance of his first season here, alongside 
fellow newbie Rafeef, and the established 
team of Dynasty, Pathfork, Potala Palace 
and Jackson.

His smart son cliff’s Edge bounced back 
terrifically from his unplaced effort in 
the Australian Guineas two weeks ago, 
where after setting a hot gallop, including 
running a slick 10.76 seconds from the 
1400m to the 1200m mark, he had faded 
late.

But well-backed on Friday, he led all the 
way and kicked clear to win the 2040m 
Gr2 contest under Jamie mott with au-
thority.

Trainer Darren Weir said he was uncer-
tain whether cliff’s Edge would head to 
Sydney for the Rosehill Guineas and/or 
the Australian Derby.

“I don’t know,” Weir told broadcast-
er racing.com. “It’s a good problem to 
have,” he added.

New Sire Off The Mark

Jackson Icebreaker 
Highlands stallion Jackson got off the 

mark with just six runners on the track 
so far, when his son Bountiful Strength 
dug deep to win at his second start at 
Durbanville on Saturday. 

The Joey Ramsden-trained Bountiful 
Strength, bred at Highlands,  was fancied  
in the nine horse 1250m maiden Plate and 
he continued to find resolutely under Rich-
ard Fourie to beat the more experienced 
favourite Frozen Tune by a half length in a 
time of 76,31 secs.

A R700 000 2017 Emperors Palace Se-
lect Yearling Sale buy by mayfair Specula-
tors, the winning colt is out of the two-
time winner Generous Gabriella (Forest 
Wildcat).

The handsome and athletic Jackson, a 
son of Horse Of The Year Dynasty, and also 
bred by Highlands, was the top lot sold 
from the 2010 National Two Year Old Sale.

He earned over R2.3 million in a career 
which saw him bank at 13 of his 17 out-
ings. His six career wins included the Gr1 
Investec cape Derby – where Jackson beat 
dual Horse Of The Year Variety club - as 
well as the Gr1 Daily News 2000 and the 
Gr1 champions cup.

Jackson’s first  yearlings fetched up to 
R2 million in 2017. Jackson, who shares 
his broodmare sire cozzene with the great 
sire Pivotal,is from the same family as 
top-class Gone West sire Sail From Seattle, 
who is no longer with us.

Bountiful Strength has a full brother, 
#338 on the cTS April Yearling Sale.

Jackson has 9 lots on the cTS April 
Yearling Sale and 11 offspring on the BSA 
National Yearling Sale next month. Watch 
this space for more news of the Highlands 
Stallion Parade on 25 may – where you 
can meet Jackson in the flesh!

Golden Sword  
To yellow Star

Champion international trainer 
Mike de Kock labelled new Yellow 
Star sire Golden Sword ‘the best 
horse of a classy generation in my 
overseas string. At his best, he was a 
serious international competitor.’

It was thus fitting when De Kock 
enjoyed the honour of saddling the 
big son of High chaparral’s first winner 
and stakes victress. The Gr1 placed 
Belle Rose won the Listed Oaks Trial 
and made it on to the 2017/18 De Kock 
Dubai draft.

Golden Sword, a former resident of 
Summerhill Stud, has relocated to the 
De Klerk family’s Yellow Star Stud from 
the 2018 breeding season.

The stud, closely associated with SA 
Horse Of The Year and current Draken-
stein stallion Futura, as well  as Arcsa 
champion Dancewiththeedevil, is 
situated approximately 12 km outside 
the village of mooi River, the hub of 
thoroughbred breeding in Kwa-Zulu 
Natal.

Golden Sword was the second high-
est rated Northern Hemisphere bred 
son of High chaparral,  and his illustri-
ous sire’s first son to stand here when 
he arrived in 2012.

He hails from one the greatest fam-
ilies in the stud book, whose mem-
bers include the classic winning fillies 
Alexandrova and chicquita – both, like 
Golden Sword, descendants of the 
great Sadler’s Wells – as well as former 
legendary SA sire Royal Prerogative and 
Dolpour – the latter being the brood-
mare sire of The Apache.  
Read more here

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/03/golden-sword-yellow-star/
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South African bred stallions have 
left their mark on the breed in various 
ways. Champions Hawaii, Horse 
Chestnut and Wolf Power all en-
joyed success at stud overseas, with 
Hawaii siring Derby winner, Henbit, 
and featuring as broodmare sire of 
leading sire, Hennessy (grandsire of 
Scat Daddy). 

Wolf Power, whose best runners 
include G1 winner, Freedom cry,  is 
broodmare sire of multiple US champi-
on, Wise Dan (sired by a son of Hennessy), while Horse chestnut 
(a G1 sire overseas) is enjoying increasing success as a broodmare 
sire, having produced international G1 winners, cannock chase, 
Zipessa, and Suggestive Boy. Horse chestnut is also damsire of 
Saturday’s impressive 6.5 length winner of the G1 Santa margarita 
Stakes-Fault (Blame).

But what of SA bred/raced broodmares? In recent months, a 
number of locally bred broodmares have been represented on the 
international stage by stakes winners. The catalogue for the 2018 
Inglis Easter Yearling Sale features progeny of two South African 
bred mares (National colour and Trust Antonia), while the likes of 
South African bred G1 winners Dane Julia and Asylum Seeker both 
had yearlings sell at the 2018 Inglis Premier Yearling Sale. 

Former Equus champion, Asylum Seeker (count Dubois), had 
a Stratum filly make AUS$80 000, while Dane Julia (a G1 winner 
in South Africa and New Zealand) had a filly (by cox Plate winner 
Shamus Award) fetch the same amount. Both Asylum Seeker and 
Dane Julia have produced winners, Asylum Seeker’s offspring four 
time winner Seeking Asylum (Sebring) and Dane Julia dam of the 
winner Arecibo (Star Witness).

Rock Opera 
South Africa’s champion 2YO Filly of 2005, the Ascot Stud bred, 

Rock Opera (Lecture), has really made her mark at stud through 
her remarkably durable son, Heavy metal (Exceed And Excel). 
Winner of the G2 Richmond Stakes at two, the now eight-year-old 
Heavy metal has won both the G2 Al maktoum challenge R1 and 
G3 Firebreak Stakes this year.

Rock Opera also came up with another international winner this 
year when her gelded Dubawi son, Night castle, broke his maid-
en, at just the second time of asking, by five lengths at Newcastle.

Perfect Promise
A G1 winner in both South Africa and Australia, Perfect Promise 

has enjoyed a degree of success while at stud in Australia. Perfect 
Promise, dam of young KZN based sire, Redoute’s Promise (Red-
oute’s choice), has produced 2018 Listed Parramatta cup hero, 
more Energy, as well as G3 Zeditave Stakes second, Hard Promise. 
Perfect Promise has certainly been given every chance to succeed 
at stud, having visited all of Redoute’s choice, Fastnet Rock and 
Dubawi. Her QE II cup winning sister, Irridescence, produced high 
class Russian galloper, Perfect D’Or (medaglia D’Oro).

Sally Bowles
The London News sired Fillies Guineas winner Sally Bowles (whose 

third dam is the great South African 
mare, Party Time) is another locally bred 
and raced mare to leave behind a notable 
international runner. Sally Bowles’ best 
runner is consumer credit (more Than 
Ready), who won 4 times in the USA 
including a trio of stakes races. Records 
show Sally Bowles has four winners to 
her credit, including Svenskt Derby run-
ner up, London citizen (Proud citizen).

Secret Heart
The Prix Du cap winning daughter of 

Fort Wood died when she was only 15 but she left her mark with a 
pair of graded stakes winners to her name. The bay made history 
when becoming the first South African bred mare to throw a Breed-
ers cup winner, when her son, Pluck (more Than Ready), won the 
2010 G2 Breeders’ cup Turf Juvenile. Also winner of the G3Summer 
Stakes, Pluck currently stands at stud in Australia and he has three 
group winners to his name. Secret Heart is also dam of G3 Red 
carpet Handicap heroine, Three Hearts, who was purchased by 
Highlands Stud for $650 000.

Noble Heir
Directly descended from Drohsky, arguably South Africa’s great-

est ever broodmare, Noble Heir was a flying machine whose eight 
wins included the 2010 G1 computaform Sprint, where Noble 
Heir accounted for G1 winning males, mythical Flight (Jet mas-
ter), Private Jet (Orpen) and Warm White Night (Western Winter). 
Exported to Australia, Noble Heir made her mark through her 
very speedy daughter crown Witness (Star Witness), whose wins 
included the G3 Quezette Stakes.

Almah & National Colour
While neither have been represented by a stakes winner out-

side South Africa, both Almah and National colour have left their 
mark on the local turf since retiring to stud in Australia.

champion Older Female Stayer in 2002, Al mufti’s daughter is 
dam of G3 Three Troikas Stakes winner, Sensible Lover, as well as 
South African winner, Global Strike and Australian winner, Duxeva.

multiple champion National colour has been represented by 
a pair of G1 winners in South Africa in the form of Highlands sire, 
Rafeef, (whose first foals arrive this year) and Equus champion, 
mustaqeem (both by Redoute’s choice). National colour also en-
joyed success in the sales ring, with mustaaqeem fetching AUS$1.75 
million at the 2016 Inglis Easter Sale.  To date, National colour has 
been represented by four yearlings to sell for AUS$3.9 million-or 
average AUS $975 000! One can but speculate how much National 
colour’s Redoute’s choice colt will fetch at the Easter Sale.

Interestingly, National colour is one of two G1 winning daughters 
of National Assembly represented at this year’s Easter Sale. Trust An-
tonia, winner of the 2006 Allan Robertson Fillies championship (beat-
ing Sally Bowles), has a Not A Single Doubt filly on offer. However, in 
contrast to National colour, Trust Antonia has yet to be represented 
by a stakes winner, although her son, Huegill (more Than Ready), did 
run third to Helmet in the 2011 G1 caulfield Guineas. Four All four of 
Trust Antonia’s winners have been sired by more Than Ready.
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While the late great 
captain Al currently holds 
the upper hand by over 
R4 million on the 2017/18 
champion sire standings, 
our reigning champion 
and maine chance Farms 
resident Silvano (Lomitas) 
enjoys the honour of two 
sons representing him and 
South African horseracing 
at the Dubai World cup on 
31 march.
Recent Gr2 Zabeel  mile 
winner Janoobi , who last 
year gave mike de Kock 
his 3000th career winner 
when victorious in the 
Gauteng Guineas, joins 
stablemate and SA Derby 
star Al Sahem  on world 
horseracing’s richest  pro-
gramme.
Al Sahem was bred by Al 
Adiyaat SA and is out of 
the three-time winning Al 
mufti mare, Alderry.
Janoobi was bred by maine 
chance Farms and is out 
of the well related unraced 
Rakeen mare, Shasta Daisy. 
He was bought for R1,2 
million at the cape Premier 
Yearling Sale.
Silvano has produced grad-
ed winners Star Express, 
Strathdon, Bella Sonata 
and Simply Royal this sea-
son so far.
His 2017 July winning son 
marinaresco was recently 
exported.

The Full Statistics OnlIne http://www.sportingpost.co.za/horse-racing-statistics/ *Stallion dead or Retired  **Stallion Not Standing in RSA 
**Breeding operations not based in RSA  -  Statistics for Breeders & Sires reflect All earnings, incl. restricted races & handicap races

LEADING BREEDERS by STAKES    seAson 2017/2018 • 1 August - 18 March 2018

 Stakes Breeder rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 12,943,100 Summerhill Stud 302 42,858 1549 89 123 29% 3 3 3% 385 25% 3 Big Bear 1,312,500 10%
 12,097,900 Klawervlei Stud 320 37,806 1441 97 125 30% 4 5 4% 426 30% 7 Omega Onslaught 303,725 3%
 10,482,750 Drakenstein Stud 97 108,070 420 46 61 47% 2 3 4% 134 32% 8 Oh Susanna 3,687,375 35%
 9,976,300 Maine Chance 140 71,259 628 53 83 38% 7 7 13% 176 28% 5 Liege 1,203,250 12%
 8,475,500 Moutonshoek 115 73,700 521 36 52 31% 2 2 6% 136 26% 1 Undercover Agent 3,885,625 46%
 8,285,613 Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein 174 47,618 744 66 90 38% 4 5 6% 231 31% 6 Zen Arcade 484,375 6%
 7,165,850 Highlands 135 53,080 635 59 76 44% 3 5 5% 162 26% 6 Eyes Wide Open 878,000 12%
 5,857,663 Varsfontein Stud 96 61,017 454 37 52 39% 2 3 5% 142 31% 12 Surcharge 645,000 11%
 5,293,800 Scott Bros 142 37,280 746 44 55 31% 0 0 0% 208 28% 4 Premier Show 292,975 6%

LEADING SIRES by STAKES    seAson 2017/2018 • 1 August - 18 March 2018
 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 16,035,163 *Captain Al 144 111,355 598 54 73 38% 5 9 9% 213 36% 13 Undercover Agent 3,885,625 24%
 11,833,025 Silvano 208 56,890 868 83 116 40% 6 8 7% 260 30% 12 Marinaresco 537,500 5%
 9,506,200 Trippi 124 76,663 560 54 77 44% 1 2 2% 207 37% 7 Miss Katalin 1,653,750 17%
 9,414,025 Dynasty 127 74,126 512 55 85 43% 10 12 18% 134 26% 7 Liege 1,203,250 13%
 8,331,488 Var 203 41,042 868 66 90 33% 2 3 3% 258 30% 5 Star Burst Galaxy 280,825 3%
 7,740,151 What A Winter 78 99,233 294 35 39 45% 1 1 3% 83 28% 3 Dutch Philip 3,823,975 49%
 6,971,575 Querari 103 67,685 441 43 61 42% 3 4 7% 133 30% 4 Monks Hood 1,030,875 15%
 5,754,600 Gimmethegreenlight 134 42,945 600 45 55 34% 1 2 2% 162 27% 8 Surcharge 645,000 11%
 5,694,225 *Kahal 115 49,515 597 45 64 39% 1 1 2% 175 29% 5 Pure Blonde 276,600 5%

LEADING SIRES of 3YO’S by STAKES    seAson 2017/2018 • 1 August - 18 March 2018

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 11,327,388 *Captain Al 49 231,171 226 28 38 57% 3 6 11% 84 37% 3 Undercover Agent 3,885,625 34%
 7,319,101 What A Winter 60 121,985 266 31 35 52% 1 1 3% 77 29% 3 Dutch Philip 3,823,975 52%
 5,109,250 Trippi 40 127,731 184 22 28 55% 0 0 0% 76 41% 4 Miss Katalin 1,653,750 32%
 4,347,225 Silvano 82 53,015 312 39 51 48% 0 0 0% 94 30% 3 Silver Thursday 221,250 5%
 4,218,775 Querari 46 91,713 195 19 27 41% 2 3 11% 56 29% 1 Monks Hood 1,030,875 24%
 4,033,425 **Street Cry 4 1,008,356 20 4 7 100% 1 2 25% 5 25% 2 Oh Susanna 3,687,375 91%
 3,764,950 Gimmethegreenlight 74 50,878 354 27 34 36% 1 2 4% 91 26% 5 Surcharge 645,000 17%
 3,604,088 Var 70 51,487 323 29 36 41% 0 0 0% 110 34% 1 Speedpoint 263,500 7%
 3,560,350 Dynasty 52 68,468 197 22 30 42% 3 4 14% 45 23% 3 Eyes Wide Open 878,000 25%

LEADING SIRES by STAKES on Polytrack    seAson 2017/2018 • 1 August - 18 March 2018                            

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 1,661,013 *Sail From Seattle 59 28,153 163 21 27 36% 0 0 0% 53 33% 0 Candy Crush 147,750 9%
 1,594,025 Trippi 43 37,070 128 13 20 30% 0 0 0% 60 47% 0 Miracle Bureau 269,225 17%
 1,278,625 Var 77 16,606 207 11 12 14% 0 0 0% 57 28% 0 Miss Varlicious 128,875 10%
 1,241,175 Silvano 50 24,824 110 16 20 32% 0 0 0% 25 23% 1 Argenteus 110,000 9%
 1,145,750 Gimmethegreenlight 52 22,034 127 11 15 21% 0 0 0% 34 27% 0 Accidental Tourist 150,000 13%
 1,127,500 Querari 36 31,319 104 13 17 36% 0 0 0% 31 30% 0 Desert Wisdom 176,600 16%
 1,092,350 Visionaire 42 26,008 99 11 16 26% 0 0 0% 29 29% 0 Minds Eye 162,150 15%
 1,050,125 *Kahal 42 25,003 101 10 13 24% 0 0 0% 25 25% 0 Kahula 188,500 18%

          LEADING SIRES of 3YO’S by AEPR  seAson 2017/2018 • 1 August - 18 March 2018

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 11,327,388 *Captain Al 49 231,171 226 28 38 57% 3 6 11% 84 37% 3 Undercover Agent 3,885,625 34%
 5,109,250 Trippi 40 127,731 184 22 28 55% 0 0 0% 76 41% 4 Miss Katalin 1,653,750 32%
 7,319,101 What A Winter 60 121,985 266 31 35 52% 1 1 3% 77 29% 3 Dutch Philip 3,823,975 52%
 4,218,775 Querari 46 91,713 195 19 27 41% 2 3 11% 56 29% 1 Monks Hood 1,030,875 24%
 3,070,575 Await The Dawn 36 85,294 192 19 24 53% 0 0 0% 52 27% 0 Big Bear 1,312,500 43%
 959,550 Alado 12 79,963 61 6 10 50% 1 1 17% 18 30% 0 Rocket Countdown 350,000 36%
 1,683,525 Ideal World 23 73,197 102 11 17 48% 2 3 18% 24 24% 2 Zen Arcade 484,375 29%
 3,560,350 Dynasty 52 68,468 197 22 30 42% 3 4 14% 45 23% 3 Eyes Wide Open 878,000 25%
 694,750 Go Deputy 11 63,159 44 5 9 45% 0 0 0% 15 34% 1 Widow’s Lamp 195,900 28%

with 20 or more rnrs

LEADING SIRES of 2YO’S by STAKES    seAson 2017/2018 • 1 August - 18 March 2018

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 677,100 Var 27 25,078 39 8 10 30% 0 0 0% 9 23% 1 Val-La-Ree 128,125 19%
 591,050 *Sail From Seattle 24 24,627 45 8 8 33% 0 0 0% 17 38% 0 Star Flyer 81,500 14%
 470,025 Bold Silvano 11 42,730 24 3 6 27% 1 1 33% 4 17% 0 Bold Eagle 159,375 34%
 462,450 Oratorio 14 33,032 29 5 7 36% 0 0 0% 7 24% 1 Carlita 120,625 26%
 421,050 What A Winter 18 23,392 28 4 4 22% 0 0 0% 6 21% 0 Agent Of Fortune 218,750 52%
 305,750 Querari 13 23,519 18 4 4 31% 1 1 25% 9 50% 2 Dagmar 93,750 31%
 304,000 Crusade 13 23,385 32 3 3 23% 0 0 0% 11 34% 0 Lady Abigail 87,500 29%
 297,375 Gimmethegreenlight 12 24,781 21 3 3 25% 0 0 0% 10 48% 0 Stream Ahead 89,125 30%

An 
Honour

http://www.highlandsstud.co.za/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/breeder17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/sire17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/sire17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/sire17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/sire17.pdf
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/sire17.pdf
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Richard The Great
cape freelance jockey Richard 

Fourie continues to show that, 
pound-for-pound, he has no peers 
when it comes to getting the 
best out of his rides. The 32 year 
old carletonville-born fisherman 
booted home four winners at Dur-
banville on Saturday – two for Joey 
Ramsden and one each for Greg 

Ennion and Paul Reeves. Fourie is on a 19% win strike-rate 
and  9th on the national log. He doesn’t travel much but 
could be seen in KZN for the big season.

Sugar Hill Gang
Veteran KZN trainer Doug 

campbell enjoyed a great double at 
Greyville on Wednesday. Anthony 
Delpech won the first on muhtafal 
filly Rose Hill, and Anton marcus fol-
lowed up in the second on Pathfork 
grey, Pathway To Glory. While his 
yard may not have the buying power 

of some of the big players, Doug is a true horseman with a 
history dating  back to amateur racing in the early 1960’s. 
He took out his licence in 1978 and operates out of Sugar 
Hill, his private training centre in Richmond in the KwaZu-
lu-Natal midlands.

Feature Focus
Gavin Lerena is back to his cham-

pion best after a bout of Glandular 
Fever knocked him low for two 
months in late December. He rode 
three winners – two for Johan Janse 

van Vuuren – at the 
Vaal on Tuesday. 
The  pair have a 
close on 20% win 
strike-rate. While 
he is way off his 
regular top-three 
log position, Gavin 
is a man for the big 

day and the combination with Janse van Vuuren  can be 
followed on the Highveld and KZN from 1 may.

R a c i n g  T o  W i n

FOLLOw US

Richard Fourie – best 
value in town

Gavin Lerena and 
Johan Janse van 

Vuuren – big match 
temperament

Doug Campbell –  
experience counts

LEADING TRAINERS by STAKES
seAson 2017/2018 • 1 August - 18 March 2018

 trainer runs wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd 1st 1st stakes stks/
    %  % %  % four four%  runs

 J Snaith 765 110 14% 137 18% 33% 86 11% 342 45% 18,981,475 24,812
 SG Tarry 763 65 9% 103 13% 21% 78 10% 287 38% 12,976,900 17,008
 C Bass-Robinson 626 69 11% 77 12% 29% 57 9% 260 42% 12,067,050 19,276
 BJ Crawford 487 65 13% 91 19% 24% 64 13% 222 46% 10,469,100 21,497
 MF de Kock 462 79 17% 143 31% 34% 57 12% 247 53% 8,879,863 19,220
 AC Greeff 624 84 13% 124 20% 32% 84 13% 307 49% 5,951,350 9,537
 GS Kotzen 538 54 10% 59 11% 27% 47 9% 198 37% 5,728,050 10,647
 PA Peter 392 58 15% 73 19% 30% 35 9% 163 42% 5,688,013 14,510
 MG & AA Azzie 341 45 13% 60 18% 23% 49 14% 150 44% 5,572,025 16,340
 D Kannemeyer 287 39 14% 50 17% 42% 34 12% 125 44% 4,610,050 16,063
 DR Drier 343 44 13% 70 20% 36% 42 12% 168 49% 4,602,538 13,418
 AG Laird 289 37 13% 56 19% 34% 30 10% 122 42% 4,176,275 14,451
 JAJ v Vuuren 290 35 12% 48 17% 21% 42 14% 140 48% 4,143,000 14,286
 J Ramsden 334 37 11% 49 15% 31% 41 12% 142 43% 4,040,425 12,097
 GD Smith 740 47 6% 43 6% 30% 75 10% 253 34% 4,034,275 5,452
 DC Howells 345 39 11% 58 17% 31% 43 12% 149 43% 3,972,400 11,514

LEADING JOCKEYS by WINS
seAson 2017/2018 • 1 August - 18 March 2018

 jockey rides wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd 1st 1st stakes stks/
    %  % %  % four four%  rides
 A Delpech 504 132 26% 203 40% 38% 92 18% 327 65% 13,910,113 27,599
 L Hewitson 874 94 11% 108 12% 25% 99 11% 391 45% 9,709,563 11,109
 M Yeni 818 85 10% 127 16% 21% 80 10% 368 45% 7,864,876 9,615
 A Domeyer 420 85 20% 124 30% 35% 51 12% 249 59% 7,648,250 18,210
 A Marcus 334 81 24% 158 47% 35% 55 16% 203 61% 8,548,738 25,595
 C Murray 580 79 14% 104 18% 32% 65 11% 245 42% 6,888,925 11,877
 K De Melo 699 78 11% 90 13% 30% 84 12% 315 45% 7,860,500 11,245
 R Fourie 416 77 19% 99 24% 30% 57 14% 223 54% 7,169,150 17,234
 G Wrogemann 637 75 12% 71 11% 35% 73 11% 273 43% 8,023,188 12,595
 G Cheyne 475 70 15% 108 23% 31% 72 15% 267 56% 6,289,825 13,242
 G Lerena 325 69 21% 122 38% 33% 58 18% 196 60% 6,698,088 20,610
 G v Niekerk 342 69 20% 72 21% 29% 52 15% 208 61% 15,869,675 46,403
 C Zackey 683 59 9% 56 8% 21% 61 9% 258 38% 6,264,388 9,172
 R Munger 820 58 7% 30 4% 33% 54 7% 258 31% 4,860,700 5,928
 W Kennedy 470 52 11% 48 10% 29% 53 11% 193 41% 4,489,800 9,553
 K Zechner 633 51 8% 43 7% 16% 60 9% 238 38% 4,805,101 7,591
 P Strydom 343 48 14% 68 20% 19% 46 13% 149 43% 6,052,138 17,645

LEADING TRAINERS/JOCKEYS by WINS %
seAson 2017/2018 • 1 August - 18 March 2018

 trainer/ runs wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd stakes stks/
 jockey   %  % %  %  runs

 BJ Crawford/A Delpech 26 12 46% 14 54% 36% 6 23% 860,675 33,103
 MF de Kock/A Delpech 98 32 33% 47 48% 47% 15 15% 3,189,225 32,543
 PL Lunn/K De Melo 32 10 31% 4 13% 75% 4 13% 679,425 21,232
 GV Woodruff/G Lerena 40 12 30% 21 53% 48% 7 18% 942,550 23,564
 J Ramsden/A Marcus 33 10 30% 15 45% 47% 5 15% 899,600 27,261
 PA Peter/G Lerena 38 11 29% 18 47% 33% 7 18% 1,309,675 34,465
 D Kannemeyer/A Delpech 75 21 28% 36 48% 44% 16 21% 2,003,475 26,713
 AC Greeff/A Domeyer 67 18 27% 34 51% 41% 8 12% 1,006,525 15,023
 J Snaith/G v Niekerk 137 36 26% 38 28% 37% 22 16% 8,802,800 64,254
 LW Goosen/G Wrogemann 91 20 22% 20 22% 40% 19 21% 1,865,000 20,495
 J Snaith/B Fayd’herbe 142 30 21% 38 27% 32% 16 11% 5,494,100 38,691
 J Snaith/R Fourie 81 17 21% 26 32% 31% 10 12% 1,313,925 16,221
 ML Roberts/A Arries 58 12 21% 9 16% 22% 4 7% 819,475 14,129
 AC Greeff/G Cheyne 223 44 20% 78 35% 29% 50 22% 3,155,800 14,152
 MF de Kock/C Murray 130 26 20% 53 41% 30% 16 12% 2,491,150 19,163

http://dkannemeyerracing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sportingpost/
https://twitter.com/sportingpost
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/horse-racing-statistics/
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How horses performed in South Africa’s 
black type races, expressed in points based 
on the kind of races and how far behind 
the winner they finished. 
A full explanation of the point system and 
the complete list of point earners is on the 
Sporting Post website. 

TOP EARNERS for 2017/2018
(to 18 march2018)

horse  age sex points races
Legal Eagle 6 c 184 3
Oh Susanna 3 f 172 3
Snowdance 3 f 170 3
Eyes Wide Open 3 c 120 2
Liege 5 c 100 1
Sergeant Hardy 4 c 100 1
captain America 7 c 90 3
marinaresco 5 c 78 2
Will Pays 6 c 76 3
Last Winter 4 c 70 2
Tap O' Noth 3 c 70 1
Wonderwall 3 c 62 2
monks Hood 3 c 60 2
Silicone Valley 7 c 50 1
milton 6 c 50 1
Let It Rain 5 c 50 1
Hat Puntano 4 c 50 1
Bishop's Bounty 4 c 50 1
The Thinker 4 c 50 1
copper Force 4 c 46 1
Girl On The Run 5 f 45 2
coral Fever 5 c 44 2
Sail South 7 c 43 1
Live Life 4 f 42 2
White River 3 c 40 2
Trip To Heaven 6 c 38 1
Nother Russia 5 f 37 2
Bella Sonata 5 f 32 2
magical Wonderland 3 f 30 1
Takingthepeace 3 f 30 1
Rocket countdown 3 c 30 1
Just Sensual 4 f 30 1

The Pressure is Off!
Eight-times SA Champion Trainer Mike 

de Kock has never been a man whose 
feathers are ever ruffled by big-ticket 
pressure. 

But even he will be feeling a sense of re-
lief after record-breaking yearling Ghaalla 
showed some classy fight and ability to 
win on her 2yo debut at Turffontein on 
Saturday.

The R5 million daughter of super-sire 
Var carries the label of the most expensive 
yearling ever to be purchased off South 
Africa’s longest established sale, and she 
took the first step to showing she could 
go on and provide plenty of thrills for us in 
the years ahead.

Ridden by Gavin Lerena, Ghaalla, who 
eased to 5-4 at the off, was always in touch 
in the 1160m Juvenile Plate and quickened 
like a sensible horse at the 300m.

captain Al daughter, and fellow first-tim-
er, celtic Sea challenged Ghaalla all the way 
to the line. But one just had the sense that 
Lerena always had things under control.

The top two were five lengths ahead of 
the rest. It was a commendable perfor-
mance given that the Var progeny general-
ly aren’t mad about any give in the going.

Winning jockey Gavin Lerena paid trib-
ute to Diane de Kock for the fine job that 
she does in prepping the youngsters.

Bought for R5 million by Form Bloodstock 
for Shadwell SA at the 2017 BSA National 
Yearling Sale, the price tag of the Vars-
fontein Stud bred Ghaalla surpassed the 
previous high-water mark of R4,75 million 
paid for Savannah cat in 2015.

By Avontuur flagbearer Var (Forest Wild-
cat), Ghaalla is out of the winning captain 
Al mare Fidelity, a three parts sister to Gr3 
East cape Derby winner captain Splendid 
and a half-sister to Gr2 winning sire mas-
ter Of my Fate, and the four time stakes 
winner Justthewayyouare.

Her second dam is Equus champion 
Promisefrommyheart, whose six career 
wins included successes in the Gr1 Triple 
Tiara 1600 and Gr1 SA Fillies Guineas.

She could bump recent Listed Ruffian 
Stakes winning stablemate Dagmar in the 
SA Fillies Nursery next month.

Phumelela Shareprice
    date close high low volume

20mar 1389 1399 1255 22,931
19mar 1303 1500 1303 22,472
16mar 1450 1450 1400 2,165
15mar 1450 1450 1444 370
14mar 1450 1450 1450 0
13mar 1450 1450 1450 330
12mar 1450 1450 1400 5,267 
09mar 1400 1400 1400 177

d I G e s t  d I A r y

Features To Come
Fri 23 march (L) East Cape Nursery (2yoF) 
  1200m Fairview (T)

Sun 25 march Gr3 Kings Cup  
  1600m Greyville (T)

Fri 30 march (L) East Cape Guineas (3yo’s) 
  1600m Fairview (T)

Sat 31 march  Gr2 Senor Santa S.  
  1200m Turffontein (S)

  Gr2 Colorado King S. 
  2000m Turffontein (S)

  Gr3 Sycamore Sprint (F&m) 
  1200m Turffontein (S)

  (L) Derby Trial (3yo’s) 
  2000m Turffontein (S)

  (L) Oaks Trial (3yoF) 
  2000m Turffontein (S)

Sun 1 April      (L) KwaZulu-Natal S. (F&m) 
     1000m Scottsville

Sat 7 April   Gr1 S A Classic (3yo’s) 
  1800m Turffontein (S)

  Gr1 Chestnut Stakes 
  1600m Turffontein (S)

  Gr1 S A Fillies Classic (3yoF) 
  1800m Turffontein (S)

  Gr3 Caradoc Gold Cup 
  2850m Turffontein (S)

         Gr3 Man O’War Sprint (3yo’s) 
  1100m Turffontein (S)

  (L) Jacaranda Hcp (F&m) 
  1800m Turffontein (S)

  Gr3 Protea S. (2yo’s) 
  1100m Turffontein (S)

  Gr3 Pretty Poly S. (2yoF) 
  1100m Turffontein (S)

Sun 8 April   Gr3 Byerley Turk (3yo’s) 
  1400m Greyville (P/T)

  Gr3 umzimkhulu S. (3yoF) 
  1400m Greyville (P/T)

Next Auction Sales
Thurs-Fri  CTS April Yearling Sale 
12-13 April Durbanville Racecourse

Tues-Thurs BSA National Yearling Sale 
24-26 April Germiston

can be purchased here

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/score-card/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
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b l A c k  t y p e  r e s u l t s

Sporting Post 

ABILITY RATINGS (AR) 

puts every horse in its place

can be purchased here

Doing The Splits
Turffontein, 17 March

 The two 1800m races, Drum Star Handicap and Pinnacle Stakes, were both false run, 
decided in a sprint home.

The Pinnacle Stakes was very steady early on and the overall time, comparatively, was 
the second slowest of the five races around the turn.

Pilou, the pacemaker in the Drum Star Handicap, raced clear throughout and was 
some seven lengths to the good going through the 400m.

There was no real pace in the middle Stakes and the time was a very slow one.
The 1400m maiden Plate was slow early before the sprint home.
Note: Officially there was no time taken for the MR76 Handicap

	 1st	 2nd	 false	 400m	 finish	 time	 1st	call-	 f/rail	
	 call	 call	 rail	 	 	 /1000m	 f/rail	 finish
1400m
maiden  33.17 44.62 63.55 85.86 (61.3) ------ 41.24
mR76  32.40 43.88 61.71 85.64 (61.2) ------ 41.76
1800m
Pinnacle S. 40.91 58.46 70.08 88.09 112.30  (62.4) 29.17 42.22
Drum Star S. 39.74 56.58 67.92 ------ 111.47  (61.9) 28.18 43.55
without Pilou 40.46 57.62 69.96 87.52 111.47  (61.9) 29.50 41.51  
2850m
middle S. 113.24 131.02 143.05 161.86 186.50  (65.4) 29.81 43.45

turffontein (stand side)  
saturday, 17 March

Course Variant: 1.81s slow (bend)
Following the 50mm of rain of the previous week, no 
rain fell in the seven days leading up to this meeting, 

and with 12mm of irrigation the penetrometer read 22; 
the going was posted as good. There was a 20km/h 

north easterly cross/tail wind, and the false rail was out 
6m on the bend with a 6m spur at the 700m mark.

Anthony Delpech had the favourite Secret 
Captain relaxed in midfield and he made 
his move at the 400m as Dawn Assault 
accelerated.

With the pacemaker fading out, it was left 
to Secret Captain and Dawn Assault to slog 
things out.

As Secret Captain lugged out on to Dawn 
Assault and dragged him outwards, Marco van 
Rensburg kept his head and his mount proved 
the stronger, despite the interference.

Dawn Assault beat Secret Captain by 0,40 
lengths in a time of 111, 65 secs.

The bridesmaid Secret Captain remains 
a two-time winner and a difficult horse to 
risk the rent money on. His record shows a 
maiden victory on debut and an administrative 
first in the Gr2 KZN Guineas, courtesy of the 
disqualification of Janoobi.

Kilrain produced a strong late run from 
some way off, but appeared to run on to Dawn 
Assault’s heels and finished a head away in 
third.

Dawn Assault was bred by Graystone Stud 
and is a son of Call To Combat (Announce) out 
of the two-time winner Cayman Ridge (Al Mufti)

He went through the ring at the 2015 KZN 
Yearling Sale but was bought back by Hadlow 
Stud.

Dawn Assault has won 5 races with 14 
places from 31 starts for stakes of R512 925.

Call To Combat was trained and bred by St 
John Gray who stood him as a stallion for 

Drum Star Handicap (Listed)    R150,000 

Born For Battle
Gauteng based owner-trainer and breeder St 
John Gray had plenty of cause to celebrate at 
Turffontein on Saturday. 
His stallion Call To Combat marked his first 
stakes winner courtesy of a gutsy victory by 
Dawn Assault in the R150 000 Listed Drum 
Star Handicap.
More of a boutique sire for his gentleman 
breeder, Call To Combat has not covered many 
mares in his six seasons at stud, but his 4yo 
son Dawn Assault – still a colt – looks capable 
of going on to improve on his current record.

Raymond Danielson took the 1800m 
handicap by the scruff of the neck and had 
Pilou six lengths ahead of the pack turning into 
the home straight.

Muzi Yeni was the first to move as Fareeq 
drew alongside topweight Arctica at the 500m.

Graystone Stud at Hadlow Stud. Call To Combat 
has moved on to Cash Truter in Kroonstad.

Call To Combat achieved seven wins, with 
a peak victory in the 2011 Listed Wolf Power 
1600. He ran fourth in the Listed Drum Star in 
2010 behind Golden Chariot.

Drum Star Handicap (L) 1800m
Winner Dawn Assault (best handicapped 
6/1) raced 5th; led 100m; ran on strongly
Runner-up Secret Captain raced sixth; was 
a neck behind the winner at 400m; ran on; 
hanging 
Third Kilrain raced 7th; just a half-length 
behind the winner at 400m; ran on 
Time: Comparatively this was the joint 
second fastest of the five races around the 
turn, but in what was a false paced affair 
the pacemaker Pilou raced clear for most of 
the journey, and held a 7 lengths advantage 
going through the 400m. The race was 
decided in a sprint home. Not a result to 
put faith in in terms of ratings. We gave the 
runner-up (prev 84/60/81/83/85) 85 which 
makes the winner (prev 59/85/86/83/97) 91 
and the third (prev 82/86/84/86/86) 89

 
91   1   0.00 Dawn assault  (6) 57.5 M v Rensburg  6/1 
4 b c Call To Combat - Cayman Ridge (Al Mufti) 
85   2   0.40 secret captain  (1) 55.0 A Delpech  2/1 
4 gr g Captain Al - Mystic Spring(IRE) (Royal Academy) 
89   3   0.50 Kilrain  (9) 57.0 R Munger  13/1 
6 b g Dynasty - Attache (Elliodor) 
80   4   2.50 Top Shot  (2) 55.0 C Maujean      22/1      
79   5   2.75 Pilou  (8) 54.5 R Danielson    28/1      
79   5   2.75 Chepardo  (3) 54.5 M Mjoka         11/1      
83   7   3.00 Fareeq  (10) 56.5 M Yeni              9/1      
81   8   5.50 The Elmo Effect  (4) 58.0 S Brown         50/1      
82   9   7.00 Arctica  (7) 60.0 P Strydom      13/1      
65   10   8.75 Shenanigans  (5) 53.5 L Hewitson   26/10      
time: 111.65s (62.03s avg/1000m, or 58km/h)          sp total %: 118%
1st  t:SD Gray O:Mr St John D Gray B:Graystone Stud 

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
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1st & 2nd season sires – 2yo’s
AWAIT THE DAWN (Giant's Causeway)
Aloysius 2c (Rush To Stardom by Windrush)

Fairview 1 Juvenile Plate 1000m (23/03)
Abramo 2c (Allyandro by Western Winter)

Fairview 1 Juvenile Plate 1000m (23/03)
Adone 2c (Wear The Gold by Rich man's Gold)

Fairview 1 Juvenile Plate 1000m (23/03)
BYWORD (Peintre Celebre)
Adalfieri 2c (Bedouin by Var)

Fairview 1 Juvenile Plate 1000m (23/03)
CRUSADE (Mr Greeley)
Alfeo 2c (Singapura cat by Black minnaloushe)

Fairview 1 Juvenile Plate 1000m (23/03)
John Snow 2c (Speedy Guest by Northern Guest)

Greyville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 1200m (25/03)
malvasia 2c (Skinny Dip by Tiger Ridge)

Greyville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 1200m (25/03)
Noemi 2f (Sully's Landing by Jet master)

Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)
DUKE OF MARMALADE (Danehill)
marmalade Sky 2f (Rei Rei by Doowaley)

Durbanville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate (Fillies) 1250m (24/03)
European Roller 2f (cape Sugarbird by Trippi)

Durbanville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate (Fillies) 1250m (24/03)
Santa clara 2f (Shina by Lomitas)

Durbanville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate (Fillies) 1250m (24/03)
EIGHTFOLD PATH (Giant's Causeway)
Born A Bully 2c (Love Leah by Restructure)

Fairview 1 Juvenile Plate 1000m (23/03)
JACKSON (Dynasty)
Dancing moonlight 2c (Silver Olive Grove by Dixieland Band)

Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)
Ontopoftheworld 2c (Fly All Day by Jet master)

Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)
Reymundo 2c (Taj mahal Trip by Trippi)

Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)
MARCHFIELD (A P Indy)
Italian Way 2c (Via cosa coma by Al mufti)

Greyville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 1200m (25/03)
MASTER OF MY FATE (Jet Master)
Goliath Heron 2c (Water Bird by Silvano)

Greyville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 1200m (25/03)
Triple Fate Line 2c (Tina's Trip by Trippi)

Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)

NOBLE TUNE (Unbridled's Song)
Paths Of Victory 2c (Victory Garden by Solskjaer)

Greyville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate 1200m (25/03)
Adona 2f (Grammatica by caesour)

Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)
ORATORIO (Danehill)
carlita 2f (Auburn Annio by Point Given)

Fairview 7 East Cape Fillies Nursery (2yo's)(Listed) 1200m 
(23/03)

Not Now Pussycat 2f (Ginger cat by Black minnaloushe)
Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)

POTALA PALACE (Singspiel)
Watsonia 2f (cape Floral by Fort Wood)

Fairview 7 East Cape Fillies Nursery (2yo's)(Listed) 1200m 
(23/03)

Imperial Royal 2f (Irish Royal by Kalanisi)
Greyville 10 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)

THE APACHE (Mogok)
cape Leopard 2c (Darley Rose by Fusaichi Pegasus)

Fairview 1 Juvenile Plate 1000m (23/03)
WHAT A WINTER (Western Winter)
Tasunke 2f (Roczinta by Rock of Gibraltar)

Fairview 7 East Cape Fillies Nursery (2yo's)(Listed) 1200m 
(23/03)

WHERE'S THAT TIGER (Storm Cat)
Talk The Tiger 2f (Untold Stories by Right Approach)

Durbanville 1 Maiden Juvenile Plate (Fillies) 1250m (24/03)
 

2nd season sires – 3yo’s
AWAIT THE DAWN (Giant's Causeway)
Zulu Dawn 3f (Ithala by Albarahin)

Vaal 6 MR 70 Handicap (F&M) 1600m (24/03)
BYWORD (Peintre Celebre)
What A Story 3c (She's A Star by Eli's Star)

Vaal 2 Maiden Plate 1450m (24/03)
Fly By Skye 3c (Wings Over Skye by Jet master)

Greyville 4 MR 66 Handicap 2400m (25/03)
Eternal Words 3f (Eternal Lady by Jallad)

Greyville 5 MR 76 Handicap (F&M) 1600m (25/03)
Taranaki 3c (Urabamba by Fort Wood)

Greyville 8 Maiden Plate 1600m (25/03)
Wishful Words 3f (Linsumi by Linney Head)

Greyville 11 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-03-23&trackid=5&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-03-23&trackid=5&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-03-23&trackid=5&race=1
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http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-03-25&trackid=4&race=10
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CRUSADE (Mr Greeley)
Grey Halo 3c (Silver Halo by mogok)

Fairview 3 Maiden Plate 1400m (23/03)
Dr Henry 3c (magic Treasure by Goldkeeper)

Greyville 8 Maiden Plate 1600m (25/03)
colour crusade 3c (All colours by Silvano)

Greyville 11 Barrier Trials (Polytrack) 1000m (25/03)
EIGHTFOLD PATH (Giant's Causeway)
War Demon 3c (Tacoma by Lunar Lumberjack)

Greyville 8 Maiden Plate 1600m (25/03)
IRISH FLAME (Dynasty)
Irish Brave 3c (case Stated by London News)

Fairview 3 Maiden Plate 1400m (23/03)
Romano 3c (Ever Peron by Silvano)

Fairview 4 Maiden Plate 2000m (23/03)
Just my Style 3f (Onawingandaprayer by Jet master)

Greyville 5 MR 76 Handicap (F&M) 1600m (25/03)
MARCHFIELD (A P Indy)
Unrivalled 3c (Rosie Perez by cordoba)

Durbanville 5 Maiden Plate 2000m (24/03)
middlemarch 3c (Romantic Girl by Al mufti)

Durbanville 6 MR 76 Handicap 2000m (24/03)
ORATORIO (Danehill)
Escamillo 3c (Sangria Girl by Wolfhound)

Vaal 2 Maiden Plate 1450m (24/03)
Opera 3f (Dual Honour by Al mufti)

Vaal 3 MR 72 Handicap (F&M) 1000m (24/03)
Sequined 3f (Scintilla by Silvano)

Durbanville 4 MR 79 Handicap (F&M) 1250m (24/03)
Aldo's chase 3c (Sermonize by Strike Smartly)

Greyville 2 MR 74 Handicap 1900m (25/03)
TWICE OVER (Observatory)
Double Black 3f (Royale Noir by Black minnaloushe)

Durbanville 4 MR 79 Handicap (F&M) 1250m (24/03)
Studio Blues 3f (Six Blue Notes by Qui Danzig)

Durbanville 5 Maiden Plate 2000m (24/03)
Parade Of Nations 3c (Plaisir De Fete by Fort Wood)

Durbanville 5 Maiden Plate 2000m (24/03)
Rock my Soul 3c (Rockie Bright by Rock of Gibraltar)

Durbanville 6 MR 76 Handicap 2000m (24/03)
meliora 3c (mirabile by Spectrum)

Durbanville 8 MR 76 Handicap 1600m (24/03)
WHAT A WINTER (Western Winter)
Sunny 3c (Gold Trip by Trippi)

Fairview 3 Maiden Plate 1400m (23/03)
Snow Goose 3f (Assembly Dancer by National Assembly)

Durbanville 3 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1250m (24/03)
Eskimo Nell 3f (Nella Fantasia by Giant's causeway)

Durbanville 3 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1250m (24/03)

Notable Maiden winners
VISIONAIRE
Rated AR 80 In Cahoots (2c Deceptive charm by Kingmambo)

Juvenile Plate Turffontein (stand side) (1160m) (17/3)
Easy to back in this his first racecourse appearance, Sean Tarry’s 
charge was soon up handy. He was ridden to lead as they ap-
proached the 200m marker and went on to beat a very promis-
ing sort going away by a length and a quarter.

VAR
Rated AR 85 Ghaalla (2f Fidelity by captain Al)

Juvenile Plate (fillies) Turffontein (stand side) (1160m) (17/3)
A R5m purchase from the National Sale, this daughter of Var 
was making her debut here. She broke well, and soon posi-
tioned in second, raced prominent throughout. She commenced 
battle with the front running celtic Sea (another interesting 
newcomer) 150m out and with the rest left trailing in their 
wake, she got the verdict by a short head.

Horses To Follow
SILVANO
Rated AR 99 Orchid Island (4f Ilha Grande by Tiger Ridge)

Pinnacle Stakes Turffontein (stand side) (1800m) (17/3)
Now a winner of five of her thirteen career outings to date, this 
daughter of Silvano ran on very nicely when winning each of her 
last two starts. She came from the rear here, and with some in 
hand won going away by a length.

winners Bred Abroad
Roy's Vogue (AUS) 3f Bernardini - Fairest One(AUS)  
(Danehill Dancer)   

Greyville 2000m (14/03)

Zinzara (AUS) 5m Husson - Overspeed(AUS) (Fastnet Rock)
Greyville 1200m (14/03)

My Favourite Brown (AUS) 5g Big Brown - collodi(AUS)  
(Testa Rossa) 
       Vaal 2000m (15/03)

Roy's Stingray (AUS) 3f charge Forward - mythical Play(NZ)  
(Defensive Play) 

Greyville 1400m (18/03)

Sir Bernadini (AUS) 3g Bernardini - Redesign(AUS) (commands) 
       Greyville 1400m (18/03)

check the notable Maiden winners & Horses for the notebook on this page
- see how promising the sporting post ability ratings (AR) say they are.

is your Horse One To follow?
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MISSED RECENT RESuLTS?       Click here for a quick link to the Sporting Post website

s p o r t s  A n d  b e t t I n G

international friendlies  
Preview

Club football goes on 
hold as the interna-
tional break returns. 
There are some crack-
ing friendly matches 
to look forward to 
this week and lots of 
money to be made. 

To catch up with Chadley Nagel previews CLICK HERE

Friday 23 March
17/4 russia | draw 11/4 | Brazil 13/20 (18:00)

Back the Brazilians to oust their opponents. 

11/4 Greece | 2/1 | Switzerland 11/10 (20:00)
A tight affair is expected with the draw tipped at 2/1.

19/20 argentina | 9/4 | italy 31/10 (21:45)
Argentina have won their last two meetings against Italy 
and I’m backing them to come out on top. 

14/10 Germany | 9/4 | Spain 19/10 (21:45)
With both teams packed with attacking talent, I’m backing 
Both Teams to Score at 15/20.

16/10 Netherlands | 43/20 | England 7/4 (21:45)
I’m backing the Dutch to win at 16/10. 

11/20 Portugal | 28/10 | Egypt 5/1 (21:45)
Back Both Teams to Score at 23/20.

21/20 Poland | 9/4 | Nigeria 26/10 (21:45)
The Super Eagles have an abundance of talent at their 
disposal and I’m backing them on the Win/Draw Double 
chance at 15/20.

15/20 austria | 5/2 | Slovenia 7/2 (21:45)
Austria are tipped to win.

13/20 France | 26/10 | colombia 17/4 (22:00)
With the likes of Antoine Griezmann, Kylian mbappe and 
Paul Pogba, Le Bleus should prove too strong. 

Saturday 24 March
36/10 Peru | 22/10 | croatia 17/20 (03:00)

I’m expecting a tightly-contested affair with the draw 
tipped at 22/10.

37/20 Sweden | 21/10 | chile 31/20 (19:00)
Sweden are tipped on the Win/Draw Double chance at 
5/10.

trEBLE @ 5/1
Brazil Win 13/20 
Portugal vs Egypt BTTS 23/20 
France Win 13/20

Boxing – Clever?
While Phumelela are telling us that the move is a logical 

one, with all the problems and unresolved challenges facing 
South African horseracing right now, does it really make 
sense that our national tote is devoting resources to boxing?

Sports Betting 
revenue has 
been something 
of a lifeline for 
horseracing, 
but when does 
the line become 
blurred between 
hosting the bet-

ting and actually getting involved in the logistics?
Tabnews are reporting that the bell has sounded for the 

start of South Africa’s biggest boxing betting bonanza. TAB and 
Betting World have teamed up with Sun International and TcB 
Boxing Promotions to present the inaugural boxing tournament 
at the new Times Square casino in Pretoria.

The fight night, on 6 April, will feature two headline fights – 
one for a world title – on an eight-fight card. For the first time 
South African fight – and betting – fans will be able to place 
a series of tote bets on the fights, predicting the outcome of 
individual bouts (the Fight 1 bet) or on selection of five bouts 
(the Fight 5 bet).

There will be a R5 minimum bet, or with permutations. Fans 
will have to select one of five options for each fight: boxer A to 
win on points; boxer A to win by any other means; a draw; Box-
er B to win on points and Boxer B to win by any other means.

The move into offering betting on boxing was a logical one, 
said matthew Briton, TAB’s Head of Projects and Innovation at 
Phumelela. “We have known for a long time that there is an 
affinity between horse racing and boxing.”

He said boxing was already the second biggest sport in the 
Eastern cape and the message must be spread around the rest 
of the country.

Fight – and betting – fans will be able to watch the fights 
live on the night and bet at TAB and Betting World outlets or 
through live screening on tellytrack.com.

Briton said: “On the night we will have a broadcast crew in 
the Times Square casino Arena and will send the fights into 
TAB and Betting World shops so fans will be able to watch the 
fights live at TAB or Betting World or they could buy a day pass 
from tellytrack.com and watch the fights sitting at home.”

The fight night will be dovetailed with the horseracing meet-
ing scheduled for the night of 6 April at Greyville.

Dr chris Nteta, of TLB boxing promoters, said their company 
was started last year to get boxing back into its position as the 
number 1 sport in the country and to uplift the youth. For this 
reason he welcomed the involvement of Phumelela in the 
project.

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/recent-results-summary/
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Gutsy Four-timer
Greyville 11 March

The opening four races on Sunday’s turf card 
were all run over 1200m and by far the fastest 
time amongst these was recorded by SUNSET 
EYES in the pinnacle stakes. marginally the les-
sor fancied of Brett crawford’s two runners, the 
four-timer seeking Western Winter gelding was 
soon positioned close to the speed. He put his 
head in front early in the short home straight 
and showing real guts and determination over 
the final 400m he got the verdict by a half over 
the running on TRIBAL FUSION.

The mR80 Handicap was the faster of the two 
1600m events and here the lightly raced bot-
tom weight FRANcEScO registered his second 
career victory. Drawn widest of the thirteen, 
Paul Lafferty’s charge raced in midfield during 
the early part of the race. He ran on stoutly 
over the final 400m, and in a race where less 
than a length separated the first five home, he 
got the verdict by a half over the always handy 
BALTIc AmBER.

A juvenile plate over 1200m had opened up 
proceedings and taking everything into account 
DRUNKEN SAILOR did well to land the spoils. 
Backed into joint favouritism at the track, the 
son of Irish Flame was hampered going through 
the 1000m, and then later carried out at the 
top of the straight. He was always handy de-
spite that though and won well by a length and 
a half after taking up the running 200m out.

Titbits At the head of affairs throughout, 
ANTONY HOTSPUR only had to be pushed out 
when getting off the mark in the maiden plate 
over 1200m. 
Race 8, the final race on the program, was 
abandoned due to an electrical storm.

Thwarted Late
Fairview 12 March

FIRE IN THE BELLY was sent off favourite to 
win the mR85 Handicap at monday’s poly track 
meeting and in what proved to be by far the 
fastest of the afternoon’s three 1600m events 
he did the business in good style. confident-
ly ridden by Greg cheyne, the son of Tiger 
Dance raced eighth of the nine for most of the 

journey. He cut through the field like a knife 
when given rein at the top of the straight 
and cruised clear to score by three and three 
quarters after striking the front 200m from 
home.

The only other distance to stage more than 
one race was 1200m where the faster of the 
two was not surprisingly the bill topping East 
cape Poly challenge (non-black type) won 
by cAPE REBEL. Easy to back at 22/1 on the 
off, corne Spies’ charge sat on the heels of 
the front running favourite JUAN TWO THREE 
for the majority of the trip. Racing for the 
first time since landing this event last year, 
Juan Two Three had the rest well beaten, but 
perhaps just in need of the outing was run 
out of it late.

A maiden plate over 1000m had gotten 
proceedings underway and here we saw a 
very comfortable victory for the former KZN 
campaigner AL’S BELLS. Racing for the first 
time since relocating to the Eastern cape, the 
3yo was taken straight to the front and led 
throughout. He was always in command and 
won without any anxious moments by two 
and three quarters.

Titbits Having his fourth outing since 
relocating from KZN, KING DJANGO won the 
MR66 Handicap over 1900m going away.

Gorgeous Islands
Durbanville 13 March

A maiden plate for the girls over 1000m 
was first up at the country course on Tuesday 
and here it was nice to see the well exposed 
REBEL’S BURST finally open her account. 
making her 36th racecourse appearance 
here, the 4yo daughter of Rebel King was 
soon positioned up with the speed. She ran 
on strongly down the 600m straight and 
comfortably accounted for the more fancied 
cAPAIL by two and a quarter.

A mR96 Handicap over 1400m topped 
the bill and in what proved to be by far the 
fastest of the two races over the distance, we 
saw a smart performance from the 5yo NEW 
cALEDONIA. content to sit detached at the 
rear during the early part of the race, Geoff 
Woodruff’s charge ran on by far the best in 

last week’s top rated

Speed RatiNgS winners incl.

Arabian Beat  ...............won 9/2

Rebel’s Burst  ..............won 4/1

Stockade  .....................won 4/1

Symphony  ...................won 61/20

Bluemoonrising  ...........won 17/10

Collegiate  ....................won 13/10

Sand Path  ...................won 13/10

Antony Hotspur  ...........won 5/10

FAIRVIEW (FRI)
Race 1: (2) Aloysius 32
Race 2: (2) Bonne Vie 48
Race 3: (2) The Goon Show 8
Race 4: (7) Big Jay’s 7
Race 5: (4) mocha To Go 2
Race 6: (4) Rush In 54
Race 7: (1) carlita 26
Race 8: (9) Divar 50
VAAL (SAT)
Race 1: (1) Quick Glimpse 11
Race 2: (1) What A Story 11
Race 3: (7) Diamonds Forever 24 (EW)
Race 4: (1) Nother Russia 78
Race 5: (8) Tora Tora 37
Race 6: (10) Quebec Queen 29
Race 7: (10) charter Jet 28
Race 8: (7) Yer-maan 42
Race 9: (11) Exclusivity 24
DuRBANVILLE (SAT)
Race 1: (4) European Roller 18
Race 2: (2) Vincente 67
Race 3: (1) Miss Smarty Pants 18 
(NAP*)
Race 4: (5) Wedgwood 44
Race 5: (11) Zanadu 19
Race 6: (9) Floating On Water 49 
Race 7: (1) Love Of my Life 12
Race 8: (13) I Touch The Sky 49
GREYVILLE (SuN)
Race 1: (11) Wild Rendezvous 4
Race 2: (10) Aldo’s chase 40
Race 3: (1) It’s my Way 13
Race 4: (11) Root Beer 30
Race 5: (12) Vilette 42
Race 6: (5) Social Order 92
Race 7: (12) celestial Gold 43
Race 8: (3) Dr Henry 7

Nap bets
* Fancied  ** Strongly fancied

*** Very strongly fancied

Top speed ratings 
for this weekend

(Ratings shown have already been adjusted to 
allocated weights)

A revIew oF the week's best speedrAtInGs

The Time Is Right

Notebook
Horses worth following at their next few starts...
FIRE IN THE BELLY (A Greeff, E-Cape)
NEW CALEDONIA (G Woodruff, W-Cape)
SuMMER MOON (J Snaith, W-Cape)

https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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(Number of races run in each category shown in brackets) 
* Times taken by clockwatcher

GREYVILLE (TuRF) 11 MARCH
Penetrometer 23 – Going Good
course Variant: 0,64s slow
1000m (2) Saratoga Dancer 58,00
1200m (4) Sunset Eyes 70,60 
1400m (1) Dawn calling 84,88
1600m (2) Francesco 97,20
FAIRVIEW (POLY) 12 MARCH
Going Standard 
course Variant: 0,70s slow
1000m (1) Al’s Bells 58,73 
1200m (2) cape Rebel 69,62 
1300m (1) Ricketee 76,90
1600m (3) Fire In The Belly 96,98
1900m (1) King Django 117,37
DuRBANVILLE 13 MARCH
Penetrometer 20 – Going Good
course Variant: 0,97s fast
1000m (2) Regal Ruby 57,67 
1250m (1) Teutonic Knight 74,52 
1400m (2) New caledonia 82,85
1600m (1) comfortably Numb 97,35 
1800m (2) Summer moon 111,72
GREYVILLE (POLY) 14 MARCH
Going Standard
course Variant: 1,38s slow
1000m (1) Dame commander 61,02
1200m (4) Zinzara 71,17 
1600m (2) Bluemoonrising 98,14
2000m (2) Skyfire 125,26
VAAL (CLASSIC) 15 MARCH
Penetrometer 22 – Good
course Variant: 0,58s slow
1000m (1) Pillaroftheearth 57,16
1200m (1) Arabian Beat 69,40
1500m (2) Trip To Paradise 90,64
1600m (3) curbstone Shuffle 97,13 
2000m (1) my Favourite Brown 123,46
2400m (1) collegiate 154,17

c l o c k w A t c h I n G  c o n t .

147/20 on the off the well exposed Dynasty 
mare raced in midfield for most of the journey. 
She quickened well when the race developed 
into a sprint 400m out, and under a well-
judged ride from apprentice De Gouveia, she 
got up late.

Titbits At the back 400m out, AIM FOR THE 
STARS was finishing best of all when a length 
and a half runner up in the girl’s division of the 
maiden 1600m.

304000 for 1
Vaal 15 March

A mR100 Handicap topped the bill at the 
Vaal’s classic track on Thursday and in what 
proved marginally (on my clock) to be the 
slower of the two 1500m events, the lessor 
fancied of JAJ v Vuuren’s runners DOOSRA reg-
istered his fifth career victory. Freely available 
at 13/1 on the off the son of captain Al took 
over the running from his stable companion 
150m out and went on to score by a half.

Three of the afternoon’s nine races were 
staged over 1600m and stopping the clock in 
the fastest time amongst these was cURB-
STONE SHUFFLE in the mR85 Handicap for 
3yo fillies. Freely available at 13/1 on the off 
the Sporting Post’s best handicapped runner 
raced in midfield during the early part of the 
race. She put her head in front shortly after 
passing the 200m marker and kept on strongly 
late to beat the much more fancied DRESS TO 
ImPRESS by a length and a quarter.

Race two on the card was a maiden plate 
over 1600m and here it was nice to see the 
limited, but ultra-consistent DANcING REBEL 
finally chalk up his first career victory. making 
his 53rd racecourse appearance here Leon 
Erasmus’ charge was soon prominent. He was 
asked to take up the running going through 
the 400m and after quickly drawing clear he 
went on to score with authority by four and 
a half. Dancing Rebel has now earned over 

the straight and won going away after strik-
ing the front 70m or so from home.

Another to win well from off the pace on 
this card was SUmmER mOON in the faster 
of the two maiden plates over 1800m. 
Positioned second to last as the eleven 
runners turned for home Justin Snaith’s 
charge quickened nicely in the straight, and 
after striking the front 160m out, won going 
away by two.

Titbits After having to switch right out 
300m from home, MIND BLOWING was 
finishing best of all when a length and a 
quarter runner up in the maiden plate over 
1600m.

Early Gains
Greyville 14 March

Wednesday’s action took place on the 
poly track where four of the eight races 
were staged over 1200m. The not so lucky 
last, a mR68 Handicap, was the fastest of 
these and here victory went to the 5yo 
Husson mare ZINZARA. Hampered going 
through the 1000m, Paul Lafferty’s charge 
raced sixth during the early part of the 
race. She ran on strongly over the final 
400m and in a thrilling three way finish she 
only got the verdict by the narrowest of 
margins.

The faster of the two maiden plates over 
1600m that got proceedings underway was 
the boy’s affair won by BLUEmOONRISING. 
Sent off a strong favourite at 17/10, Garth 
Puller’s charge was soon up handy. He was 
ridden to lead as they approached the 
300m marker and kept on strongly in the 
closing stages of the race to beat his near-
est rival in the betting market DR HENRY by 
a length and three quarters.

The two remaining races were handicaps 
over 2000m and quickest home here was 
SKYFIRE in the mR67 affair. Easy to back at 

R304000 in prize money. 
Titbits TRIP TO PARADISE ran on well 

from midfield when winning the MR65 
Handicap over 1500m a little more easily 
than the official winning margin of three 
quarters of a length would suggest.

https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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Doing The Splits
Splits for Greyville 29 July 

https://www.hollywoodbets.net/

