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Thursday 6 September 2018

A former SA Champion rider says the jockey talent pool in South Africa has  
lacked genuine depth for some years now.

fairview poly Friday
Best Roving Banker:
r4-(7)Klever Kathy(12/10)

turffontein Saturday
Best Roving Banker:
r8-(4) Zouaves (3/1)

durbanville Saturday
Best Roving Banker:
2-(1)inertia(5/1)

greyville poly Sunday
Best Roving Banker:
r7-(10) Star in the Sky (15/10)

Friday 31 August
Fairview - race 6
Sporting Post

Best Handicapped
gimme the Stars
WON 71/10

RABADA 

Top jockeys enjoy support from the good stables 
and get the best rides. and when a youngster falls 
behind, it is a vicious circle and whirlpool that is very 
difficult to escape from.

“I don’t have the answers as to why standards 
should have deteriorated,” quips andrew Fortune, 
one of the most charismatic and outspoken person-
alities in the game.

The Capetonian was crowned Sa Champion in the 
2008/9 season in one of the great comebacks of 
the game. a man with superb hands and an in-built 
pace judgement computer, he is well equipped and 
entitled to an opinion.

“There is a niche group at the top and the rest are 
plain average – ordinary, to be honest. I saw it while I 

was riding and now I am seeing it through the eyes of 
my wife, ashley, as the trainer. Why would you take an 
owner’s hard earned cash for months and work your 
butt off to get a horse fit - and then engage a jockey 
who is probably going to mess it all up in 60 seconds? 
So yes, it’s human nature and common sense - we all 
want the best doctor, best teacher for our kids, best 
football coach. best always works. Full stop,” he adds.

“mike de Kock always said that training racehorses is 
not rocket science. ashley’s horses are fit, sound, well 
fed and loved. The jockey puts the cherry on the cake.”

When taxed on nominating his top current jockey, 
andrew doesn’t hesitate. “Richard Fourie is the com-
plete package. he has it all. and the key is he trusts 
a horse. If his mount wants to lead, he shows faith 

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
http://www.highlandsstud.co.za
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/SPD2493_Summerhill_RABADA-SP-Ad-3.9.jpg
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Spring Starts again
Gr3 Spring Spree Stakes  Turffontein

After an unforeseen hitch last Saturday, the start of the 2018 
Highveld Spring Season gets a second chance on Saturday with 
the running of the first graded stakes feature of the new racing 
season. 

With a few of the class contenders coming 
off a rest, the barrier draw and fitness may 
be key to solving the puzzle in the Gr3 Spring 
Spree Stakes.

Carrying top weight in the 1200m Turf-
fontein Inside Track handicap, the class act 
Talktothestars returns to action after a 22 
week break and gets the bonus of a 1 draw 
and powerful veteran mark Khan. The 7yo is 
probably past his brilliant best but would only need to rekindle his 
earlier fire to have a shout.

mike de Kock has indicated that the highly regarded Redoute’s 
Choice grey mujallad has improved after a 12 week rest and gelding 
and the australian-bred 4yo could produce the goods back on 
home turf. a winner of 3 of his thirteen starts, he was considered 
Gr1 material early on and the Inglis Easter Sale graduate could 
prove some value.

The only 3yo in the field, Sean Tarry’s Gr3 umkhomazi Stakes win-
ner Chimichuri Run is promising and progressive and put up sterling 
third-placed finishes in both the Sa Nursery and the Gr1 Gold me-
dallion. From the 4 draw, he could prove his credentials and go very 
close under S’manga Khumalo.

Clinton binda throws the speedy Premier Show into deeper 
waters after two fair thirds behind Isphan. he was regarded good 
enough to make a bid for the Daisy Guineas down at Greyville last 
term and has place credentials.

The revitalised 7yo Splendid Garden is one of a trio bidding to 
give the azzie team a double in the race. The course and distance 
winner seldom runs a bad race and he could threaten the more 
fancied runners from his decent draw.

Grant maroun’s speedy Great britain mare Wrecking ball is prob-
ably best at 1000m and could battle 
against the boys. 

Second of the fairer sex duo, mrs O 
is a very game daughter of Oratorio 
and bumps a solid field after an 11 
week break. She gets the blinkers fit-
ted again and was only 3,85 lengths 
off subsequent Gr1 star Redberry 
Lane in the Syringa handicap. She 

showed pace 
when beaten 
2 lengths by 
Dame Eleanor 
last time ad 
her jockey 
muzi yeni 
rode over 20 
winners in 
the opening 
month of the 
season.

s h a l l o w  w a t e r s

Chimichuri Run |  
Gold Circle

s a t u r d a y  r a c i n g

2016
 1  Kangaroo Jack 61.0 ( 7) 1/1
 2  Angel's Power 53.5 ( 8) 14/1
 3  Moofeed 58.0 ( 4) 14/1

2017
 1  Will Pays 60.5 ( 1) 7/1
 2  Angel's Power 55.5 ( 7) 17/2
 3  Sporting Monarch 52.0 ( 6) 16/1

Gr3 Spring Spree Stakes
past winners

START PA5/PICK SIX4/JACKPOT3
3:50PM GR3 SPRInG SPRee STAKeS - 1200M
TuRffOnTeIn SAMe TRAIneR:(3-4)(5-10-12)
  7
Overlord   1 TalkToThesTars(FC de Beer) M Khan ......... 1 60.0 
Redoute's Choice  2 Mujallad(MF de Kock) R Simons ................10 59.0 
Right Approach   3 FinchaTTon(GG Terzi) C Zackey ...................14 58.0 
Var    4 Tar heel(GG Terzi) R Danielson ...................... 5 58.0  
Miesque's Approval  5 angel’s Power(MG & AA Azzie) P Strydom 12 56.5 
Trippi    6 chiMichuri run(SG Tarry) S Khumalo ........ 4 56.0 
Argonaut   7 clever guy(S Moffatt) M v Rensburg ..........13 56.0 
Great Britain   8 wrecking Ball(G Maroun) L J ferraris ....... 7 56.0 
Just As Well   9 jusT as i said(M Houdalakis) W Kennedy ...11 55.5 
Oratorio  10 Mrs o(MG & AA Azzie) M Yeni .......................... 9 55.0 
Mogok   11 PreMier show(C Binda) H vd Hoven ........... 8 55.0  
Black Minnaloushe 12 sPlendid garden(MG & AA Azzie) K Zechner 3 55.0 
Trippi   13 chePardo(AG Laird) - reserve 1 ..................... 6 52.5 
Mambo In Seattle 14 lily sTarleTTe(PF Matchett) - reserve 2 ...... 2 52.0 

and trust and goes with it. The rest are always too busy behind 
him trying to find cover and perceived best position. When the 
jockey lacks confidence, the trainer’s instructions are echoing in 
his head. Not Richard. he plays them on the break. Very often he 
wins the race in the first 200m. Simple.”

andrew adds that he has had long chats with his Cape Cham-
pion son aldo Domeyer about it.

“aldo is very good. he is hardworking and improving. he is 
keen to absorb advice - unlike his father! I have told him to wake 
up and watch Richard. Trust the horse. he is getting better all 
the time. he could have a national title in him yet!”

Piere Strydom’s ride on Norland at the Vaal on Tuesday came up.
“Piere is getting a bit long in the tooth but is a genius. he 

can win on them from anywhere. When I was riding, I actually 
asked him how he does it. and I don’t ever ask for advice – so 
you know how very good he must have been! Piere explained 
that confidence x-factor in your horse. he lets them find their 
feet and then they are in a rhythm. That means an advantage 
already. he wrote the textbook. and he is no spring chicken. but 
he is still top-class because it helps that most of the youngsters 
aren’t too bloody good!”

he is quick to single out new Sa Champion Lyle hewitson and 
Luke Ferraris in the emerging generation.

“Lyle had a good grounding. his Dad Carl – a former jockey – 
mentored him early. he played polocrosse. he knew horses. he 
has a good brain too – that helps!”

We asked about Luke Ferraris, who has made such a top 
start, but has also been better supported than many other 
apprentices, thanks to his legendary Grandfather, Ormond.

“believe me you can put an average guy on a good horse and 
he can still stuff it up. The difference is Luke is taking his chances 
and converting them into winners. he is still a baby, and the real 
test comes when you lose the allowance. but Luke also got that 
head start and he is taking the opportunities with both hands. 
he sits well, speaks well – I think he also has a good head on his 
shoulders.”

Grand Heritage Countdown
andrew Fortune says that his wife ashley is likely to field 

at least two runners in the R750 000 Grand heritage on 29 
September.

“Keagan de melo has been booked for Tsitsikamma Dance 
and aldo (Domeyer) will ride the filly Rings ‘N Things, who 
won so well on Tuesday. Depending on the weights, and how 
far under sufferance he is, mount Keith may be aimed at the 
consolation race on the day.”

We asked him what he thought about the race – was it just a 
well-endowed gimmick event?

“The money is good and they pay cheques down to 15th 
finisher. So full marks to Phumelela for trying. The waves at 
the Valley Of The Waves at Sun City are a gimmick and people 
seem to love them and imagine they are in Camps bay. So 
sometimes one has to be creative,” he laughs.

and is it a difficult race to ride?
“I rode Pivotal Pursuit the first year. The pace is usually on in 

view of the field size. a straight 1475m is tricky for an average 
jockey. and you can get sucked in too early when they go on 
with it at the 800m. but we have two decent guys, so let’s 
hope things work out.”

Check the hollywood Grand heritage Ante-Post Betting here

https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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n e w ss a t u r d a y  r a c i n g

Wicked Leaks?
No, you are not seeing double! Our lead feature this week-

end, the Gr3 Spring Spree Stakes, was carried in last week’s 
issue (SP 2491), but fell victim to a mysterious water leak.

The opening meeting of the highveld Spring Season on 
Saturday took a knock from an unexpected source and had to 
be cancelled after the fourth race, with water causing some 
uneven going.

The track manager discovered water leaking out of the main 
sprinkler supply pipe on the outside of the track at the 650m 
mark, which was subsequently shut off.

Due to the track being waterlogged, the inside running 
rail was then moved to zero to afford a running width of 5.5 
metres.

The Chief Stipe convened a panel of officials, trainers, 
jockeys, and the track manager to inspect the track. Taking 
into consideration the risk of horses running into wet ground 
at the 650m mark in the next four races which were sprints, it 
was decided to abandon the remainder of the meeting.

Entries for the Ladies Stakes were reopened, with the ac-
cepted runners guaranteed a place should they accept to run 
again this weekend. The Spring Spree Stakes was carried over 
in its entirety to this weekend.

“We had assurances from track management that the track 
would be dry by Sunday and naturally running the last five 
races was under consideration. but I was obliged to consult 
with our commingling partners to ascertain whether they 
could accommodate the balance of the Saturday meeting for 
Sunday. We already had ten meetings loaded for Sunday and 
regrettably it was a case of ‘all or nothing’ for certain of our 
international partners. and thus a decision had to be made to 
abandon completely,” said Phumelela Executive Vee moodley.

The poorly drawn Finchatton comes back after an 11 week 
break and doesn’t have the recent form to suggest he could take 
on and beat the better ones here. The son of Right approach was 
beaten into sixth and just under 4 lengths behind Will Pays in the 
corresponding feature a year ago.

Clever Guy found his best form when showing speed and beat-
ing angel’s Power by over 3 lengths a long odds over the Turf-
fontein 1000m last time. he has to beat the wide draw and show 
that was no flash in the pan.

Lucky houdalakis 6yo Just as I Said has not won in ages and 
could have a place chance at a stretch. The five-time winner’s 
last five runs have not been the worst but he appears to have the 
winning edge.

The former Joey Ramsden speed merchant Tar heel is the 
second of the Terzi duo. The son of Var has his second run for his 
new yard and but looks held on his form of last season.

Third of the azzie trio, angel’s Power has run second in this race 
in consecutive years and flew up late last year to be beaten only 
a length by Will Pays. Piere Strydom is again in the saddle but the 
son of miesque’s approval jumps from the widest draw and will 
need to maintain his recent improved form.

It’s a tricky handicap and we are leaning towards Chimichuri 
Run and mujallad to fight it out. Talktothestars is all class and he 
could be pegging them back late in the race as he runs well fresh.

http://www.tattersalls.com/
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Barends Takes Leave Of Absence
The National Horseracing Authority announced on Tuesday 

4 September that the Chief Executive Mr Lyndon Barends 
has, for personal reasons, taken leave of absence until 25 
September 2018. 

In the interim, the affairs of the Nha will be supervised and 
managed by the Chairman of the board, assisted by the Execu-
tive management.

The Cape Times reported this week that Lyndon barends 
recently had an application for sequestration brought against 
him and his wife. They have until 25 September to settle the 
relevant indebtedness and avoid final sequestration.

 - official NHA press release, Tuesday 4 September

et tu, nHa? 
 It has been a busy few weeks on the admin front, which al-

ways provides interesting keyboard fodder, writes Robyn Louw.
 Dealing with them in no particular order, I’ll kick off with the 

Nha’s recent plea which essentially amounts to asking for people 
to go easy on them, which gave my eyerolly muscles a certain 
amount of exercise (in case I’m being vague, there is a wonderful 
Tracy ullman sketch that illustrates it perfectly).

 Our regulatory authority is, in effect, tasked with ensuring that 
people adhere to the rules and that those who take liberties or 
flat-out transgress are handed out some form of penalty, both by 
way of punishment as by way of apology and an endeavour to do 
better next time.  as racing is a public sport, transgressions – and 
transgressors – of the rules are dealt with in a public manner and 
inquiries, investigations and their outcomes are all published in 
the public domain.

While the Nha is not above reproach and have been proven 
wrong on more than one occasion (they are human after all) – de-
spite the fact that a fair number of these incidents have occurred 
in the public domain, they are not in the business of owning up to 
any misadventures, nor do they ever impose any punitive meas-
ures on themselves.  and now they are asking the racing commu-
nity not to be critical of them, either.

Let’s take a step back here.  We all know that racing depends on 
the betting rand to keep going.  In order to get that betting rand, 
we need to a) provide a show and b) ensure that it is being run 
properly.  We employ the Nha to take care of part b.  The reason 
we do this is that customers will not risk their money unless they 
trust the entity they are giving it to.  When the public hands over 
their hard-earned cash at the Tote window, they do so trusting 
that racing is conducted in a fair and equitable manner.  It is 
important to understand that they will only give racing their trust 
(and their money) if we do a good enough job to earn it. In other 
words, they are relying on the regulatory authority to do its job to 
ensure that they are getting a fair run for their money.

Good regulation is a serious business and poor regulation is not 
just a poor reflection on the sport, it has real monetary repercus-
sions for all of us – from the top of the championship tree down 
to the entry-level groom sweeping the yard.

If we cannot provide people with the comfort that their money 
is safe with us, customers (in racing’s case, punters), will simply 
fold up their money and put it back in their wallets and then go 
and spend it elsewhere.  and given the declining Tote figures we 
are always being given by racing executives, it seems this is exact-
ly what is happening – in ever increasing numbers.

The reason this is a huge cause for alarm across the board is 
that when betting turnover drops, that means less take-out, which 
means less stakes to go around and you can probably do the rest 
yourselves, but it effectively translates into less money for everyone.

Right, so hopefully we have established that keeping things 
clean and fair is a pretty big and important job.  Vital, even, one 
might say, for the survival of the sport.  I would also venture that 
consistent and fair regulation is also vital for the happiness of the 
sport, but that’s a discussion for another day. 

yet while the Nha is as fallible as the rest of us, not only do they 
not apologise when mistakes are made and not have any puni-
tive measures meted out to them for under performance, they 
appear to want the racing public not to criticise them either - even 
though their salaries remain safe, while everyone else gets hit in 

the pocket.
While unfair criticism is, well, unfair, and the Nha can certainly 

be forgiven for objecting when that is the case, given that the 
Operators pay the Nha (with money derived from Tote turnover, 
which is derived from betting on owners’ horses), one wonders 
exactly who will have a quiet word with racing’s Ivory Tower when 
they blunder?  and if the answer is ‘no-one’, what incentive do 
they have to improve?  but I’m straying from my point.

as one can’t expect people to ‘do as I say, don’t do as I do’, in 
order to keep things clear and fair, one would expect the individuals 
appointed to office and tasked with the Nha’s lofty standards of 
maintaining the integrity (being honest and having strong moral 
principles) of the sport, to be of a similarly high calibre and moral 
fibre.  you know, lead by example, and all that.  So unfortunately, 
there are a few uncomfortable questions that need to be asked.

mr barends’ difficulties existed before he was appointed to 
the Nha – headhunted by the board, in fact, according to mr 
barends, which begs the question what – if any – checks were 
done?  If the checks were done and if full disclosure was made, 
then was mr barends appointed regardless and / or what prophy-
lactic measures were put in place to monitor / support someone 
who a) admitted to having no previous horse racing experience 
and b) was put in charge of an R85million budget?

Secondly, what, if any, disclosure was made to the board 
regarding mr barends’ legal difficulties?  The Notice of motion 
was filed on 10 april 2018 and the matter was originally set down 
to be heard on 9 may 2018.  Parties agreed for the matter to be 
postponed to 14 august 2018.  barends served his affidavit on 31 
may 2018 and FNb filed its replying affidavit on 2 July 2018.  This 
means that this matter has been on-going for 5 months without 
members being informed of the potential change to barends’ fi-
nancial status.  Some might argue that a two line statement does 
not qualify as adequate information. 

Thirdly, the issue of money management and all the related 
concerns that may raise about being put in control of a R85 mil-
lion budget aside, as listed earlier, mr barends sits on the National 
board as a director. If the Nha were a registered company, once 
the judgment for provisional sequestration was granted, he would 
have immediately been disqualified from being a director of the 
Nha.  While the Nha is not a registered company, it is still a regu-
latory authority.  Surely the National board should have adopted 
a similar approach to the current legislation or provided some 
reason as to why it has deviated and merely allowed mr barends 
a stretch of paid leave?  Read more here

n a t i o n a l  h o r s e r a c i n g  a u t h o r i t y

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/09/et-tu-nha/
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Snaith-Fourie To The Four – Again!
The Justin Snaith-Richard Fourie combination boast a 33% 

win strike-rate and were unstoppable at Kenilworth on Satur-
day as they took four races on the nine-race programme.

august was a big month but it looks like September is going 
to get even hotter for the newly established partnership.

“Nordic breeze was already on the float to stud when I said 
to my brother, wait – there is a race for her at the start of Sep-
tember,” said Justin after the Windrush mare rounded off the 
four-timer by registering her sixth career win from 23 starts for 
earnings near a million rand.

The Normandy Stud-bred stakes winner is all class and loves 
the Kenilworth 1200m.

Oscar Foulkes confirmed that no decision had yet been 
made as to which stallion would cover the valuable mare, who 
is owned in partnership with Jane and Ken Truter.

“We will open a bottle or two of red wine to chat about it. 
and then whatever we remember tomorrow, will be the stallion 
of choice,”he joked. We’d guess that there is going to be a lot 
more science and calculation than that going into the decision!

Snaith’s first winner was the australian-bred Camelot colt 
Crown Towers, followed by the improved Trip To The Sky in 
the third. The Trippi colt is one of the few horses left in the 
michael de broglio silks. Read more here

Sa trio on the Mark
Owner Bernard Kantor, trainer Ricardo Le Grange and Jockey 

Barend Vorster pulled off a proudly South African success in 
Singapore on Sunday.

Former crack juvenile Pennywise showed he had matured further 
during a short break with a superlative win at his first start as a 
three-year-old on Sunday, writes michael Lee on www.turfclub.com

a smashing winner of the first two Legs of this year’s Singapore 
Golden horseshoe series, the argentinian-bred son of Pure Prize 
tasted his first defeat at his third start, unfortunately in the one 
that mattered, the last Leg of the series, the Group 2 aushorse 
Golden horseshoe (1200m) on July 13.

Settled at the rear in the big 16-horse field, Pennywise still 
made stacks of ground to run a creditable fourth to the Steven 
burridge-trained Lim’s Lightning.

but crossing swords for the first time with more seasoned rivals 
in the $60,000 Dontellthewife 2011 Stakes, a Class 4 Premier race 
over 1200m, Pennywise was facing a sterner test, even if there 
was every reason to believe he would take it all in his stride if his 
impressive winning barrier trial as a fitter and stronger individual 
two weeks ago was anything to go by.

Ridden by barend Vorster in that hit-out with regular partner 
Nooresh Juglall suspended, Pennywise produced the same form 
to a tee on Sunday, again with Vorster doing the honours – jump-
ing straight to the front and leading his rivals a merry dance.

Read more here

SA’s Leading Bookmaker Dominates
Hollywoodbets turned heads at the 2018 Gambling Industry 

Awards (GIA) after claiming the award for best Corporate Social 
Investment (CSI), Best Sports Betting Campaign for 2018, Best 
Employer of the Year and Best CEO of the Year.

The room was filled with industry leaders and up-and-comers 
making a name for themselves and it was a great celebration of 
how far the industry has come in South africa. morgan Shandu, 
hollywoodbets’ National Operations manager, is thrilled at being 
recognised in this way.

“It is incredible being honoured in this way by others you respect 
in your field. as a company we have such respect for the GIa and 
their recognition means the world to us. We are overwhelmed by 
tonight’s events, and we would like to emphasise that this victo-
ry belongs to our entire team. at hollywoodbets we believe in 
teamwork and we have a strong team of just under 5 000 people 
who are committed to consistently doing their best, and tonight 
we have seen the fruit of their hard work. Well done to the entire 
purple team! We are also proud of our CEO Suren Rampersadh 
because it is under his leadership we’ve managed to create a fun, 
vibrant, fast-paced but stable working environment for our employ-
ees,” said Shandu.

This is the second year that hollywoodbets took home the best 
CSI award and babongile mkhize, Transformation Consultant 
at hollywoodbets, is overjoyed. “Well done to my entire team, 
each and every single one of them worked hard to make sure 
that we continue to consistently make a difference to the lives 
of those around us through our hollywoodbets my Community 
Programme. We are proud of the lives we touched in the past 
year, having supported 111 charitable organisations and 85 sports 
teams around South africa. Let’s keep up the good work into the 
next year!” she said. Read more here

https://www.ricardolegrangeracing.com/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/09/windrush-mares-sparkling-farewell/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/09/ricardo-le-grange-singapore/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/09/sas-leading-bookmaker-shows-the-way/
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darryl rows it alone
After 30 successful years of training racehorses, Ivan Moore 

has decided to retire and take up a more passive role in his 
recently licensed grandson’s yard.

The Sporting Post reported in au-
gust 2017 that, in what was thought 
to be a first for the local racing scene, 
popular member of the KZN training 
ranks, Ivan moore, had joined forces 
with his grandson Darryl.

Warren Lenferna writes on  
www.goldcircle.co.za that young 
Darryl moore has now taken the 
plunge and gone on his own.

Darryl says that he is extremely grateful to his grandfather for 
all the support and guidance he has given him over the years.

moore said that this had enabled him to step up and take the 
yard to the next level.

Ivan will still be active in the yard and Darryl will be able to call on 
his expertise at any time. “I do believe that I have youth, experience 
and a huge amount of passion and hopefully this will bring new 
owners into the yard as well as the racing industry,” said Darryl.

“I have a solid base of current owners and would like to take 
this opportunity to thank them for their continued support and 
trust in me. I look forward to growing the stable along with my 
grandfather,” he added.

he was also an assistant for many years to the now retired 
Charles Laird and Darryl’s father, Robert, is the chief riding master 
of the South african Jockey academy. he is based in Gauteng.

Darryl Moore | Candiese Marnewick

n e w s

nHa loses Stalwart
It’s a time of flux at the National Horse Racing Authority   

(NHRA), a feeling enhanced by the announcement that 
long-standing handicapping manager Roger Smith is emigrating 
and will vacate his position at the end of September.

The 56-year-old Smith was born and bred in Johannesburg, 
growing up in the mondeor area. his grandparents were small-
scale racehorse owners and breeders, which provided his first 
contact with a horsey environment.

“my grandmother Lorna used to take me to the stables of her 
brother-in-law Ernie Williams on a Sunday. Of course, in those 
days no under 18s were allowed on the racecourse, so you 
couldn’t go to the racing itself.

“my father used to play an odd jackpot and Pa, but my parents 
weren’t involved in racing as such.”

his entry into a life of racing administration came in 1985.
“I was taken on as assistant handicapper to Jeff moffett at 

Gosforth Park, who was my early mentor. he was a very good 
influence – very accurate and meticulous.

 “In those days things were very different. Each racing club had 
its own handicapper, so there was one at Turffontein, Newmarket 
and Gosforth Park, all working independently of one another. We 
used the race figure system, which meant a more or less fixed six-
point penalty for each win.

 “and there were no computers used; everything was done with 
handwritten cards. you would fill in the form line manually after 
each run, and then the next time the horse accepted you would 
have to find the card and work out the weight to be carried. I 
much prefer the way we do it now,” he adds with a laugh.

 he also performed many other roles along the way.
 “I was clerk of scales sometimes and was also involved in 

marketing and promotions. In more recent times I have also done 
duty as a judge on occasion when needed.”

 “In 1988 I took up the position of handicapper at Newmarket, 
but a year later Gauteng racing was rationalised into one body 
under the banner of the highveld Racing authority. I worked in 
handicapping and managed racing services, doing things like 
weights and acceptances.

 “Then in September 1999 I moved to Turffontein and the 
NhRa, soon after the merit Rating system was implemented, and 
have been here for exactly 19 years.

 Roger has worked with quite a few handicappers along the 
way.

 “The late Colin buckham gave me valuable advice and was very 
knowledgeable and experienced. I also worked with mike Wanklin 
for a long period, and he is now working with us again as a con-
sultant from overseas.

 “Internationally I have found Nigel Gray from hong Kong to be 
a good sounding board. he has always been very helpful when 
asked for input.”

Roger has seen many changes in his over three decades in 
racing, not all of it good.

“I still enjoy the competition and racing, but a lot of the on-
course vibe has disappeared in modern times due to the drop in 
attendance. In days gone by there was much more mainstream 
interest in our sport.”

many a great horse has come and gone in Roger’s time, but he 
singled out a few.  
Read more here

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/09/nha-loses-key-man/
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where art & Science Collide
The National Horseracing Authority advises that an independ-

ent panel consisting of Messrs V Moodley,  
J Vermaak and R S Napier convened on 30 August 2018 by tel-
econference, to hear an MR Appeal lodged by Trainer Andre Nel. 

This appeal was on behalf of the horse Pleasedtomeetyou, 
against the merit Rating of 92 allotted to this colt after it had won 
Race 1 at Kenilworth Racecourse on 7 august 2018.

The Panel by unanimous decision, decided to dismiss the appeal 
on the basis that the horses with the exposed form ran way below 
their previous two starts from a margin perspective and the 
handicappers had no option but to rate the race in the manner in 
which they did. Pleasedtomeetyou’s rating is within the handicap-
ping guidelines.

based on the fact that the top four positions were filled by first 
time runners, the handicappers were forced to apply more ‘art 
and science’, rather than the traditional line horse methodology, 
in determining the rating of the race.  The deposit fee will be 
refunded.

Phumelela Win Stay Of Hearings
The Pretoria High Court ordered Public Protector  

Busisiwe Mkhwebane on Monday to postpone her 
planned hearings into horseracing which were sched-
uled to start today. 

This followed Phumelela’s urgent application for the 
hearings to be postponed to ensure the company’s right to 
a fair process.

In an earlier statement, Phumelela reiterated that it had 
not applied for the hearings to be interdicted or cancelled, 
contrary to an erroneous news report in this regard, notably 
by Sporting Post (see Ed Note)

“Phumelela does not wish to impede or obstruct the 
hearings. It merely seeks to ensure that its right to a fair 
process is protected, and that it is afforded an opportunity 
to participate in the hearings in the interest of a conclusive 
outcome,” read the earlier statement by Phumelela.

“Should the hearings be properly convened, with ade-
quate notice and a fair opportunity for all affected parties 
to participate therein, Phumelela is certain that the Public 
Protector will be in a position to make a well informed final 
decision in respect of her investigation.”

although the Public Protector alluded to the planned 
public hearings in april this year, no further information 
was forthcoming – until a media statement was issued on 
Wednesday last week announcing that the hearings would 
start today with mkhwebane hearing evidence from the 
complainants.

This was, however, never communicated to Phumelela. 
Phumelela only became aware of the planned hearings 
through the press.

“Phumelela welcomes the investigation and wishes 
to participate in any public hearing stemming from the 
investigation. Phumelela is determined to cooperate fully 
to ensure that the investigation is concluded as swiftly as 
possible.”

The Pubic Protector’s investigation into the corporati-
sation of the racing industry in the late 1990’s stems from 
complaints lodged by ms. P Kema, mr C Simoto and mr h 
manjoo in 2012 and 2013.

-Press Release issued by Phumelela Gaming & Leisure on 
monday 3 September 2018

Ed – as regards the reference in this press release to an al-
leged ‘erroneous report’ carried by SP, we can confirm that 
our journalist was in communication with PP Spokesperson 
Oupa Segalwe on Friday, who confirmed the application for 
the interdict by Phumelela.

We reported that the interdict would ‘postpone or possi-
bly even halt the Public Protector’s forthcoming hearings’. 
That was not an unreasonable inference to draw from the 
information provided. What is important is that the inves-
tigation itself has not been interdicted. Therefore normal 
investigative processes will continue. This means that they 
(the PP) will still hear from witnesses, but not in public 
hearings.

everest gets interesting 
Sydney’s Royal Randwick hosts the world’s richest race on turf 

on Saturday 13 October 2018. History will be made as twelve of 
the fastest horses compete for A$13million in prizemoney. 

Of the five confirmed runners in the Tab Everest that we saw race last 
weekend, the defending champ is the one that has made an early state-
ment with his easy win in the Gr3 Concorde Stakes (1000m).

Despite his dominance, Redzel wasn’t able to wrest favouritism 
from Trapeze artist in Tab’s all-in market though.

“The big shake up to the market just never really eventuated so 
now all eyes turn to favourite Trapeze artist when he resumes on 
Saturday,’’ Tab’s Gerard middleton said.

It’s a first look at Everest favourite Trapeze artist (slot holder aquis) 
under race conditions this spring in the Gr2 Theo marks Stakes 
(1300m) at Rosehill Gardens this Saturday.

In melbourne, Shoals (slot holder The Star) begins her Everest 
campaign in the Gr2 mcEwen Stakes (1000m) at moonee Valley 
against boom sprinter Nature Strip who is an a$8 chance in the Ever-
est market but hasn’t yet secured a slot in the race.

berry gets Picked
Irishman Fran Berry has received the call-up to replace PJ Mc-

Donald in the Premier Gateway International Jockeys Challenge at 
Kranji Racecourse in Singapore on Tuesday 25 September.

mcDonald fractured his left ankle and right heel as he was thrown 
off Westward ho in a freak accident in the paddock at Newcastle 
racecourse on monday.

The challenge – presented by South africa’s Phumelela Gaming 
& Leisure and Tabcorp, together with their international subsidiary 
Premier Gateway International (PGI), and hosted by Singapore Turf 
Club –  includes the Sa team of aldo Domeyer, Lyle hewitson and 
muzi yeni.

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/
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var Mare Horse of the year
The East Cape Racing Awards were held at Fairview Race-

course on Saturday evening with gallant Var mare Star Burst 
Galaxy lifting the Regional Horse Of The Year honours as 
well as the Champion Older Mare accolade. 

bred by Ian heyns, Star burst Galaxy is out of the three-time 
winning majestic Star (Doowaley).

She is a half-sister to Justin Snaith’s promising 2017 Gr3 
Victress Stakes winner, Star Express.

Originally purchased by mayfair Speculators off the 2015 
Emperors Palace Select yearling Sale for R800 000, she 
changed hands recently following the unbundling of the for-
mer Sa champion owners.

Trained by Tara Laing, Star burst Galaxy raced for Cape-based 
Etienne braun and Paul Loomes, who resides in KZN. She has 
been retired to stud.

Winners 
CHAMPION 2YO OLD FILLY 
Madame Speaker

CHAMPION 2YO COLT/GELDING
Alfeo

CHAMPION 3YO OLD FILLY
Widow’s Lamp

CHAMPION 3YO OLD COLT/GELDING
Sabbatical

CHAMPION OLDER FILLY/MARE
Star Burst Galaxy

CHAMPION OLDER COLT/GELDING
Stormy Eclipse

CHAMPION SPRINTER
Exelero

CHAMPION STAYER
Desert Wisdom

CHAMPION POLYTRACK FILLY/MARE
Meritocracy

CHAMPION POLYTRACK COLT/GELDING
Miracle Bureau

CHAMPION JOCKEY
Greg Cheyne

CHAMPION JOCKEY (Local)
Teaque Gould

CHAMPION APPRENTICE
Lyle Hewitson

CHAMPION WORKRIDER
B Nkunzi

CHAMPION GROOM
N Mkalali

CHAMPION TRAINER
Alan Greeff

CHAMPION OWNER
Mayfair Speculators

HORSE OF THE YEAR
Star Burst Galaxy

Mayfair - Really Necessary? 
The announcement at a spirited East Cape Racing Awards 

function held on Saturday in the HB Christian Room at Fair-
view Racecourse of Mayfair Speculators as the coastal region’s 
champion owner for the 2017/18 season elicited an initial 
nervous silence and then some light-hearted giggles. 

That’s the way some human beings cope with those isolated 
awkward moments, where nobody knows quite what to say and 
the consequent clapping of the hands was just a means of break-
ing the silence and moving the moment on.

The Sporting Post has had a few enquiries questioning the sen-
sibility of opening wounds and dragging skeletons into the public 
domain.

What do the rules say?
Is the champion owner award not at the discretion of the panel 

and does it rely solely on stakes earned? Could they not simply 
have used the moment to give it to another local owner – there 
are a few we can think of – that were far greater champions than 
markus Jooste could ever hope to be?

One KZN based owner labelled the award an embarassment to 
horseracing, while another said that discretion is the better part 
of valour.

“Will they never learn? This is the post Jooste era. Next thing 
they will be erecting a statue at Turffontein for him. This is much 
bigger than horseracing. It goes to the core of the sport’s interna-
tional image. No denials – but let’s just put this in the past. Insult-
ing East Cape Racing by including the award is a slap in the face to 
the history and tradition of a great racing centre and all those that 
work so hard every day to keep it going.”

One man who was prepared to be quoted is Chairman of the 
Western Cape Racing awards panel, Robert bloomberg, who said:

“I can’t comment on the rationale behind the decision and 
criteria employed by other panels, but certainly from a Western 
Cape perspective, we would have excluded mayfair Speculators 
from the process in the interests of all. Considering, that markus 
Jooste was still a director of mayfair for at least half of the pre-
vious racing season, I believe that he would have expected and 
wanted this to happen.”

Jooste is scheduled to come before Parliament on Wednesday 
5 September.

he will appear as the only witness to testify on the day and to 
give evidence under oath and to be questioned to assist the Com-
mittees to identify any institutional flaws and challenges existing 
in the financial regulatory framework or any implementation 
challenges in the financial regulatory framework which might have 
caused or given rise to the collapse of the value of Steinhoff shares.

http://kznbreeders.co.za/
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Grant van Niekerk
Chap-shing and Francis Lui Kin-wai. Triumphant Jewel was not 
particularly fancied.

“What an awesome experience. It was a bit of a blur. The horse 
finished so well. I thought – this is a dream and it’s happening for 
me,” Grant told the Sporting Post as he relaxed on monday in his 
beautiful apartment overlooking Sha Tin Racecourse.

Seven races later he flashed up on the Tony millard-trained 
World Record to win the last race and bookend the inaugural 
meeting in style.

World Record came from the clouds to nab favourite Rattan on 
the line to cap a surreal opening day for the Capetonian.

“I was hoping for a good start and I’m just very pleased. It was 
really good for both of us having our first winners, it was re-

ally special. It definitely gives you confidence, it just 
feels like this big weight off my shoulders. I can 

relax a little bit - obviously still work as hard as 
I am working but just relax a little bit because 
sometimes us jockeys put a lot of pressure on 
ourselves.”

South african trainer Tony millard said: “This 
guy is cool, don’t worry about that!”
Grant told the Sporting Post on monday that 

he had settled down well and was really very 
impressed with every aspect of the hong Kong 

racing operation. he recalled how the 
crowds and the buzz had taken his 

breath away.
“I haven’t been to a lot of 

places to ride internationally, 
but this must be near the 

best the world has to 
offer. The tracks. The 
equipment. The profes-
sionalism. The people. 
Something simple that 
really impressed me 
is the fact that each 
jockey is allocated a 
race-day valet, who is 
employed by the hKJC. 
The gentleman preps 

“You can arrive here with all the accolades, credentials, 
championships and Gr1 winner credits from your home coun-
try. That all means sweet nothing when you step off the plane 
and into the pressure cooker of racing in Hong Kong.” 

The words of hong Kong-based Irish jockey Neil Callan in 
response to a question on a local racing television show last 
weekend as to whether he’d ‘heard about the new kid from 
South africa?’

The ‘new kid’ could not have  made a better start than he did 
on a memorable Sunday in front of a Sha Tin crowd of 74 722 – 
the second highest attendance in 20 years - and a great turnout 
given the amber rainstorm warning in the morning.

The betting turnover of hK$1.253 billion was hK$41 million 
down on last year, but Jockey Club chief executive Winfried 
Engelbrecht-bresges was content with that, given the 
circumstances. 

but none of these mind boggling numbers mat-
tered to the talented 27 year old South african 
Grant van Niekerk – 2 winners on day 1. Those 
were the only figures that mattered to him!

In the country with colleague Callan murray 
for just over a month, our 2018 Sun met winning 
jockey struck with a double on the opening day. Karis 
Teetan had achieved the same first ride-first win feat in 
2013. 

and the dream run all started with Grant’s very first ride 
in the opening race of the term, which got under way when 
hong Kong Executive Carrie 
Lam struck the traditional 
golden gong.

Grant and new 
trainer Jimmy Ting 
Koon-ho combined 
in a fairytale start 
on veteran galloper 
Triumphant Jewel. 
The 45 year old Ting 
was sending out his first 
runner after a lengthy 
apprenticeship under 
the likes of Danny Shum 
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the kit and the silks. unlike in Sa, there is minimal time between races 
– and it’s nice to have somebody helping. We are not allowed to tip the 
guy or remunerate him in any way. It’s a nice touch getting the help!”

Grant says that he is looking forward to the arrival of his family next 
month and is really missing the children. 

“I have been so busy meeting people and getting to know the ropes, 
that it has consumed my time and the days have flown by. but I can’t 
wait for my family to arrive,” he said.

While chatting to us, he observed that his apartment was beautiful 
and well appointed and the swimming pool was a handy fitness and 
recreation tool for fitness.

“my apartment has all the modern amenities and is on course. So no 
travelling or time wasting in traffic! and I have this wonderful Phillipi-
no lady, who also works for David Ferraris, who does my cleaning and 
ironing. She also cooks beautifully. It is like having my aunt looking after 
me,” he laughed, obviously enjoying the home-from-home comforts.

With the best average prize money in the world, low taxes and world-
class facilities, the super efficient hong Kong racing system is appealing 
for most professionals. Some make it. Some don’t. 

Grant says that he is hoping to build on his early success as a club 
jockey, and has a further six rides on happy Wednesday. his agent, Roy, 
is working hard on his engagements.

With just two race meetings a week – usually Sha Tin on Sundays and 
happy Valley on Wednesday evenings –  and the training open every 
day, bar Sunday, from 04h45 to 08h30, the programme is ordered. Tues-
day and Friday are barrier trial days.

“I could feel the positivity at the track on monday after my two 
winners on Sunday. I don’t want to get ahead of myself but the trainers 
were keen to have me work their horses. It’s a trust thing I suppose - and 
no different to home. They wanted to see how I ride. Who knows – 
maybe it’s my own subconscious confidence, too? I am very fortunate to 
have made this kind of start.”

When asked about the difference between our racing and hong Kong, 
Grant said that the race was on from the jump and there was no dither-
ing about. 

“Split second decisions are the norm. There is no time to try different 
options. The pace is hot and the guys are very competitive. No quarter 
given or received is probably how to best sum it up.”

as to hong Kong itself and the culture, Grant says that there is so 
much to see and do.

“They have great sightseeing opportunities. The city doesn’t seem to 
sleep and the people are super friendly.”

and does he enjoy the local cuisine?
“Some of it is nice. I suppose I will get used to it. but nothing beats my 

mom’s Sunday roast, hey!” he laughed.
So the young man from the Cape, who often took stick from the 

public and has had his share of ups and downs in his first decade in the 
saddle, but always dreamed of an international career, is on the brink of 
a lifechanger. 

It’s a very long way from Clairwood a decade ago, when he rode his 
first winner.

Grant did his apprenticeship at the Sa Jockey academy at Sum-
merveld. Gareth Wright, JP Van Der merwe, Tshwaro appie, athandiwe 

mgudlwa and current Cape Champion aldo Domeyer were 
his fellow pupils. It is the latter who has been an inspiration 
with his sharp intellect and ability to read a race.  

“aldo and I spent a lot of time discussing race riding and 
exchanging ideas. he showed me the ropes and is a pretty 
sharp guy,” says Grant, with obvious admiration for a man 
who has developed into his arch rival.

Grant had his first race ride on 11 June 2008 over 1200m 
at Clairwood. It was on a horse called Combat Leader for 
Glen Kotzen. his first win came exactly two weeks later on 
the same horse over the same course and distance.

“my hong Kong contract runs until February. my original 
aim was to see it out. Now I’m thinking beyond that. I have 
to be positive and if I don’t make it I will only have myself 
to blame.”

Does he ever think of the furore around his Vodacom 
Durban July ride on african Night Sky?

“Ironically, I have ended up in a place where pace is a 
given! and I don’t get stuck in the negatives. That doesn’t 
work in this job. african Night Sky would have just about 
won the July had the race been run differently. but that’s 
history now,” he said.

“Please allow me to thank all the folk who have sent 
me good wishes. I cannot believe how many people are 
interested or care. I lay in bed on Sunday evening and the 
whatsapp messages just flooded in. The interest and love 
has touched my heart. Oh, and believe me - I do miss those 
beautiful african night skies over Cape Town!”

On The Other Side  
Of The Coin…

While Grant may have gotten his hong Kong stint off to 
a flying start with a glorious double, jockey Callan murray 
walked away from Sha Tin with a broken nose and a 
two-meeting suspension.

Callan got a bash on the nose from his mount Corre 
Rapido in the fourth race of the opening meeting of the 
season on Sunday. he soldiered on through his engage-
ments and only went for correctional surgery at the end 
of the day.

Despite the broken nose, murray managed to land a 
second place in the seventh race, aboard Golden Dash, 
going down by just 0.50 lengths.

The South China morning Post reports that the stipen-
diary stewards weren’t impressed with the way he went 
about things and handed him a five-day suspension for 
‘careless riding’.

Initially banned for the duration of next week, Callan 
appealed on the basis that he’d already booked rides for 
that period. The suspension was changed to 22 to 27 
September, which covers two meetings in hong Kong.

can be purchased here

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/sporting-post-racecards/
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Island Star
Past Sa champion stayer Enaad won the 
Gr1 air mauritius maiden Cup over the 
weekend to give jockey Daniel Stack-
house and the Gujadhur stable their sec-
ond  classic win and third Gr1 score of the 
season. Enaad nabbed stable companion 
and pacesetter The Great One (Swapneel 
Rama), in the final strides. The Gilbert 
Rousset-trained duo of Ten Gun Salute 
(Robbie Fradd) and Dawn Raid (Nishal 
Teeha) were third and fourth respective-
ly. It was a fifth maiden Cup victory for 
Ramapatee Gujadhur and his 21st mau-
ritian classic win. Enaad was trained here 
by mike de Kock and achieved the Gold 
Vase-Gold Cup double in 2016.

Short Heads

Klawervlei Stud bred Captain Lars 
scored the 20th victory of his career 
at Ffos Las on monday afternoon. 
The evergreen 9yo made all to win 
the Interbet.com handicap over 
1000m for trainer archie Watson 
and rider Edward Greatrex. he is by 
Klawervlei’s late champion sire Cap-
tain al, out of the Polar Falcon mare 
Polar Charge, runner up in the Gr1 
2000  Italian Oaks. Captain Lars is 
a full brother to Klipdrif Stud’s new 
sire for 2019, always In Charge.

Towering
While markus Jooste 
originally paid a$280 
000 - almost R2.8 million 
- for impressive Saturday  
debut winner Crown 
Towers at the 2017 
melbourne Premier Sale, 
the present owners look 
to have done well at R1.7 
million for the colt at the 
Central Route Trading 
sale in July. The eyecatch-
ing youngster is by triple 
classic winner Camelot 
out of a five-time 
winning Galileo mare. 
Trainer Justin Snaith and 
jockey Richard Fourie 
were suitably impressed.

STiLL  
TuRNiNG!

Dynasty, whose son 
It’s my Turn recently 
won the Equus, KZN, 
and Cape awards, is 
also the sire of the tal-
ented grey ascot bred 
Stormy Eclipse, who 
was named the East 
Cape Champion Older 
Gelding for 2017/18 at 
the East Cape awards 
evening which took 
place at Fairview 
on Saturday night. 
Dynasty also produced 
another big weekend 
with three winners.

Good Buy...
Back!

The Piemonte-bred son of Crusade, 
alfeo, has won the award for the 
Eastern Cape’s Champion 2yO 
Colt. Out of Singapura Cat (black 
minnaloushe),  alfeo was one of 
four Stakes Winners for Crusade 
last season. he has had three wins 
and two places from six starts – in-
cluding the Listed Dahlia Plate from 
madame Speaker and finished sec-
ond in the East Cape Nursery. alfeo 
is trained by alan Greeff. bought 
back for R20 000 from the 2017 
KZN yearling Sale, he has earned 
over R200 000 in stakes, excluding 
the R40 000 bSa maiden Juvenile 
Stakes bonus he earned when win-
ning his maiden Juvenile Plate.

Mission Possible
The successful De Kock stable’s Onamission Syndicate’s first ever 
runner, Puget Sound, made it 4 wins from 13 starts at the Vaal 
last Thursday. The son of Sail From Seattle has won over 1000m, 
1450m, 2000m and added a mile victory to his versatile record. 
When mike de Kock signed for Puget Sound at the 2016 CTS 
Ready To Run Sale it was a wet, rainy night – one to remember 
as mike commented to friends around his table, ‘I’ve found a 
real plum here for R120,000!’ The syndicate includes owners 
from the uSa, Dubai, the uK and mauritius, and a number of 
the top stable’s grooms – a great advert for Sa racing!

Panache!
Thirteen-time hong Kong Champion Doug Whyte shot down 
rumours of his retirement and a possible second career as an 
assistant trainer, by following Grant van Niekerk and winning 
the second race at Sha Tin on Sunday aboard Le Panache. 
Whyte says he is in a good space and committed. There was 
talk last term that his heart wasn’t in it anymore.

Former Dean Kannemeyer 
-trained Silvano gelding 
balance Sheet is living the 
retired life of a king with 
Ridgemont highland’s 
amanda Carey and the smart 
stayer was amongst the 
awards again at his second 
career recently. he won 
the Prelim Dressage Victor 
Ludorum under Kim bray for 
the 6 highest scores achieved 
at the Europa Dressage Show.
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Features To Come
Sat 8 Sept  Gr3 Spring Spree Stakes 
  1200m Turffontein (I)

Sat 29 Sept  Settlers Trophy (L) 
  2400m Durbanville

how horses performed in South africa’s 
black type races, expressed in points based 
on the kind of races and how far behind 
the winner they finished. 
a full explanation of the point system and 
the complete list of point earners is on the 
Sporting Post website. 

TOP SCORERS for 2017/2018
(complete season to 31 July 2018)

horse  age sex points races
Legal Eagle 6 c 284 4
Snowdance 3 f 264 6
Oh Susanna 3 f 242 4
Captain america 7 c 226 5
Coral Fever 5 c 194 4
Will Pays 6 c 190 5
Do It again 3 c 176 5
attenborough 4 c 168 3
Nother Russia 5 f 154 4
undercover agent 3 c 154 3
Eyes Wide Open 3 c 150 3
Tap O' Noth 3 c 124 3
Surcharge 3 c 110 3
Takingthepeace 3 f 100 2
Liege 5 c 100 1
Sergeant hardy 4 c 100 1
Sommerlied 4 f 95 2
Sail South 7 c 86 2
Soqrat 2 c 84 2
Fiorella 3 f 80 3
marinaresco 5 c 78 2
Wonderwall 3 c 76 3
Let It Rain 5 c 75 2
It's my Turn 5 c 75 3
Trip To heaven 6 c 75 2
hero's honour 3 c 70 1
Lobo's Legend 3 c 70 1
Redberry Lane 4 f 70 1
Van halen 2 c 70 1
mighty high 2 f 70 1
Last Winter 4 c 70 2
Return Flight 2 f 70 1
made To Conquer 4 c 62 2

Phumelela Shareprice
    date close high low volume

05Sep 1325 1325 1325 24,000 
04Sep 1345 1345 1325 38 
03Sep 1360 1360 1325 25,365
31aug 1325 1325 1325 305,812
30aug 1325 1325 1325 34,988
29aug 1360 1360 1330 1,000

Pokemon Shuffle
WON at Vaal, 30 August  

T: SD Gray     J: W Kennedy     B: Graystone Stud 

Pretty Ballerina 
WON by 2.25L at Vaal, 30 August 

T: OA Ferraris    J: W Kennedy    B:Tawny Syndicate 

Winter Wolf 
WON at Greyville, 29 August

T: JG Dittmer    J: J Samuel   B: Scott Bros

July wins award
The Vodacom Durban July of 2018 was 

adjudged the best horseracing event at 
the Gambling Industry Awards function 
held at Carnival City recently.

Gold Circle’s Ken Tweddell and Raf Sheik 
received the award on behalf of the KZN-
based racing operator.

Internationally acknowledged as africa’s 
Greatest horseracing Event, the Voda-
com Durban July has been run without 
interruption every year since Campanajo 
crossed the line first in the Durban Turf Club 
handicap over a 1600m on the western vlei 
at Greyville on Saturday, 17 July 17,1897. 
Not even two world wars and a soggy track 
in 1989 that saw the early races on the card 
abandoned, have prevented the race taking 
place.

Vodacom came on board as the big race 
sponsor in 2002.

 The Gambling Industry awards is the only 
african gambling/gaming industry-wide 
awards which recognises excellence in the 
industry and encourages transparency, 
excellence, efficiency and ethical conduct 
throughout the industry. The GI awards 
were introduced in 2015 and has grown 
this year from 3 to 17 categories.

Fairview (poly)  
Friday, 31 august 
Course Variant: 0.15s fast 

Just 2mm of rain fell during the seven days leading 
up to this meeting, and the going was posted as 

standard. There was a south westerly cross wind of 
around 35km/h, and the false rail, as is always the 

case on the poly track, was out 3m at the 421m mark.

Founders Trophy (NBT)             R110,000  

Gimme A Star!
Yvette Bremner’s multiple stakes winner 

Gimme The Stars atoned for a boardroom 
decision that saw him demoted at his last start, 
when he came out with all guns blazing to win the  
R110 000 Founders Trophy at Fairview. 

The final feature of the lean first month of 
the South African racing season hosted eight 
runners and looked to be competitive.

After Dawnbreaker had shown the way as he 
enjoys to do, the hat-trick bidding Union Jack 
failed to go through with his challenge in the 
home straight and it was Ryan Munger who 
produced the final act of the show in style.

Starting at a  generous 7-1, Gimme The Stars 
powered home to beat the late flashing stayer 
Desert Wisdom by 0,75 lengths in a time of 
95.24 secs.

The runner-up deserves a mention. It was a 
first run back home for the Jacques Strydom-
trained son of Querari who had finished tailed off 
in the Gold Cup on Super Saturday at Greyville. 
He looked none the worse for wear here and the 
decent pace over the mile appeared to suit him.

The pacemaker Dawnbreaker and Union 
Jack were both rather one-paced late in the 
race failed to find the Bipot qualifiers.

Winning rider Ryan Munger scored his 14th 
win of the season and will soon be headed to 
Cape Town where he takes up a position with 
the powerful Kotzen Woodhill Racing Team.

A R250 000 Cape Premier Yearling Sale 
Book 1 purchase, Gimme The Stars has earned 
R564 075 from his 7 wins with 12 places from 
26 starts. A son of More Than Ready stallion 
Gimmethegreenlight, Gimme The Stars was 
bred by Patricia Devine Investments, from the 
one-time winning Jet Master mare, Cosmic Jet.

Fresh from his holiday, Greg Cheyne was 
quick into stride and banged the first two 
winners home for Alan Greeff. Louis Mxothwa 
also rode two winners – one each for Grant 
Paddock and Sharon Kotzen.
Founders Trophy (NBT) 1600m

Winner Gimme The Stars raced 5th entering 
the home straight; pushed out to lead 
150m; won well
Runner-up Desert Wisdom was nervous 
and kicked the back gate in the stalls; raced 
3rd; ran on
Third Dawnbreaker set the pace; 3 lengths 
clear entering the straight; no chance with 
first two
Time: The field was very strung out early; 

B l a c k  t y P e  r e s u l t s

comparatively this was the second fastest 
race of the afternoon. We gave the winner 
(prev 80/93/94/89/94) 96 which makes the 
runner-up (prev 48/79/81/74/0) 83 and the 
third (prev 73/80/77/87/91) 92

 
96   1   0.00 Gimme The STarS  (3) 57.5 R Munger  71/10 
5 b g Gimmethegreenlight - Cosmic Jet (Jet Master) 
83   2   0.75 DeSerT WiSDom  (7) 52.5 K Minnie  28/1 
5 b g Querari - Meaningful (Kefaah) 
92   3   1.00 DaWnbreaker  (5) 56.5 C Zackey  57/20 
5 ch g Trippi - Enchanted Dawn (National Assembly) 
94   4   2.00 Union Jack  (4) 58.5 G Cheyne     57/20      
92   5   2.75 Afrikaburn  (2) 58.5 R Khathi       71/20      
95   6   2.80 Stormy Eclipse  (1) 60.0 C Maujean     31/4      
66   7   8.55 Frikkie  (6) 52.5 S Fortune      28/1      
77   8  10.80 Fire In The Belly  (8) 59.5 X Ndlovu       11/1      
Time: 95.24s (59.53s avg/1000m, or 60km/h)       SP Total %: 113%
1st  T:Y Bremner o:Messrs Bryn Ressell, F H McGrath & M C Wright 
b:Patricia Devine Inv 

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/score-card/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za
https://scottbros.co.za/
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Deceased champion sire, Danehill, succeeded in every aspect 
as a stallion, as few other sires have in recent memory.  An out-
standing sire and sire of sires, the son of Danzig was Champion 
Broodmare Sire in both GB/Ireland and North America, writes 
Sarah Whitelaw.

Danehill’s daughters have produced more than 190 stakes win-
ners in the Northern hemisphere alone, with this tally headed by 
top class sires Frankel, Siyouni, Teofilo  and the very exciting Intello  
- like Teofilo and Frankel, sired by Galileo. 

The increasingly successful South african sire, Ideal World, (bred on 
the reverse cross to Duke Of marmalade) is another out of a Danehill 
daughter. Other outstanding performers out of Danehill mares in-
clude arc winner, Danedream, seven time Gr1 winner, highland Reel, 
hong Kong champion, Vengeance Of Rain, Golden Slipper winner, 
Vancouver, and Irish 2000 Guineas winner, Roderic O’Connor. 

Now Danehill’s top sire sons are making their presence felt as 
broodmare sires, suggesting that Danehill’s already most formida-
ble legacy will continue even further down the years.

Redoute’s Choice
Triple australian Champion Sire, and a sire whose stock have a 

superb record in South africa, Redoute’s Choice is also fast building a 
record as a top flight broodmare sire. he ended as australia’s second 
Leading broodmare Sire, by stakes, in 2017-2018, when Redoute’s 
Choice mares were responsible for such major winners as ace high 
(Victoria Derby, Spring Champion Stakes), Levendi (australian Der-
by), D’argento (Rosehill Guineas) and Kementari (Randwick Guin-
eas). Redoute’s Choice mares have bred ten Gr1 winners, including 
current boom australian sire, Zoustar. mares by Redoute’s Choice 
have bred major winners by sires from differing sire lines such as 
Northern meteor, O’Reilly, So you Think and Street Cry.

Dansili
a former champion sire in France (and full brother to the cham-

pion dam of Ideal World), Dansili’s daughters have produced nearly 
40 stakes winners in the Northern hemisphere alone, including 
2018 Jersey Stakes winner Expert Eye,  Gr2 Ribblesdale Stakes 
winner magic Wand and an impressive 12 other stakes winners.The 
impeccably bred Dansili (he is an own brother to four Gr1 winners) is 
damsire of five Gr1 winners to date, including Chicquita (Irish Oaks), 
Capla Temptress (Natalma Stakes), Nezwaah (Pretty Polly Stakes), 
astaire (middle Park Stakes) and Ice breeze (Prix Royal-Oak). With a 
number of top class daughters yet to be represented on the track, 
the now pensioned Dansili looks on course for greater broodmare 
success over the years to come.

Danehill Dancer
Danehill Dancer, whose sire sons continue to make their mark in 

major races across the globe, has built up a commendable record as 
a broodmare sire, with his best results coming when his daughters 
are mated to Galileo. all the Gr1 winners out of Danehill Dancer 
mares, with the exception of Doomben, 10 000 hero music mag-
nate, and argentinian top flight winner, Victor Security, have been 
sired by Galileo. That tally includes horse Of The year, minding, 
French 2000 Guineas hero, The Gurkha and triple Gr1 winner, alice 
Springs. another notable performer sired by Galileo out of a Danehill 
Dancer mare is Gr3 acomb Stakes hero, Recorder, who covered 
more mares (152) than any other first crop sire in France this year.

Flying Spur
If the deceased Golden Slipper winning, Flying Spur, had been 

broodmare sire of nothing but 
Golden Slipper winning champion 
and high class sire, Sebring, he 
would still have left his mark as 
a maternal grandsire. however, 
Flying Spur broodmares have 
proved consistently successful, 
with Sebring joining the likes of 

Preferment, Grand Journey, former South african champ, Delago 
Deluxe, headway, Speak Fondly and Shillelagh as a major GR1 
winner produced by a Flying Spur mare.

Exceed And Excel
Former australian champion sire, Exceed and Excel, is the sire of 

an exceptional broodmare daughter in the form of Essaouira, dam 
of both alizee (Flight Stakes, Queen of The Turf Stakes) and Darley 
sire astern (Golden Rose Stakes). The sire of more than 100 stakes 
winners himself, Exceed and Excel is also damsire of high class 
siblings, bounding (Lonhro) and impressive recent Futurity Stakes 
winner anthony Van Dyck (Galileo). The latter is currently among 
the early fancies for the 2019 2000 Guineas and Investec Derby.

Rock Of Gibraltar
One of Danehill’s greatest sons on the racetrack and sire of 

more than 100 stakes winners thus far, Rock Of Gibraltar is dam-
sire of just two Gr1 winners to date (mikki Isle  and Photo Call), 
a slightly disappointing statistic given the quality of mare the 
former horse Of The year covered early on. however, ‘The Rock’ 
is also to be found as maternal grandsire of Coolmore Stud aus-
tralia’s popular young Gr2 Schillaci Stakes winning sire, Rubick, 
whose first yearlings made up to a$470 000 last season.

Holy Roman Emperor
a dual Gr1 winner at two, and closely related to Flying Spur, 

holy Roman Emperor is a relatively young broodmare sire but 
his daughters have already produced the Gr1 winners, Johannes 
Vermeer (Criterium International) and Verbal Dexterity (Nation-
al Stakes), as well as 2018 Premio Parioli (Italian 2000 Guineas) 
victor Wait Forever (Camelot).

Duke Of Marmalade & Oratorio
The well performed and South african based, Danehill sired 

pair of Duke Of marmalade and Oratorio are also starting to en-
joy success as broodmare sires. Duke Of marmalade has already 
had a pair of group winners in 2018 to his credit (including the 
unbeaten potential English classic contender, antonia De Vega), 
while high class performers produced by triple Gr1 winner, Ora-
torio, include Dee Stakes winner, Viren’s army, 2yo stakes winner, 
Servalan (No Nay Never), Gr3 athasi Stakes heroine, Dolce Strega 
(Zoffany) and Gr3 Kindergarten Stakes winner, Paquirri (I am 
Invincible). To date, Oratorio, who is also damsire of Godolphin’s 
Stealth Fighter (Kodiac) who made a winning debut on Saturday, 
has featured as a broodmare sire of stakes winners in all of aus-
tralia, Italy, Indian, britain, and Ireland. 

Other Danehill sires represented by at least one major Gr1 
winner as a broodmare sire include mozart (damsire of breeders’ 
Cup Turf winner magician), Restructure (his daughter Champers 
produced Sa horse Of The year Legislate), Catbird (damsire of 
champion Entisaar), Lion hunter (broodmare sire of multiple Gr1 
winner, Chautauqua and Gr1 winning young sire, Star Witness), 
Tiger hill (daughter anatola bred melbourne Cup hero, alman-
din), and Danewin (damsire of Caulfield Cup winner Fawkner).

h e r e  &  e l s e w h e r e 

danehill’s dazzling dynasty
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Setting New Standards
Drakenstein Stud Farm 

scheduled their annual stallion 
viewing for 31 August 2018.  
As such, last Friday found me 
staring into my cupboard will-
ing inspiration (or failing that, 
clean laundry) to strike.

Spending the bulk of my life 
behind a desk means that I’ve 
had rather less time to develop my skills of selecting the right 
outfit for the various social occasions that life throws my way (why 
can’t everyone just wear jods?) and it’s been my experience – 
fanciful or not – that certain places confound the weatherman and 
seem to have their own weather.

Drakenstein Stud Farm is one such place.  by that, I don’t mean 
that the weather is necessarily always mild – it isn’t – but it certain-
ly always manages to be spectacular.  ah well, they do say there’s 
no such thing as bad weather, only the wrong clothes!

Jack Frost attempted to throw a grey blanket across the skies 
and a light drizzle followed us up the N1, but with the snow gone 
from the mountain tops, the mercury crept up to a comfortable 14 
degrees and it was clear winter had lost its teeth.

Winds of Change
Someone recently sent me something of a treatise on change – 

or disruption – as most people are referring to it these days.  While 
I do welcome new things, I don’t always like old ones changing.  
Particularly once one has got used to places and people and hors-
es and they have become friends, because Lord knows there are 
few enough of those around.  but life only has space for so much, 
so change they must.  Which was part of the reason for the visit.  
as winter gives way to spring, the old makes way for the new and 
while my charming friend Kingsbarns was no longer in residence, 
we were there to  celebrate the arrival of Gold Standard.

The day is one of my favourites on the calendar, probably because 
despite officially being classified as ‘work’, it feels like a Proper 
Day Out from start to finish.  It’s just up the road from where I live 
(hurrah), it’s a pretty drive and in addition to the lovely horses and 
scenery, there are always lots of favourite people in attendance too 
and perhaps the best compliment that I can pay the very fabulous 
Drakenstein team, is that it is a day I aLWayS look forward to.

Fun
The first day at school vibe starts in the Franschhoek motor mu-

seum car park with hugs and hellos and chats that continue in the 
tram all the way up to the stabling complex, where we’re greeted by 
the lovely Drakenstein team to collect our name badges and offered 
the opportunity to nail our allegiances to the mast and select a cap 
bearing the name of our favourite Drakenstein stallion (or for more 
serious collectors, a chance to procure any missing ones from their 
set).  Then it’s a short walk up to and through the covering barn to 
join the assembly and continue our conversations over warming 
cups of coffee and rusks.  No bluster, no extravagant tinsel or fuss – 
just a warm, South african welcome, presided over by Nic Fiddian 
Green’s gorgeous Roman horse bronze. Read more here

 farewell to a Star 
South Africa’s 2000 Horse Of 

The Year, Celtic Grove died at 
his home at Lammerskraal in 
August.  He was 21 years old. 

The arrival of the big bay son 
of Fort Wood, all the way back 
in 1997, formed an epoch in 
the history of the Ceres nursery, 
signalling the rebirth of the farm 

and the start of great things to come. 
 manager Sally bruss explains, “When I started working 

here, we mainly had argentinian mares. mike  Rattray decid-
ed to totally change how he was doing things and decided 
from then on he would buy decent race fillies off the track 
and group winning mares offered on sales.”

 “We went to the Pietermaritzburg sales and bought 
Welsh Woman (the dam of Celtic Grove).  at that same sale 
we also bought Triumphant Lady and Saintly Lady – that was 
the start of Lammerskraal Stud.”

 asked what made them select Welsh Woman in particu-
lar, Sally says it was mainly her race record that made her 
stand out.  “In Ireland, she was just beaten in the moyglare 
Stakes and then she came to South africa and won a num-
ber of races.  She was a good race filly here.”  In total, Welsh 
Woman won a total of 7 in Sa and britain over 1000- 1200m 
and placed 18 times.  

 Celtic Grove arrived in 1997 and Sally remembers him as 
a strapping colt.  “he was a real little man.  I've got photos of 
him as a foal next to his dam, he was this beautiful big strong 
colt.  Plain, but so well made, an imposing horse. ”

 Celtic Grove debuted over 1000m at the Vaal on 19 
January 2000, where he finished 2.2 lengths 6th under Piere 
Strydom.  he saluted at all three of his next starts, closing his 
2yo campaign with earnings of R94,062.

 however, it was as a 3yo that he really hit his straps, 
taking the Gr2 Golden horseshoe, Gr2 Skeaping Trophy and 
Gr2 Dingaans on the trot.  he travelled to the Cape for an 
agonising 0.05 length second to Ethno Centric in the Gr1 
Cape Guineas.  back on home turf in Johannesburg, he 
strung together another two wins, including the Gr2 Gaut-
eng Guineas and went down 2.25 lengths in the Sa Classic, 
before dominating the Durban season.  he collected a Gr1 
double in the Sa Guineas and Gold Challenge, before a 
rousing second in the 2001 Rothmans July, conceding both 
weight and age to Trademark, who held him off by just 
over a length. 

 It was enough to convince the aRCSa panel to bestow 
the titles of 3yO Classic horse as well as horse of the year 
honours for the season.  

 Celtic Grove retired with a career total of 10 wins and 11 
places from 37 starts.  as the farm’s first horse of the year, 
Celtic Grove was offered pride of place back at Lammerskraal.

B r e e d i n g

Gold Standard | Hamish Niven Photography
Celtic Grove |Charles Faull

MISSED RECENT RESuLTS?       Click here for a quick link to the Sporting Post website

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/09/always-take-the-weather-with-you/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/recent-results-summary/
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B r e e d i n g

The Sporting Post invites breeders to submit  
colour photographs of new foals for possible  

publication on our various platforms.
Please email to editor@sportingpost.co.za and 

kindly include breeding, birthdate and sex. 

any additional information and titbits are welcome.  
The photographer’s name may also be included,  

if applicable.

at a Premium!
It’s that time of the year again when the KZN Breeders Premi-

um Scheme kicks in for breeders. 
The only one of its kind in South africa, breeders Premium 

Schemes are not uncommon in the world of Thoroughbred 
breeding – just about every major Thoroughbred racing country 
has one.

Germany, Japan and France have national breeder Premium 
Schemes, australia have provincial ones as do america, and a 
recent publication indicated that due to the decline of breeders in 
the united Kingdom, their Tba were strongly considering intro-
ducing a breeder Premium Scheme (TDN, 19 July 2018) to assist 
breeders and encourage the growth of the Thoroughbred breed 
to support their racing requirements needed.

The KZN breeders Premium Scheme has assisted the KZN 
breeders Club in purchasing uK Gr1 winning sire Crusade, who 
produced 4 Stakes Winners last season and an impressive 40% 
winners to runners percentage. his average earnings per runner 
was R50 518 each for their connections.

another stallion acquisition whose purchase was assisted 
through the KZN breeders Premium Scheme is the Gr1 producing 
await The Dawn, who has been a very sad loss to breeding in KZN. 
The first stallion to stand in South africa to have the farm staff 
involved in the syndicate at Summerhill, the sire of Gr1 Sa Derby 
winner hero’s honour has led the stats each year impressively.

CTS Ready To Run Log - Latest 
Vaughan Marshall’s impressive Kuda Sprint debut winner 

Agent Of Fortune and narrow SA Nursery runner- up Cirillo 
continue to hold the joint top position on the little changed 
latest log for the R2,5 million Ready To Run Stakes to be con-
tested over 1400m at Kenilworth on 24 November.

The latest log is per 31 august and can be viewed here
bred by Dr Veronique  Kritzinger, agent Of Fortune was a 

first second crop stakes winner for What a Winter (Western 
Winter) and is out of six-time winner, Sofala (Jet master). he 
is thus a half-brother to the well-performed six-time Western 
Force (Western Winter.)

Please note that:
The Log is intended as a guide only and is purely based on 

performances thus far.
Fillies will receive a 2.5kg allowance. This has been added to 

all raced fillies for log purposes.
The Log excludes horses without an official NhRa merit Rating.

Made in Heaven!
Triple South african Champion sire Silvano will once again be 

covering some of Wilgerbosrdift’s choice mares. among the 
mares visiting the country’s reigning champion sire are millionaire 
Espumanti, berry blaze who was third in the G1 Sa Fillies Classic, 
and the brilliant Europa Point. The latter, a Rock Of Gibraltar mare 
from the same family as Fort Wood, won nine times including 
both the 2012 Gr1 Champions Challenge and 2012 Gr1 Empress 
Club Stakes.

Silvano’s Gr1 Wilgerbosdrift Sa Fillies Classic winner Orchid Island 
meets Querari in her first season at stud, while champion sprint-
er What a Winter is the selected mate for graded stakes winners 
Sweetie Pie (Gold Circle Oaks) and Gorongosa (Gold bowl).

The Wilgerbosdrift bred Dynasty has long been one of South 
africa’s premier stallions and he will be visited by Equus Champi-
on alboran Sea, Elusive Quality mare Public Protector, G1 winners 
Lily Of The Valley and mubtaahij’s half-sister Saint mary, and Oasis 
Dream’s millionaire Welwitschia.

Dynasty’s full-sister Clandestine visits champion 2yO sire Var in 
2018, while Swallow Stakes winner Loupe is due to be covered by 
triple Gr1 winner Oratorio this season.

Gimmethegreenlight is set to cover Equus Champion Rat 
burana and her daughter bang Sue, Gr1 majorca Stakes winner 
Nightingale and Fillies Guineas victress Festival Of Fire.

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/09/latest-ready-to-run-log-little-change/
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he was so good Time-
form provisionally rated 
Frankel’s 2012 Queen 
anne Stakes win at 147, 
making him the best 
horse since the rating 
agency started in 1948.

The star son of Galileo, 
who has 48 stakes per-
formers to his credit in 
the breeding barn, could 
have another top one on 
his hands. his daughter 
Frankely awesome, could 
emerge as a dark horse 
in the the spring features 
after posting a brilliant 
debut win at Newcastle 
on Tuesday. 

Frankely awesome 
unwound a storming finish 
to score by a widening 3 
lengths in a 1300m fillies 
& mares maiden plate. 
a homebred from bruce 
Neill's Cressfield Stud, 
Frankely awesome is out 
of the stakes-winning 
Street Cry mare Street 
Secret and is a direct  
descendant of allegretta, 
dam of English 2000 
Guineas winner King's 
best and Prix de l'arc de 
Triomphe winner and 
legendary producer urban 
Sea (miswaki). urban Sea 
is the dam of champion 
racehorses and sires  
Galileo and Sea The Stars.

LEADING SIRES of 2YO’S by STAKES     SeaSon 2017/2018 • complete season to 31 July 2018

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 2,557,850 Var 53 48,261 149 21 25 40% 1 1 5% 42 28% 3 William The Silent 693,750 27%
 2,252,875 *Captain Al 38 59,286 111 14 17 37% 2 3 14% 43 39% 4 Celtic Sea 692,000 31%
 2,142,775 Oratorio 32 66,962 101 14 18 44% 3 3 21% 28 28% 5 Van Halen 601,125 28%
 1,999,675 Gimmethegreenlight 34 58,814 103 16 21 47% 1 2 6% 33 32% 4 Barahin 533,625 27%
 1,720,850 Pathfork 25 68,834 66 10 15 40% 2 4 20% 14 21% 2 Mighty High 534,375 31%
 1,566,000 Pomodoro 22 71,182 90 5 8 23% 1 1 20% 31 34% 2 Return Flight 613,625 39%
 1,489,700 What A Winter 42 35,469 136 13 15 31% 1 1 8% 47 35% 0 Clouds Unfold 233,125 16%
 1,411,825 *Sail From Seattle 48 29,413 173 17 17 35% 0 0 0% 51 29% 1 Across Seattle 95,500 7%

The fuLL Statistics OnLIne http://www.sportingpost.co.za/horse-racing-statistics/ *Stallion dead or Retired  **Stallion Not Standing in RSA 
**Breeding operations not based in RSA  -  Statistics for Breeders & Sires reflect ALL earnings, incl. restricted races & handicap races

LEADING BREEDERS by STAKES    SeaSon 2017/2018 • complete season to 31 July 2018

 Stakes Breeder rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 22,094,863 Summerhill Stud 352 62,769 2424 131 192 37% 5 6 4% 631 26% 8 Takingthepeace 1,400,000 6%
 21,179,575 Klawervlei Stud 388 54,587 2275 142 201 37% 9 9 6% 654 29% 10 Lobo’s Legend 1,350,775 6%
 15,563,913 Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein 208 74,827 1274 105 160 50% 10 14 10% 384 30% 13 Celtic Sea 692,000 4%
 15,262,725 Drakenstein Stud 120 127,189 699 67 99 56% 7 10 10% 208 30% 12 Oh Susanna 4,312,375 28%
 14,281,938 Maine Chance 157 90,968 956 69 116 44% 9 11 13% 259 27% 11 Liege 1,253,250 9%
 13,712,138 Moutonshoek 137 100,089 846 53 89 39% 4 5 8% 240 28% 6 Undercover Agent 4,966,875 36%
 11,726,413 Varsfontein Stud 109 107,582 691 49 75 45% 5 7 10% 220 32% 17 Surcharge 2,695,000 23%
 11,082,013 Ascot Stud 97 114,248 596 46 72 47% 5 7 11% 180 30% 11 Coral Fever 3,185,000 29%
 10,548,825 Highlands 157 67,190 957 73 102 46% 5 8 7% 240 25% 9 Eyes Wide Open 978,000 9%

LEADING SIRES by STAKES     SeaSon 2017/2018 • complete season to 31 July 2018
 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 24,960,263 *Captain Al 175 142,630 977 82 122 47% 14 20 17% 337 34% 24 Undercover Agent 4,966,875 20%
 19,821,213 Silvano 225 88,094 1379 114 182 51% 12 13 11% 425 31% 23 Elusive Silva 716,250 4%
 16,376,750 Dynasty 150 109,178 806 74 123 49% 16 21 22% 217 27% 17 It’s My Turn 1,306,250 8%
 14,536,950 Trippi 140 103,835 857 72 110 51% 5 5 7% 303 35% 11 Miss Katalin 1,663,250 11%
 13,871,651 Var 235 59,028 1318 89 139 38% 3 6 3% 394 30% 11 Sommerlied 793,750 6%
 12,579,500 Gimmethegreenlight 157 80,124 966 67 98 43% 4 7 6% 273 28% 16 Surcharge 2,695,000 21%
 10,516,900 Querari 120 87,641 718 54 86 45% 6 8 11% 203 28% 7 Monks Hood 1,030,875 10%
 10,226,601 What A Winter 105 97,396 546 48 63 46% 2 2 4% 171 31% 3 Dutch Philip 3,859,975 38%
 9,354,163 Judpot 134 69,807 771 49 60 37% 2 3 4% 214 28% 8 Coral Fever 3,185,000 34%

LEADING SIRES of 3YO’S by STAKES     SeaSon 2017/2018 • complete season to 31 July 2018

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 14,947,213 *Captain Al 51 293,083 343 32 50 63% 6 10 19% 126 37% 7 Undercover Agent 4,966,875 33%
 8,736,901 What A Winter 63 138,681 410 35 48 56% 1 1 3% 124 30% 3 Dutch Philip 3,859,975 44%
 7,920,913 Silvano 84 94,297 534 54 91 64% 3 3 6% 168 31% 7 Miyabi Gold 420,000 5%
 7,694,425 Gimmethegreenlight 75 102,592 532 33 49 44% 2 4 6% 144 27% 8 Surcharge 2,695,000 35%
 7,640,900 Trippi 42 181,926 284 30 41 71% 1 1 3% 108 38% 4 Miss Katalin 1,663,250 22%
 7,002,750 Twice Over 62 112,948 411 32 45 52% 2 4 6% 97 24% 5 Do It Again 3,257,500 47%
 5,709,025 Dynasty 58 98,431 334 31 43 53% 5 6 16% 92 28% 8 Eyes Wide Open 978,000 17%
 5,665,550 Querari 48 118,032 310 24 37 50% 3 4 13% 83 27% 2 Monks Hood 1,030,875 18%
 4,995,651 Var 75 66,609 509 34 47 45% 0 0 0% 167 33% 3 Speedpoint 424,100 8%

LEADING SIRES by STAKES on POLYTRACK SeaSon 2017/2018 • complete season to 31 July 2018

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 2,319,375 Trippi 54 42,951 184 17 27 31% 1 1 6% 79 43% 0 Miracle Bureau 280,225 12%
 2,263,876 *Sail From Seattle 72 31,443 238 27 35 38% 0 0 0% 72 30% 0 For Luck Sake 269,200 12%
 2,165,625 Visionaire 58 37,338 167 20 28 34% 0 0 0% 57 34% 1 We’re Watching You 207,100 10%
 2,164,325 Var 94 23,025 292 20 24 21% 0 0 0% 89 30% 1 Miss Varlicious 148,875 7%
 1,972,213 Silvano 66 29,882 175 22 29 33% 0 0 0% 43 25% 1 Argenteus 172,500 9%
 1,704,400 Querari 45 37,876 159 14 22 31% 0 0 0% 43 27% 0 Kazaar 179,375 11%
 1,648,200 *Antonius Pius 40 41,205 187 17 24 43% 2 2 12% 49 26% 0 Kissable 178,125 11%
 1,625,900 Gimmethegreenlight 57 28,525 187 13 20 23% 0 0 0% 54 29% 0 Accidental Tourist 173,000 11%

LEADING SIRES by STAKES on SAND    SeaSon 2017/2018 • 1 August - 31 July 2018

 Stakes Sire rnrs AEPR runs wnrs wns  wnr/  SW SW SW/   plcs  plc/  SP  top earner with stakes
        rnr%  wnrs  wns wnr%   rns%   & % of total stakes

 1,057,875 *Kahal 24 44,078 171 11 19 46% 0 0 0% 54 32% 0 Red Special 299,425 28%
 924,250 Mambo In Seattle 26 35,548 162 8 16 31% 0 0 0% 39 24% 0 Sultry 146,975 16%
 535,025 Seventh Rock 21 25,477 84 6 9 29% 0 0 0% 30 36% 0 Emperors Tractor 138,575 26%
 496,050 Bold Silvano 8 62,006 68 3 10 38% 0 0 0% 21 31% 0 Two Gunsy 205,450 41%
 487,075 Philanthropist 15 32,472 71 7 10 47% 0 0 0% 17 24% 0 Sea Bean 103,925 21%
 485,000 *A P Arrow 10 48,500 98 5 8 50% 0 0 0% 27 28% 0 Portman Square 159,875 33%
 438,825 Var 18 24,379 80 4 7 22% 0 0 0% 19 24% 0 Roquebrune 219,900 50%
 398,425 Traffic Guard 12 33,202 67 3 8 25% 0 0 0% 14 21% 0 Ahead Of Traffic 167,075 42%

http://www.highlandsstud.co.za/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
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Gavin’s Back!
Jockey Gavin Lerena returns to 

race riding at the Vaal today after a 
long injury enforced break. he has 
taken only two rides to ease himself 
back into the hustle and bustle of 
race riding. Gavin’s biokineticist is 
happy with his progress and the 
strength of his shoulder, suggest-
ing that the bone won’t be 100% 
healed but it should almost be 

ready for rigorous action. The popular former Sa Champion 
has been riding work for four weeks already .

Going Like A Boeing
Our personality profile of last 

week (SP 2491) and former 
champion jockey Garth Puller has 
maintained his 20% win strike-rate 
and saddled another winner at 
Scottsville on Wednesday, courtesy 
of boeing City. The Sail From Seattle 
filly has won 2 of her 4 starts and 
loves the Scottsville 1000m. Garth 

has won 9 races so far this term – and looks well on track to 
beat his 38 strikes of last season.

Perfect Pair
Top KZN jockey Warren Kennedy 

and Summerveld trainer Gavin van 
Zyl enjoyed a nice double at Scotts-
ville yesterday. Gr1 winner along 
Came Polly’s full-brother Perfect 
Peter shed his maiden in style at his 

second start, but 
Warren earned his 
riding commission 
the hard way when 
So Var was taken all 
the way to the wire 
to a thrilling dead-
heat by muzi yeni 

on Drageda in the fifth. Kennedy has made a great start 
to the season and is in third position (15 winners) on the 
national jockey log. The combination’s strike-rate is 10%.

R a c i n g  T o  W i n

FOLLOW uS

Popular rider Gavin Lerena 
will be welcomed back at 

Vaal today

Warren Kennedy 
and Gavin van Zyl 

were in fine form at 
Scottsville

Garth Puller is producing 
a consistent stream of 

winners

LEADING TRAINERS by STAKES
SeaSon 2017/2018 • complete season to 31 July 2018

 trainer runs wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd 1st 1st stakes stks/
    %  % %  % four four%  runs

 J Snaith 1155 162 14% 210 18% 32% 135 12% 527 46% 29,981,238 25,958
 SG Tarry 1271 138 11% 214 17% 29% 127 10% 506 40% 23,552,775 18,531
 BJ Crawford 739 101 14% 135 18% 24% 97 13% 357 48% 16,617,563 22,487
 MF de Kock 766 131 17% 220 29% 34% 84 11% 381 50% 16,534,363 21,585
 C Bass-Robinson 934 98 10% 119 13% 27% 99 11% 400 43% 15,357,650 16,443
 AC Greeff 1020 148 15% 198 19% 35% 127 12% 498 49% 10,719,525 10,509
 GS Kotzen 821 80 10% 82 10% 29% 73 9% 304 37% 9,310,875 11,341
 PA Peter 634 88 14% 109 17% 31% 52 8% 250 39% 9,142,401 14,420
 MG & AA Azzie 498 61 12% 75 15% 24% 64 13% 217 44% 8,700,075 17,470
 D Kannemeyer 467 58 12% 75 16% 41% 49 10% 194 42% 7,686,800 16,460
 JAJ v Vuuren 477 67 14% 75 16% 33% 62 13% 229 48% 7,670,050 16,080
 DR Drier 525 66 13% 102 19% 34% 64 12% 244 46% 7,665,613 14,601
 J Ramsden 496 58 12% 80 16% 29% 62 13% 216 44% 7,059,150 14,232
 GD Smith 1165 81 7% 82 7% 30% 112 10% 421 36% 6,734,001 5,780
 Y Bremner 764 89 12% 101 13% 26% 82 11% 342 45% 6,589,238 8,625
 DC Howells 523 54 10% 73 14% 29% 61 12% 210 40% 6,400,700 12,238

LEADING TRAINERS/JOCKEYS by wINS %
SeaSon 2017/2018 • complete season to 31 July 2018

 trainer/ runs wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd stakes stks/
 jockey   %  % %  %  runs

 BJ Crawford/A Delpech 30 12 40% 16 53% 31% 7 23% 881,725 29,391
 OA Ferraris/L J Ferraris 27 10 37% 8 30% 38% 4 15% 775,375 28,718
 A Nel/A Domeyer 34 12 35% 12 35% 67% 4 12% 827,400 24,335
 GV Woodruff/G Lerena 43 14 33% 22 51% 45% 7 16% 1,073,800 24,972
 MF de Kock/A Delpech 104 32 31% 48 46% 46% 15 14% 3,200,075 30,770
 J Ramsden/A Marcus 33 10 30% 15 45% 47% 5 15% 899,600 27,261
 D Kannemeyer/A Delpech 78 22 28% 37 47% 43% 17 22% 2,110,975 27,064
 PA Peter/G Lerena 39 11 28% 19 49% 32% 7 18% 1,309,675 33,581
 PA Peter/P Strydom 44 12 27% 15 34% 40% 3 7% 1,056,525 24,012
 AC Greeff/A Domeyer 81 21 26% 37 46% 41% 11 14% 1,321,400 16,314
 C Bass-Robinson/G v Niekerk 52 13 25% 5 10% 0% 7 13% 4,493,050 86,405
 J Snaith/G v Niekerk 249 60 24% 73 29% 38% 40 16% 11,901,400 47,797
 AC Greeff/G Cheyne 388 89 23% 143 37% 34% 73 19% 6,197,350 15,973
 T Laing/C Murray 188 38 20% 37 20% 41% 25 13% 2,628,200 13,980
 J Snaith/B Fayd’herbe 182 36 20% 48 26% 25% 24 13% 7,584,625 41,674
 MF de Kock/R Simons 123 25 20% 34 28% 41% 8 7% 2,824,025 22,960

LEADING JOCKEYS by wINS
SeaSon 2017/2018 • complete season to 31 July 2018

 jockey rides wins win fav fav wfav 2nd 2nd 1st 1st stakes stks/
    %  % %  % four four%  rides

 L Hewitson 1470 185 13% 233 16% 28% 187 13% 703 48% 20,164,188 13,717
 M Yeni 1447 149 10% 225 16% 25% 164 11% 660 46% 18,211,026 12,585
 A Domeyer 696 137 20% 211 30% 38% 107 15% 424 61% 13,369,350 19,209
 A Delpech 527 136 26% 214 41% 38% 98 19% 341 65% 14,523,638 27,559
 G Cheyne 801 135 17% 189 24% 32% 110 14% 459 57% 11,145,025 13,914
 C Murray 942 120 13% 159 17% 33% 102 11% 384 41% 12,488,800 13,258
 R Fourie 668 119 18% 158 24% 32% 82 12% 357 53% 13,097,213 19,607
 K De Melo 1020 114 11% 133 13% 28% 123 12% 450 44% 12,698,225 12,449
 G v Niekerk 552 107 19% 119 22% 31% 82 15% 318 58% 20,087,575 36,391
 R Munger 1332 107 8% 72 5% 33% 100 8% 439 33% 8,779,763 6,591
 A Marcus 416 104 25% 205 49% 35% 77 19% 260 63% 15,715,863 37,779
 G Wrogemann 897 104 12% 96 11% 36% 95 11% 374 42% 12,726,126 14,187
 C Zackey 1143 97 8% 91 8% 25% 111 10% 438 38% 12,986,276 11,362
 W Kennedy 748 79 11% 68 9% 28% 82 11% 301 40% 8,892,550 11,888
 B Fayd’herbe 492 76 15% 101 21% 26% 67 14% 255 52% 12,261,650 24,922
 R Simons 617 76 12% 108 18% 36% 53 9% 241 39% 8,376,813 13,577

http://dkannemeyerracing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sportingpost/
https://twitter.com/sportingpost
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/horse-racing-statistics/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
http://racingrecord.co.za/stats/
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Notable Maiden Winners
DYNASTY
Rated AR 73 THANKSGIVING (3c Torrential Rain by al mufti)

Maiden Plate Scottsville (inside) (1400m) (2/9)
a promising fourth when running on from the rear in his only 
previous racecourse appearance, Thanksgiving found solid 
betting support here, and went off in the red. he again ran on 
stoutly from off the pace, and after striking the front 200m out, 
he cruised clear to score by four.

DYNASTY
Rated AR 73 GOLDEN CHANCE (3f Free Gold by Goldkeeper)
maiden Plate (F&m) Scottsville (1200m) (5/9)
heavily supported throughout the morning, Dennis Drier’s new-
comer eventually left the stalls deep in the red at 9/20. She led 
throughout, and with her jockey looking around for the opposi-
tion from the 300m pole, she cruised in by seven with plenty in 
hand. highly regarded by the stable, Golden Chance will now be 
heading to Cape Town for the summer season.

Horses To Follow
NOORDHOEK FLYER
Rated AR 96 CAPTAIN’S GIRL (5m Captain’s heart by Captain al)

Pinnacle Stakes Scottsville (1000m) (2/9) 
Now a five time winner, Louis Goosen’s charge was ridden by 
anton marcus here. She quickened in good style after having to 
switch for a run 400m out, and won going away by two and a 
quarter after hitting the front 70m from home.

Winners Bred Abroad
Crown Towers (auS) 3c Camelot - miss With attitude (auS) 
(Galileo)      
     Kenilworth 1200m (01/09)

2nd season sires – 3yo’s
DUKE OF MARMALADE (Danehill)
Nastergal 3g (Royale Noir by black minnaloushe)

Durbanville 3 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1400m (08/09)
Orange bitters 3g (Sangria Girl by Wolfhound)

Durbanville 8 Maiden Plate 1400m (08/09)

JACKSON (Dynasty)
Summer haze 3g (Vale by Var)

Durbanville 3 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1400m (08/09)
big Suze 3g (Rydethecreek by Parade Leader)

Durbanville 3 Maiden Plate (F&M) 1400m (08/09)

MASTER OF MY FATE (Jet Master)
masterful 3g (Pure Glamour by Victory moon)

Fairview 3 MR 66 Handicap (Polytrack) 1200m (07/09)
Kawakami 3g (miss Kiri by Jallad)

Durbanville 7 MR 68 Handicap (F&M) 1250m (08/09)
Dirty harry 3g (americas Cup by Rich man's Gold)

Greyville 1 Maiden Plate (3yo's)(Polytrack) 1600m (09/09)
Lickerio 3g (Cochineal by Fort Wood)

Greyville 4 MR 64 Apprentice Handicap (Polytrack) 1400m 
(09/09)

Little audrey 3g (She Wolff by Captain al)
Greyville 7 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1900m (09/09)

higginson highway 3g (Sweet Talk by Opera King)
Greyville 7 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1900m (09/09)

NOBLE TUNE (Unbridled's Song)
albrandino 3g (boreal applause by Royal applause)

Fairview 1 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 1000m (07/09)
Wait a Sec 3g (In a While by Rakeen)

Fairview 2 Maiden Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1200m (07/09)
Incredible Tune 3g (miss Filly by modern Day)

Fairview 4 Novice Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1200m (07/09)
abelie 3g (bayard Crown by Strike Smartly)

Turffontein 2 Workriders Maiden Plate (F&M) 1450m (08/09)

POTALA PALACE (Singspiel)
Ruby Joy 3g (Wine Dark Sea by Touch Gold)

Fairview 1 Maiden Plate (Polytrack) 1000m (07/09)
Cape Imperial 3g (Cape Silver by badger Land)

Fairview 4 Novice Plate (F&M)(Polytrack) 1200m (07/09)

WHERE'S THAT TIGER (Storm Cat)
Tiger's bond 3g (miss Delish by Jallad)

Greyville 1 Maiden Plate (3yo's)(Polytrack) 1600m (09/09)

check the notable Maiden winners 
& Horses for the notebook on this page

- see how promising the sporting Post  
ability ratings (AR) say they are.

is your Horse one to follow?

http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-08&trackid=8&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-08&trackid=8&race=8
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-08&trackid=8&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-08&trackid=8&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-07&trackid=5&race=3
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-08&trackid=8&race=7
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-09&trackid=4&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-09&trackid=4&race=4
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-09&trackid=4&race=4
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-09&trackid=4&race=7
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-09&trackid=4&race=7
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-07&trackid=5&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-07&trackid=5&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-07&trackid=5&race=4
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-08&trackid=13&race=2
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-07&trackid=5&race=1
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-07&trackid=5&race=4
http://www.sportingpost.co.za/online-racecards/?date=2018-09-09&trackid=4&race=1
https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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uefa nations league 
Selected Fixtures Preview

The UEFA Nations League 
kicks off with some en-
thralling matches to look for-
ward to. The Nations League 
is a brand new tournament 
aimed to eliminate friend-
lies, bringing more competi-
tiveness into Europe’s inter-

national teams. We will also see more competitiveness in terms 
of the fixtures played, with most heavyweights pitted in the 
same group. With 55 teams in the competition, we’ll be taking a 
look at some key fixtures to place your bets on this weekend.

To catch up with Jesse & Chadley Nagel previews CliCk here

Friday 7 September
15/20 Italy | Draw 23/10 | Poland 4/1 (20:45) 
My money is on Italy to come out on top.

5/4 Turkey | 21/10 | Russia 9/4 (20:45) 
Not much separate these two sides with the draw tipped here 
at 21/10.

Saturday 8 September
15/20 Switzerland | 47/20 | Iceland 17/4 (18:00) 
Not much separate these two teams, but with home 
advantage, I’m backing the Swiss to edge it at 15/20.

17/10 England | 21/10 | Spain 33/20 (20:45) 
Both Teams to Score seems the best bet here at 9/10.

Sunday 9 September
*Forecast betting

6/10 France | 11/4 | Netherlands 47/10 (20:45) 
Take the home win here.

monday 10 September
13/10 Portugal | 2/1 | Italy 9/4 (20:45) 
Another close encounter is expected here, but I’m backing 
Mancini’s men to earn a point in Portugal.

13/20 Sweden | 26/10 | Turkey 17/4 (20:45) 
I’m backing a victory for Sweden.

tueSday 11 September
52/10 Iceland | 34/10 | Belgium 9/20 (20:45) 
The Red Devils, who have moved to second in the latest FIFA 
rankings, have too much quality for Iceland.

7/20 Spain | 9/2 | Croatia 11/2 (20:45) 
I’m backing Spain to Win and Both Teams to Score.

33/20 Bosnia & Herzegovina | 37/20 | Austria 39/20 (20:45) 
Goals can be expected here, but if you had to pick a result, 
back the draw here.

trebLe @ 5/1
Italy Win 15/20 
Switzerland Win 15/20 
England vs Spain bTTS 9/10

s P o r t s  a n d  B e t t i n g

impressive Maiden Winner!
There has always been great interest in the prospects of 

Ridgemont Highlands well-bred stallion Potala Palace and 
the Gr1 winning son of world champion racer and top sire 
Singspiel produced another winner at Turffontein on Satur-
day, courtesy of Mike and Adam Azzie trained Silken Prince. 

The highlands bred 3yo 
ran from a wide draw and 
was expected to need the 
run after a 9 week break.

but Silken Prince never 
looked in danger of defeat 
and duly strolled in to win 
the maiden 1600m under 
promising apprentice Denis 
Schwarz by 1,75 lengths. 
he had run two seconds and third at his first three starts and 
looks capable of going on to better things.

Potala Palace made the perfect start to his stud career when 
his very first runner won at the first time of asking in Decem-
ber 2017. Two-year-old filly Watsonia trained by alan Greeff, 
justified favouritism when winning the first maiden juvenile 
plate of the season at Fairview. She is out of the Fort Wood 
mare Cape Floral.

Potala Palace, who is from the same family as the likes of 
Fairy King, Nureyev, Reform and Sadler’s Wells, earned over 
R600 000 on the track and won both the Gr1 Premier’s Cham-
pion Stakes and G3 Joburg Spring Challenge.

The handsome bay was also a good fourth to Jackson and 
Variety Club in the 2012 G1 Investec Cape Derby.

he is out of Gr3 Prestige Stakes second alignment who is 
also second dam of Gr2 Dubai City Of Gold winner Excellent 
Result. alignment in turn is by top class Lyphard sire alzao, also 
the broodmare sire of breed shaping Japanese champion sire 
Deep Impact.

Interestingly, the highlands-bred Dynasty filly Front and Cen-
tre, Potala Palace, who races in the interests of Craig & Ross 
Kieswetter and Ridgemont highlands, made an impressive 
debut when she bounded clear to win a maiden Plate for fillies 
and mares over the 1200m on 18 august.

The Ridgemont highlands jockey duo of KZN Champion 
anton marcus and Greg Cheyne – who was crowned East Cape 
Champion for the sixth time on Saturday – were at Kenilworth 
on Saturday and were snapped in the new girls and boys silks 
of the powerful Kieswetter family racing and breeding empire.

a decision to run the Ridgemont highlands colts and fillies 
in distinguishing sets of silks will mean that the girls will run 
in the dark green, blue sleeves & white cap, while the boys 
will carry the dark blue, white crossed sashes and dark blue 
sleeves and cap.

The blue silks bear a strong resemblance to the flag of Scot-
land – and that’s no coincidence! Craig and Ross Kieswetter 
have strong connections to the great country, thanks to their 
mum, belinda.

Potala Palace | JC Photos

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2018/09/uefa-nations-league/
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c l o c k w a t c h i n g  w i t h  s t e v e  F u r n i s h

Solid Base
Greyville 26 August

a maiden plate over 1200m got pro-
ceedings underway on the turf on Sunday 
and here we saw a smart performance 
from the Dennis Drier trained newcomer 
haRD CORE. Nibble at on course to go 
off second favourite at 61/20, the son of 
Silvano was soon up handy. he was ridden 
to lead shortly after passing the 200m 
marker and went on to score with author-
ity by two.

Three of the afternoon’s eight races 
were staged over 1400m and stopping the 
clock in the fastest time amongst these 
was SyLVESTER ThE CaT in the mR82 
handicap. There was no pace on in the 
early stages of the race, and it was still a 
relatively sedate affair after the winner 
took up the running. The 6yo kept on 
strongly when the race developed into a 
sprint in the straight, and in a race where 
less than a length and a half covered the 
first seven home, he got the verdict by a 
half.

The only other distance to stage more 
than one race was 1600m where the 
faster of the two was the pinnacle stakes 
in which CamPhORaTuS caused a major 
upset. Sent off as the rank outsider of the 
six horse party at 22/1, the byword filly 
raced fifth for most of the journey. She 
quickened best of all at the top of the 
straight and won well by a length and a 
half from another easy to back runner in 
RaES’ DyNa JET.

Titbits Now a winner of three from five, the 
4yo PERFECT AIR completed a smart hat-trick 
when winning the MR68 Handicap over 1400m 
going away.

Ruling The Pace
Vaal 28 August 

They raced on the outside track on Tues-
day where three of the afternoon’s eight 
races took place over 1200m. The assess-
ment plate was comfortably the fastest 

of these and here victory went to the 3yo 
RuLE ThE NIGhT. Nibbled at on course to 
go off third in the betting market at 4/1, the 
Var gelding led throughout. he was always a 
couple clear and although the favourite bIEN 
VENuE chased hard over the final 300m, he 
failed to make any impression.

The event for professional riders was not 
surprisingly the faster of the two 1000m 
maiden plates that opened up the meeting 
and getting off the mark here was Rule The 
Night’s stable companion SINGFONICO. 
Pitched in against a very moderate bunch in 
this his thirteenth race in the maidens, Toby 
Spies’ charge was soon positioned close to 
the speed. he put his head in front going 
through the 300m and won going away by 
four and three quarters.

They also ran two races over 1600m and 
quickest home in these was ELECTROmaG-
NETIC in the maiden plate for 3yo’s. he lost 
two lengths when the gates opened and 
raced at the back early on. he moved up to 
dictate matters with the always handy INDy 
ICE 200m out, and after a thrilling tussle all 
the way to the wire, he only got the verdict 
on the nod.

Titbits PATROL OFFICER (midfield) and the 
newcomer PALACE GREEN (rear) both ran on well 
from off the pace when 1st & 3rd respectively in the 
maiden plate for 3yo’s over 1200m.

Rivals Outgunned
Greyville 29 August 

Racing returned to Greyville on Wednes-
day where the action took place on the poly 
track. a mR89 handicap over 1600m topped 
the bill and in what proved to be by far the 
faster of the two events over the distance, 
the 5yo GuNNER registered his third career 
victory. Racing off a mark some 25 points 
below that of his earlier best, the son of 
Gimmethegreenlight was soon up handy. 
he was ridden to lead as they approached 
the 300m marker and after quickly skipping 
clear, he won with authority by two. 

another to win with authority on this card 
was ILLumINaTE when gaining her second 
career victory in the mR62 handicap over 

last week’s top rated

Speed RatiNgS winners incl.

Singfonico  ..................... won 15/1

Pretty Ballerina  ............. won 11/1

Dom Seguidor  ............... won 10/1

essenceoflife  ................. won 10/1

Playlist  ........................... won 113/20

Patrol Officer  ................. won 15/4

Perfect Air  ..................... won 14/10

White Lightning  ............. won 21/20

Fairview (Fri)
Race 1: (12) Seattle Empress 10
Race 2: (2) Sport Chic 10
Race 3: (5) Ess El Kay 34
Race 4: (6) Game Girl 39
Race 5: (8) Chappaquiddick 40
Race 6: (9) Rocksette 61
Race 7: (10) Apoc 41
Race 8: (7) Don’t Stop Dancing 40
TurFFoNTeiN (saT)
Race 1: (11) Takatul 6
Race 2: (5) Abelie 21
Race 3: (1) An Air Of Success 40
Race 4: (3) Rouge Allure 68
Race 5: (11) Patric 38
Race 6: (9) Shelly 55
Race 7: (3) Finchatton 79
race 8: (4) Zouaves 90 (NaP*)
Race 9: (8) Virginia Moon 32
Race 10: (2) Arte 59
Race 11: (8) Savannah King 48
DurBaNville (saT)
Race 1: (1) Spy 24
Race 2: (11) Run To Denmark 18
Race 3: (13) Vomandla 25
Race 4: (11) Astrapi 50
Race 5: (6) Sister Soozie 63
Race 6: (1) Tevez 79
Race 7: (11) Sunshine Lady 31
Race 8: (13) Vascostreettractor 23
Greyville (suN)
Race 1: (1) Holy Land 14
Race 2: (6) Sorceress 52
Race 3: (9) Anime 95
Race 4: (8) Strummer 31
Race 5: (8) Gold Chalice 39
Race 6: (6) Queen’s Plain 44
Race 7: (7) Little Audrey 17
Race 8: (10) Bridal Veil 51

Nap bets
* Fancied  ** Strongly fancied

*** Very strongly fancied

Top speed ratings 
for this weekend

(Ratings shown have already been adjusted to 
allocated weights)

a review oF the week's Best sPeedratings

Horses worth following  
at their next few starts...

SOLDIER ON (S Pettigrew, Gauteng)

It’s Spring Again

https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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(Number of races run in each category shown in brackets) 
* Times taken by Clockwatcher

GREYVILLE (TuRF) 26 AuGuST
Penetrometer 24 – G/Soft
Course Variant: 0,43s slow
1000m (1) Kateecador 58,50
1200m (1) hard Core 73,10 
1400m (3) Sylvester The Cat 85,50
1600m (2) Camphoratus 97,00
2000m (1) Dom Seguidor 126,50
VAAL (OuTSIDE) 28 AuGuST
Penetrometer 22 – Going Good
Course Variant: 1,39s slow
1000m (2) Singfonico 58,18 
1200m (3) Rule The Night 70,22 
1400m (1) Tsitsikamma Dance 82,91
1600m (2) Electromagnetic 97,14
GREYVILLE (POLY) 29 AuGuST
Going Standard
Course Variant: 1,79s slow
1200m (2) Essenceoflife 71,69 
1400m (3) Gorgeous Guest 84,75
1600m (2) Gunner 95,84 
1900m (1) Illuminate 116,16 
VAAL (CLASSIC) 30 AuGuST
Penetrometer 22 – Going Good
Course Variant: 1,30s slow
1450m (2) Gimme hope Johanna 86,72
1600m (2) Puget Sound 96,27 
1800m (1) Pretty ballerina 111,54
2000m (1) Pokemon Shuffle 125,40
2400m (2) brand New Cadillac 152,45 
FAIRVIEw (POLY) 31 AuGuST
Going Standard
Course Variant: 0,15s fast
1000m (2) Pen-Chan 58,39
1300m (2) Captain marmalade 74,60 
1600m (2) Gimme The Stars 95,24
1900m (1) american Captain 117,03
2200m (1) multi Gold 136,61

c l o c k w a t c h i n g  c o n t .

her running on stable companion ONLy TO 
WIN.

They also staged two races over 2400m 
and quickest home here was bRaND NEW 
CaDILLaC in the mR68 handicap. Easy to 
back at 13/1 at the off, Gary alexander’s 
charge led throughout. he raced a length 
and a half clear for most of the journey 
and although DESERT SuNSET ran on 
strongly over the final 400m, he still had a 
good half-length to spare at the wire.

Titbits After running on stoutly from midfield, 
PRETTY BALLERINA won the MR84 Handicap 
over 1800m going away with some in hand.

Gimmetheprize
Fairview 31 August

The non-black type Founders Trophy 
over 1600m topped the bill on Friday’s 
poly track card and here victory went to 
the yvette bremner trained GImmE ThE 
STaRS. always in touch with the leaders, 
the Gimmethegreenlight gelding was 
ridden to lead 150m out and only had to 
be pushed out in the closing stages of the 
race to keep DESERT WISDOm at bay.

The mR60 affair was the faster of the 
two low grade handicaps over 1000m 
and here the easy to back TOKaVaR stole 
first prize. Well clear of a strung out field 
turning for home, Gavin Smith’s charge 
kept on strongly at the business end of 
the race and although the pack headed 
by GOTOLuVhER were closing in quickly 
late on, she still had a length and a half to 
spare at the wire.

They also ran two races over 1300m 
and not surprisingly the quicker here was 
the mR86 handicap won by the favour-
ite CaPTaIN maRmaLaDE. Confidently 
ridden by Greg Cheyne, the top weight sat 
in the backend of midfield for most of the 
journey. he ran on best of all in the short 

1900m. In touch with the leaders through-
out, Dennis Drier’s charge hit the front 
300m out and cruised clear in the closing 
stages of the race to score by four.

Three of the afternoon’s eight races 
were staged over 1400m and stopping 
the clock in the fastest time amongst 
these was GORGEOuS GuEST in the mR62 
handicap. Nibbled at on course to go off 
a clear favourite at 26/10, alyson Wright’s 
charge attempted to make all. She was 
briefly headed by mITRa muSIC going 
through the 200m, but after quickly re-
gaining the lead, she bolted clear to score 
by three and a half.

Titbits AMBER FURST ran on well from mid-
field when easily accounting for her eleven rivals 
in the opening maiden plate over 1200m. 

Soldiering On
Vaal 30 August

The feature event at the Vaal’s classic 
track on Thursday was a mR93 handicap 
over 1600m and in what proved to be the 
faster of the two 1600m events on the 
afternoon the 4yo PuGET SOuND regis-
tered his fourth career victory. Sent off 
as the lesser fancied of trainer mike De 
Kock’s two runners, Puget Sound made 
all. he was always travelling well and won 
without any anxious moments from the 
luckless SOLDIER ON. The runner up bat-
tled to find a clear passage and only really 
got going when the race had been won.

The mR89 affair was the faster of the 
two handicaps over 1450m and here the 
stable of mike De Kock were again on 
the mark when GImmE hOPE JOhaNNa 
showed further improvement. always top 
of the boards, the Seventh Rock filly was 
soon positioned close to the speed. She 
put her head in front going through the 
200m and kept on strongly late to hold off 

home straight, and with the rest well 
beaten, he comfortably accounted for the 
front running VaLENTINIK by two.

Titbits MULTI GOLD made up many lengths 
from the backend of midfield when winning the 
MR74 Handicap over 2200m.
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Doing The Splits
Splits for Greyville 29 July 

https://www.hollywoodbets.net/

