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The weekend feature race action cen-
tres around Hollywoodbets Greyville 
on Saturday where a Vodacom Durban 
July stepping stone, the R175 000 Gr2 
World Sports Betting 1900, heads a 
triple feature attraction on the Durban 
City track’s turf course.

With the unique ‘ghost’ Vodacom 
Durban July a matter of just over five 

SNAITH’S  
JULY PLANS  
ON TRACK

weeks away, the tussle for one of the 
eighteen likely starting positions in a 
race – even with a substantially watered 
down stake – that every owner wants to 
just be a part of, never mind win, is well 
under way.

Weighted on merit rating bands, 
the World Sports Betting 1900  is an 
important July prep race and while not 

a golden ticket event, the winner gets 
a ‘preferred entry’ sticker from the VDJ 
selection panel

History shows that a few smart sorts 
have achieved the diamond double. 
The 2019 victor Eyes Wide Open went 
on to finish fourth behind Do It Again, 
and the 2018 winner Elusive Silva was 
third.

http://www.goldcircle.co.za/
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The 2015 and 2016 July winners both 
ran in the 1900. Dean Kannemeyer’s 
Power King finished second, while the 
Joey Ramsden Australian-bred The 
Conglomerate ran fourth in his prep.

But one of the fairytales was the feat of 
the late Dessie Rich, a trainer and dairy 
farmer from the Natal Midlands, who 
caused a turn-up for the books with 
outsider Lightning Shot winning under 
Dennis Mustard in 1977. The shock 
winner has had his name engraved into 
the history books, with a popular wa-
tering hole at Hollywoodbets Greyville 
named in his honour.

To add to the big-race drama, there 
was an upheaval in the winner’s en-
closure after Lightning Shot was led in‚ 
when a visitor in a transparent silver 
outfit embraced the horse and had to 
be led away. She was later taken to 
Addington Hospital with a severe rash 
as she was allergic to these beautiful 
animals.

The stewards invited the winning train-
er to the committee lounge for a drink, 
but he had to decline as he was in a 
rush to get home to milk the cows.

Although not the last chance saloon for 
the July hopefuls, victory in the WSB 
1900 will almost certainly ensure a 
watertight argument for entry into the 
country’s biggest race. A dozen of the 
13 carded runners on Saturday hold 
July tickets - so there is a lot to play.

The Snaith Strategy team have kept  
Anton Marcus’ mount Belgarion 
wrapped up in cotton-wool and well 
out of reach of the handicappers’ paws 
this term in order to bring him into the 
July off a fighting weight. He is currently 
at tenth on the big-race log.

Chasing Rainbows

Sun Met runner-up Rainbow Bridge 
galloped under his big-race rider 
Warren Kennedy at Hollywoodbets 
Greyville this morning prior to the 
racemeeting.

The son of Ideal World cantered 
from the mile marker on the 
all-weather with a companion, and 
galloped from the 1400m.

Trainer Eric Sands said that he was 
pleased with the way his charge 
had performed, but felt that the 
companion had not been quite up to 
going through with it.

“I’m thankful for the companion. 
But I would like him to have carried 
it right through and kept Rainbow 
Bridge pressed all the way. But we 
are on track for the Gold Challenge 
and then into the Durban July.”

A winner of 5 of his 7 starts, the lightly 
-raced Dynasty gelding hasn’t seen 
action since winning the Gr2 Peninsula 
Handicap at Kenilworth on 11 January. 
Belgarion only beat Herodotus and 
Majestic Mozart there but won that 
with authority off a 15 week break – 
and can repeat.

He did gallop with stablemate Do It 
Again over a mile on the Drill Hall 
Stakes raceday on 7 June, so shouldn’t 
be too rusty.

Another contender capable of, and cer-
tainly needing a big run on Saturday, is 
the Highlands-bred Born To Perform – a 
fellow with some ground to make up 
but a grey with a July pedigree if there 
ever was one!

His multiple SA Champion sire Silvano  
produced the trifecta in the 2015 
Vodacom Durban July, and has four 
July winners to his name - Bold Silvano, 
Heavy Metal, Power King and the 2017 
hero, Marinaresco.

The Dennis Bosch-trained Born To 
Perform’s dam Dancer’s Daughter, by 
Shadwell stallion Act One, dead-heated 
with the Jet Master champion Pocket 
Power in the 2008 renewal of the July.

So Born To Perform has no excuses to 
go all the way. He has had the benefit 
of a run under the belt – and goes well 
at Hollywoodbets Greyville.

The other features on Saturday are the 
R125 000 Gr3 Lonsdale Stirrup Cup 
and the R85 000 Listed East Coast Cup 
(F&M).

Follow all the news on  
www.sportingpost.co.za

The Sporting Post Sprint 
 is interactive.

Click on the live links  
throughout 

and enjoy the read!

SUGGESTIONS? 
Please email editor@sportingpost.co.za

The Hollywoodbets Back On Track Challenge, which got underway on 1 
June at Hollywoodbets Greyville, continues at every KZN racemeeting, 

culminating on Durban July day, 25 July. Prize money to the value of 
R530 000 is up for grabs, with individual challenges for trainers, jockeys, 
horses, grooms and apprentices. Click on the image to see the standings

Pic by Candiese Lenferna

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/
mailto:editor%40sportingpost.co.za?subject=
https://blog.hollywoodbets.net/2020/05/hollywoodbets-back-on-track-challenge.html#more
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winner of the Gr1 Gold Medallion and Gr2 Golden 
Horseshoe as a 2yo, the Varsfontein-bred Var colt 
found his winning turn in style to beat gallant Gaut-
eng visitor Invidia (11-1) by a half length in a time of 

67,13 secs.

Local 3yo Cartel Captain completed the trifecta and round-
ed off a happy day at the office for the Dennis Drier team.

Eden Roc is a R340 000 National Yearling Sale pur-
chase, and has won 4 races with 2 places from 
12 starts for stakes of R1 104 300.

The  Varsfontein Stud product is out of the Gr2 

winning Captain Al mare, Townsend – who was bred by Avon-
tuur. And what a day for Avontuur and their superstar, Var, as 
well as Varsfontein and their class sire, Master Of My Fate.

The farm and their veteran sire Var, also enjoyed a great day.

He sired Glen Kotzen’s promising 2yo Ashford Castle, an 
impressive winner of Saturday’s second race, while his Gr3 
Kenilworth Fillies Nursery winning daughter Delta Queen ran 

third in the Gr3 Strelitzia Stakes.

Var was broodmare sire in the victorious Gr3 
Godolphin Barb Avontuur-bred exacta, Tempting 
Fate beating Pray For Rain.

Keagan de Melo cruises in on Bunker Hunt (Pic – Candiese Lenferna)

VAR’S SUPER SATURDAY
It’s been a while between drinks for Var’s talented son Eden 
Roc. But Sean Tarry’s 3yo obviously loves the Hollywoodbets 
Scottsville 1200m and he produced a thunderous finish to win 

Saturday’s R175 000 Gr2 Post Merchants.

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/racing-and-sport/reviews/
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GR2 POST MERCHANTS
Eden Roc has had his rating increased from 110 to 115 after he quick-
ened up very well and won the Grade 2 Post Merchants over 1200m 
at Scottsville on Saturday 13 June.  The Handicappers were unani-
mous in their view that 4th placed Warrior’s Rest was the correct line 
horse to use when assessing the race and as such his rating remains 
unchanged on 113.

Runner-up Invidia and third placed Cartel Captain ran to ratings of 
114 and 108 respectively, but the specific conditions of the Post 
Merchants do not permit any increase to the ratings of placed horses 
and accordingly these two remain unchanged on marks of 108 and 
106 respectively.

Four horses were given a rating’s drop.  Socrates is down from 104 to 
103, African Warrior drops from 115 to 112, Solid Gold  is down from 
99 to 98, and lastly Pleasedtomeetyou drops from 112 to 109.

RATED 
THEM

GR3 POINSETTIA 
STAKES

Pretty Young Thing remains unchanged 
on a rating of 115 following her suc-
cess in the Grade 3 Poinsettia Stakes 
over 1200m at Scottsville on Satur-
day.  Third placed Captain’s Girl  was 
considered to be the best line horse 
and accordingly her rating remains 
unchanged on 100, while the winner 
in fact only runs to 110 in assessing the 
race this way.  5th placed Binoche also 
runs to her mark, effectively making 
her a line horse as well, and as such 
her rating stays unaltered on 99.

The only increase was for runner-up 
Master Keys, who goes up from 101 
to 104, while the only drop was for 
Greener Pastures, who is down from 
90 to 87.

https://vodacomdurbanjuly.co.za/
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Hat-trick seeking Do It Again tops the initial log published last week 
for the 2020 Vodacom Durban July which will be run at Hollywood-
bets Greyville on Saturday 25 July.

Apart from Do It Again, all of Rainbow Bridge, Vardy, Soqrat and Haw-
waam boast an official rating of 130+ and these occupy the next four 
positions on the log – click here for more

Trainer Justin Snaith has suggested Do It Again fans wait for his Gold 
Challenge run on Sunday 28 June.

THE VODACOM DURBAN JULY TIMELINE:

First Declarations – close 11h00 Monday, 6 July
Final Supp. Entries – close 11h00 Tuesday, 7 July
Weights Published – Tuesday, 7 July
Final Declarations -close 11h00 Monday, 13 July
Final Field and Draw – 14 July
Final Field: Subject to NHRA approval, twenty horses will be carded for 
this event (18 Horses + 2 Reserves)
The Reserves to be scratched by 08h15 on Friday 24 July.

Elimination will be at the sole and unfettered discretion of Gold Circle.

JUST 
DO 
IT?

Do It Again & Gr2 WSB 1900 
candidate Belgarion stretch 
at Hollywoodbets Greyville 

on Sunday 7 June

Take an early value position -  
CLICK ON THE BAND 

below to get the price on your fancy!

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2020/06/gr1-vodacom-durban-july-2020-log/
https://mob.hollywoodbets.net/betting/8/horse-racing/country/2/south-africa?btag=a_165b_374c_
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When Des and Robin Scott imported the English-bred filly 
Devon Air, little did they know to which dizzy heights she 
would take them.

A daughter of the high-class miler Sparkler, her best effort in 
three starts as a juvenile was undoubtedly her fourth place in 
the Gr3 Hoover Fillies Mile won by none other than Height Of 
Fashion, who was to earn eternal fame as the dam of champi-
on Nashwan and the Gr1 winners Unfuwain and Nayef.

After arriving in South Africa, Devon Air joined the powerful 
stable of Terrance Millard and she blos-
somed in the expert care of the maestro 
trainer. 

Described by Millard as a “massive, bold 
mare, with joints like footballs”, she was a 
strong galloper with a high cruising speed, 
attributes which came into play in the List-
ed Sidney Benjamin Handicap at Milner-
ton, where she turned the 2400m race into 
a tour de force, coming home 13 lengths 
clear of her rivals.

Third to Wolf Power and Spanish Pool in the Met, she went on 
to light up the 1984 KwaZulu-Natal winter season with a superb 
start-to-finish hat-trick at Greyville. After winning the Gr3 
Republic Day Handicap in a new race record time, she became 
Millard’s second Gr.1 Rothmans July winner and proved her 
superiority in the Gr2 Gold Cup, romping to a four and a half-
length victory over the fine stayer Hawkins.

No surprise then, that she was crowned the season’s Cham-
pion Stayer.

Retired to the paddocks, Devon Air hit the ground running 
with her first foal, the Concertino filly Cream Of The Crop.

She inherited her parents’ stamina, winning the Gr.3 Chair-
man’s Handicap over 3200m. In time, she became the dam 
of Gr1-placed She’s On Fire (Jet Master), who landed both 
the Gr.2 Gerald Rosenberg and the Gr3 Jubilee Handicap. 
Stamina runs deep, for when mated to champion Var,  She’s 
On Fire bred East Cape Oaks winner She’s A Pippa.

Devon Air’s next living foal, the Concertino colt Plymouth 
Rock, likewise appreciated a distance of ground, winning the 
Listed Settlers Trophy.

Sadly, Devon Air failed to build on that promising start and 
by the time leading Zimbabwe breeder Christopher Peach 
acquired her at auction in 1996, the mare had added just 
one more winner to her tally.

Barren and 17 years old at the time, she duly crossed the 
Zambezi for Peach’s Rumbavu Park Stud, where a 1998 
mating with Dewhurst winner Huntingdale, a son of top-
class sprinter Double Form, resulted in the filly Bushgirl. She 
never raced and was repatriated as a broodmare by Robin 
Bruss, who sent her to Var, the result of which, Miss October, 
features as the dam of the family’s latest stakes winner, the 
unbeaten juvenile colt Tempting Fate.

On Saturday, he opened his stakes account at second time 
of asking with a polished performance in the 1100m Gr3 

Godolphin Barb Stakes at Hollywood-
bets Scottsville.

Trained by Dennis Drier, as was his sire 
Master Of My Fate, the colt has clearly 
inherited his tremendous turn of foot 
from his dam, a 1000m specialist who 
defeated male rivals in the Gr3 Tommy 
Hotspur Stakes. Her full brother August 
Rush likewise was an exceptional speed-
ster, winning the Gr1 Mercury Sprint 
and running second in the Gr1 Golden 

Horse Casino Sprint.

In Tempting Fate, the injection of speed via Huntingdale and 
Var appear to have tempered Devon Air’s stamina and while 
Master Of My Fate’s influence may in time enable the colt to 
excel over further, he looks set to return to Scottsville for the 
1200m Gr1 Gold Medallion, a race his trainer has won eight 
times in the past.

It Can Pay To 
TEMPT FATE!
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A Champion
Returns

Dual SA Horse Of The Year 
 Legal Eagle pulled up well 
after his much talked about 
return to action at Fairview 
last Friday and is likely to  
contest the final leg of the 
WSB Poly Challenge.

Part owner Hedley McGrath told the 
Sporting Post Sprint that the Yvette 
Bremner-trained galloper had been 
run off his feet but was in the pink of 
health.

“I will repeat what I said before he 
ran - that we will keep him in training 
until he tells us he wants to call it a day. 

Then he will come and spend his retire-
ment with us at home. He is enjoying 
life and is full of the joys of spring,” said 
Hedley.

The Stipes reported: Legal Eagle could 
not be ridden out to the end of the 
race due to the gelding being in close 
proximity to the heels of the horses 
in front of him. Jockey Agrella was 
nevertheless advised to report on any 
instances that may have a bearing on 
his horse’s performances in future.

The multiple champion son of July 
winner Greys Inn finished just over two 

lengths off the cracking Pathfork filly 
Madame Speaker, who notched her 
tenth career victory in the non black-
type R80 000 WSB East Cape Poly 
Challenge 1400 at Fairview.

With all the attention focussed 
on the return of the super-
star, who drifted from an 

opening call of 14-10 to 
11-4, and was patently 

outpaced, Madame 
Speaker’s showing 
stood out for pure 
consistency and class.

Bred by former 
Maine Chance Stud 

Manager Stanley  
Bennett, Madame 
Speaker is a daughter 

of Ridgemont Highlands 
sire Pathfork (Distorted 
Humor) – who is based at 
Sandown Stud.

A 
CHAMPION

RETURNS

Legal Eagle with Kayla Bremner 
McGrath and jockey Wayne Agrella
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It’s Royal Ascot Day 2 and another bumper programme is on 
the cards.
Yesterday’s highlights included Battaash making it third time 
lucky in the Gr1 King’s Stand Stakes. He was runner-up to Blue 
Point in 2018 and 2019.
Jockey Jim Crowley had a great day too. He partnered 100/30 
chance Nazeef to success in the Gr2 Duke of Cambridge 
Stakes, bringing up an 118/1 treble on day one for the  
retained jockey to owner Hamdan Al Maktoum.
There was more champagne – at home certainly – as Anthony  
Oppenheimer’s Frankel home-bred Frankly Darling was a 
comfortable winner of the Gr2 Ribblesdale Stakes, handing a 
50th Royal Ascot success to trainer John Gosden and a 68th to 
jockey Frankie Dettori.
US trainer Wesley Ward has been a prominent figure at Royal 
Ascot in recent years and although he’s a notable absentee 
this week, he has still managed to send over a seven-strong 
team to help add an international flavour to the meeting.
Today Ward has his first runners in the Windsor Castle Stakes 
(17h10) courtesy of the Frankie Dettori-ridden Sunshine City 
and Sheriff Bianco, the mount of Oisin Murphy.
Two of the trainer’s ten Royal Ascot victories have come in the 
Windsor Castle so the pair warrant close inspection.
But Hollywoodbets anchor man Neil Morrice’ believes Tactical 
could stop Ward’s hopefuls in their tracks.

Get all the Neil Morrice selections here
On the weather front, there was a warm start to today with 
thundery showers expected to develop this afternoon. Rain 
showers are forecast for Thursday. Friday and Saturday look set 
to be drier, with the risk of occasional showers.
There will be some South African interest on Thursday when 
Cape Town-born owner Bjorn Nielsen’s Stradivarius will take on 
seven runners in his quest for a third consecutive victory in the 
Gold Cup.
The John Gosden-trained six-year-old’s principal challengers in-
clude 2018 Melbourne Cup hero Cross Counter, recent Sagaro 
Stakes winner Nayef Road and the improving Technician. Prince 
Of Arran, Mekong and Moonlight Spirit also feature in the Gr1 
showpiece.
Just a week ago, Nielsen enjoyed his first winner on African soil 
when the Justin Snaith-trained Trickster shed her maiden at 
Hollywoodbets Scottsville.
An astute and lucky owner, the recent impressive 
success of Nielsen’s English King in the Betsafe 
Derby Trial Stakes saw him promot-
ed to joint-favourite for the 
Investec Derby on 4 
July.

BATTAASH CRACKS IT AT LAST!

https://blog.hollywoodbets.net/2020/06/royal-ascot-day-2-preview.html#more
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Gold Circle’s public clash with owner Nic Jonsson 
over the access to funds ringfenced from the sale of 
Clairwood Racecourse some eight years is poised on a 
knife-edge as we go to press on Wednesday afternoon.

We have learnt reliably that Gold Circle will be in court 
this afternoon after Jonsson launched an urgent applica-
tion against the cash-strapped racing operator in the KZN 
High Court.

This is a sequel to a letter to Gold Circle members last 
Thursday where the multiple Durban July winner owner 
suggested that the ring-fenced monies amounting to 
some R240 million were never intended to support oper-
ational losses.

Click here to read more of the background

He urged a delay of the Special General Meeting 
convened for this Thursday, where members approval 
would be sought to uplift the specific hurdles blocking 
access to the funds.

Former Gold Circle Chairman Robert Mauvis wrote on the 
Sporting Post comments platform on Tuesday that before 
acceding to such amendments, ‘we need to engage and 
debate with the board and management to understand 
their vision and strategy for the next few years’.

He added that explanation must be given to why millions 
owed by Phumelela Gaming & Leisure was allowed to get 
where it is.

‘We need to know what was done to recover this and what 
must still be recovered, as not to do so, amounts to a dere-
liction of duty in the part of management. However I have 
no doubt the board will have an explanation.’

It’s a bleak position whichever way one looks at it and is a 
dismal catch twenty-two for racing in the Holiday Province, 
with opinion divided.

Either way, if Gold Circle were to find themselves going the 
Business Rescue route, it is likely that the funds will in any 
event be unlocked.

But the timing is of major concern.

With the SA Champions Season now well under way, the 
dispute is likely to impact  on operations – and racing and 
hard-pressed owners and trainers could be the losers in the 
short term.

Follow all the latest updates on 
www.sportingpost.co.za

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2020/06/sporting-post-mailbag-gold-circle/
http://www.sportingpost.co.za
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ever a guy to pull punches, yet one of the most endur-
ingly popular personality’s on South Africa’s undulating 
horseracing television landscape, the polished Neil  

Andrews celebrated his 55th birthday on Youth Day with his  
family, while keeping a keen eye on the Royal Ascot action.

“For SA racing, reinvention is paramount, a quantum leap in think-
ing essential. Our sport no longer appeals to the majority of South 
Africans. So to embrace them we need to alter our brand DNA. 
BEE, employment equity, partnering with government – these are 
just some of the reference points I see on our future road map,” 

says Neil as the Sporting Post Sprint 
call interrupts a sumptuous lunch to 
celebrate a milestone – and half a 
decade to 60.

We asked him how it feels to be frankly 
not so ‘Forever Young’ anymore, and 
whether he was even still listening to  
Alphaville and Rod Stewart?

“Of all the versions of Dylan’s classic I 
like the Joan Baez rendition. Alphaville’s 1984 original remains a pop 
classic. And I guess with so much going on in my life right now both 
songs resonate. I haven’t enough time to get old.  
Besides Hlohlo won’t let me! She sees preserving me as her calling,” 
he laughs in an affectionate reference to his already busy wife.

“Covid-19 has afforded racing an 
opportunity to press the reset button 
but the danger remains ‘new script, 
same actors’ - we’ve seen that film 
before and it’s a horror movie!”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4UoJ47SzjA&feature=youtu.be
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Neil was born in Farnham, England. The 
Andrews family emigrated in 1975 to 
South Africa, where they settled in the 
then more rural than residential suburb 
of Durbanville.

Today he is happily married to Hlohlo 
and they have their own ‘Brady Bunch’!

We asked how the lockdown has treat-
ed the Andrews family.

“As with every South African, this time 
has been a real challenge both finan-
cially and emotionally. But I am mindful 
that I remain abundantly blessed.  I 
have a beautiful, healthy young family, 
and my wife and I have witnessed them 
growing up literally in front of our eyes 

for every minute of every day.”

Clearly a doting Dad of many talents, 
Neil proudly tells about his family.

“Elijah Gabriel Andrews was only born 
on 3 January and Noah Benjamin 
turned 2 in March - so my merit rating 
for nappy changing is at an all-time 
high! Brighton Nathaniel, who turns 
7 in July, has been the superstar older 
brother and has taken everything 
within his stride,” he relates as the 
noise in the background suggests it’s a 
memorable family birthday lunch at full 
gallop.

Neil tells how lockdown restrictions 
have meant that they have sadly 

missed seeing his 23 year old daughter 
Melissa Jade and his eldest son, 19 year 
old Gregory Scott.

“That has been a real negative because 
we’ve missed sharing their birthdays in 
person. And we couldn’t get together as 
a family unit to celebrate our Wedding 
Anniversary. For the purposes of both 
sanity and romance, Hlohlo and I try 
to work in a date-night every now and 
again. I think we‘ve managed two, so 
far!” he says with an animated sigh.

To generations of South African 
Tellytrack and Supersport television 
viewers, Neil Andrews is the witty 
sharp-tongued word-play specialist, 
with an intimate and passionate grasp 
of a variety of sports – from Naas Botha 
to Piet Botha, he could talk for hours 
about anything vaguely related.

We asked him what was happening on 
the TV and professional front.

“At the risk of drawing a comparison, 
I must say that Supersport have been 
a godsend. Their senior management 
have been supportive, compassion-
ate and consultative. We’ve been in 
constant communication even before 
lockdown. 

‘Covid came. Phumelela imploded. 
Racing returned, I didn’t.’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-s6eMk1A1IM
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They are good people and 
it looks like we have just 
about weathered the storm 
together with live sport-

ing events slowly but surely 
returning to our screens.”

Neil is looking forward to the Voda-
com Durban July on the last weekend of 

next month.

“Supersport will definitely be covering this 
year’s Vodacom Durban July, and together with 
my Executive Producer Sean Everett, we’ve 
been having regular Zoom meetings with Chris 
Haber, Graeme Hawkins and Steven Marshall. 
They are on top of everything and we all agree 
that this year’s television audience is going to be 
stratospheric. It’s exciting!” he shouts.

Neil and his racecaller colleague and friend Nico  
Kritsiotis recently started their Clocking the Gallop You-
Tube show.

We asked him what the rationale is behind it and whether they 
were making heaps of cash?

He laughs and then offers to explain what has happened over the 
past three months.

“Here is the long and short of it. I will stick to facts. Covid came. 
Phumelela imploded. Racing returned, I didn’t. So I did some deep 
thinking, took stock, and then engaged with a myriad of highly re-
spected racing folk, all of whom bemoaned the standard to which 
our television coverage of racing has sunk,” he observes sombrely.

Neil says his engagement with the respected racing folk revealed a 
few basics.

“They beg for professional presentation and authentic form analy-
sis. They demand credibility and intelligent debate.”

He then quotes Albert Einstein to illustrate the new outlook : “You 
can’t solve a problem on the same level that it was created. You 
have to rise above it to the next level. That said, Clocking the  
Gallop is my next level!”

He tells excitedly that the response to the YouTube Channel has 
been ‘staggering’.

“The figures show nearly 16 000 views and over 400 subscribers in 
only 20 odd days. People have raved about the content. But what I 
am most proud of is the credibility and diversity of the individuals 
who have appeared on our channel. From Vee Moodley to Micky 
Goss and Brian Finch. From Mike de Kock to Robyn Louw, Robert 
Khathi and Garth Puller. We want to do a racing-Steve-Jobs and 
‘put a Ding in the Universe’. That’s the plan,” he says confidently.

Neil asks that he be allowed to must mention a few names that 
have been central to the channel’s launch and have brought their 
hard work and expertise to the brand.

   “Nico  
Kritsiotis has 

been immense, 
and all of Darryl Maree, 

Mario Lacueva, Sheldon Peters, 
Aidan Lithgow, Robin Bruss, Mike Wanklin, Lance 
Benson, Charl Pretorius and Shane McGregor have 
already made significant contributions. It has also 
been personally satisfying to facilitate the return to 
the media of Rouvaun Smit.”

Neil can be contacted on email – clockingthegallop@gmail.com

As to the bottom-line of the new platform, Neil 
adds that commercially they are just about break-
ing even.

“That is solely due to the Betting-Partner spon-
sorship afforded us by Gary Lentin, Owner & CEO 
of GG Gaming. Gary has been unwavering in his 
support for the Clocking the Gallop initiative. There 
is nothing better than a proactive sponsor and he is 
overwhelmed at the traction we are getting for his 
business. It’s a win-win!”

Neil adds that in due course the Clocking The Gallop 
team hope to source a sponsorship deal for the 
channel. But he points out that with Royal Ascot this 
week and Gold Circle’s SA Champions Season hotting 
up, that might have to drop out and ‘wait for a run’ 
at this time.

“That said my email’s working!” he chirps in a clear 
call to anybody looking to join a progressive brand.
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http://www.bsa.co.za
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IT’S ALL SYSTEMS GO

Should you have any queries 
or require further clarity, 
please feel free to contact 
any of the following:

Michael Holmes        
michael@equine.co.za or 
082 552 6524
Ashley de Klerk          
ashley@equine.co.za or  
084 514 1723
Alistair Gordon         
alistair@equine.co.za or  
082 551 5462
Chris Haynes             
chris@equine.co.za or  
082 652 3331

Bloodstock South Africa will be proceeding with the Emperors Palace 
National Yearling Sale at the TBA Sales Complex on the revised dates 
of 30 July, 31 July and 1 August 2020 in its traditional live format

“The date of 30 July to 1 August will not be amended and it’s all sys-
tems go. We are liaising closely with all relevant authorities, including 
SAEHP’s CEO Adrian Todd, who is in communication with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. Our intention is to en-
sure full compliance, with maximum convenience and comfort for all 
stakeholders. We will be providing full details as to how the necessary 
permits may be applied for, but in the interim we urge vendors and 
buyers to make their travel and other logistical arrangements,” said 
Bloodstock SA CEO Michael Holmes.

Holmes added that the BSA team believed that they were adopting 
the most sensible approach in the very best interests of everybody 
involved in the bloodstock sales delivery chain.

“Breeders have been hard at work in trying times prepping their sales 
candidates, and we need to do our bit towards sustaining racing’s 
micro economy and the broader national commercial landscape. We 
know that the support is there for a unified effort to make the sale a 
success,” he said in conclusion.

The catalogue is available online at www.bsa.co.za

http://www.bsa.co.za
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Captain Al’s classy stakes-winning daughter 
Petala was the top-seller on Bloodstock 
SA’s inaugural monthly online sale, which 
closed at noon last Thursday.

Petala (#23) is a half-sister to the well per-
formed Doublemint (Twice Over) and was 
snapped up by Summerview Stud for R114 
000. She won three races, including the 
2015 Gr3 Kenilworth Fillies Nursery, in the 
care of Justin Snaith.

She is out of the Tale Of The Cat mare, 
Nepeta and was bred by Alec Foster, who 
also raced her in the family’s very familiar 
scarlet and gold silks.

Summerview’s Colleen de Klerk was thrilled 
with the purchase and said that the decision 
to buy was motivated by an intention to 
upgrade their current broodmare band.

She gave a thumbs up to the new online 
platform and said it was ‘both user friendly 
and exceptionally convenient’.

BSA JUNE ONLINE SALE

Bid From Anywhere!
Click HERE for the sales price list

Monthly sales will be held hereafter on the first Friday of every 
month, closing the following Thursday at midday, and will be open 
to the entire spectrum from weanlings, yearlings, broodmares to 
unraced and horses-in-training.

The broad financial framework of the online sale is:

Entry fee – R500 (excl.VAT)
Sales commission – 5% (excl.VAT)
Reserve commission – 0%
Roll-over fee to next sale -R250 (excl.VAT)
Minimum Floor price – R5000

Entry forms for the monthly online sales will be available on  
www.bsa.co.za.

Inquiries may be addressed to:

Alistair Gordon: +27(0)82 551 5462   / alistair@equine.co.za
Ashley de Klerk:  +27(0)84 514 1723   / ashley@equine.co.za

Please visit www.bsa.co.za for more information

http://www.bsa.co.za
https://www.bsa.co.za/pdf/June_online_2020_pricelist.pdf
http://bsa.co.za
http://bsa.co.za
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. . . .

The running of Tuesday’s R225 000 Klawervlei Farm Sale Graduates Race at  
Kenilworth produced a super-quick return on a R55 000 investment for owner  

Ashwin Reynolds with 16-1 longshot Kommetdieding winning a smart race on debut.

Sihle Cele salutes 
as Kommetdieding 
wins on debut

A  
SUPER QUICK 

RETURN

Delivering a sustained run down the centre,  
Kommetdieding (16-1) burst clear and went on to  
resist the challenge of the more fancied, and pre-
viously raced filly, Tanzanite Queen (13-18) by two 
lengths in a time of 75,39 secs.

The winner banked the R135 000 first cheque.

Piet Botha’s 30-1 shot Captain Dizzy plodded into 
third and some 4,50 lengths back in a strung out 
field.

Trainer Michelle Rix said that the winning son of Elusive 
Fort had not seen Kenilworth previously but that jockey 
Sihle Cele had suggested that the last time a horse had 
felt this good for him, was Edict Of Nantes. A surprise 
then that he started at 16-1!

Sihle said that he had liked Kommetdieding from the 
first day.

“He came out a bit sluggish. He didn’t have a gallop but 
I was quietly confident. He pulled me up the hill and he 
is a smart horse. They are going to have fun with him,” 
said the jockey.

     The winner is out of the thrice winning Captain Al               
             mare, Adorable.

Sale Ends 
Sunday

A popular social & networking 
gathering for many years, the 
Klawervlei Farm Sale is being 
held in the less social environs 
of cyberspace this year.

The 2020 renewal, in partner-
ship with Gavelhouse.com, 
commenced on Monday. It runs 
through to close on Sunday 21 
June.

At 18h00 on Sunday evening 
each one of the lots will be 
shown on Gavelhouse.com and 
then a final opportunity exists 
for two minutes to allow bids. 
The sale will then close.

https://klawervlei.co.za/sales
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LYLE STYLE
It’s been a rollercoaster ride for dual SA Champion 
jockey Lyle Hewitson . The high of winning the 
SA Championship title for the second time. 
Then the testing time in Hong Kong. And the 
comeback boost in Japan. Then on Monday 
he tweeted that he is now sponsored by 
Drakenstein Stud! Good days lie ahead.

85 BIG ONES
Champion stallion Galileo (Sadler’s Wells) raised the 
bar over the weekend when his daughter Peaceful 
provided him with a record eighty-fifth Gr1 victory 
in the Irish 1,000 Guineas. It was also yet another 
Classic success for Aidan O’Brien. Peaceful emulated 
the feat of Ballydoyle’s fellow Galileo filly Love who 
won the Gr1 English 1,000 Guineas at Newmarket a 
week earlier.

CLIFF TOPS!
Ridgemont Highlands’ 
five-time Gr1 winning sire 
Canford Cliffs maintained his 
global stakes performance when his 3yo 
son Cima Emergency won the Gr3 Premio 
Parioli Shadwell over a mile on the turf at 
Cappannelle Racecourse in Rome on Sunday. 
Canford Cliffs is currently sire of 38 black type 
horses and his progeny have already banked 
more than $22 000 000 in prize money.

MAGIC 
KARIS
While Zac Purton and Joao Moreira 
are grinding out the odd win or two, 
in their battle for the Hong Kong 
jockeys’ championship, ‘Mauritian 
Magician’ Karis Teetan is on a roll. In 
the past six meetings, prior to today, 
he collected 12 victories to Purton’s 
7 and Moreira’s 4.
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TIME IS 
MONEY
Cape-based Redoute’s Choice sire Time 
Thief produced a smart stakes winner 
at Eagle Farm in Australia on Saturday. 
One of six stakes winners for royally-bred 
Nadeson Park resident Time Thief, In Good 
Time led all the way in the Listed Ascot 
Quality run over 1200m. 

ANDREWS OUT
We reported recently that Cape jockey 
Anthony Andrews went  from the lows 
of lockdown to the excruciating pain 
of a knee injury in the starting stalls 
at Kenilworth on 3 June. And now the 
news is that he will be out of action for 
12 weeks. Scans revealed a partial tear 
of a ligament in his right knee and a 
Grade 1 sprain of the main ligament.

IRISH ODDS
Confusion reigned in Ireland this week. Local media 
reported that any bookmaker opening their doors 
to the public on Wednesday will be doing so illegally 
after the Irish government made clear its decision that 
retail outlets are to remain closed until 29 June. Most 
shops had reopened on Monday, although some had 
tested the water from the previous Monday, while 
others have yet to start trading again. The Irish Book-
makers Association had advised its members that they 
would be permitted to reopen along with other retail 
outlets and confusion reigned on Tuesday as firms 
scrambled to establish what was after happening and 
whether or not they were permitted to trade.

https://rivertonstud.co.za/
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IN THE Q
The Maine Chance Farms sire Querari, 
SA’s Leading Sire of 2yo’s for 2018-2019, 
enjoyed a tremendous day at Kenilworth 

on Tuesday, with a trio of winners. 
The son of Oasis Dream’s  

treble included two impressive 
2yo winners for Glen Kotzen. 
Querari boasts nine individual 
2yo winners, including Gr3 
Strelitzia Stakes runner-up 
Slalom Queen.

 

 FLYER
The Michelle Rix & Harold 
Crawford-trained Elusive 
Fort 2yo Kommetdieding, 
winner of the Klawervlei 
Sales Race at Kenilworth 
on Tuesday, ran the fastest 
1200m time of the six events 
contest over the trip on the 
day. Carrying 60kgs he won 
in 75,39 secs. Amazing what 
a leveller restricted races 
can be!

BRIGHT DEVIL
Barry Irwin, a regular contributor to the SP website, has a runner 
at Royal Ascot on Thursday who looks worth an each-way punt. 
Dave Mollett brought to our attention that over the years, Barry 
has made some shrewd thoroughbred purchases and his latest 
is a 2yo named Bright Devil. After Andrew Balding's colt had run 
out an impressive winner at Newmarket, he and Gary Barber 
stepped in and bought the son of Dark Angel. The colt runs in 
Thursday's Chesham Stakes - off at 16h00 (SA Time). Molly says 
that if Bright Devil goes missing, he will be looking to recoup 
losses on Friday on Tim Easterby's runner, Art Power. Sylvester 
De Souza is booked to ride.
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https://www.hollywoodbets.net/
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hile wearing of masks 
is compulsory in public, 
the island’s beautiful 
beaches as well as 

gyms, casinos, discos, fairs and public 
gardens will once again be accessible 
to the public. Horseracing falls outside 
that entertainment net.
While their borders remain closed and 

the tourism sector is still suffering, 
Mauritius has been cited as an example 
of an effective fight against the Covid-19 
pandemic. The lockdown was lifted 
completely effective Monday 15 June.
Being influenced by the Hong Kong 
model, the island horseracing will com-
mence behind closed doors with 275 
people allowed at the Champ de Mars.

This figure includes 16 jockeys, 120 
trainers, assistants and grooms, 83 
MTC officials, 22 members of the 
audiovisual production team, 21 
journalists, 7 people assigned to draw 
lotteries and 6 GRA representatives to 
be present.
There are about 1700 owners in  
Mauritius and they will not be admitted 
on course under the current lockdown 
conditions.
Regarding lost time during the 2020 
season, MTC chief Kamal Taposeea has 
indicated that he is awaiting a response 
from the GRA regarding a 5-day exten-
sion in January 2021 requested by the 
MTC.
If approved, these would be added 
to the 34 meetings already approved. 
Taposeea said that the request to hold 
the races as soon as possible comes 
from the trainers who agreed with the 
reduction of stakes - even if one of 
them had signed the relative document 
‘under protest’!

The long awaited 2020 Mauritius 
racing season gets under way at 
the Champ de Mars on Saturday.

https://chaseliebenberg.co.za/
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Name Rnrs Runs AEPR       Winrs    Wins  Winrs/   Places   B.T.    B.T.      Total 
                  Rnrs %   Winrs  Wins  Stakes 

Silvano  173 774 67,482 70 99 40.5 353 9 13 11,674,363
Captain Al 124 585 86,347 55 84 44.4 295 6 10 10,707,075
Gimmethegreenlight 172 763 52,582 56 82 32.6 376 7 7 9,044,138
What A Winter 156 731 54,438 59 84 37.8 357 5 6 8,492,363
Oratorio  121 658 63,461 57 87 47.1 333 3 4 7,678,825

SIRES

TRAINERS
Name Runs    Wins Win%    2nd    3rd    Other    Places    Place  Win         Total 
                      % Stake             Stakes 

Mr S G Tarry 793 101 12.7 98 75 277 450 56.7 8,203,625 12,835,113
Mr M F de Kock 458 70 15.3 69 54 132 255 55.7 6,162,225 9,718,575
Mr P A Peter 613 99 16.2 54 72 191 317 51.7 7,134,575 9,532,025
Mr S J Snaith 800 98 12.3 98 88 167 353 44.1 5,455,250 9,013,800
Mr B J Crawford 503 88 17.5 58 53 103 214 42.5 5,564,563 8,167,213

HORSES
Name Runs    Wins Win%    2nd    3rd    Other    Places    Place  Win         Total 
                      % Stake             Stakes 

One World 5 3 60 2 0 0 2 40 1,919,375 2,289,375
Zillzaal 3 2 66.7 0 0 1 1 33.3 1,265,625 1,275,625
Vardy 4 2 50 0 1 1 2 50 1,156,250 1,203,750
Summer Pudding 5 5 100 0 0 0 0 0 1,151,000 1,151,000
Queen Supreme  8 4 50 1 1 1 3 37.5 887,875  1,105,325

JOCKEYS
Name Runs    Wins Win%    2nd    3rd    Other    Places    Place  Win         Total 
                      % Stake             Stakes 

Mr W B Kennedy 1067 194 18.2 129 138 264 531 49.8 12,748,525 17,546,350
Mr G M Cheyne 651 142 21.8 88 76 164 328 50.4 6,305,763 10,121,850
Mr K de Melo 610 89 14.6 72 78 120 270 44.3 5,005,875 7,813,688
Mr R D Fourie 456 85 18.6 70 61 102 233 51.1 4,602,500 8,304,375
Mr A Marcus 310 85 27.4 59 42 52 153 49.4 5,181,350 7,891,438

updated 16.06.2020

https://www.nhra.co.za/index.php/statistics/racing
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Mr G M Cheyne 651 142 21.8 88 76 164 328 50.4 6,305,763 10,121,850
Mr K de Melo 610 89 14.6 72 78 120 270 44.3 5,005,875 7,813,688
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The company responsible for supply-
ing the sectional timing data did not 
rectify inaccuracies in their data high-
lighted by the National Horseracing 
Authority and Phumelela.

Consequently, Phumelela has been 
left with no option but to terminate 
the contract and to discontinue sec-
tional timing.

This was the outcome of an enquiry 
to the racing operator by the Sporting 
Post Sprint earlier this week after our 
readers queried the whereabouts of 
the equipment and the facility.

In February 2019 the National 
Horseracing Authority of South 
Africa advised that Racing Operator, 
Phumelela, has fulfilled the racing 
regulator’s requirements and with 
effect from 2 March 2019, Racing 
Operators’ Condition 13 will be en-
forced by the NHA.

In March 2020 the National 
Horseracing Authority  suspend-
ed Sectional Timing in Phumelela 
regions due to ‘inacurrate data being 
generated by the system in use’.

At the time NHA CEO Mr Moodley said 
that despite the initial clearance given 
and the subsequent implementation 
of the enforcement of Racing Oper-
ator ‘s Condition 13, information at 
their disposal had indicated that the 
system appeared to be not functioning 
accurately and the integrity of the data 
generated for public consumption was 
thus in question.

The Sporting Post Sprint is unaware of 
the cost implications and whether the 
supplier is still in business.

Phumelela were advised of 
the issues. They undertook 
to investigate the technical 
matters. I believe that the 
supplier has requested more 
time to test the equipment 
such that our queries could 
be answered.

While Sectional Timing may 
have moved on, the Clock-
watcher is alive and ticking, 
as it were!

Former longstanding Sporting 
Post staffer Steve Furnish, 
aka the Clockwatcher, has an-
alysed the race performance 
of local thoroughbreds on a 
daily basis over decades.

A big fan of times, the Clock-
watcher has developed his 
own standard times, and 
produces his very successful 
speed ratings. He has also 
been involved with sectional 
timing.

CLICK 
HERE  

TO FIND OUT MORE  
ABOUT THE  

CLOCKWATCHER

STILL TICKING!

CLOCK-
WATCHER

Keep Up With The 

PACE! email advertising@winningmedia.co.za

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/profile/clockwatcher-steve-furnish/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/profile/clockwatcher-steve-furnish/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/profile/clockwatcher-steve-furnish/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/profile/clockwatcher-steve-furnish/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/profile/clockwatcher-steve-furnish/
mailto:advertising%40winningmedia.co.za%20?subject=
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https://www.hollywoodbets.net/

