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 HOLLYWOODBETS SCOTTSVILLE’S FESTIVAL OF FAST!

Wednesday 1 July 2020

speed
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he annual ‘Festival Of Fast’ at South Africa’s 
only ‘racino’ incorporates a Gr1 quartet, as well 
as the relocated Vodacom Durban July prep, 

the Gr3 Cup Trial.

A multiple KZN champion and a man widely respected 
as one of our greatest ever trainers of speed horses 
over four decades in the stable yard, the 73 year old 

Summerveld-based Dennis Richard Drier saddles six 
runners on the day – including the recent Godolphin 
Barb top two, Tempting Fate and Pray For Rain in the 
Gr1 Gold Medallion.

The late Syd Laird’s nephew, who started at the stable 
grindstone with his legendary uncle in the 1960’s and 
went on his own in August 1977 – has lifted at least 
one Gr1 trophy from this very meeting in every year 
this decade, apart from 2016 and 2019. What a record!

Cover Pic: Miss Florida wins 2019 Allan Robertson Championship 
from Cavivar and Singforafa (Courtesy – Candiese Lenferna)

While he won the Durban July with Spanish Galliard 
in 1992, Summerveld Speed Statesman Dennis  
Drier heads into his favourite raceday at Hollywood 
-bets Scottsville on Saturday, bidding for his seventh 
Gr1 Gold Medallion success this decade.
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Keep Up With The 

PACE! email advertising@winningmedia.co.za

J u b i l e e  
July Jump?

Run at Turffontein on Sunday, the 
Gr3 Jubilee Handicap has tradition-
ally been a Vodacom Durban July 

‘last chance saloon’ and also serves 
as a ‘preferential consideration’ 

ticket for the winner.

Johan Janse van Vuuren’s hard-
knocking Oratorio gelding Divine 
Odyssey is lurking in the shadows 
in the quintet just outside of the 
first July log top twenty and needs 
a big effort on Sunday to secure a 
run in the big race on 25 July.

While he marked his 2000 career winner 
milestone at Hollywoodbets Greyville on 
26 August 2018, his first Scottsville Gr1 
success was back in 1990 when the 
Oppenheimer owned Spook And Diesel 
won the Gold Medallion, then known 
as the Smirnoff Plate.

Urban legend has it that the late 
‘First Lady’ of SA Horseracing, 
Bridget Oppenheimer, purchased 
Spook And Diesel as cane ‘n coke 
just happened to be her favourite 
drink.

Drier’s 21st century roll start-
ed with Link Man winning 
the Gold Medallion  
in 2010, followed by 
champion Val De Ra  
winning the SA Fillies  
Sprint in 2011.

 Potent Power, Captain Of All, 
Guiness, Seventh Plain and Sand And 
Sea won the Gold Medallion in 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015 and 2017 respec-
tively, while present day Klawervlei 
sire Captain Of All won the Tsogo Sun 
Sprint in 2015. In 2018, Sommerlied 
won the SA Fillies Sprint – the ninth 
Drier Gr1 at Hollywoodbets Scottsville 
this decade!

So ‘Uncle Den’ is clearly the man to fol-
low, with his other Gr1 contender Cartel 
Captain – a son of another Drier speed 
bomb in Captain Of All – taking on 2019 
defending champion Chimichuri Run in 
the Gr1 Golden Horse Sprint.

The Gr1 SA Fillies Sprint promises a 
thriller with 2019 winner Celtic Sea 
taking on Cape star Run Fox Run 
– beaten only once in seven starts – 
having her first test away from home.

The Gr1 Allan Robertson Championship 

is one of the toughest exotic races on 
the day and sees the return of Gareth 
van Zyl’s unbeaten Strelitzia Stakes 
winning Vercingetorix filly Vernichey, 
who takes on a hot field, including 
Kenilworth Fillies Nursery winner Delta 
Queen, who went third in the feature 
last time.

Normally run at the Durban city track, 
the WSB Gr3 Cup Trial offers the winner 
a ‘preferential consideration’ ticket for 
the Vodacom Durban July and a guaran-
teed run in the Gr1 Champions Cup on 
Saturday, 29 August at Hollywoodbets 
Greyville.

Run Fox Run

mailto:advertising%40winningmedia.co.za%20?subject=
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With Warren Kennedy notching his 
second Gr1 victory of a great day at an 
admittedly deserted office, Summer 
Pudding sprouted wings after Bernard 
Fayd’herbe went for broke on the 
similarly unbeaten Acacia Handicap 

winner Lady Of Steel at the 
350m.

With stablemate Heart 
Stwings ensuring a decent 

gallop, Summer Pudding 

appeared to be lost at her first time on 
the Hollywoodbets Greyville turn, with 
Lady Of Steel storming to what looked 
like victory – until Summer Pudding 
decided differently.

Taking off, the smashing athlete 
lengthened her stride and powered 
home to beat Driving Miss Daisy (13-
1), bidding to give Eric Sands a Gr1 
double, by 0,90 lengths in a time of 
126,51 secs.

It was a recovery from defeat seldom 
witnessed at Hollywoodbets Greyville!

Lady Of Steel (43-20), who had looked 
a winner, tired late and finished 1,20 
lengths back in third.

Sean Tarry’s Gauteng raiding pair of 
Victoria Paige (13-1) and Keep Smiling 
(80-1) were not disgraced in fourth 
and fifth positions, respectively.

Trainer Paul Peter said he was 
‘speechless’ and had no words to de-
scribe the victory by his prized filly.

The Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein 
-bred winner is by champion sire 
Silvano (Lomitas)  out of seven-time 
winning stakes winner Cherry On The 
Cake(Strike Smartly) – the latter a half 
sister to SA Triple Tiara winner Cherry 
On The Top (Tiger Ridge). They were 
daughters of the top-class Carolina 
Cherry.

Summer Pudding has now won all 7 
starts for stakes (excluding her Tiara 
bonus) of R1 413 500.

The likely Equus Champion 3yo filly 
for this extraordinary season, she is 
unlikely to race again this term with a 
rest at her home base planned.

outh African Triple Tiara princess 
Summer Pudding delivered the 
showstopping performance of 

the day at Hollywoodbets Greyville on 
Sunday when she picked herself up off 
the canvas from a hopeless position to 
maintain her seven-from-seven  
unbeaten record with a scintillating 
strike in the R325 000 Gr1  
Woolavington 2000.

Perfect seven for the daughter of Silvano

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/racing-and-sport/reviews/
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he big son of Ideal World had 
not seen race action since his 
narrow defeat by new Klawervlei 

sire One World in the Sun Met 21 weeks 
ago, and while he was workmanlike in 
a gallop at the track two weeks ago, his 
veteran trainer was suitably pleased by 
a smart win in testing circumstances on 
Sunday. With nobody keen to go and 
lead in the seven horse field, Winning 
Form’s SA log-leader Warren Kennedy 
showed the confidence and led all 
the way, with Vardy(5-2) producing a 
storming late run from some way back 
down the outside.

Just 0,90 lengths separated the top 
two with Rainbow Bridge (5-2) never 
really stretched.

While he turned the tables on his old 
adversary and defending champion Do 
It Again, who was 1,30 lengths back in 
third, Rainbow Bridge’s winning time 
of 98,38 secs paled against the Snaith 
runner’s 2019 victory time achieved in 
96,39 secs on similarly good ground.

But for the Sands team, and the 
staunch Rattrays, who are waiting 
patiently for their first July trophy, it 
was mission accomplished.

Warren Kennedy salutes as  
Rainbow Bridge stays on smoothly 

Trainer Eric Sands, who celebrated 
his 64th birthday on Friday, sent his 
warmest congratulations to Mr and 
Mrs Rattray and breeders Mary Slack 
and her team.

He also thanked Peter Muscutt and 
Warren Kennedy for the work they 
had done at Summerveld with Rain-
bow Bridge in the Milnerton trainer’s 
absence during lockdown.

Jockey Warren Kennedy, who is finding 
his winning form again, said that 
while his mount didn’t quite settle, he 
enjoyed it in front and was only found 
wanting in the final 100m – not bad in 
the circumstances!

A R300 000 National Yearling Sale buy, 
Rainbow Bridge was bred by  
Wilgerbosdrift and Mauritzfontein 
and is a 5yo gelded son of Ideal World 
(Kingmambo).

The winner is out of the versatile 
seven-time winner Halfway To Heaven 
(Jet Master), whose successes includ-
ed the 2013 Gr3 Prix Du Cap when 
trained by the same Eric Sands.

SA Champion Broodmare, Halfway 
To Heaven was set for an extraordi-
nary weekend with her Silvano son 
Hawwaam winning the Gr1  Premier’s 
Champions Challenge at Turffontein 
on Saturday, and another of her 
progeny Golden Ducat (Philanthropist) 
running in the Gr1 Daily News 2000 
later on Sunday.

Rainbow Bridge has never been out of 
the money – he has won 8 races with 
8 places from 8 starts from 16 starts 
for stakes of R6 308 125.

Well done to Hollywoodbets for 
stepping in for their maiden Gr1 race 
sponsorship.

Eric Sands’ 2019 Sun Met winner 
Rainbow Bridge ran the perfect 
prep for his assault on the Vodacom 
Durban July in just over three weeks 
time, when dictating matters and 
going from gun to tape to register 
his third Gr1 success in the R425 000 
Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge at 
Hollywoodbets Greyville on Sunday.
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St John Gray’s chestnut charger Ronnie’s Candy boosted 
her paddock value and caused an upset when she won the 
R425 000 Gr1 HSH Princess Charlene Empress Club Stakes for 
fillies and mares over 1600m at Turffontein on Saturday.

n a race superbly judged by Piere Strydom, the four-year- 
old (starting at 17-2) came from last to beat Vistula(7-2) by 
a length with 6-10 favourite Queen Supreme a neck back in 

third.

The winner’s time was 98,95.

The victory was the rampant Strydom’s third on the card.

The favourite Queen Supreme appeared to be going well 
under the hands but had nothing to offer late.

“I thought we were racing for second,” said Strydom “I would 
have been quite happy to run second so this is a bonus.”

Piere Strydom guides 
Ronnie’s Candy to victory

Speaking about his decision to drop his mount out at the start, 
Strydom said: “We had no choice really  from a bad draw and 
there was a lot of pace and with this headwind, those tactics 
would help us.

“Luckily it wasn’t such a big field so even if I sat last I didn’t 
have to make up a lot. With this headwind she just took me 
into the field and I just managed to follow a couple of horses 
through and I got on top of them very quickly.

“It was just a matter of being patient, and obviously having a 
horse with ability.”

At the presentation, a cheque for R100 000 was presented on 
behalf of HSH Princess Charlene which was used to bolster the 
stake money of the race from R325 000 to R425 000.

“With the stakes already so reduced we appreciate the extra 
money put into the stake by Princess Charlene,” said Strydom.

A Graystone Stud home-bred, Ronnie’s Candy is by the ill-fated 
King Of Kings (Sadler’s Wells ) out of the three-time winner 
Bennie And the Jets (Jet Master).

She has won 5 races with 9 places from 18 starts for stakes of 
R1 112 775.
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Mike de Kock’s top-class 4yo Hawwaam bid 
the South African racing public farewell in 
grand style at Turffontein on Saturday when 
cruising home in facile fashion to beat stable-
mate Soqrat and capture the R425 000 World 
Sports Betting Gr1 Premier’s Champions 
Challenge for the second consecutive year.

n buttoning down his fifth Gr1 success, Hawwaam gave 
the handicapper some further affirmation of his ability 
and showed that his Cape summer form wasn’t exactly his 

Sunday best.

He was never under pressure as the high-riding Ridgemont 
Highlands-sponsored Callan Murray, riding his career 8th Gr1 
winner, took the accolades, making it two out of two on the 
big horse.

Benefitting from the crowd-free lockdown-style ghost racing, 
Hawwaam hardly worked up a sweat as he settled beautifully 
and turned on the jets at the 300m to win going away by 3,50 
lengths in a time of 122,82 secs.

Sean Tarry’s Tierra Del Fuego was a further 1,50 lengths back 
in third. The rest weren’t in the same league.

Trainer Mike de Kock has taken his stick at times  for some of 
the past performances of the newsmaking colt and said that he 

wished he had him ‘in this form for the Met’.

“The Met would have been a proper race. This horse 
could win an Arlington Million. He will win a Gr1 in 
Australia. It’s scary to think that he is going to be 
even better at 5. His wither hasn’t even flattened out 
yet. He is definitely getting better. And what a great 
week for Sheikh Hamdan – one of the world’s great 
owners and breeders,” he added.

De Kock confirmed that jockey Callan Murray rode a 
textbook race.

“Callan doesn’t overthink his ride on this horse. He 
rides him perfectly,” he added, confirming that while 
Hawwaam can be volatile, there had been ‘human 
factors’ in all of his previous ‘incidents’.

A R1 million National Yearling Sale graduate, the 
half-brother to Sunday’s Gold Challenge candidate 
Rainbow Bridge was bred by Mauritzfontein & 
Wilgerbosdrift, and is a son of multiple champion 
Silvano (Lomitas) out of the seven 
-time winning SA Broodmare Of The Year, Halfway To  
Heaven (Jet Master).

His Philanthropist half-brother Golden Ducat runs 
for the first time in the Rattray silks in Sunday’s Daily 
News 2000.

Hawwaam has won 10 of 
his 13 starts with 1 place 
for stakes of R6 769 775.

We will follow his 
fortunes on the world 
stage.
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SA Triple Tiara Princess Summer Pudding 
(Silvano - Cherry On The Cake)

 

Seven From Seven!

The Sporting Post Sprint congratulates 
the connections of Summer Pudding

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMmS7B5ncoM&feature=youtu.be
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he Mike and Adam Azzie trained 
gelding has had a few owners 
and Gr1 close-calls in his distin-

guished career, and sent a welcome 
omen for his 2yo full-sister Delta 
Queen for next Saturday’s Gr1 Allan 
Robertson Championship at Holly-
woodbets Scottsville, when clinging on 
grimly to deny the flying Cape raider 
Russet Air  by a quarter length in a 
time of 56,72 secs.

Known as a horse who doesn’t enjoy 
any give in the ground, Rivarine was 
given a chance early as his stablemate 
Down To Zero, the talented Mr Flood 
and Chimichuri Run set the tempo.

The race was wide open inside the final 
300m, but with a  vigorous rein action, 
Devin Habib brought Rivarine forward 

down the outside at the 250m.

Putting in a big effort, the gelding ran 
all the way to the wire at 28-1 for a big 
win for owners Dr Melandie Taljaard 
and Sharon Azzie.

Piere Strydom was clearly on his 
Salusa 45 on the afternoon, and the 
legendary multiple champion almost 
made it a terrific day after three 
earlier wins, when he produced Cape 

Flying Championship winner Russet 
Air (7-1) with a late rattle down the 
inside.

Chimichuri Run (6-1) ran a typically 
game race in third, with the well backed 
Mr Flood (13-20) fading late into fourth.

The dual Gr1 placed Rivarine has now 
won 7 races with 11 places from 34 
starts for stakes of R1 224 875.

He is his champion sire’s 24th individ-
ual Gr1 winner.

A R600 000 Cape Premier Yearling Sale 
Book 1 graduate, Rivarine was bred in 
partnership by Avontuur Stud and Mr 
& Mrs Cedric Amm. The Amms raced 
the outstanding J&B Met winning River 
Jetez, a versatile daughter of Jet Master 
who won 11 races from 1400m-2400m.

In this unusual after the post shot, 
Devin Habib on Rivarine glances 

right at Russet Air 

The beautifully-bred 6yo 
speedster Rivarine set up a 

potentially magic month for his 
evergreen sire Var and finally 
cracked his long overdue Gr1 

credit when he put in the  
performance of his life to  
win Saturday’s R425 000  

Computaform Sprint at long 
odds under Devin Habib.
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o says Joey Soma, who was echoing his colleague Paul 
Peter’s sentiment, after the ‘Turffontein two’ won the 
Daily News 2000 and Woolavington 2000 at Hollywood-

bets Greyville on Sunday.

“If it wasn’t for the colour of the turf, you wouldn’t know it is 
winter,” said the veteran Soma, who confirmed that his Gr1 
Daily News 2000 winner would be prepared out of his home 
base of Turffontein for the Vodacom Durban July.

“He never enjoyed the Cape and even when we got to Sum-
merveld last week, his personality changed. I need him to be 
happy and he is a gem at home at Turffontein. So we won’t 
take any chances. We will go back to Joburg on Wednesday 
and have his July gallop up there. We will come back to Durban 
for the big race,” he said.

He was pleased to report that Drakenstein-sponsored 
SA champion jockey Lyle Hewitson has been 
booked for the big race ride.

Hewitson will ride Got The Greenlight at a 
likely 53kgs.

The fact that Turffontein-based trainers won 
two of the three Gr1 races at Hollywoodbets 
Greyville on Sunday is testimony to the world-
class track management at the Gauteng  

racetrack training centre.

Got The Greenlight 
cruises to victory under 
Bernard Fayd’herbe

Got The Greenlight sauntered to his second Gr1 victory at 
Hollywoodbets Greyville and third career Gr1 overall when 
winning the Daily News 2000 under Bernard Fayd'Herbe yes-
terday. He beat the pacy Padre Pio by 1,50 lengths in a time of 
125,80 secs.

The Daily News is a traditional July pointer and Joey Soma, 
who astutely bought  him for a now modest R110 000 off the 
2018 CTS April Yearling Sale, is looking for his first success in 
the big race.

The colt took his earnings to R1 938 000 with his sixth win 
with five places from twelve starts.

Got The Greenlight races in a partnership of Dayalan  
Chinsammy, Hassen Adams and Joey Soma.

Bred by Nadeson Park Stud, he is by  
Varsfontein sire Gimmethegreenlight (More 
Than Ready) and is out of the one-time 

winner Command Chi (Commands).
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Brazil Nut 2 c (Jay Peg x Spy Girl (Captain Al))
Winner on 1000m debut at Fairview, 15 June 2020
A big, strong son of all-time leading SA bred stakes earner 
Jay Peg out of a multiple winner-producing Captain Al mare

25% share available immediately – R92 000 (vat excl.)

‘“He’s a very smart colt. Shows plenty of pace and 
he will run in the Listed Dahlia Plate on 3 July’”

More information – email senorsanta@googlemail.com

https://www.internationalracing.club/
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World Sports Betting Premier’s Champions Challenge (Gr1)

HAWWAAM has had his rating raised from 131 to 134 after he ran out an 
easy winner of the Grade 1 World Sports Betting Premier’s Champions  
Challenge over 2000m on the Turffontein standside track on Saturday 27 
June.   The Handicappers were of the view that 3rd placed TIERRA DEL 
FUEGO was a suitable line horse even though he was trying a new distance, 
given that he run a similar race behind HAWWAAM at Grade 1 level in his 
most recent start in the H F Oppenheimer Horse Chestnut Stakes.  As such, 
his rating remains unchanged on 124.

It was noted that runner-up SOQRAT ran a much improved race here and 
was only given a small drop from 133 to 132.  There were no increases for 
any runner aside from the winner, but two other horses were given drops.  
HERO’S HONOUR is down from 117 to 115, and TILBURY FORT drops from 
112 to 110.

HSH Princess Charlene Empress Club Stakes (Gr1)

RONNIE’S CANDY has seen her rating upped from 115 to 117 after her 
victory in the Grade 1 HSH Princess Charlene Empress Club Stakes for fillies 
and mares over 1600m at Turffontein on Saturday. Runner-up VISTULA was 
used as the line horse when assessing this race and so remains unchanged 
on a rating of 115.

Fourth placed SARAGON was picked up from 99 to 105 and is the only other 
to receive an increase.  There were drops for three horses. IN THE DANCE 
goes from 107 to 105, WISTERIA WALK drops from 108 to 107, and SNOW 
PALACE goes to 99 from 100.

Computaform Sprint (Gr1)

RIVARINE has seen his rating jump 
from 108 to 125 after he put up 
by far his best career performance 
to win the Grade 1 Computaform 
Sprint over the Turffontein 1000m 
on Saturday.  Here the 125-rated 
runner-up RUSSET AIR was used 
as the line horses, which of course 
means that his mark remains 
unchanged, and the Handicap-
pers opted to keep RIVARINE the 
equal of RUSSET AIR given that 
the winner ran to a level well 
above anything he had previously 
achieved.

3rd placed CHIMICHURI RUN was 
given a small drop from 126 to 125 
so that he not remain rated above 
the two horses that beat him. 
Sixth placed DONDERWEER is up 
from 101 to 107, while 7th finisher 
WINTER STORM was picked up 
from 104 to 106.  There were two 
further drops, with WILLIAM THE 
SILENT being cut from 110 to 106 
and SPRING BREAK going from 103 
to 99.

The NHRA Handicappers have 
assessed a busy weekend of 
feature race action, with the 
bound-for-the-world Hawwaam 
being upped to a 134.

HAWWAAM UP  
SOQRAT DOWN
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World Sports Betting Camellia 
Stakes (Gr2)

GOLDEN BELLE has had her rating 
raised from 94 to 116 after she 
ran away with the Grade 2 World 
Sports Betting Camellia Stakes 
for fillies and mares over 1160m 
at Turffontein on Saturday.  3rd 
placed DANCING QUEEN was con-
sidered to be the most suitable line 
horse in this conditions event and 
so remains unchanged on 106. 

4th finisher POOL PARTY was picked 
up from 98 to 101 and was the only 
other runner to receive a rating 
increase, but there were drops for 
four horses.  GIN FIZZ goes from 106 
to 103, ALL AT ONCE is down from 
102 to 100, KARINO was trimmed 
from 90 to 89, and lastly TRUE 
CHARM goes to 93 from 95.

Bidvest Gold Bowl (Handicap) (Gr3)

IMPERIAL RUBY has had his rating raised 
from 102 to 107 (which is the rating he 
ran to when 6th in the Grade 1 SA  
Derby) after he stayed on well to win 
the Grade 3 Bidvest Gold Bowl on hand-
icap terms over 3200m at Turffontein 
on Saturday. 4th placed DROMEDARIS 
and 5th finisher SUNSHINE SILK were 
both used as line horses and so remain 
unchanged on 95 and 103, respectively.

Runner-up FACTOR FIFTY was picked 
up from 104 to 108, while 3rd placed 
TOP SHOT goes up from 89 to 91 
solely as a consequence of his carry-
ing 1 kg overweight. 6th placed GOLD 
GRADEIFFIN goes up from 74 to 79 
and is the only other runner to get an 
increase, but there were drops for a 
number of horses.

FACT was trimmed from 92 to 91, ALI 
BON DUBAI is down from 105 to 102, 
SHENANIGANS is down to 98 from 100, 
while DIAMOND DANCER had already 
been dropped from 93 to 91 subse-
quent to the weights for the Gold Bowl 
being issued and remains on 91.

Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge (Gr1)

RAINBOW BRIDGE remains unchanged on 134 following his pillar-to-post triumph in 
the Grade 1 Hollywoodbets. Gold Challenge over 1600m on the Greyville turf course 
on Sunday 28 June. The Handicappers were of the view that RAINBOW BRIDGE him-
self made for the best line horse, especially as he beat TWIST OF FATE by almost the 
identical margin to when they respectively finished 2nd and 4th in the Grade 1 Sun 
Met at Kenilworth earlier this year.

Runner-up VARDY was left unchanged on 134.  The Handicappers took into account 
that RAINBOW BRIDGE enjoyed a soft lead in a race run at a very slow pace and for 
VARDY to come from last and finish second was an outstanding effort. As such, we 
are happy to have him remain rated the equal of RAINBOW BRIDGE at this point in 
time.

No horses in fact received a ratings increase after this race, but there were drops for 
3rd placed DO IT AGAIN (who goes from 135 to 133 to peg him below the two who 
beat him), and for TWIST OF FATE ( who drops from 129 to 127.)

Woolavington 2000 (Gr1)

Unbeaten SUMMER PUDDING has had her rating raised from 114 to 117 after the 
heroine of the recent Gauteng Triple Tiara made it a perfect seven-from-seven by 
landing the Grade 1 Woolavington 2000 for three-year-old fillies over 2000m at 
Greyville on Sunday.

Runner-up DRIVING MISS DAISY and 4th placed VICTORIA PAIGE (who had also 
crossed swords with SUMMER PUDDING in two legs of the Triple Tiara) were both 
used as line horses here and so remain unchanged on 115 and 112, respectively.

There were increases also for KEEP SMILING, who goes from 102 to 108, FOLLOW 
THE STAR, who is up from 98 to 100, and RATTLE MOUSE, who goes to 92 from 84.  
The only drop was for KELPIE, who is down to 113 from 116.

Daily News 2000 (Gr1)

GOT THE GREEENLIGHT has had his 
rating raised from 116 to 118, after 
he captured the Grade 1 Daily News 
2000 for three-year-olds over 2000m 
at Greyville on Sunday. It was de-
cided by the Handicappers that the 
best way to rate the race was to use 
4th placed SHANGO to the 112 he 
actually achieved in his last start in 
the Grade 1 SA Derby at Turffontein 
on 6 June.  Accordingly, SHANGO was 
given a drop from 118 to 116 to leave 
him rated two pounds inferior to GOT 
THE GREENLIGHT.

Runner-up PADRE PIO and 3rd placed 
GOLDEN DUCAT, who were both rated 
110 going into the race, were both 
raised to 115.  There was also an in-
crease for SHARE HOLDER, who goes 
from 86 to 101 (below the actual 105 
he achieved and still below the actual 
102 he achieved in the Grade 2 World 
Sports Betting Guineas at Greyville 

three weeks earlier).  The only drop 
was for AZORES, who goes from 99 
to 97.

Tibouchina Stakes (Gr2)

SILVANO’S PRIDE has had her rating 
raised from 115 to 118 after she 
made virtually all the running to 
win the Grade 2 Tibouchina Stakes 
for fillies and mares over 1400m at 
Greyville on Sunday, while conceding 
weight to all 10 of her rivals.

Ultra-consistent 3rd finisher MASTER 
KEYS was deemed to make for the 
best line horse here and accordingly 
remains unchanged on 104.  There 
were increases for runner-up  
SLEEPING SINGLE, who is up from 
106 to 107, and for 4th placed POINT 
OF SALE, who goes from 96 to 102.

Two horses had their ratings 
dropped, with SPIRITOFTHEGROOVE 
going from 105 to 102 and SIDONIE 
dropping to 103 to 101.

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2020/06/nhra-merit-ratings-2/
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https://www.drakensteinstud.com/
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he KZN-based rider recently 
missed out on an opportunity 
to win the SA Triple Tiara on 

Summer Pudding due to interprovincial 
travel restrictions.

But he put that professional disap-
pointment well behind him when boot-
ing home a polished and professional 
Gr1 double, that included two very 
different, but equally brilliant, displays 
from the saddle.

Riding Eric Sands’ 2019 Sun Met winner 
Rainbow Bridge in a race for the first 
time, Warren used his initiative and fine 
judgement to make his own pace in the 
Gr1 Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge.

“I can only say that it turned out to 
be a near perfect July prep in the end, 
with the bonus of a truly prestigious 
Gr1 success for everybody involved. He 
is being aimed for the July, and it was 
never our plan to give Rainbow Bridge 
a punishing race. It is common knowl-
edge that a nasal infection kept the big 
boy out of his originally intended SA 
Champions Season starting point – the 
Drill Hall Stakes. So it’s been a bit of a 

Sunday was a red-letter 
day for Winning Form 
sponsored SA Champion  
jockey elect Warren 
Kennedy. He doubled 
his career Gr1 tally on 
an afternoon where 
he rode three feature 
winners. And he looks to 
have his best chance yet 
of breaking the ice in the 
Vodacom Durban July.

catch-up exercise. But after Sunday it 
is all systems go and we are back on 
track,” he added confidently, pointing 
out that Rainbow Bridge had naturally 
tired late, but would be ‘spot on’ come 
25 July.

When asked whether this would be his 
best ever Durban July winning chance, 
Warren responded by saying ‘definitely’.

Summer Pudding’s extraordinary late 
surge from a seemingly hopeless posi-
tion to win the Gr1 Woolavington 2000 
was described as ‘her best effort ever’ 
by Warren.

“At the 350m  I thought ‘that’s it’. 
Summer Pudding was off the bit and 
Bernard (Fayd’herbe) had skipped and 
grabbed three lengths on the very tal-
ented Lady Of Steel. That’s a no-come-
back type of position at Hollywoodbets 
Greyville on any ordinary Sunday,” he 
laughs nervously, as he recalls what 

SECOND
GR1
VICTORY

No  
Ordinary 
Sunday!

I can only say that it turned out 
to be a near perfect July prep 
in the end, with the bonus of a 
truly prestigious Gr1 success for 
everybody involved
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No  
Ordinary 
Sunday!

happened next, as we asked him if it felt 
as breathtaking as it looked.

“Yes, it did! Summer Pudding is a super-
star, so I always knew she would keep 
giving it to me. At the 200m, she saw 
Lady Of Steel and her champion mindset 
kicked in. Then I felt that I had it. She 
made the ground up in double quick 
time. She’s brilliant. Well done to the 
Paul Peter stable and the Wilgerbosdrift 
& Mauritzfontein teams. I just did the 
riding. There was a lot more that went 
into the victory behind the scenes.  
Seven from seven - she has sure earned 
her break. What a horse!”

On Rainbow Bridge’s Philanthropist 
half-brother Golden Ducat’s third 
placed effort in the Gr1 Daily News, 
Warren says that he is a big rangy horse 
and that Bernard Fayd’herbe rode 
a good race on the winner Got The 
Greenlight, who actually turns it on 
quicker than his mount.

“Bernard was in a perfect position behind 
me and when Anton’s (Marcus) horse 
moved on to me, I had to keep Golden 
Ducat on the wrong foot for probably 
another 100m. I’m not saying I would 
have beaten Got The Greenlight, but he 
takes his time to get going and I have no 
doubt I would have finished closer 
and secured a clear second.”

Warren suggests that Golden 
Ducat, like Got The Greenlight, 
was having only his second start 
at Hollywoodbets Greyville and 
will have benefitted from the 
experience.

“I can’t speak for his programme, but 
I am sure that Mr Eric Sands and Mr 
and Mrs Rattray would enjoy having 
a ‘double spear’ attack in a great race 
like the Durban July, and Golden Ducat  
will undoubtedly benefit from the 
extra 200m there. He won the Cape 
Derby and is a class 3yo.”

Warren thanked his sponsors, as well 
as the owners and trainers, and all 
their support teams that made his 
job ‘a pleasure’.

“To Winning Form and Hollywood-
bets, who sponsored their first Gr1 in 
the Gold Challenge, I can only say a 
massive word of appreciation. Racing 
desperately needs all the support, 
and personally it’s an absolute 
honour and privilege to enjoy the 
encouragement, professionalism and 
team spirit that prevails,” he said in 
conclusion.

The Peter family lead Summer 
Pudding (Warren Kennedy) in
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While Trickster was a bit disappointing in Sunday’s Listed 
Devon Air Stakes at Hollywoodbets Greyville, international 
owner Bjorn Nielsen started what could be a great week 
with a smart debut winner for the Snaith Racing Team at 
Kenilworth on Monday.

Really Royal, a daughter of Klawervlei Stud’s late champion 
sire Captain Al out of Fort Wood mare Pagan Princess, is a 
full-sister to Gr1 Cape Guineas winner and Klawervlei sire 
William Longsword, and a half-sister to Gr1 South African 
Fillies Sprint winner Real Princess.

She impressed on her 1200m debut under Richard Fourie, 
when getting up late to beat the free striding and more 
experienced Captain’s Flo by just under a half length

Really Royal was knocked down to Anthony Stroud for  
R4 000 000 to top the 2019 Cape Premier Yearling Sale.

She runs in the same silks as the exciting English King (Ed 
Walker), the well-supported 5/2 Investec Derby favourite, 

following his classy success in the Listed Derby Trial at 
Lingfield Park on 5 June.

English King and QIPCO 2000 Guineas winner Kameko 
headline the Investec Derby behind closed doors at  
Epsom Downs this Saturday facing up to seven from 
Aidan O’Brien’s yard.

Two-time Investec Derby winning jockey Frankie Dettori 
will take the ride on English King, a son of 2012 Investec 
Derby hero Camelot, for the first time.

Owners will be back on the racecourse for the Investec 
Derby and Oaks and the return of Enable in the Coral 

-Eclipse on Sunday on what one 
leading bookmaker called the “most 
sensational weekend of racing 
imaginable”.

Britain’s premier Classic has a total 
prize fund of £500 000 and will be 
run at the revised time of 17h55 to 

encourage a larger TV audience.

Jonathan Snaith leads Really 
Royal (Richard Fourie) in
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https://wlhollywoodbets.adsrv.eacdn.com/C.ashx?btag=a_438b_402c_&affid=654685&siteid=438&adid=402&c=
https://blog.hollywoodbets.net/2020/06/trainer-leaderboard-back-on-track-challenge.html
https://blog.hollywoodbets.net/2020/06/jockey-leaderboard-back-on-track-challenge.html
https://blog.hollywoodbets.net/2020/06/racehorses-leaderboard-back-on-track-challenge.html
https://blog.hollywoodbets.net/2020/06/grooms-leaderboard-back-on-track-challenge.html
https://blog.hollywoodbets.net/2020/06/apprentices-leaderboard-back-on-track-challenge.html
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to champion Got The Greenlight, while the next three across 
the line, Padre Pio, Golden Ducat and Shango, are all out of 
Jet Master mares!

Hawwaam is bred on the Silvano x Jet Master cross, as is the 
four-year-old filly Silvano’s Pride. She captured last-season’s 
Gr1 Woolavington 2000 in front running style and made a 
triumphant return to the Durban track on Saturday. Under 
similar tactics, she never saw a rival and easily accounted for 
the Gr2 Tibouchina Stakes, run over 1400m, a distance short 
of her best.

Jet Master also reinforced his growing reputation as a sire of 
sires when his SA Derby and Durban July winner Pomodoro 
weighed in with a brace of new stakes winners. A return 
to sprinting brought out the best in three-year-old daugh-
ter Golden Belle, who broke through at stakes level with a 
commanding four-length success in the Gr3 Camellia Stakes. 
Significantly, third placed Dancing Queen has Jet Master as 
her damsire!

Twenty four hours later, juvenile daughter Caralluma com-
pleted the double at Holllywoodbets Greyville when she 
powered home by a similar margin in the Listed Devon Air 
Stakes.

Another up-and-coming son of Jet Master, the imposing 
Master Of My Fate, featured as the sire of unlucky three-
year-old Driving Miss Daisy. Runner-up in both the Gr1 Cape 
Fillies Guineas and Paddock Stakes, she finished an excellent 
second to unbeaten Summer Pudding in the Gr1 Woolaving-
ton 2000. Her day will come. Four-year-old daughter Master 
Keys had caught the eye when a fast-finishing second in the 
Gr3 Poinsettia Stakes and she again ran with merit to finish 
third behind Silvano’s Pride in the Tibouchina.

Another who has stakes winner stamped all over him is  
Tierra Del Fuego, who picked up his first Gr1 black type 
when third behind Hawwaam on Saturday. Previously  
runner-up in the Gr2 Hawaii Stakes, the four-year-old is by 
Jet Master’s less prominent son Skitt Skizzle, whose handful 
of runners includes the Secretariat Stakes heroine Cordillera.

irst up was Rivarine, who succeeded in his quest for Gr1 
glory at the age of six when he outgunned his rivals in 
the Computaform Sprint at Turffontein. He is the first foal 

of Jet Master’s outstanding daughter River Jetez, an own sister 
to the legendary triple Horse of the Year Pocket Power, whom 
she defeated in her signature victory, the 2010 Gr1 J&B Met.

Rivarine is by Var, as is the juvenile filly Miracle Flight. Out of 
a Jet Master own sister to champion sprinter Mythical Flight, 
she was bred to fly and found only stable companion Springs 
Of Carmel too good in the Gr2 SA Fillies Nursery.

Ronnie’s Candy next stepped into the spotlight with a de-
served first Gr1 success in the HSH Princess Charlene Empress 
Club Stakes. St John Gray’s homebred proved a cut above 
her rivals, coming from last to win the mile race in style. A 
daughter of deceased King Of Kings, her dam is the Gr3-placed 
Jet Master mare Bennie Andthe Jets.

The Gr1 Premier’s Champion Challenge proved a walk in the 
park for star colt Hawwaam. One of three Gr1 winners out 
of Jet Master’s celebrated daughter Halfway To Heaven, the 
champion successfully defended his crown with a runaway 
victory in what was his final South African start.

On Sunday, Hawwaam’s Gr1 winning siblings Rainbow Bridge 
(Ideal World) and Golden Ducat (Philanthropist) both stepped 
out at Hollywoodbets Greyville. The former added another top 
level success to his résumé with a bold, front-running score in 
the Gr1 Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge. The race was a coup 
for Jet Master, as he also sired the dam of runner-up Vardy, the 
L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate winner and like Rivarine, sired by Var.

Cape Derby winner Golden Ducat, trained like Rainbow Bridge 
by Eric Sands, carried the Rattray silks for the first time when 
he took his chances in the Gr1 Daily News 2000. Victory went 

Jet Master’s influence as a broodmare sire and 
sire of sires is becoming ever more conspicuous. 
That much was evident this past weekend when 
the seven-time champion sire dominated as the 
broodmare sire of no less than five Graded stakes 
winners, four of which at Gr1 level.



23

In a first of its kind in South Africa, two  
fantasy races will be run this weekend, the 
first on Friday 3 July and the big one on  
Saturday 4 July, the date that the original 
Vodacom Durban July would have been run.

The brainchild of new YouTube racing channel Clocking The 
Gallop’s Neil Andrews and Nico Kritsiotis, the race is expected 
to attract a lot of interest along the length and breadth of 
South Africa and indeed amongst all the expatriates around 
the world including countries like Laos and Australia.

The main Vodacom Durban July All Time Greats race will be 
run at 20h00 on Saturday 4 July and the Consolation All Time 
Greats will jump at 20h00 the day before on Friday 3 July.

Both races will be called by commentator Craig “Eagle Eye” 
Peters who has called 34 Durban July’s in his career.

A handicapping team led by internationally renowned Chief 
Handicapper Mike Wanklin and assisted by locally based rac-
ing aficionados Matthew Lipps, Jehan Malherbe and Charles 
Faull were mandated with the task of coming up with the 
final fields of 20 runners each and allotting the weights to be 
carried.

THE MAIN CRITERIA WERE AS FOLLOWS :

The Vodacom Durban July All Time Greats race – the entrant 
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had to have WON one of the previous runnings of the Voda-
com Durban July.

The Vodacom Durban July All Time Greats Consolation Race – 
the entrant had to have participated in a Vodacom Durban July 
but never won it.

Mike Wanklin explained the process in issuing the final fields 
and how the weights are structured :

THE VODACOM DURBAN JULY ALL TIME GREATS  
CONSOLATION FANTASY RACE

The weights allocated in this event are based on each horse’s 
BEST performance “at the weights” in the races they ran.

Thereafter, the allocated weight is tabulated against the back-
drop of the current weight scale of the Vodacom July.

VODACOM JULY FANTASY CONSOLATION
Saddle  Horse Age Jockey Kg Draw 
Cloth      
1 Elevation 4c Roy Curling 60 10
2 Foveros 6h Basil Marcus 60 12
3 Furious 6g Robbie Sham 60 5
4 Futura 4c Glenn Hatt 60 7
5 Jerez 5h Stanley Amos 60 4
6 Jungle Warrior 5h Kevin Shea 60 13
7 Model Man 4c Paddy Wynne 60 11
8 National Emblem 4c Rhys van Wyk 60 17
9 Spanish Pool 6h Jeff Lloyd 60 2
10 Surfing Home 6g Mark Sutherland 60 14
11 William Penn 6h Johnny Cawcutt 60 6
12 Empress Club 4f Anton Marcus 59 16
13 Olympic Duel 5m Felix Coetzee 59 8
14 Free My Heart 4g Andrew Fortune 58 15
15 Pas De Quoi 7h Garth Puller 58 1
16 Wylie Hall 4c MJ Byleveld 57,5 3
17 Lenin 3c Harry Berry 57 19
18 King’s Pact 3f Charlie Barends 56 18
19 Gatecrasher 3c Muis Roberts 53 20
20 Home Guard 3c Gerald Turner 53 9

An Example will be Model Man:- he carried top weight of 
57kg in the July when he ran second to Bush Telegraph so here 
he again carries joint top weight of 60 kg. All the horses on 60kg 
carried top weight in the July when they achieved their best 
meritorious performance.

Note that in terms of the current weight scale male horses 
aged for years and older can only carry a maximum of 60kg and 
females 59kg. Thus Empress Club and Olympic Duel carry 59kg.

Three-year-old males are capped at 57kg and fillies 56kg. No 
male can carry less than 53kg and female 52kg.

THE VODACOM DURBAN JULY ALL TIME GREATS  
FANTASY RACE

For this handicap the same parameters on weight restrictions 
as outlined above have been applied. However, the weights 
allocated have been based on the overall merit assessment 
figures used by the FORM ORGANISATION and applied to each 
horses WINNING performance.

This is important because it is not necessarily a measure of 
that horse’s career merit. For example, FLAMING ROCK carried 
52.5kg when he won and has been assessed off that winning 
performance NOT his subsequent showings where he actually 
achieved higher weight merit when being beaten.

It is therefore significant that the age of each horse be taken 
into consideration when assessing the prospects of the chances 
in this event.

VODACOM FANTASY JULY

Saddle    Horse Age Jockey Kg Draw 
cloth      
1 Sea Cottage 4c Robbie Sivewright 60 11
2 Politician 4c Bertie Hayden 58,5 20
3 Milesia Pride 4c Tiger Wright 58 4
4 El Picha 5g Anton Marcus 57,5 19
5 Pamphlet 6h Syd Garrett 57,5 8
6 Campanajo 6h George Skirving 55,5 3
7 Spey Bridge 5c Cyril Buckham 54,5 12
8 Pocket Power 5g Bernard Fayd’herbe 54 18
9 Dynasty 3c Robbie Fradd 53,5 13
10 Bush Telegraph 3c Garth Puller 53 17
11 Colorado King 3c Marty Schoeman 53 1
12 Flaming Rock 4c Karl Neisius 53 2
13 Ilustrador 3g Felix Coetzee 53 16
14 In Full Flight 3c Raymond Rhodes 53 10
15 London News 3c Piere Strydom 53 9
16 Mowgli 4c Basil Lewis 53 7
17 Royal Chalice 3c Mark Sutherland 53 15
18 Yataghan 3c Muis Roberts 53 6
19 Igugu 3f Anthony Delpech 52 5
20 Ipi Tombe 3f Kevin Shea 52 14

Neil and Nico urged everyone remotely interested in horse 
racing to air their voices and to come forward and vote for 
who they believe to be South Africa’s greatest ever Vodacom 
Durban July winner.

The public can vote for their 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th in each race 
by sending their selections to clockingthegallop@gmail.com 
or tweeting it to @ClockGallop.

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/racing-and-sport/reviews/
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Name A Champion
Win a 4 star exclusive self-catering weekend stay at the breathtaking 

Barry House on Riverton Stud Farm outside Robertson.
The prize can accommodate 12 (max 14) people sharing 6 bedrooms and 5 bathrooms!

Further info available on www.rivertonstud.co.za

Find a winning name for this beautiful filly

She is by Riverton-bred EQUUS CHAMPION CAPTAIN OF ALL  
out of Fiesta Queen (SAF) (Parade Leader)

Fiesta Queen is the dam of graded stakes winners Cousin Liz and Gimme One Night

• The prize includes a complimentary bottle of wine or grape juice, wood for the braai, drinking water, 
hand sanitisers, toiletries, DSTV with the full bouquet of channels in the family room, & unlimited WiFi.

• Guests staying during the foaling season ( August to mid-November) may be lucky enough to get a call 
to witness a foaling – an amazing experience!

• Entries to info@rivertonstud.co.za / SP Sprint Competition in the subject line / Your name and the 
name entry for the foal in the message body

• Competition closes Thursday 9 July 2020 - name subject to NHRA approval
• Judges decision is final – and only one entry per email address please

https://rivertonstud.co.za/
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With his pink of health underscoring end-to-end victory in the 
Hollywoodbets Gr1 Gold Challenge on Sunday, Rainbow Bridge 
is a 4-1 favourite and surely the proven horse to beat with the 
Sun Met and Champions Cup under his belt from last term.

His proven record – he has never been out of the cash in 16 
starts – will probably be of more comfort to bettors at that 
price than WSB 1900 Victor Belgarion’s untapped scope at a 
half point higher on the boards. The son of Dynasty is bidding 
for his fifth consecutive win – the July is a cauldron to try and 
achieve that in.

Belgarion is one of a trio of Justin Snaith horses in the July bet-
ting boards top four. Snaith is bidding for his third consecutive 
success in the great race. After his decent enough third off a 
dawdle in the Gold Challenge on Sunday, Snaith’s July hat-trick 
bidder Do It Again has come in from 7’s to 13-2.

The recent Drill Hall Stakes winner Bunker Hunt rounds off the 
Snaith spearhead at 8-1.

Clearly the 3yo flagbearer in the class of 2020, Daily News 

After Mike de Kock’s Premier’s Champion Challenge 
post-racecomments on Saturday, Hawwaam’s Vodacom 
Durban July odds have ballooned 800%, with the son 
of Silvano looking a genuine doubtful starter for the big 
race on 25 July.

winner Got The Greenlight joins Belgarion at 8’s after firming 
from 12’s. The fact that he is travelling back to Turffontein, and 
then back to Summerveld in July week, will have some nervous 
about his short-term mileage come 25 July.

While trainer Joey Soma has outlined his rationale for the 
move, great conditioners like Terrance Millard and Syd Laird 
came to Durban for months and cleaned up.

Then there’s the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate winner Vardy. He is 
in from 14 to 10-1 after storming home off a slow-run Holly-
woodbets Gold Challenge pace on Sunday, and would likely 
have nabbed Rainbow Bridge in a few strides. But would have, 
should have, could have and there must be questions marks 
about him trying the 2200m.

The Vodacom Durban July first declarations close 11h00 on 
Monday, 6 July. The final supplementary entries are due by 
11h00 the following day, when the weights will be published.

Then:
·      Final Declarations -close 11h00 Monday, 13 July
·      Final Field and Draw – 14 July
·      Final Field: Subject to NHRA approval, twenty horses will     
       be carded for this event (18 Horses + 2 Reserves)

The Reserves to be scratched by 08h15 on Friday 24 July.

Elimination will be at the sole and unfettered discretion of Gold Circle.

https://wlhollywoodbets.adsrv.eacdn.com/C.ashx?btag=a_438b_402c_&affid=654685&siteid=438&adid=402&c=
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https://wlhollywoodbets.adsrv.eacdn.com/C.ashx?btag=a_438b_402c_&affid=654685&siteid=438&adid=402&c=
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At the age of 54, six times SA champion  
jockey Piere ‘Striker’ Strydom has little left 
to prove. But he rode like a legend possessed 
at Turffontein on Saturday, producing four 
winners, including moving a stride closer to 
his century of Gr1 winners.

ouncing back fit and hungry in the post level 5 lock-
down era, Piere tells the Sporting Post that next sea-
son will be his last. He says that he is in a great space 

emotionally and physically and is going to give it his all.

He is determined to go out on a high, and his target is ‘as 
many winners as possible’, and possibly a big race or five 
along the way.

The Striker swansong season is surely going to be a 
newsworthy twelve months and he is also very open to 
approaches from sponsors.

“I’d be very happy to entertain a brand that could join me 
in my farewell term!”

While he has won the Vodacom Durban July four times, his 
first was on London News 24 years ago, Striker is dead set 
on winning it again. His target for a 2020 ride is the former 
Joey Ramsden-trained Twist Of Fate, in the care of Adam 
Marcus.

“I’m trying for the ride on 
Twist Of Fate in the  
Vodacom Durban July”
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Imperial Ruby for Corne Spies 
in the Bidvest Gr3 Gold Bowl, 
a 3200m marathon.

“It was the end of a long 
day. But I was more worried 
about him trying to run off 
the course with me. He tried 
his luck at the starting gates 
but it didn’t cost us. He is an 
up-and-coming stayer and it was 
a smart win for a 3yo,” he adds, 
hardly mentioning the massive 
effort that he expended to get the 
gelding home by a nose from the gutsy 
never-say-die filly Factor Fifty.

And what about Candice Bass- 
Robinson’s Cape raider Russet Air - was 
he unlucky going down narrowly to  
Rivarine in the Gr1 Computaform Sprint?

“I wouldn’t say unlucky as at one stage 
I thought we were going to run last! 
There is a major difference between 
the Kenilworth 1200m and Turffontein’s 
1160m in winter. He did really well to 
get so close to the winner in the end.”

Piere tells us how he enjoyed the 
recent break and stayed fit during 
lockdown.

“I sold my house a few months prior 
to the lockdown. I moved in with my 
partner Chrisna Riche in Fourways 
and she, very fortunately, has the 
gym and swimming facilities at home 
that helped me stick rigidly to a strict 
exercise regime throughout those days 
when we couldn’t even walk the dog,” 
he laughs,

Like Piere, a power product of the East-
ern Cape, Chrisna is a Conveyancing 
Attorney and runs a successful all- 
female practice in Sandton.

Piere says he has never felt better and 
admits that age is a great mellower. 

The 2019 KZN Guineas winner ran third 
in the 2019 July behind Do It Again. He 
hasn’t won since and ran close on 3 
lengths off Rainbow Bridge in Sunday’s 
Hollywoodbets Gr1 Gold Challenge.

“He is a smart horse. We have asked for 
the ride. Let’s see how it goes,” he adds 
philosophically.

Piere won’t be riding at Hollywoodbets 
Scottsville in the big speed raceday on 
Saturday, as the jockeys have travel 
restrictions.

We asked what he felt about the 
NHRA’s interprovincial lockdown rule.

“It is quite strange that trainers, 
horses, grooms and officials are 

allowed to travel. But jockeys are 
subject to different rules. I can’t 

quite fathom it out – like the rest 
of my colleagues.”

It’s difficult to believe that the young 
man from Port Elizabeth, who rode his 
first winner on Saadabad at Scottsville 
all of 38 years ago, is still booting the 
winners home with such effortless 
grace. But he modestly puts Saturday’s 
achievement down to ‘everything  
falling into place’.

“I had the mounts. You can’t do it with-
out the right horses. A bit of luck and 
the rest is history,” he smiles.

Piere’s first winner was the 11-1  
Ramchandani Road for Clinton Binda 
in a maiden.

“He had the scope and was improving. 
He is a nice horse,” he adds.

He then won the Gr2 SA Fillies Nursery 
on Springs Of Carmel for Paul Peter.

“I was fortunate to be able to track my 
stablemate Miracle Flight. That played 
into my hands,” he says.

St John Gray’s gallant chestnut Ronnie’s 
Candy upset the exotics in the Gr1 HSH  
Princess Charlene Empress Club Stakes.

“She was very well on the day and the 
headwind played into our hands. I think 
Queen Supreme also ran below her best.”

Piere saved his best ride for last on 

We asked him whether his at times 
love-hate relationship with the punting 
public, bothered him.

“Most people talk from the pocket. They 
back two losers they hate me. They back 
two winners they love me. I have ridden 
for 38 years. If people didn’t have an 
opinion at all about me, I’d probably be 
more worried!” he smiles.

The Strydom CV is an impressive one.

He rode his 5000th career winner on 
Joey Ramsden’s Act Of War at Kenilworth 
in the Selangor Cup on 22 November 
2014 and immediately set out to reach 
the 5000 winner mark on SA soil – as 72 
of his career total had been achieved off-
shore. He reached that further goal on 
the Lucky Houdalakis trained Allegorical 
at the Vaal on Thursday 14 May 2015.

While he has sons of 7 and 8 years 
of age, and realises, like the rest of 
us, that life is expensive, he won’t be 
drawn on plans when he hangs up his 
boots in July 2021.

I’d like to do something in racing and believe I have plenty to 
give back. But I am not in a hurry to rush into that. I have the 
rest of this season and the whole of next season to try and go 
out in a blaze of glory. As they say, Saturday is history now 
and you are only as good as your last winner!

Piere Strydom wins the Gold Bowl  
on Imperial Ruby
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he Corne Spies-trained Imperial 
Ruby, whose purchase price 
belies his breeding, is out of 

Sadler’s Wells mare, Ruby Necklace. 
The latter, in turn, is out of Gr1  
Moyglare Stud Stakes winner,  
Necklace (Darshaan).

Sarah Whitelaw writes that Ruby 
Necklace, who is closely inbred to 
Sadler’s Wells and out of a half-sister 
to the Sadler’s Wells sired Gr1 win-
ners, Kayf Tara and Opera House, is 
a great granddaughter of one of the 
most prolific British broodmares of 
recent times in Reprocolor.

Reprocolor, one of four foundation mares 
for Meon Valley Stud, was a high-class 
racemare, whose wins included scores in 
all of the Lingfield Oaks Trial, Pretty Polly 
Stakes and Lancashire Oaks.

A former broodmare of the year, 
Reprocolor’s progeny included Irish 
Oaks winner and outstanding producer, 
Colorspin (High Top) and Irish Champion 
Stakes winner, Cezanne (Ajdal), and  
Reprocolor formed a remarkable dynasty 
through her daughters and granddaugh-
ters. Another daughter, Bella Colora, 
won the now Gr1 Prix de l’Opera and  
ran third in the 1000 Guineas.

 At the time of writing, more than 50 
stakes winners trace back in female line 
to Reprocolor, with this tally including 
Gr1 winners Cezanne, Colorspin, Izzi 
Top (Pretty Polly Stakes), Kayf Tara 
(Gold Cup twice), Lyric Of Light (Fillies’ 
Mile), Necklace, Opera House (King 
George VI And Queen Elizabeth Stakes), 
Zafisio (Criterium International) and 
Zee Zee Top (Prix de l’Opera).

Former KZN sire, Mullins Bay  
(Machiavellian), whose wins include 
the G3 Strensall Stakes, was produced 
by Reprocolor’s Gr2 Prix de l’Opera  
winning daughter, Bella Colora.

Reprocolor’s 
descendants’ 
recent success is, 
not, however, limited to South Africa. Last season’s Gr2 
Al Basti Equiworld Dubai Dante Stakes winner, Telecaster 
- whose Investec/Irish Oaks runner up, Shirocco Star, is a 
direct descendant of Reprocolor - recently caught the eye 
when romping to a four length win in the Gr3 La Coupe at 
ParisLongchamp.

The New Approach sired Telecaster is a half-brother to last 
season’s Gr3 Dubai Autumn Stakes runner up, Al Suhail.

The exciting Irish bred Russian Camelot (Camelot), winner 
of the 2020 G1 TAB South Australian Derby, is another cur-
rent high-class racehorse descended from the remarkable 
Reprocolor (Jimmy Reppin).

Also inbred to Sadler’s Wells, Russian Camelot, whose 
fourth dam is Reprocolor, is out of the Cape Cross mare, 

Lady Babooshka, a 
three-parts sister to 
Jebel Hatta/Select 

Stakes winner, Alkaadhem (Green Desert). Reprocolor 
also ranks as the granddam of the prolific producer, 
Polish Princess (Polish Precedent), whose four black 
type horses include group winners Euro Angel, Leebaz, 
and Polish Knight as well as Australian Derby runner up, 
Zebrowski.

Imperial Ruby is not the first high-class South African  
galloper descended in female line from Reprocolor.

Talented racemare, Bella Sonata - sired, like Imperial 
Ruby, by Silvano - a great granddaughter of Reprocolor, 
won the 2017 Gr2 Joburg Spring Challenge and four oth-
er races. As a half-sister to German 2000 Guineas winner, 
Caspar Netscher (Dutch Art), it is safe to say Bella Sonata 
lacks nothing in terms of pedigree!

Flashback – 
Bella Sonata 
Wins the 
2017 Gr2 
Spring  
Challenge
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BEKKER ‘N 
BOTHA INC.

Two jockeys who made a comeback after 
years out of the saddle in April 2017, 
teamed up with a winner at Kenilworth on 
Monday. Former Mike de Kock champion 
apprentice Jannie Bekker, who suffered 

agonising body pain from his muscles and 
skeletal structure, hung up his boots in 2008. 

An injury while riding work at Summerveld 
in 2010 ended with Piet Botha throwing in the 

towel at the end of 2013 and becoming a suit in the 
corporate world of coffee.  Botha, now a trainer, saddled 

smart winner Miss Millstream, ridden by Jannie, on Monday.

LIGHT THE WAY
Varsfontein Stud’s More Than Ready sire 
Gimmethegreenlight produced his second 
Gr1 Daily News 2000 winner in the last 
three years, when his champion son Got 
The Greenlight captured the 2020 
renewal on Sunday. His Australia  
based son Surcharge became his 
sire’s first Daily News winner when 
he triumphed in 2018. Got The Greenlight 
was last season’s Equus Champion 2yo Colt. 
Gimmethegreenlight also produced his third 
consecutive Listed Gatecrasher Stakes winner 
with Gold Season, after Kayden’s Pride (2019) 
and Barahin (2018).

ISLAND 
STYLE

Ramapatee Gujadhur won his 
seventh Duchess Of York Cup at 
the Champ de Mars on Saturday 
as the 3yo Ehsaan ran a cracker to 
beat Undercover Agent.  In doing 
so, he earned Rye Joorawon his 
second win in the classic. Ehsaan 
won 3 of his first 7 starts for Sean 
Tarry and this was an impressive 
opener on the island.
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GO JUMP
Jump racing returns in Britain after a 
106-day absence at Southwell today. The 
2019-20 jumps season was curtailed on 
March 17, with the Randox Health Grand 
National meeting one of the biggest 
British sporting casualties of the corona-
virus pandemic.  The meeting will begin 
on a sombre note with a minute’s silence 
before racing in memory of jockey Liam 
Treadwell, who died last week.

RECORD BID
In the build-up this week, trainer Aidan 

O’Brien has seven of the 17 entries 
as he seeks a record eighth 
triumph in the Derby at Epsom.
The Irish trainer has Mogul, 
Russian Emperor and Vatican 

City among his contenders 
to tackle local hopes English 

King and Kameko on Saturday.

SWEET
After Ronnie’s Candy’s win in the Gr1 Empress 
Club Stakes at Turffontein on Saturday, St John 
Gray told Gold Circle’s David Thiselton that he is 
a firm believer in nicks and patterns and said he 
would often avoid a commercial stallion if there 
was no nick. He admitted though that the nicks 
and patterns did not always work. But they did 
work in the case of Ronnie’s Candy, whose Jet 
Master dam Bennie Andthe Jets had provided a 
‘beautiful’ mating for King Of Kings.

RINGER  
RACE  

RESCHEDULED
The multiple feature Robert 
Bloomberg-sponsored raceday, 
abandoned from Kenilworth on 
Saturday, will now be run at the 
same venue on Tuesday 7 July.

LEICESTER 
CHAOS
The British Horseracing Authority was at the 
centre of a controversy on Tuesday after a 
decision was made to stage an evening meet-
ing at Leicester despite it coinciding with a 
lockdown of the city, triggering no-shows 
from several trainers and stalls handlers. The 
evening meeting went ahead without start-
ing stalls and saw several withdrawals.
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MGAS Bloodstock’s online auction platform  
is up and running.

“It’s been a work in progress and it couldn’t have come at a better 
time, considering the pandemic we are faced with,” Gabi Soma 
told the Sporting Post Sprint on Monday.

The catalogue for inaugural sale brought to you by MGAS & CRT to 
be held from today to Friday 3 July is available on www.mgas.co.za.

Each lot will have their time in the ring, and should any bids be 
placed during the last 30 seconds of the auction, a further minute 
will be added to the lot.

There are a diverse selection of 46 horses to be sold, headed up by 
the high-class 4yo Gr1 winner, Van Halen.

There are a number of consistent handicap horses that include 
Russian Beat, Therevada  and Aurelia Cotta, along with a few  
maidens ready to win like Arnica Montana .

There are also have 3 well-bred mares in foal to the exciting stallion 
Potala Palace available.

For any queries on this sale please contact :
Gabriel Soma 076 724 0585 or Grant Knowles  082 882 9774.

https://vodacomdurbanjuly.co.za/
http://www.mgas.co.za/
http:// www.mgas.co.za.
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ased at Winterbach Stud, just 
across the road from Avontuur’s 
internationally renowned wine 

and thoroughbred breeding property 
between Stellenbosch and Somerset 
West, the handsome Talk Of The Town 
is currently being readied for the 2020 
breeding season, which commences 
on 1 September.

Talk Of The Town (Var x Street Wise 
by Street Cry) is an exceptionally 
good-looking individual. He is out of 
the unraced Street Cry mare Street 
Wise, whose granddam is the out-
standing Nijinsky II mare Dancing 
Show. The latter is granddam of 
the great Redoute’s Choice – sire of 
Rafeef, Wylie Hall, Time Thief and 
Redoute’s Promise, amongst others.

The broodmare line has produced 
ten Gr1 winners to date. Street Cry is 
broodmare sire of the multiple Eclipse 
Award champion Zenyatta and World 
Horse of the decade, Winx, two of the 
greatest mares ever to set foot on a 
racetrack.

His sire Var is the acclaimed producer 
of the winners of 11 Gr1 races. His 
offspring include 2012 Equus Horse 

Avontuur Estate’s Taberer family, in partnership 
with esteemed racing and breeding personalities, 
Ken and Jane Truter, have proudly announced the 
arrival of the first son of champion 2yo Sire Var 

(USA) at stud in South Africa.

of the Year Variety Club, and 
Champion Sprinters Val 
de Ra and Via Afrika, 
amongst many other 
well-known equine ath-
letes to have raced here 
and abroad.

Overall, Var  is the sire of 95 stakes win-
ners with his progeny earning more than 
R148 million to date.

The partnership is proud to entrust Talk 
Of The Town in the capable hands of  
father-and-son team, Hendrik Winterbach 
junior and Hendrik Winterbach senior 
at their professionally managed stud a 
few kilometers from Avontuur Estate.

To find out more, or to 
book Talk Of The Town 
for a cover, contact Pippa 
Mickleburgh via email at 
stud@avontuurestate.co.za

OR CLICK HERE TO 
READ THE FULL MEDIA 

RELEASE

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2020/06/first-son-of-var-at-stud-is-the-talk-of-town/
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Louis The King (SAF)
S O U T H  A F R I C A N  T R I P L E  C R O W N  W I N N E R

STUD FEE R5000 
LIVE FOAL 

G1 GOLDMINE 20/20 MATINGS AND  
TRUENICKS A+ MATINGS - FREE SERVICE

LAST YEAR’S SALES AVERAGE: R120 000 
(MORE THAN 10X HIS SERVICE FEE)

PROMISING START FOR HIS 2YOS, 
FROM ONLY 4 RUNNERS, 1 WINNER, 1 STAKES PLACED

MORE TO COME 
FROM HIS EXCITING 
3 YEAR OLD CROP!

KERRY JACK  
(+27) 82 782 7297 

kerryjackbloodstock@gmail.com

SORRENTO STUD  
(+27) 84 458 3859 
mwsorren@mweb.co.za

http://kerryjackbloodstock.com/
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rained, like his sire, by Justin 
Snaith, Speed Machine had 
caught the eye when second, 

over 1200m, on debut, and the Collins 
Stud bred colt went one better on 
Monday.

The Cheveley Stud bred and based champion Legislate 
sired his first winner at Kenilworth on Monday when his 
first-crop son Speed Machine scored at his second start.

Speeed Machine was a R90 000 buy 
from the 2019 Emperors Palace National 
Yearling Sale.

His record -breaking sire Legislate has 
now had six first crop runners win or 
finish in the money.

One of the very best sons of four times 
Equus Outstanding Stallion Dynasty, 
Legislate was South Africa’s Horse Of 
The Year, Equus Champion 3YO Colt 
and Equus Champion Middle Distance 
Horse in 2014, and South Africa’s Equus 
Champion Miler the following season.

The bay won seven times, and emulated 
his own sire Dynasty by landing the Gr1 
Vodacom Durban July, Gr1 Cape Derby 
and Gr1 Daily News 2000. The current 
record holder for 1600m at Kenilworth, 
Legislate won a total of six graded races 
including the 2015 Gr1 Gold Challenge.

Legislate has a single lot, a colt whose 
dam is a half-sister to the dam of the 
Dynasty sired champion It’s My Turn, 
on offer at this year’s Emperors Palace 
National Yearling Sale.

Richard Fourie 
guides Speed 

Machine to an 
easy victory

Despite taking on older rivals, the two-
year-old Speed Machine powered clear, 
under jockey Richard Fourie, to shed his 
maiden by four and a quarter lengths 
while scoring over 1200m.

Out of the Western Winter mare Tamora, 

See the catalogue here

https://chaseliebenberg.co.za/
https://www.bsa.co.za/catalogue.php?url=2020nys
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Name Rnrs Runs AEPR       Winrs    Wins  Winrs/   Places   B.T.    B.T.      Total 
                  Rnrs %   Winrs  Wins  Stakes 

Silvano 174 821 73,093 75 111 43.1 367 12 18 12,718,113
* Captain Al 128 621 85,878 58 90 45.3 306 6 10 10,992,325
Gimmethegreenlight  180 811 53,245 59 86 32.8 385 8 9 9,584,013
What A Winter 161 776 54,266 61 86 37.9 370 5 6 8,736,863
Var  146 709 56,258 58 88 39.7 358 6 7 8,213,700

SIRES

TRAINERS
Name Runs    Wins Win%    2nd    3rd    Other    Places    Place  Win         Total 
                      % Stake             Stakes 

Mr S G Tarry 858 112 13.1 103 80 281 464 54.1 8,686,250 13,547,113
Mr M F de Kock 497 77 15.5 77 57 135 269 54.1 6,687,225 10,542,825
Mr P A Peter 664 104 15.7 61 76 194 331 49.8 7,535,700 10,186,900
Mr S J Snaith 859 106 12.3 105 91 176 372 43.3 5,831,500 9,574,175
Mr A C Greeff 791 149 18.8 103 95 246 444 56.1 5,895,650 8,472,863

HORSES
Name Runs    Wins Win%    2nd    3rd    Other    Places    Place  Win         Total 
                      % Stake             Stakes 

One World 5 3 60 2 0 0 2 40 1,919,375 2,289,375
Summer Pudding 6 6 100 0 0 0 0 0 1,354,125 1,354,125
Vardy 5 2 40 1 1 1 3 60 1,156,250 1,288,750
Zillzaal 3 2 66.7 0 0 1 1 33.3 1,265,625 1,275,625
Got The Greenlight 5 2 40 0 1 1 2 40 1,212,500 1,265,000

JOCKEYS
Name Runs    Wins Win%    2nd    3rd    Other    Places    Place  Win         Total 
                      % Stake             Stakes 

Mr W B Kennedy 1101 199 18.1 134 143 267 544 49.4 13,384,275 18,345,725
Mr G M Cheyne 668 143 21.4 90 77 165 332 49.7 6,329,763 10,171,850
Mr K de Melo 647 94 14.5 75 81 129 285 44 5,272,875 8,198,813
Mr A Marcus 335 91 27.2 59 45 60 164 49 5,515,350 8,306,313
Mr R D Fourie 472 87 18.4 72 62 103 237 50.2 4,650,500 8,378,375

updated 28.06.2020

https://www.nhra.co.za/index.php/statistics/racing
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Where 
Champions 
Reboot!

With decades of experience in recuperation and pre-training, 
Jane Thomas of Far End in the KZN Midlands has a proud record 
of prepping and readying feature winners. 

Far End graduates include Missisippi Burning, It’s My Turn,  
African Warrior, Eyes Wide Open, African Night Sky, Hill Fifty 
Four and many more big winners.

 Contact Jane  
on 082 806 4041 or  

email farendracing@mweb.co.za

Schippers will go to stud this season. Geoff is still 
finalising which sire she will visit.

But he is offering the six-time winner’s yearling 
Pathfork half-sister Shikoku on the BSA July online 
Sale, which commences on Friday 3 July.

WATCH A VIDEO CLIP OF SHIKOKU HERE

Approximately 85 entries are expected on the second 
of BSA’s monthly online sales. This includes sports 
horses.

Entry forms for the monthly online sales are available 
on www.bsa.co.za.

Inquiries may be addressed to:
Alistair Gordon: Mobile –  +27(0)82 551 5462 
Email: alistair@equine.co.za
Ashley de Klerk: Mobile – + 27(0)84 514 1723 
Email: ashley@equine.co.za

Owner-breeder Geoff van Lear has enjoyed an 
impressive measure of success with his hobby 
breeding operation and was thrilled with the 
performance of his multiple stakes winner 
Schippers, who went second under topweight 
behind Golden Belle in defence of her Gr2  
Camellia Stakes crown at Turffontein on Saturday.

Schippers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZ1zpqrV3Oc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.bsa.co.za.
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Bundesliga champions Bayern Munich face off 
against Bayer Leverkusen in the DFB Cup final at 
the Olympiastadion Berlin on Saturday.

Chad Nagel writes that a treble as 
in 2013 is possible for Bayern – with 
the Bavarians all but in the last eight 
of the Champions League which is to 
resume in August – while Leverkusen 
are aiming to win their first trophy 
since they last won the DFB-Pokal in 
the 1992/93 season.

GERMAN DFB-POKAL
Saturday 4 July 
Olympiastadion Berlin
20:00

TO WIN
Leverkusen 13/2
Draw 17/4
Bayern 3/10

TO LIFT CUP
Leverkusen 4/1
Bayern 1/6

LEVERKUSEN

Bayer Leverkusen will undoubtedly 
be disappointed to have missed out 
on Champions League qualification so 
narrowly after a good campaign. Peter 
Bosz’s side had to settle for a Europa 
League spot after finishing fifth in the 
Bundesliga, just two points behind 
Borussia Monchengladbach.

Leverkusen will be desperate to end 
the season on a high or it could get 
even worse from here with talisman Kai 
Havertz strongly linked with some of 
Europe’s biggest names. Facing Bayern 
Munich is daunting for every German 
club, but Die Werkself will certainly 
fancy their chances as they’ve beaten 
the Bavarians twice in the last three 
meetings. Bayern will need to be wary 
of the attacking threat of Havertz, Kevin 
Volland and Leon Bailey.

BAYERN MUNICH

After claiming their eighth succes-
sive Bundesliga title this season, 
Bayern Munich will now be looking 
to secure their 20th DFB-Pokal cup. 
The Bavarians won this competition 
last season when they thrashed RB 
Leipzig 3-0 at Berlin’s Olympiastadion.

Hans-Dieter Flick’s side will be confi-
dent of adding to their amazing tro-
phy cabinet as they are in excellent 
form – unbeaten in 25 competitive 
matches with 24 wins, including 16 in 
a row. Robert Lewandowski claimed 
his third successive Bundesliga top 
scorer’s prize after netting 34 goals 
and he’ll be hoping to fire his team to 
more silverware.

PREDICTION:

Bayern are searching for their 20th 
DFB-Pokal, while Leverkusen are 
looking to win the cup for only the 
second time. The Bavarians are heavy 
favourites to win and it’s easy to see 
why. They have star-studded squad 
with goals in them from all over the 
pitch. I’m going for Bayern to Win 
& Both Teams to Score at 12/10 – 
neither side has won while keeping a 
clean sheet in seven meetings.

Manchester City play Liverpool  
on Thursday  

READ MORE HERE

http://candieselenfernaphotography.co.za/
http://www.sbnews.co.za/2020/06/english-premier-league-man-city-vs_29.html
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https://wlhollywoodbets.adsrv.eacdn.com/C.ashx?btag=a_438b_402c_&affid=654685&siteid=438&adid=402&c=

