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GOING FOR 
GOLD 

Dean Kannemeyer
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Julius Mbungendlu, William Bambiso and Nicolette Roscoe lead Lion’s Head (Keagan de Melo)
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The Drakenstein-bred 3yo races 
in the same famous Fieldspring 
Racing silks as his legendary Dad 
Dynasty and some reports have 
already drawn flickers of parallels.

“Look, he really couldn’t have 
been more impressive and he 
has a stamp of class about him 
that makes him a potential classic 
prospect in my book for the Cape 
Summer. He will be something 
even nicer in three months’ time 
with natural maturity and I’m 
excited. But horses have made 

While his youthful demeanour
may bely the fact, Dean 
Kannemeyer has been around 
racehorses for over 50 years. He 
knows a good one when he sees 
it – but still prefers them to do 

fools of man since time immemorial 
– so let’s allow him to do the talking 
on the track,” said the experienced 
horseman who confirmed that Lion’s 
Head had been nominated for the 
Gr1 Premiers Champions Stakes 
at Hollywoodbets Greyville on 29 
August.

The colt, who is owned in a 
power partnership of Karen and Sam 
Newsome of Fieldspring Racing, his 
breeder Gaynor Rupert, and the 
irrepressible Marsh Shirtliff, is one of 
27 nominations for the usually 2yo, 

the PR on the track rather than in 
the media.

Talking to the Sporting Post Sprint 
from his Summerveld yard earlier 
today, Kannemeyer was upbeat and 

now 3yo, season climax on the 
delayed Gold Cup day.

His draw of 25 of 27 could well be 
the decider for the connections to 
skip this race.

“He is a young horse. We don’t 
like to rush them. Short term gain 

quietly impressed with the way his 
Dynasty colt Lion’s Head made 
hacks of his opposition at 
Hollywoodbets Greyville on 
Sunday.

Dean Kannemeyer’s Dynasty colt Lion’s 
Head – entered in Gr1 Premiers

Champion Stakes
Credit - Candiese Lenferna

Cover Pic
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It’s My Turn powers to victory in 2018 Gold CupCandiese Lenferna

is not the answer as it costs when 
you have a really nice sort. I will 
speak to my owners and get their 
thoughts. Getting the sun on his 
back in the Cape spring and then 
planning a classic programme 
for him is where we are probably 
headed.”

Kannemeyer and another of his 
staunch owners in Fred Crabbia 
will also fancy their chances of 
pulling off a Gold Cup double on 
the same afternoon.

Their Equus Champion Stayer 
and 2018 Gold Cup winner, It’s My 
Turn, is one of 22 entries for the 
100th renewal of South Africa’s 
premier – albeit downgraded in 
recent years – staying contest, the 
R400 000 Gr3 World Sports Betting  
Gold Cup.

With the 2019 winner Dynasty’s 
Blossom not in the line-up, It’s My 
Turn’s connections will be buoyed 
by a super performance by their 7yo 
in the recent Vodacom Durban July 
and the gelding looks set to give 
his sire – another Dynasty - a third 
straight winner in the 3200m contest.

Kannemeyer was quietly positive 
when he said that that his charge 
was in the pink of health and 
jumping out of his skin.

“He ran a cracker in the Vodacom 
Durban July and has come back 
so strongly after his long break. He 
stays well and Sean Veale has gotten 
to know him in his past few starts so 
we will stick with him,” he added.

Chez Monty became the first
consecutive winner of the stamina 

event in 1950 and after Cuff Link 
in 1965 and 1967, and Highland 
Night in 2002 and 2003, It’s My 
Turn is set to join a rarified band of 
crowd-pleasing stayers.

Supplementary entries close at 
11h00 on Monday 17 August and 
declarations are due by 11h00 on 
Monday 17 August.

World Sports Betting will also 
sponsor the Gr1 Mercury Sprint 
over 1200m and the Gr1 
Champions Cup over 1800m, the 
outcomes of which could be 
significant insofar as the Equus 
Awards are concerned in a 
remarkable season.

Click here to see all the entries 
for 29 August

https://www.coastalhorsecareunit.org.za/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Weight-Sheet-Hollybets-Greyvill-Saturday-29-August-2020.pdf?x91432
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Weight-Sheet-Hollybets-Greyvill-Saturday-29-August-2020.pdf?x91432
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Sally’s
BACK ON THE BUS!

They say a change is as good 
as a holiday. However for former 
Lammerskraal Stud manager 
Sally Bruss, the last couple of 
months have been anything but a 
holiday.

After more than 30 years’ service, 
Sally severed her ties with one of 
the country’s leading stud farms 
and has embarked on a new 
venture at a time when the racing 
and breeding industries are fraught 
with uncertainty, not to mention the 

ravages of Covid-19.

She has leased a 50 ha property 
in the Tulbagh area where she will 
pre-train young horses and provide 
boarding to out-of-province 
broodmares destined to visit 
Cape-based stallions. She explains: 
“The property was formerly known 
as Druk-My-Niet and had been 
standing empty for a couple of years, 
so there’s plenty of work to be done. 

My main priority is fencing, which 

is in a terrible state of neglect. I 
cannot expect clients to entrust me 
with their valuable horses when 
there are no safe paddocks.

Besides, I have always done things 
to a certain standard and I want to 
maintain that.”

Now named Wind River Farm, it 
is blessed with an ample supply 
of water from the river which runs 
through it. Tests have shown that 
the water has a fantastic mineral 
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Hollywood Syndicate’s Silvano x Princess Royal colt

See all the Hollywood 
Syndicate Nationals 

purchases here

boarders, all newly-turned juveniles. 

Sally acts as a consultant to 
Hollywoodbets and at the recent 
National Sale, she purchased a 
number of quality youngsters on 
their behalf. These include a 
Querari filly related to Triple Tiara 
winner Summer Pudding; a 
handsome Silvano colt out of Gr2 
winner Princess Royal, a 
half-sister to champion Princess 
Victoria; a What A Winter colt out 
of stakes winner Butterfly Girl and 
a close-coupled colt by champion 

Also roaming the paddocks is a 
Trippi filly whose dam Valor Red is 
a stakes-winning own sister to the 
Gr1 winners Red Ray and Nania and 
a magnificent Visionaire filly out of 
Gr3-placed Berlinetta, as well as a 

content, so vital for good bone in 
horses. As far as stabling goes, 
there is a 28-stall barn, a smaller
six-stable block and even a 
three-stable stallion barn. 

Sally’s ability at breaking and 
pre-training of two-year-olds is 
unsurpassed, considering that 
almost 100% of the annual 
Lammerskraal foal crop would 
make it to the racetrack. 

No wonder then, that Windy River 
Farm is already home to 16 

freshman sire Global View out of 
stakes winner Scented Ash. 
 
Not surprisingly, Sally’s purchases 
also include some 
Lammerskraal-bred youngsters 
she foaled down, from families she 
nurtured and developed, amongst 
which a pair of Visionaire colts out 
of the stakes winning mares 
Gathering Fame and Deputy Ryder.

The latter, a well-topped colt, was 
a sentimental purchase, as Sally’s 
late husband Neil trained the dam. 

Var daughter of Rockaberry Lane, 
a Western Winter full  sister to the 
Gr1 winning duo of Solo Traveller 
and Redberry Lane.

Whilst she is capable of treating 

http://syndicate.hollywoodbets.net/hollywood-syndicate-bsa-national-yearling-sale-purchases-2020/
http://syndicate.hollywoodbets.net/hollywood-syndicate-bsa-national-yearling-sale-purchases-2020/
http://syndicate.hollywoodbets.net/hollywood-syndicate-bsa-national-yearling-sale-purchases-2020/
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hands-on with the horses, all the
repairs and maintenance. Also, as 
this is a smaller property, I walk, 
rather than drive everywhere and I’m 
probably fitter than I have been in 
years!”

Way to go Sally! 

complex veterinary issues, she calls 
on the services of vet Dr Robyn 
Hamman and well-regarded farrier 
Alan Theron. “Their support has 
been absolutely wonderful since I’ve 
moved here,” she stressed.

Sally also has a valuable assistant in 
daughter Caitlin. Having grown up 
at Lammerskraal, the 20-year-old is 
versed in virtually all aspects of life 
on a stud farm and according to her 
proud mum, ‘has a natural ability”. 

Son Joshua (17) is in his final school 
year, but has set his mind on 

pursuing a career in the film industry.

Sally has been blown away by the 
support she has received from her 
fellow breeders in this time of 
transition: “Almost everyone in the 
industry has been so supportive, 
they all believe in my abilities and my 
future.”

Clearly, there is much to look forward 
to, but for now, it’s heads down.

“We have settled in and are all
 happy, dogs, cats and horses 
included. I am loving it, being 
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KIESWETTER
The powerful partnership of the 
Kieswetter family’s Ridgemont 
Racing operation and Brett 
Crawford Racing reached a 
notable milestone at Kenilworth 
on 1 August, when Our Prized 
Jewel registered their century of 
winners.

Ever since acquiring the Highlands 
Stud in early 2017 and winning 
the Sun Met the same year with 
Australian import Whisky Baron, 
the Kieswetters have played an 
increasingly influential role on the 
South African racing and breeding 
landscape and this past season 
topped the Western Cape owners 
championship.

And it is clear from the record books 
that Brett Crawford’s powerful 
Philippi based operation has played 
a leading part in the growth, together 
with Ridgemont’s other trainers.

A daughter of Duke Of Marmalade, 
and a product of their famous farm, 
Our Prized Jewel was partnered by 
Ridgemont-sponsored Greg Cheyne 
and was registering her third win 
from four starts. 

One of South Africa’s top 
conditioners, Brett Crawford has 
trained for his own account since 
2009. In just over ten seasons 
Crawford Racing has won a further 
24 Gr1 races, including many Gr2, 

Gr3, and stakes races. 

Crawford’s graded stakes stars for 
the Kieswetters include present day 
leading sire Jackson, his recent 
SA Champions Season feature 
winning daughter Pretty Young 
Thing, Met winner Whisky Baron, 
Cape Fillies Guineas star Front And 
Centre, outstanding sprinter Run 
Fox Run and a host of other star 
performers.

Congratulations to the 
Kieswetter’s Ridgemont team and 
to Brett Crawford and his team – 
here’s to the next 100!

CRAWFORD MILESTONE
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The new SireS for 2020 can be downloaded by clicking on the image below

To order email to kiki@sportingpost.co.za 

Make sure you put your name, your current postal 

address and a contact number.  Price R290

Want to order a printed book?

Also online at www.sportingpost.co.za

mailto:kiki%40sportingpost.co.za?subject=
http://www.sportingpost.co.za
http://sportingpost.co.za/sire-book
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MORE THAN
HALFWAY THERE

Halfway To Heaven wins the Prix Du Cap

It is hard to look past outstanding 
broodmare Halfway To Heaven as 
the leading candidate for the title 
of South African Broodmare Of The 
Year for 2019-2020.

The daughter of Jet Master was 
2018-2019 Broodmare Of The 
Year, and had another outstanding 
season in 2019-2020, represented 
by three individual GR1 winners in 
Hawwaam (Horse Chestnut Stakes, 
Premier’s Champions Challenge), 
Golden Ducat (ARF 
Commemorative Cape Derby), and 

Rainbow Bridge (Gold Challenge). 

The Gr3 Prix du Cap winning mare, 
whose son, Celestial City (Silvano), 
made R7 000 000 to top the recent 
National Yearling Sale, appears head 
and shoulders above her rivals for 
the title of Equus Broodmare Of The 
Year.

But what of her competitors? 
A number of other broodmares 
enjoyed notable success during 
2019-2020.

The Badger Land mare, Bardot, 
like Halfway To Heaven a graded 
stakes winner on the track, pro-
duced her second Gr1 winner 
when her son, Warrior’s Rest (What 
A Winter), claimed the 2020 Gr1 
Golden Horse Sprint. 

Third in the 2017 Gr1 Premier’s 
Champion Stakes, Warrior’s Rest 
follows Gr1 Woolavington 2000 
winner, Viva Maria (dam of the 
2020 Gr3 Campanajo 2200 winner, 
Sovereign Spirit) as the second 
Gr1 winner out of his Gr3 

BROODMARE OF THE YEAR 
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Jacaranda Handicap winning dam. 

To date, Bardot has produced five 
stakes horses (three graded stakes 
winners), with her speedy, stakes 
placed daughter, Blizzard Belle 
(Western Winter) dam of last 
season’s G3 Strelitzia Stakes 
runner up Slalom Queen (Querari).

The remarkably tough and durable 
River Jetez, the Met winning full-sis-
ter to triple Horse Of The Year Pocket 

Power, is another daughter of Jet 
Master to have made a superb
start to her stud career. River Jetez
had a memorable season in 
2019-2020 with her son, Rivarine 
(Var), landing the Gr1 Computaform 
Sprint and Rivarine’s full-sister, Delta 
Queen, taking the Gr3 Kenilworth 
Fillies Nursery.

Beautifully bred Elusive Quality mare, 
Juvenescent, who hails from the 
same immediate family as 2020 G2 

Superlative Stakes winner, Master Of 
The Seas (Dubawi), is another local 
mare to have enjoyed a good time of 
it in 2019-2020. 

Juvenescent’s daughter, Golden 
Belle (Pomodoro). won the Gr2 
Camellia Stakes, while another 
daughter, Shamrock Wind, captured 
the Ladies Mile last season.

https://www.avontuurestate.co.za/
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3 For Chase
Chase Maujean’s great start to the new term continued on Monday 
with three winners at Turffontein. This took his win tally to 6 for an 
impressive early 30% win strike-rate.

Alarming
In a bizarre twist, the Stipendiary Stewards declared the seventh 
race Turffontein on Monday null and void after the ambulance siren 
went off as the horses jumped, which made most of the jockeys 
think a false start had been declared. The bulk of the jockeys pulled 
up their horses while others first stopped riding and then started to 
race again. Punters were unimpressed – if comments on the 
www.sportingpost.co.za platform are anything to go by.

Sipho Booi booted home the Drakenstein Stud-bred Future Tense at 
Kenilworth on a chilly Tuesday to give red-hot Futura his 9th first-crop 
winner, which includes two stakes successes.South Africa’s Horse Of 
The Year, Champion Older Male Horse and Champion Middle Distance 
Horse in 2014-2015, Futura has made a hugely encouraging start with 
his first two-year-olds this year.

River Of Dreams
Drakenstein Stud’s champion sire Trippi’s son White River won The 
IndianOil Barbe Cup at the Champ De Mars on Saturday. Bred by 
Drakenstein Stud, White River was registering his sixth Mauritian win 
number six from seven starts for jockey Derreck David and trainer 
Rameshwar Gujadhur. The gelding was winning the Barbe Cup for a 
second time. Out of the Giant’s Causeway mare Irish Torrent, White 
River ran second in the 2017 Gr1 Forus Cape Guineast

Futura Again!

Chase Liebenberg

MTC
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Avoiding Love
Enable will have her prep for the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe at 
Kempton rather than York. It was thought the triple King George VI 
And Queen Elizabeth Stakes winner would head north for her 
British swansong before her bid for an historic third Arc. The 
Yorkshire Oaks, a race she has won twice before, was her most 
likely destination and a clash with Aidan O’Brien’s exciting 
three-year-old Love. The Kempton race (September Stakes) worked 
well a couple of years ago,” said Teddy Grimthorpe, owner Khalid 
Abdullah’s racing manager.

Ballylinch Stud-based sire Lope De Vega (Shamardal) was produced his 
11th Gr1 winner on Sunday as his son Lucky Vega (2 c ex Queen Of 
Carthage by Cape Cross) showed an impressive burst of speed to win 
the Gr1 Phoenix Stakes over 1200m at the Curragh. He is raced by 
Yulong Investments, who were enjoying the first ever Gr1 winner.

Flag’s Flying
Bush Hill’s well-related stallion Flying The Flag, who marked his first 
winner at Fairview on 3 August when Cecca won for the Scribantes, 
produced another strike in quick succession when Marengo won at his 
third time of asking at Turffontein on Monday. He was bred by Justus 
van Wyk from the Doowaley mare Larussa, and is trained by Roy 
Magner. Collen Storey did the honours.

11 Up



20

v

https://www.bsa.co.za/


21

v

SAEHP and various horse care 
units.

See the price list here

NATIONAL 2YO SALE ENTRIES

Nominations for the Bloodstock 
SA National 2yo Sale to be 

held on 12 November and 13 
November are now open.

Entries are required to be 
submitted by no later than 21 

August.

GIMME IS
TOP OF POPS

A service to Varsfontein Stud’s 
top-class stallion 
Gimmethegreenlight proved the 
star attraction at the recently 
concluded Cape Breeders Club 
Stallion Services Auction.

The service to the former Gr1 
L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate winner, 
and sire of leading Equus Award 
hopeful Got The Greenlight, was 
knocked down to Waterford Stud 
for R90 500.

South Africa’s Leading First 
Season Sire of 2015-2016, 
Gimmethegreenlight had another 

fine season in 2019-2020, where he 
was responsible for eight stakes 
winners, and his runners banked 
R10 513 638 in prize money.

Second top lot was a service to 
Maine Chance Farms’ exciting young 
sire Vercingetorix (South Africa’s 
Leading Second Season Sire of 
2019-2020), with that service sold to 
Form Bloodstock for R65 000.

The funds of the stallion service 
auctions will be allocated for grooms 
and their ongoing education, as 
well as Gr1 Goldmine stallion 
programme, and donations to both 

Gimmethegreenlight - in demand

Hamish Niven Photography

Click here for the
application form

Click here for the
application form

https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/eChMC76MXRSA4mAvc8Fb8C
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/3oG8C8qgEVF6Dj6lH19MX9
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/3oG8C8qgEVF6Dj6lH19MX9
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/3oG8C8qgEVF6Dj6lH19MX9
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/3oG8C8qgEVF6Dj6lH19MX9
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Betfred’s Fred Done - the big bidder
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ALL SAID AND DONE?
PHUMELELA
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The future path of South African 
racing looks set to be decided 
in the next seven days with an 
announcement from Phumelela’s 
Business Rescue Specialist John 
Evans expected on 18 August. 

In the absence of any real news, 
rumours do their rounds and after 
Charles Savage’s recent Clocking 
The Gallop interview with Nico 
Kritsiotis confirmed ‘other’ 
interested parties, including UK 
Bookmaker, Betfred.

Now emerging are unconfirmed 
reports that that off-shore bidder 
had doubled their offer to purchase 
Phumelela for R800 million. This 
should be music to owners of 
shares in the company who may, 
after a rollicking ride over the past 
few years, yet stand in the queue to 
collect!

At the same time, it does leave the 
rest of us lovers of the local sport 
pulling for the home team darlings, 
MOD.

We know from the Companies Act 

that the next big event is a meeting 
with all offers laid out to creditors 
and that a 75% majority vote – not 
sentimentality - sets the future path.

The likelihood of overseas 
participation does leave Phumelela 
partners and subsidiaries in an odd 
position. One thinks here of 
Bettingworld, Tellytrack, Interbet, 
Supabets. 

Linked partners like Kenilworth 
Racing, Gold Circle and TABCORP 
(Aus) (via co-mingling deals) must 
also be wondering and waiting with 
a measure of anxiety as to who the 
next bed-fellow will be.

Betfred is a bookmaker based in the 
United Kingdom, founded by Fred 
and Peter Done. It was first 
established as a single shop in 
Ordsall, Salford, in 1967. Turnover in 
2004 was more than £3.5 billion, 
having risen from £550 million in 
2003

In June 2011, Betfred won the 
auction to purchase the then 
Government owned Tote betting 

operation in a deal worth £265m. 
Betfred pledged £155m into racing 
over the next seven years, as well 
as creating the Tote Racing 
Development Board, giving greater 
say to industry figures.

In September 2016, according to 
the Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport it was suggested 
that the Tote Racing Development 
Board had not been set up as 
a stand alone concept. Betfred 
responded that as Totepool work 
with race course owners and 
management on a continuing 
basis, it serves the same purpose 
as the intended Tote racing 
development board.

Over recent years Betfred have 
made the news for various 
reasons, including allegations 
of non adherance to anti money 
laundering and social responsibility 
policies.

https://chaseliebenberg.co.za/
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Drummond, KZN (15 min from Summerveld)

Pre - Training

Spelling

Post - Operative Care

Sales Preparation

Short term stay overs

24 hour supervision
 

Precentor Place prides itself on the fact
that each yearling  is given top quality

care and the individual attention
required to ensure that the finished
product is a professionally backed,

balanced and well behaved two-year old
ready to go into full training. 

Get in touch now for pricing & information  071 171 7502

Just Listed
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The National Horseracing Authority’s 
twelve strike rule related to the use 
of the crop by jockeys is now over a 
year old and many are still puzzling 
over the application and the 
seemingly haphazard dishing out of 
penalties.

Things are only confusing as the NHRA 
have failed to educate the media and 
the public This is excerbated by the 
fact that the reporting back on cases is 
generally scant and not up to standard.

Now reading the weekly NHRA 
calendar, one can only wonder what 
Devin Habib did at Turffontein on 23 
July and what conclusions we should 
draw?

Is he a serial offender or was he just 
really shocking on the day?

In just two races that afternoon he 
picked up R12 500 in fines and 4 days 
of suspensions for contravening rule 
Rule 58.10.2 (read with Guideline M on 
the use of the crop).

In the fifth, he was found to have struck 
Palace Assembly more than twelve times 
in the entire race. He was fined R5000 
and suspended for two days, which 
incorporated one race meeting on 2 
August 2020.

Three races later he repeated the
offence, this time while riding Nabeela. 

There he was fined R7 500 and got 
another two day suspension
incorporated the same race meeting on 
2 August 2020. So how many times can 
a jockey be suspended from riding at the 
same race meeting?

With the dearth of information, we are 
often left guessing as to the quantum 
rationale of the fines.

Although the KZN Stipes did go into 
some commendable depth when 
Warren Kennedy struck Summer 
Pudding more than 12 times in the Gr1 
Woolavington 2000 on 28 June at 
Hollywoodbets Greyville.

They reported there that in deciding 
what action to take against Kennedy 
the Board considered the number of 
times (13) he struck his mount, the 
distance over which and manner in 
which,  he used his crop, the fact that 
he won the race and his record (0) in 
relation to this Rule.  Accordingly, a 
penalty of a R1000 was imposed.

Now that puts the fine into perspective 
but what has/did Devin Habib done to 
incur such wrath?

Looking at some of the other fines 
published recently, we are in the dark, 
as the range of the penalties for the 
apparent same infringment is diverse 
– and we only get half the story, if we 
are lucky.

Read more
here

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2020/08/jockeys-and-crops-we-need-more-detail/


28

v



29

v

HONG KONG
SPARKLING NUMBERS

Always innovating and working to 
keeping their sport professional and 
alive, the Hong Kong Jockey Club will 
simulcast for betting eight races from 
the Kranji Mile meeting to be held at 
Kranji Racecourse in Singapore on 
Sunday, 16 August.

The featured Gr1 Kranji Mile, which 
Hong Kong galloper Southern Legend 
won in 2018 and 2019, was postponed 
from its usual May slot due to the 
coronavirus crisis. The race is restricted 
to Singapore-based horses this year.

It’s quite amazing to read a report about 
the season just past without fingers 
being pointed at or excuses made about 
COVID-19!

Fact is that Hong Kong’s total racing 
turnover for their last season, which 
ended on 15 July, was HK$121.6 billion, 

which was down only 2.6 percent on 
the previous season and was still the 
third-highest ever despite COVID-19 
placing severe pressure on domestic 
wagering in Hong Kong.

The turnover on Hong Kong racing by 
Hong Kong customers understandably 
declined by 8.3 percent due to the 
effects of the Club’s 100 OCBBs (off 
course totes) being closed or operating
on reduced opening from early
February, and fans unable to attend the 
racecourse for almost half the season.

Turnover dipped by almost 26 percent 
in early February but wagering rallied 
through the later part of the season and 
climaxed with Happy Valley’s record 
turnover at the finale fixture. 

The impacts on OCBBs necessitated a 
change and resulted in the Club helping 

customers migrate online.

There were further positives as total 
commingling turnover increased to a 
record HK$23.58 billion, up 25.3 percent 
on last season; and Hong Kong racing 
fans continued to show a growing
 interest in the sport overseas, as 
evidenced in the 12.9 percent increase 
in the Club’s simulcast turnover.

The Hong Kong Jockey Club runs 
racing with a core purpose being the 
betterment of society as a whole; the 
Club is the city’s largest tax payer 
and this racing season alone has paid 
HK$12.113 billion to the Hong Kong 
government, while a significant 
contribution, including special 
emergency COVID-19 funding support, 
has been paid in charitable
contributions to a wide range of causes.
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TOP DIVISION ANGELS
An extraordinary shift from the 
inside rail box-seat of a high-profile 
life in the fast lane as South African 
horseracing’s most popular and 
recognisable face to a pacesetting 
angel of mercy on the Cape Flats. 

That’s the emotional transition of 
Shaheen Shaw, who one day looked up 
into the glare of the Rivonia studio lights 
and decided that enough is enough - 
and opted out to do something really 
meaningful with his life.

The man who left the game he loved for 
a variety of reasons – chief of which was 
probably the absence of synergy 
between his own integrity and the 

seeming lack of morality of those 
around him – has found peace and 
fulfilment in sacrificing his ‘perks’ in life 
for the benefit of the multitude of the 
needy around him. 

And, while it’s not important anymore, 
or even on his agenda when talking to 
the Sporting Post after National 
Women’s Day on Sunday, Phumelela’s 
recent incompetence-fuelled fall from 
grace has shown, for what it’s worth 
now, that Shaheen may have been on 
to something when he told them to find 
somebody else four years ago. 

In November 2016 Shaheen and his 
wife Rasheeda made the decision to 

relocate from Johannesburg to Cape 
Town. Superior care and facilities for 
their youngest child, Zaid, adopted at 
birth and suffering from chronic Fetal 
Alcohol Syndrome (FAS), was their chief 
motivation.

And, while most of their children still 
reside in Gauteng, Rasheeda now works 
for a family friend’s catering business 
which, Shaheen points out, has become 
a ‘lot quieter since the Coronavirus 
outbreak’. 

“When I first came to Cape Town I 
invested some of my retirement 
money in a business with two Malawian 
brothers, which brings us a steady, but 

Sunshine of their lives! Shaheen feeds the hungry
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modest income. It’s not how much you 
earn - money is just an object - but the 
blessings are therein. I’m also trying 
my hand at farming chickens for meat 
and eggs. But unfortunately, to date, 
they are eating far more than they are 
producing – I didn’t quite do enough 
form study before starting this up!” 
explains Shaheen with a wry smile.

He is clearly emotional as he tells us 
that Zaid will be 15 in December.

“He is our light whilst at the same 
time driving us completely batty!” he 
observes.

The feeding scheme, just a matter of 
kilometers away from Muizenberg, 
where Shaheen was born, was started 
before lockdown.

“The kids from the informal settlement 
came for classes and some fun and 
games. This is where we noticed the 
food security in the area was very dire. 

It started with sandwiches for the plus 
minus 15 kids that came and grew to 2 
meals a day from when lockdown 
started. Our numbers are now close to 
200 meals for breakfast and lunch,” he 
adds quietly.

Shaheen explains that they start the 
‘pap’ before 07h00 and serve breakfast 

from just before 08h00. 

“Sometimes the pot is done by 10h00, 
but we can go on to 11h00 - by which 
time we’ve already started preparing 
lunch, which we serve from 13h00. We 
try to make enough to tide us over until 
it gets dark. But more often than not we 
have to fill in the gaps with peanut 
butter sandwiches. The cries from the 
gate continue intermittently until nightfall. 
So it takes up, fairly much, the entire 
day,” he says.

Hollywoodbets got involved in Shaheen 
and Rasheeda’s 200 strong gathering on 
Sunday for Women’s day.
  
“They had a sponsor for the food 
(burgers) and care packs for the girls. 

We assisted with some party packs for 
the children and our face masks proved 
a real hit. As we are celebrating Women’s 
Month, we also presented an emotional 
Rasheeda with a bunch of flowers on the 
day  just to acknowledge her for her 
tireless work,” added Hollywoodbets’ 
Tania Van Eck, who said it was a privilege 
to be in the company of the Shaws and 
to experience the joy and happiness that 
the unbelievable work that they are doing 
brings to so many lives.

Hollywoodbets will be contributing regu-
larly and Shaheen thanked them, adding 
that generosity was a 

remarkable feature of many racing folk.

“There are many from the racing world 
that have helped on occasion and I 
hope they won’t mind me mentioning 
them. Archar Head has been a 
stalwart. Then there is John Finlayson, 
Pippa Mickleburgh, Divesh Viyapuri, 
Tara Laing Racing, Warren Kennedy, 
and Emmie and Corrie Lensley, to 
mention a few,” added Shaheen. 

A natural larger-than-life infectious 
presence on the small screen, 
Shaheen built a cult following amongst 
punters and Tellytrack viewers over 
many years with his no-nonsense 
passion for finding the winners. His 
crazy scribbling in the formbook and 
his keen intellect and photographic 
memory for formlines, saw him 
providing information and 
entertainment, that has never been 
equalled.

Today he is performing a function that 
makes everything he ever did on the 
small screen look negligible.

If you are able to assist in any small 
way, please email 
rshawsa@gmail.com or  
editor@sportingpost.co.za 
and we will gladly pass your note on.

mailto:rshawsa%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:editor%40sportingpost.co.za?subject=
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gether. But he really was a shadow 
of his former self at the end,”she 
added emotionally.

A Grandfather, father and family 
man, Patrick is survived by his wife 
Lorraine, his daughters Natasha, 
Rene and Claudia, Sons-in-law 
Deon Sampson and Schalk 
Engelbrecht, Granddaughter Capri 
and Grandsons Shane and 
Schuydon.

A funeral service for the late Patrick 
Labuschagne will be held at 10h00 
on Monday 17 August at the 
Maronite Catholic Church in 
Linmeyer.

Natasha Sampson has advised the 
Sporting Post that the service is 
limited to 50 people in terms of the 
current lockdown legislation.

Please email Natasha on 
mwdtash@mweb.co.za

if you wish to attend.

VALE PAT
LABUSCHAGNE

Former Cape trainer Patrick 
Labuschagne passed away 
peacefully at the age of 71 at the 
Garden City Hospital in Mayfair 
West, Johannesburg on Monday 
evening after a lengthy illness.

A top-class horseman and 
charismatic personality from what 
for many of us feels like a bygone 
era, Patrick cut his teeth in the 
Cape Hunt amateur ranks 
alongside Barry Steenkamp and 
served as an assistant to Darryl 
Hodgson before taking the reins 
and training on his own account for 
many years.

He is remembered for being a 
genuine rock ‘n roller and some 
remarkable training feats – the 
most notable of which is probably 
the sensational run by the 
Cape-based On Stage gelding 
Hainan Dao in the 2 400m Gr2 
Premier’s Gold Vase at Clairwood 
Park on 27 August 1994.

A first emergency acceptor for the 
race, Hainan Dao secured a run a 

little more than 24 hours before the 
event after the late defection of 
Zimbabwean entry San Vito.After a 
frantic float trip from Cape Town, 
Patrick and his charge arrived at 
Clairwood Park only a few hours 
before the race, and stormed to 
victory at 40-1 under the late Peter 
Dillon.

Patrick left racing and proved a 
popular host as the proprietor for 
many years of a renowned watering 
hole called Buckleys in Table View, 
where racing folk and locals met for 
a beer and a game of pool.

His daughter Natasha Sampson, 
who only three months ago sadly 
lost her Mom, told the Sporting Post 
that they had relocated her Dad up 
to their home in Brackenhurst in 
June from his KZN residence, as he 
was suffering from dementia, needed 
nursing, and had been deteriorating 
after suffering many strokes over a 
period of time.

“We at least had the opportunity to 
spend some relatively quality time to-

mailto:mwdtash%40mweb.co.za?subject=
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Name Runrs Runs AEPR Wnrs Wins Winrs/
Rnrs %

Places B.T.
Winrs

B.T.
Wins

 Total
Stakes

 

 
  

Silvano (GER)
* Captain Al
Gimmethegreenlight (AUS)
What A Winter
Var (USA)

 179
134
193
166
154

 897
701
923
884
792

 72,452
87,848
54,475
57,39

57,257

 76
63
68
65
65

 115
98
96
97

103

 42.5
47

35.2
39.2
42.2

 389
334
421
402
378

 12
7
8
7
6

 18
12
9
8
7

 12,968,988
11,771,575
10,513,638
9,526,738
8,817,575

SIRES

TRAINERS

Name Runs Wins Win% 2nd 3rd Other Places Place
%

Win
Stake

 Total
Stakes

 

 
  

Mr S G Tarry
Mr S J Snaith
Mr M F de Kock
Mr P A Peter
Mr A C Greeff

 934
997
549
765
883

 120
122
84

114
169

 12.8
12.2
15.3
14.9
19.1

 113
129
83
79

115

 82
115
64
86

106

 289
191
142
200
252

 484
435
289
365
473

 51.8
43.6
52.6
47.7
53.6

 9,386,500
7,204,500
6,939,225
7,895,700
6,441,650

 14,538,988
11,689,175
10,945,825
10,926,150
9,229,863

Name Runrs Runs AEPR Wnrs Wins Winrs/
Rnrs % Places B.T.

Winrs
B.T.

Wins
 Total

Stakes
 

 
  

Klawervlei Stud
Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein
Summerhill Stud (Pty) Ltd
Highlands Farms Stud (Pty) Ltd
Drakenstein Stud
(Nom: Mrs G A Rupert)

 453
259
250
137
141

 2116
1375
1403
801
656

 44,235
74,488
39,091
59,499
56,38

 152
113
82
72
56

 207
180
117
110
80

 33.6
43.6
32.8
52.6
39.7

 959
640
610
364
306

 9
14
0
6
9

 13
22
0

10
10

 20,038,613
19,292,300
9,772,863
8,151,425
7,949,525

BREEDERS

Name Runs Wins Win% 2nd 3rd Other Places Place
%

Win
Stake

 Total
Stakes

 

 
  

Mr W B Kennedy
Mr G M Cheyne
Mr K de Melo
Mr S Khumalo
Mr R D Fourie

 1165
714
716
845
533

 209
147
101
95
94

 17.9
20.6
14.1
11.2
17.6

 141
102
84

106
78

 146
81
88

100
71

 278
172
142
240
109

 565
355
314
446
258

 48.5
49.7
43.9
52.8
48.4

 14,078,025
6,548,763
5,719,750
5,209,025
5,791,250

 19,224,350
10,598,100
8,930,063
9,440,100
9,876,125

JOCKEYS

End of 2019/20 season standings

See all the detailed standings - Click here

https://www.nhra.co.za/
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BANKING ON
QUALITY

The first full Absa Premiership 
gameweek takes centre stage this 
weekend with some mouth-watering 
encounters on the menu. Let’s have a 
look at how the action is likely to pan 
out. 

Benedict Ngwenya gives his views

Friday 14 August 

16/10 Chippa United | Draw 22/10 | 
Cape Town City 16/10 (15:30)

Chippa United have been accused of 
resuming training before lockdown 
regulations were eased up but it looks 
like they’ll go unpunished. This will 
be Lehlohonolo Seema’s first match 
in charge of the Chilli Boys since he 
made the switch from Bloemfontein 

Celtic. Cape Town City were among the 
first few teams to record zero positive 
Covid-19 cases and they have 
promoted seven academy graduates to 
ensure necessary depth since the team 
will be a bit rusty. It’s hard to forecast 
how teams will perform since they last 
kicked a ball five months ago and I think 
the game will be slow. I foresee these 
sides cancelling each other out.

7/2 Highlands Park | 26/10 | 
Mamelodi Sundowns 15/20 (18:00)

Highlands Park is one of the teams 
that have been quiet during lockdown. 
Apart from refuting claims that the club 
is up for sale and confirming Tendai 
Ndoro’s departure, there’s hasn’t been 
a lot of news coming out of the Makhu-
long-based club. Sundowns have a bit 

of an advantage as by the time this 
fixture takes place, they’d have played 
two games. Having recorded a 
hard-fought 3-2 victory over Bidvest Wits 
and faced Orlando Pirates in midweek. 
My money is on title-chasing 
Sundowns who’ve got a bit of 
much-needed mileage in their legs.

Saturday 15 August 

14/10 Stellenbosch | 2/1 | Golden 
Arrows 39/20 (13:30)

Stellenbosch have released Iqraam 
Rayners to SuperSport United and 
Morgan Gould before the season was 
completed to start preparing for next 
season. The Stellies have also 
promoted a few academy graduates to 
afford coach Steve Barker more team 
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selection options. On the other hand, 
Arrows were unbeaten in four games 
prior to the lockdown and they will be 
looking to cement their place in the top 
eight. I’ll back the visitors at 39/20.

23/20 AmaZulu | 22/10 | Baroka 9/4 
(13:30)

This is a massive relegation six-pointer 
with both teams tied on 23 points which 
is three points above the relegation 
zone. Baroka were shambolic in their 
Nedbank Cup match against 
Bloemfontein Celtic this past weekend 
losing 3-0. Ayanda Dlamini and 
Moeneeb Josephs had started their 
AmaZulu coaching career on a positive 
note beating Kaizer Chiefs 1-0 just 
before lockdown. I’m backing 
AmaZulu here.

13/2 Polokwane City | 34/10 | Kaizer 
Chiefs 4/10 (15:30)

Polokwane City is one of the teams that 
are in the relegation zone with three 
points separating them from 
bottom-placed Black Leopards. They 
face table-topping Kaizer Chiefs who 
have just released on of their key 
players George Maluleka since he 
signed a pre-contract with Mamelodi 
Sundowns. Amakhosi will play Wits 
in midweek which will afford them a 

chance to see where they need to 
improve. Ernst Middendorp’s men 
should win here against an embattled 
team.

23/20 Orlando Pirates | 9/4 | Bidvest 
Wits 23/10 (18:00)

Both teams head into this one off 
the back of two high-profile matches 
against Mamelodi Sundowns and 
Kaizer Chiefs respectively. Pirates are 
eight points off the pace and they need 
to start thinking about preparing for next 
season. Wits who have already been 
sold showed a great deal of fighting 
spirit against Sundowns in the Nedbank 
Cup only losing 3-2 due to goalkeeping 
howlers from Brighton Mhlongo. Should 
they fix their goalkeeping department 
they will be hard to beat and Ricardo 
Goss might be back in action as he’s 
finished serving his four-match 
suspension which makes the 23/10 all 
enticing now. Get on Wits to win this 
one. 

Sunday 16 August 

5/1 Black Leopards | 11/4 | 
Maritzburg United 11/20 (15:30)

Bottom-placed Black Leopards will be 
hoping to cause an upset and possibly 
climb out of the relegation zone. They 

face fifth-placed Maritzburg United who 
had won four consecutive games ahead 
of lockdown with coach Eric Tinkler and 
midfielder Daylon Claasen scooping 
PSL monthly awards. The Team of 
Choice should have enough to 
outclass the hosts here at FNB 
Stadium where they got the better of 
Kaizer Chiefs this season.

7/10 SuperSport United | 49/20 | 
Bloemfontein Celtic 4/1 (18:00)

SuperSport United have lost the 
services of Dean Furman who 
decided to return to the United 
Kingdom two months ago which has 
prompted the team to promote 
academy graduate Gape Moralo help 
the likes of Teboho Mokoena and Sipho 
Mbule in the middle of the park. 
Bloemfontein Celtic showed signs of 
sharpness under newly-appointed 
coach John Maduka, trouncing Baroka 
3-0 to reach the Nedbank Cup 
semi-finals. I’ll go with value here and 
take the Celtic 4/1 against a rusty 
opposition.

TREBLE @ 10/1

Kaizer Chiefs Win 4/10
Maritzburg United Win 11/20
Bloemfontein Celtic Win 4/1

http://candieselenfernaphotography.co.za/
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https://mob.hollywoodbets.net/?btag=a_438b_402c_

